
By H. A. PRINSLOO, Chairman of the Departmental Festival Committee.

Republic Festival has Dual Significance
for Indians

The Republic Festival, which will co-incide with the quinquennium of the acceptance of the Indians as part of
the permanent population of the Republic, will culminate in Durban on the 28th of May. Part of the Indian

areas of the City can be seen in the bottom left hand corner of this aerial photograph.

Their enthusiastic participation in this
great and important national event clearly in
dicates their response to the new status and the
recognition accorded them by the Government,
and is proof of their keen desire to fill their
rightful place in the South African community
of which they now form an integral part.

but the quinquennium of their acceptance as
South Africans.

relinquish the old policy of repatriation, which
had been the official policy of all governments
since 1910, and that it accepted the Indian
people as part of the permanent population of
the Republic and as such, as the responsibility
of the Government. Thus Indian South Africans

will be able, not only to commemorate the

establishment of the Republic of South Africa

regional committees are hard at work and the
final programmes are taking shape. In Natal
regional committees have been formed in Dur
ban, Tongaat (North Coast), Pietermaritzburg,
Ladysmith (Northern Natal) and Umzinto
(South Coast). In the Transvaal, which will
form a separate region additional to the five
Natal regions, committees are active in Johan
nesburg, Pretoria and Benoni. A regional com
mittee has also been formed in Cape Town.

At a specified time on Friday, 27th May
every Indian school and educationalinstitution
will hold special ceremonies at which the na
tional flag will be the central emblem and the
national anthem will be sung.

The enthusiasm of the Indian community is
growing rapidly as the Festival approaches its
climax and there can no longer be any doubt
about its success.

The cultural heritage of Indian South Afri
cans will come to the fore in all these festivities
and ample opportunity will be afforded to
gifted members of the community to display
their arts and talents. For this purpose the
schools and the general public have been kept
informed on the country-wide competitions
associated with the Festival. This has 'been done
through the media of circulars to school prin
cipals, the distribution of handbills and radio
and press announcements.

Perhaps it is fitting, in conclusion, that I
should draw attention to a co-incidence that
gives additional cause for rejoicing among the
Indian people of this country. In 1961, the year
in which South Africa became a Republic, the
Government announced that it had decided to

AS announced in various press releases, a
Departmental Festival Committee has been

formed in the Department of Indian Affairs to
give effect to a request of the National Pro
gramme Committee for the Republic Festival,
1966, namely: that the Department take the
initiative in organising the festivities for the
participation of the Indian community in the
quinquennial commemoration of the Republic
of South Africa.

In its efforts to carry out this task the
Committee was at all times conscious of the
fact that the proposed celebrations would lose
much of their significance if they were not, as
far as possible, organised by the Indians for
the Indians.

With this in mind it was decided that basi
cally the festivities should take the form of:

• local festivities where the local community,
with the school as focal point, would be
responsible for the whole programme;

• regional festivals where the Department
would assist with the establishment of re
gional committees ani give such other
assistance as may be necessary; and

• the culmination of local and regional fes
tivities in a central Indian festival in Dur
ban on the 28th May, 1966.

Although a Departmental sub-committee
was established to take the initiative and to
control the planning for the central festival, the
Indian community was brought into the pic
ture by the establishment of a number of ad
visory committees. In this manner every mem
ber of the Indian community will be afforded
an opporunity of participating in the festivities.

Thanks to the co-operation of the Indian
community throughout the Republic, local and
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Road to
Self

Development

A Survey of the
Functions of the

Department
of Indian Affairs

by H. A. PRINSLOO

Deputy Secretary

FOR anybody to understand and assess the
functions of the Department of Indian

Affairs, it is necessary to be acquainted with
the events which led to the establishment of
the Department. Not only is a historical review
necessary to acquaint the uninitiated with the
underlying motives of the authorities in estab
lishing the new department, but it is also of
paramount importance in judging whether or
not the Department' is fulfilling the purpose
for which it was created.

