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missions of inquiry were appoint ed in an attem pt 
to settle the "Indian question". Under the leader
ship of M.K. Gandhi, the Indians themselves be
came deeply involved in the political issues. 

Despite Gandhi's influence and despite con
ferences between the governments of India and 
South Africa, the Indians continued to be regarded 
by other members of the South African communi
ty as a foreign element that had to be repatriated. 
Repatriation was thus the primary objective of all 
the governments up to 1961, including t he 
present Government when it came to power in 
1948. 

The problem of the Indians was resolved in 
1961 when, by means of a Government decision, 
they were accepted as permanent members of 
the population. The Minister of the Interior made 
a statement in Parliament on May 16, 1961, 
introducing a new policy regarding the Ind ian 
South African - a policy which was implemented 
during the 1960's and which put an end to the 

Right: A medical technologist at work in the RK. Khan 
Hospital for Indians in Durban. Natal. Already there are 
more than 300 Indians qualified in this field 

Below: Sugar cane is refined by Indians in t he Sta nger 
district of Natal. 

sense of insecurity t hat had marked the first 
century of Indian settlement in the country. 

The Minister announced that for the first time 
in a century, during which time, and under suc
cessive governments, the Asians had justifiably 
felt that they w ere regarded as a foreign group, 
they w ere now accepted as permanent residents 
of South Africa. Referring to the repat riation 
scheme he said: 

" But gradually people came to realise - and today 
w e say so unequivocally - that the Indians in this 
count ry are our permanent responsibility. They 
are here and the vast majority of them are going 
to remain here", the Minister sa id, adding that as 
South African citizens t hey were entitled to atten
t ion and assistance. 

Before 1961 the local authorit ies had ad m inis
tered such matters as housing and unemployment. 
But the specific problems of the Indian com 
munity as such could not be dealt with effectively 
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because the various government policies regard 
ing Indians had always been based on repatriation. 

Three months after the May, 1961 , decision 
was taken a Minister of Indian Affairs, with full 
Cabinet rank, was appointed and a Department 
was created to assist him. The Government be
lived thatthe Indians in South Africa, as an Eastern 
orientated people in a country that was predomi
nently W estern, could best be served by a depart
ment that had a specialised knowledge of their 
circumstances and problems, and that could 
devote all its attention to them and consult them 
about their future. In this way the Indian Soutl1 
African was secure in the knowledge that his 
identity and interests were safeguarded. 

The Government started helping the Indian 
South African develop his particular social, edu
cational and economic needs within the frame
work of its policy of separate development. The 
policy of separate development is designed to 
provide the Indians with maximum opportunity 
for developing as a community; forthe realisation 

of their own potential and to allow them fu ll par
tiCipation in the overall development of their 
adopted country. In an integrated society the 
interests of the majority tend to overshadow the 
special needs of minority groups. Such a situation 
is unlikely under a policy of separate development. 

Outlining the policy of his Department, the 
Minister of Indian Affairs indicated in a speech in 
Parliament In 1963 that, in accordance with the 
policy of separate development, increasing 
authority would be vested in t he Indian South 
Africans, w ith .the ultimate aim of eventua l self
government In matters that concern them ex
clusively, such as education, SOCial serv ices and 
local government. 

The descendants of indentured workers in the 
cane fields of Natal and of the passenger Indians 
are now part of South Africa's heterogeneous 
population. The Indian South Africans know that 
their existence in this country is secure and that 
they can co-operate in implementing a policy 
designed to place their future in thei r own hands. 
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