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SOME years ago the Moosa 

Brothers - Ismail, Goolam 
Hoosen (commonly known as Pat), 
Suleman and Abbas (who recently 
died under tragic circumstances) 
joined forces with their sister, Aye
sha, brother-in-law Ismail Jaffer and 
went into the chicken farming busi
ness. Their experience in business 
was indeed varied. Pat had been 
conducting a transport business, the 
others managed a butchery, a bus 
service and the building of houses! 

A small farm of 38 acres was pur
chased some 10 ki lomet res from the 
city centre on the Greytown Nati on
al Road after which constructi on of 
the necessary buildings was com

menced . Within a short t ime the ir 
flock numbered some 26 000 birds 
but their biggest proble m was a 
constant supply of water , 

To obtain a reliable supply of 
water a borehole was sunk on the 
property. It soon beca me apparent 
that the clay from the borehole was 
of a type highly pr ized for brick
making. To check the extent of clay 
available the borehole was sunk to 
a depth of over 100 metres. Al
though the supply of wate r from the 
borehole was more than adequate, 
the quantity of clay exceeded a ll 
expectations. The peo ple living in 
the vicinity, incidentall y, are a llowed 
to dra w ther water require ments 

free of cha rge from the borehole , 
The Moosas soon realized the 

enormous potential of the unlimited 
quantity of clay and decided that 
one day they might consider the 
construction of a brickyard. 

The building boom of 1970 and 
the acute shortage of bricks preci 
pitated the issue and during 1971 
they decided to enter the field of 
manufacturing bricks. Arrangements 
were made for the importation of 
expensive and modern brickmaking 
machinery from Italy. Engineers and 
a surveyor came to South Africa to 
supervise the installation of the im
ported machinery. Building had to be 
constructed to house these machines 

Pat Mo osa in front 
o f t he br ick cutter. 

Workers stacking wet 
bricks from the con
veyor bel t onto pal
lets . 

and the drying sheds. Pat Moosa 
working virtually on his own managed 
this part of the work whilst Ismail 
Jaffer attended to the setting up 
and maintenance of the newly in
stalled machinery. 

It was a genuine family venture 
with members attending to the earth
moving machines, hysters, change 
and dressing rooms, conveyor belt 
systems and the thousand and one 
other items that were necessary. The 
inspiration behind this massive con
struction was provided by the friend
ly and hard working Ayesha. 

Modern brickmaking is a far cry 
from the days when the clay was 
dumped by hand into moulds which 
had to be turned upside down to 
release the bricks, to drying in the 
open and firing under all weather 
conditions. Today it is a highly so
phisticated operation requiring ex
pensive machinery and scientific 
methods of production. 

At the factory of the Moosa 
brothers which is known as the 
Crown Brick and Tile the raw mate
rial is poured into a bin at ground 
level, where conveyor belts carry the 
shale to the first crusher which breaks 
up the supply into a course grit of 
approximately one centimetre. This 
material is carr ied along another set 
of conveyor belts to the first set of 
rolle rs where there is a further break 
up of the shale to an overall size of 
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4 mm. The crushed clay falls directly 
into the Number One mixer where 
water is added . A third conveyor 
belt feeds this mixture to the second 
set of rollers which pulverise, the 
clay to its final consistency. 

The wet clay is now in the final 
stages of preparation. More water 
is added if needed before a worm 
drive in the extruder forces the ma
terial in one continuous slab to a 
cutting machine along the line. The 
clay slab is sliced into bricks that are 
moved along a final conveyor belt 
past a gang of Bantu workers who 
stack the wet bricks onto wooden 
pallets for removal to the drying 
sheds. 

When the raw bricks have dr ied 
sufficiently they are stacked in kilns 
of up to 40 000 on open ground for 
firing. The method of firing with coal 
is effective but ce uses air pollution 
which is a problem. The 'Moosa 
Brothers have plans afoot to solve 
their air pollution problems. Arrange
ments are being made for the instal
lation of Hoffmann oil-fired kilns . 
These firing devices will cost in the 
region of R250 000 but the end pro
duct will be of a high quality and 
production will not depend on local 
weather conditions. It is hoped that 
these modern kilns will expedite pro
duction of the bricks ana solve the ir 
air pollution problem . At the same 
time efforts are being made to in

stall rnechinery to raise the speed of 
drying the raw bricks. Brickmaking 
is one of those industries that needs 
artificial means to increase produc
tion. 

Although over R300 000 has been 
invested in machinery the end is not 
yet in sight. The optimistic Moosas 
believe that at least a million rend 
will eventually be invested. 

Hand in hand with brickmaking 
goes the making of tiles. The variety 
of tiles in demand is very great. Be
sides clay tiles, there is a growing 
market for cement tiles.Tsrneil Jaffer 
is at present busy negotiating for the 
purchase of modern machinery for 
the making of all types of tiles, es
pecially cement roof tiles. 'It is ex
pected that a further R50 000 will 
be invested in this branch of the in
dustry. 

At present the demand for bricks, 
according to Pat Moosa, is on the 
increase and numerous inquiries have 
been made about when supplies will 
become available. The Moosas feel 
that they will have to stockpile bricks 
before they are made generally 
available to the public. The derna-id 
locally is tremendous and the family 
have every confidence that there will 
be a ready market for their products. 
In itially about 50 000 bricks per day 
will be manufactured. This quantity, 
it is hoped, will be increased even
tually to 100 000 to 120 000 . 0 
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