Briefly. the circumstances which gave rise
to the birth of the new department started with
a statement by the Hon. the Prime Minister on
the 7th December, 1960, when, in reviewing
the Government's policy in respect of the
Coloured people, he indicated that there was a
possibility that the Indian group could develop
along the same lines as the Coloured people
if they were prepared to accept the establish-
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The nerve centre of the Department of Indian
Affairs in Durban is at present housed in a portion
of the attractive Esplanade Government building.

ment of, and co-operate with, a department
or a separate division of a department - on
the basis of separate development. Arising
from this statement, Senator the Hon. J. J.
Boshoff moved the following motion in the
Senate on the 7th February. 1961:

"That this House welcomes the proposed
creation of an Asiatic Affairs section with a
view to promoting the interests of Asiatics in
South Africa."

In his reply the Honourable the Minister
of the Interior indicated that he had already
personally been requested to undertake the
preparatory work in establishing such a division
within the Department of the Interior; that

"machinery will be created which will serve
the interests and the requirements of the
Asiatics in the Union;" and that "this positive
step on the part of the Government affords the
opportunity for the promotion of the true in
terests of the Asiatic inhabitants of the Union."
The motion was agreed to without the House
dividing on the issue.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

On the 16th May, 1961, the Hon. the
Minister of the Interior. made a very important
announcement in the House of Assembly when
his vote came under discussion in committee
of supply. He said, inter alia-

"in the past the Asiatics were justified in
feeling that they were being regarded as a
foreign group that did not belong here. The
blame for that view cannot be placed entirely
at the door of the present Government. That
was the view of all governments. As a matter
of fact the repatriation scheme, which had
received attention since 1964, was main
tained throughout by all governments as a
voluntary scheme under which Indians who
wished to leave the country could do so with
the assistance of funds made available by the
Government for that purpose.

"But gradually people began to realise and
it became clearer - and today we say so
unequivocally - that the Indians in this
country were our permanent responsibility.
They are here and the vast majority of them
are going to remain here, and although the
repatriation scheme is used on a very small
scale we must realise that the vast majority
of them are South African citizens and as
such they are also entitled to the necessary
attention and the necessary assistance."

In concluding his policy statement the
Minister pointed out that the Government was
holding out to the Indians "the prospect that
we have also held out to the Coloureds, that
if there is co-operation they will be able to
develop along the same lines." A Division of
Asiatic Affairs was consequently established
under the Department of the Interior.

NEW DEPARTMENT

The next step followed soon and almost
unexpectedly, but was undoubtedly the logical
one having regard to the honesty of purpose

of the Government as expressed in the policy
statement quoted above.

On the 2nd August, 1961, the Hon. the
Prime Minister, in announcing the establish
ment of the Department of Indian Affairs, (as
distinct from the Division of Asiatic Affairs),
mentioned that special attention must be given
to the economic and social development of
their own community in the case of the Indian
population group of the Republic. He went on
to say that this Department's development
would continue as the need grew as a result
of its proper use by, and the co-operation of,
the Indian Community.

Effect was given to the Prime Minister's
announcement by proclamation in the Govern
ment Gazette of the 21st September, 1963. This
proclamation in effect created the Department
of Indian Affairs by giving it legal status. This
was followed by a further proclamation con
ferring upon the Minister of Indian Affairs
certain powers and duties and assigning to the
newly created Department of Indian Affairs
certain functions.

INITIAL FUNCTIONS

The functions which were initially allocated
to the Department of Indian Affairs may be
summarised as follows:

• All the functions and duties of the Pro
tector of Indian Immigrants. These in
cluded the registration in Natal of births,
marriages, deaths and divorces of "Indian
Immigrants" and their descendants, the
maintenance of the relative registers. and
the issue of certificates relating to the
events detailed above. They also embraced
the administration of the estates of cer
tain Natal Indians and the work connected
with the payment, on behalf of the Depart
ment of Social Welfare and Pensions, of
social and military pensions and of dis
ability and maintenance grants to a large
number of Indians in Natal. The solemni
sation and registration of Indian marriages
were also performed by the Protector of
Indian Immigrants.

• The control over the registration of In
dians in the Northern Districts of Natal.

• The registration of male Asiatics in the
Transvaal.
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The functions that were initially allocated to the Department of Indian Affairs include, inter alia, the payment

of social and military pensions and disability and maintenance grants. The photograph illustrates an aspect of

these services namely: the payment of old age pensions.

• The issue of Education certificates and
visiting permits.

• Inter-provincial change of domicile.
• The issue of Certificates of Identity and,

on behalf of the Department of the In
terior, the issue of passports or other
Travel Documents to Indian residents of
the Republic.

The foregoing may be described as ex
amples of the then existing statutory functions
which were entrusted to the Department of
Indian Affairs.
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC WELFARE

But, in addition, the Department was given
new and wider functions which were not pre
scribed by any legislation. These stemmed from
the general injunction that the Department
was responsible for the promotion of the social
and economic welfare of the Indian section of
the Republic's population. In this way the
Department became the channel through which
Indians were enabled to make representations
to the Government and other Departments of
State. It provided machinery for direct consul-

tation, and it was required to hold a watching
brief over the interests of Indians in such mat
ters as housing, welfare services, health ser
vices, unemployment, education and the crea
tion of additional avenues of employment.

Such were the Department's initial func
tions. Whilst not actively rendering all these
services directly to Indians, the Department
was charged with the initial duty ot ensuring
the adequacy of such services until the stage
of development had been reached where the
performance of these services could actually
be undertaken by the Department itself.

ULTIMATE OBJECTIVE

The Department of Indian Affairs is, how
ever, the logical result of the acceptance of the
Indian community as a permanent part of the
population of the Republic of South Africa
and its main task, therefore, is to guide the
Indian population on the road to self-develop
ment socially, economically and politically in
order that they may be enabled to accept, in
conformity with the pattern of separate de
velopment, a steadily increasing say in and
eventually such measure of self-government in
those matters that are peculiar to them, e.g.
welfare services, education, local government,
etc., as Parliament may from time to time
delegate to them.

Herein alone lies the justification for the
existence of the Department of Indian Affairs
and not in any frivolous desire by the Govern
ment that Whites and non-Whites should not
be served by the same Department as is often
alleged by people who oppose the idea of
separate development.

It is logical therefore, that, with this objec
tive in view, the Department has had to, and
continually will need to, adjust its functions to
the needs of the Indian community at a par
ticular stage of its development.

MEANS TO THIS END

Apart from rendering the day to day ser
vices mentioned above, the Department had at
the outset, and will need for some time to
come, to concentrate on two main functions
which emanate directly from its ultimate
objective.

In the first place it must consolidate under
its wings those services which can ultimately

become the responsibility of the Indian people
themselves. This process is witnessed by the
take-over of all welfare services, except pro
fessional field services, from the Department
of Social Welfare and Pensions as from the 1st
April, 1963.

During that year a beginning was made
with the taking over of educational services
from the Department of Education, Arts and
Science and the process is continuing with the
take-over of primary and secondary education
in Natal on the 1st April, 1966, and later in
the other provinces. Similarly the taking over
of professional welfare services from the De
partment of Social Welfare and Pensions which
is now in the planning stage, will serve as an
example of this most important primary func
tion of the Department of Indian Affairs.

It would, however, be futile to take all these
preparatory steps if provision was not made
for an organisation to which these services can
eventually be transferred for administration on
behalf of the Indian people. The building up
of such an organisation with its various con
stituent bodies is being pursued actively by the
Department.

NATIONAL BODY

In the first place one must think of a
national body to which Parliament can delegate
legislative as well as executive powers. A start
in this direction has already been made by the
establishment of the South African Indian
Council. In his address at the inaugural meet
ing of the Council the Minister of Indian
Affairs said:

"I would like to remind you that planning
will have to be undertaken for the development
of this Council into a fully representative,
democratically elected and statutory body with
powers to partake in, and exercise control over,
the administration of such affairs of the Indian
community as may be entrusted to it by Parlia
ment."

In the spirit of self-development this plan
ning is at present engaging the minds of the
South African Indian Council and the Depart
ment.

LOCAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEES

Complementary to the planning on national
level is the development of local autonomous
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ons Skole:
Waarom

eksamen het slegs 234 Afrikaans aangebied
teenoor 2508 kandidate wat Latyn aangebied
het om aan die vereiste van twee tale vir die
eksamen te voldoen. In die Natalse Senior
Sertifikaateksamen van 1963 het slegs 83 kan
didate uit die 959 Afrikaans B afgele,

Hierdie toestand kan nie gerym word met
die vereistes van 'n land met Engels en Afri
kaans as die twee amptelike tale nie.

Die Indiergemeenskap in Natal het ten
opsigte van die aanleer van Afrikaans as een
van die landstale met 'n groot agterstand te
kampe wat nie aileen praktiese probleme op
lewer nie, maar wat hulle ook isoleer van die
kultuur, Jiteratuur en die denke van 'n groot
gedeelte van die bevolking van die RepubJiek.

ONDERWYSERSVERENIGING.

In die Inleidingsartikel van die Onderwys
blad van die "Natal Indian Teachers' Society"
van September 1965 is daar onder andere ten
opsigte van die oorname van Onderwys vir
Indiers gese: .. . . . we must emphasize that for
progress to be continued soundly and for
standards to be the very best, the ability to
speak and write both official languages plainly,
concisely and persuasively is vital." Voorts is
verklaar: "Our proficiency in the use of the
other official language leaves much to be
desired. Not least among the reasons for this
state of affairs is the grave shortage of teachers
of Afrikaans. We must say, however, that
while the remedial measures should be sound
ones, they should not, and need not, be slow
ones."

Hieruit en volgens menings wat deur ander
vooraanstaande Indiers uitgespreek is, blyk dit
dat die Indiergemeenskap in Natal die leemte
in die aanleer van Afrikaans in hul skole aan
voel en begerig is dat daadwerklike stappe
gedoen moet word om reg te laat geskied aan
die onderrig van Afrikaans.

'n Opname van leerkragte se kwaJifikasies
in Afrikaans toon aan dat as die beskikbare
potensiaal benut word, Afrikaans as tweede

•In
en

Afrikaans
Hoekom

deur T. C. NEL

DIE besluit van die onlangs-gestigde Onder-
wys Afdeling van die Departement van

Indiersake om Afrikaans geleidelik in te voer
as 'n verpJigde skoolvak in Indierskole kan
maklik begryp word in die Jig van 'n onom
wonde verklaring in die Volksraad in Mei 1961
deur die Minister van Binnelandse Sake. Die
Minister het gese dat "die grootste meerderheid
van die Indiers in Suid-Afrika burgers van die
land is en dat hulle derhalwe geregtig is op die
nodige aandag en die nodige hulp." Die Afde
ling Onderwys is een van die vrugte van hierdie
beleid.

Na sorgvuldige oorweging van die bestaande
toestande in die onderwys van Indiers, is daar
onder andere besluit om daadwerkJike aandag
te skenk aan die leemtes wat bestaan in die
onderrig van Afrikaans in die skole vir Indiers
in Natal sodat hulle uiteindelik ten opsigte van
die aanleer van Afrikaans, soortgelyke voor
regte as die Indierleerlinge in die Transvaal en
Kaa pprovinsie kan geniet.

In die laasgenoemde twee provinsies word
daar tot by matrikulasie voorsiening gemaak
vir die onderrig van Afrikaans as tweede taal
en in die plattelandse gebiede van Transvaal
het die Indiers sodanig Afrikaans bemeester
dat h';1lle dit inderdaad as algemene spreektaal
gebruik. Transvaalse Indiers is selfs die mening
toegedaan dat dit om opvoedkundige redes
wenslik sou wees om Afrikaans as medium van
onderrig in te voer in die gebiede waar die
leerlinge Afrikaans meer magtig is as die ander
aml?~elike taal, Die Wet op Onderwys vir
Indiers van 1965 maak ook voorsiening vir so
'n moontlike verdere uitbreiding van die
medium van onderrig.

In Natal is die onderrig van Afrikaans as
tweede taal aangemoedig, maar nie verpligtend
ge!Daak nie omdat die aantal leerkragte ontoe
reikend was om in die behoeftes van alle skole
te kan voldoen. Soos blyk uit die eksamen
statistiek van die Natalse Junior en Senior
Sertifikaateksamen van 1963 het hierdie aan
~oediging nie .veel vrug afgewerp nie want uit
die 2680 kandidate van die Junior Sertifikaat-

Photo: Bala Govender.

ministrative machinery. This entails the train
ing of Indian personnel in administrative pro
cedures and the gradual building up of an
executive organisation in the Indian areas. To
this end the Department has already started
with part-time services in some Indian areas
and will, in the near future, open its first per
manent office, manned by Indians, in an Indian
area.

This brief survey is intended to give a
bird's eye view of the objectives and the main
functions of the Department of Indian Affairs
and, it is trusted, a better understanding of its
working. The Jist of functions discussed above
is by no means exhaustive, as the Department
is a dynamic organisation which is still in the
process of growing in order to cope with the
needs of the community which it serves.

The Department of Indian Affairs is consolidating under its wings certain educational, welfare and other ser
vices, and is actively pursuing the task of building up a national body to which these services can eventually
be transferred for administration on behalf of the Indian people. Complementary to the planning on national
level is the development of local, autonomous bodies, the institution of which is progressing very well in the
form of local affairs and consultative committees. The photograph shows the recently established local aiiairs

committee of Isipingo Beach.

bodies, the institution of which is progressing
very well in Natal and Transvaal in the form
of local affairs committees and consultative
committees as they are known in the respective
provinces. Here again these committees are but
the first step in the process of development of
autonomous Indian local authorities. Although
not the direct function of the Department of
Indian Affairs, the creation of these local
bodies is an important link in the chain of
development and, as such, merits all possible
encouragement by the Department.

These executive bodies, whether they be
national or provincial, will, however, not be
able to function if they are not provided with
the necessary executive or administrative
machinery. It is, therefore, also a function of
the Department to plan and develop this ad-
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By T. C. NEL

EDUCATIONALLY SOUND

It has been indisputably proved that the
tuition of a second language can only have an
adverse effect on a child if he is instructed
through the medium of that language but not
when he merely receives instruction in the use
of that language. In this matter the Indian
child will be able to pluck the fruits of an
enriched culture without any sacrifice of his
identity.

The present shortage of Afrikaans teachers
should cease to exist in the forseeable future.
Already the University College for Indians is
providing for the training of teachers in this
subject, while Afrikaans has become a com
pulsory subject at the Springfield Teachers'
Training College which offers special begin
ners' classes for students who did not take
Afrikaans at school.

The Fordsburg Training College will also
playa part in eliminating the shortage of Afri
kaans teachers. The process of training teachers
will be facilitated by the introduction of tech
nological teaching methods, such as language
laboratories, in all the important teachers'
training colleges.

The Indian has never failed to measure up
to any challenge in his new fatherland, and he
has accepted this new challenge with charac
teristic zeal and determination.

A survey of teachers' qualifications in Afri
kaans indicates that it would be possible to
introduce Afrikaans as a second language in
the lower classes of all the primary schools and
in the majority of the high schools.

A logical conclusion is that Afrikaans
should have been compulsory from 1st April
1966: the date of the take over by the Depart
ment of Indian Affairs.

For practical reasons, however, it was con
sidered advisable to adopt a gradual pro
gramme whereby Afrikaans would initially
only be compulsory in Stds. I and II and,
where possible, in the higher classes. Educa
tionally too, it is best to start with the lowest
standards in order to lay a sound basis for
bilingualism.

TEACHERS' SOCIETY

The Indian teachers of Natal are in favour
of the introduction of Afrikaans into the
syllabus. An excerpt from the Journal of the
Natal Indian Teachers' Society of September
1965 reads "we must emphasise that for pro
gress to be continued soundly and for the
standards to be the very best, the ability to
speak and write both official languages plainly,
concisely and persuasively is vital." The Jour
nal goes on to say "Our proficiency in the use
of the other official language leaves much to
be desired. Not least among the reasons for
this state of affairs is the grave shortage of
teachers of Afrikaans. We must say, however,
that while the remedial measures should be
sound ones, they should not, and need not, be
slow ones."

Statements by other prominent Indians pro
vide added proof of the Community's realisa
tion that Afrikaans should come into its own
in Natal's Indian schools.

Transvaal Indians are even of the opinion
that it is advisable, for educative reasons, to
introduce Afrikaans as a meduim of instruc
tion in those areas where pupils are more pro
ficient in the language than English-and there
are many such areas in rural Transvaal..~he
Indian Education Act of 1965 makes prOVISIOn
for such a development.

In Natal the tuition of Afrikaans as a
second language was being encouraged but not
made compulsory as there were not enough
teachers of this language to provide for the
needs of all the pupils. But this system did not
yield much fruit. 1963 examination statistics
reveal that only a small proportion of Indian
scholars had taken advantage of the oppor
tunity to learn Afrikaans - 2~~ of the 2.680
candidates for the Junior Certificate examma
tion took the subject for their second language
as against 2508 who took Latin, while only 83
of the 959 Senior Certificate candidates wrote
Afrikaans B.

This situation cannot be reconciled with the
requirements of a country with English and
Afrikaans as its official languages.

our

Division of Education was one of the fruits of
this policy.

After careful consideration of the existing
state of Indian Education the new division
decided, inter alia, to take positive steps to
remedy the deficiencies in the tuition of
Afrikaans in the Indian Schools of Natal and
eventually to grant them the same privileges as
are enjoyed by Indian scholars in the Transvaal
and the Cape Province, where provision is
made for the tuition of Afrikaans, as a second
language, to the matriculation level.

Natal sal dus soos sy medeburgers mettertyd
deur die gebruik van Afrikaans die vrug kan
geniet van 'n verrykte kultuur; 'n kultuur wat
hom sal bou en sterk maak in die lewe van
die groep sonder prysgawe van eie identiteit.

Die bestaande agterstand in die aanleer van
Afrikaans in Natal kan binne afsienbare tyd
ingehaal word en die totstandkoming van die
Universiteitskollege vir Indiers lei reeds tot
beter voorsiening vir die opleiding van onder
wysers vir hierdie vak. Met Afrikaans as ver
pligte vak aan die Springfieldse Opleidings
kollege en die spesiale beginnerskursus vir
studente wat nie op skool die taal geleer het
nie, word die tekort aan opgeleide leerkragte
verder vinnig uitgewis. Die leerkragpotensiaal
word hierbenewens verstewig deur die oplei
ding van onderwysers aan die Fordburgse
Onderwyskollege vir Asiate. Die gebruik van
moderne tegnologiese metodes word beoog en
die daarstelling van taallaboratoriums by die
vernaamste opleidingsentra sal die opleidings
proses bepaald bespoedig.

Uitdagings wat hul nuwe vaderland in die
verlede aan die Indiergemeenskap gestel het,
het hulle deur hul ywer en vooruitstrewendheid
oorwin. 'n Nuwe uitdaging is aanvaar wat met
dieselfde gees en welwillendheid oorwin kan
word.

Wherefores of
Schools•

In

Whys and
Afrikaans

THE recent decision of the newly-established
Division of Education of the Department of

Indian Affairs to gradually introduce the com
pulsory teaching of Afrikaans in all Indian
schools, can best be understood in the light of
a categorical statement in the House of Assem
bly in May, 1961 by the Minister of the In
terior. The Minister stated that the majority
of the Indians of South Africa were citizens of
this country and were therefore entitled to all
the assistance and guidance that was implied
by this concept. The establishment of the

OPVOEDKUNDIG GESOND

Onomstootlike bewyse is reeds gelewer dat
'n tweede taal slegs 'n nadelige uitwerking op
die kind kan he wanneer hy sy opleiding deur
medium van 'n tweede taal ontvang en nie
wanneer hy slegs instruksie in die gebruik van
'n vreemde taal ontvang nie. Die Indier in

taal in die laer klasse van al die laer skole en
die meerderheid van die hoerskole in Natal
aangebied kan word. 'n Logiese gevolgtrekking
is dat die onderrig van Afrikaans op 1 April
1966 met die oorname van die skole vir Indiers
in Natal verpligtend moes gewees het.

Dit is egter gerade om 'n geleidelike pro
gram daarvoor te aanvaar met aanvanklike
verpligting in Sts. I en II en waar moontlik, in
die hoer klasse. Praktiese oorwegings maak dit
onmoontlik om op hierdie tydstip Afrikaans
in aile standerds aan te bied en om opvoed
kundige redes word daar dus met die laer
klasse van die primere skool begin waar die
kind die verskeie aspekte van die taalstruktuur
makliker kan assimileer as die natuurlike pro
ses by die aanleer van 'n vreemde taal aange
wend word. In hierdie vroee begin sal daar
vrugbare saadjies in die taalakker gesaai word
word wat met die jare tot volwaardige twee
taligheid kan groei.
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The Mayor of Durban, Councillor V. L. Shearer,
chats to M.r.. R. P. Soni at. the recent official opening
of a municipal branch library in Bombay Square
Merebank. Behind him, from left to right are Messrs:
K. Lalloo, R. A. Naidoo and the City librarian,

Mr. P. M. E. van Zyl.
Photo: Natal Mercury.

Mrs. Pramda Ramasar, the first South African Indian
to obtain a B.A. Honours degree in Social Science.
Mr~. Ramasar was. capped on 26 March at a Natal
University graduation ceremony in Pietermaritzburg.

Photo: Natal Witness.
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M. Pillay, the best Indian Recruit Constable, receives

a trophy from the Mayor of Durban, Councillor

V. L. Shearer, during a recent passing out parade of
the South African Police at the South Coast Indian

Sports Ground-Clairwood.

Mr. P. R. T. Nel, Director of Indian Education, was garlanded by representatives of the Indian community
when he opened the S. M. Jhavary state-aided Indian primary school at Clare Estate recently. From left to

right are: Messrs. N. M. S. Jhavary, E. I. Kaiee, Mr. Nel, and Messrs. A. M. Moolla and L. G. Joshua.
Photo: M. K. Bobby Naidoo.

Janet Meth, who won all her events at the recent South African Indian Amateur Swimming Association gala
at the Balkumar baths, is congratulated by Mr. and Mrs. D. Naidoo, who opened the gala. Facing the camera

is W. Swami, manager of the Natal Indian Amateur Swimming Association.
Photo: Kally's Studio,



Official Statement

CHAIRMAN OiF S.A. INDIAN COUNCIL
THE South African Indian Council met at

Cape Town on the 15th and 16th February,
1966.

The Council took cognisance of the deep
concern expressed by the Indian traders of
District Six, Cape Town, following the proc~a

mation of the area for members of the White
group. At the same time it expressed apprecia
tion of the announcement by the Hon. the
Minister of Community Development re-iterat
ing the assurances previously given to the
effect that implementation of the proclamation
was a long term scheme and that it would be
carried out in such a way that the Indian and
other traders in the area would not be deprived
of their livelihood.

The question of the provision of a residen
tial area for Indians within the municipal
boundaries of Johannesburg was also further
discussed and it was resolved that a deputation,
to be introduced by the Minister of Indian
Affairs, would as soon as practicable after the
general election, seek an interview with the
Minister of Planning for the purpose of making
further representations in this connection.

The Council also resolved that the Depart
ment of Indian Affairs be asked to request the
Department of Community Development to
hold in abeyance possible legal steps contem
plated against residents of Pageview, Johannes
burg, pending the outcome of the further
representations the deputation of the Council
desires to make to the Minister of Planning.

After an ad hoc committee of the South
African Indian Council had investigated the
position, the Council discussed the question of
the assumption of, and the simplification of
the registration of recognised surnames by all
members of the Indian community who have
not as yet adopted surnames in the normally
accepted sense of the word.

In order to secure closer liaison, the Coun
cil requested that all State Departments and
other appropriate semi-State institutions be in
vited to consult the Indian Council, through
the Department of Indian Affairs, on all mat
ters affecting or of general interest to the
Indian community.

The existence of unsatisfactory cloak-room
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facilities for Indians at petrol service stations
on national roads and other high-ways also
received the Council's attention. It was re
solved to request the Department of Indian
Affairs to make suitable representations with
a view to securing improved facilities.

Another item which came under discussion
was the delay caused in rendering ambulance
services to persons injured in road accidents.
Following the discussion, the Department of
Indian Affairs is being asked to take up the
matter with the appropriate authorities.

The Council expressed concern at the com
pensation offered for affected properties under
the Group Areas Act and after having re
viewed the relative provisions of that Law,
resolved that representations be made with a
view to the possible amendment of the Act so
as to redefine the term 'basic value' to include
the market or replacement value, whichever is
the higher, on the date of transfer of the af
fected property.

In order to facilitate the resettlement of
affected property owners whose income ex
ceeds Rl~O per month, the Council requested
the Department of Indian Affairs to make
suitable representations for alternative sites, at
economic prices and with the necessary ser
vices and amenities, to be made available, if
necessary with financial assistance, for housing
purposes.

Other matters dealt with at the meeting
included the relay or inclusion of Indian pro
grammes on the Cape and Transvaal regional
services of the South African Broadcasting
Corporation, improved rail facilities for in
dians, and the relaxation of the present require
ments for permits to be obtained by Indians
when travelling in direct transit through the
Transkei.

The Council expressed its satisfaction and
appreciation of the facilities being provided
for members of the Indian community to par
ticipate in the Republic festival during May
next.

The decision by the Department of Indian
Affairs to issue a monthly publication of special
interest to the Indian community was warmly
welcomed.




