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Attempts were made, and solutions offerea to solve the problem.
In these suggestions often can be recognised the direct relation
to the protestant work ethic and mid-Victorian Christian mores.
It was suggested that native rents be increased to the same level
as the rate of wages paid to their labourers.

I believe that a system might be introduced which,
whilst perfectly fair and just to the Native,
would prevent his leading a life of idleness and
sloth, and raise him in the scale of civilization,
whilst it would, at the same time, afford a good
and regular supply of labour to the European
settlers.

As already mentioned, the settlers hoped for the annexation of
Zululand particularly in order that it would solve their labour
problems. Yet again these hopeé were tied to the role they saw
themselves playing in raising the native out of his life of

barbarism.

Those natives in both countries who professed
civilization would remain in or resort to Natal;
those whose proclivities were towards barbarism
would prefer Zulu country. Natal would have a
plentiful labour supply, and civilization would
have advanced in unequal roles in both countries-
fast in Natal, gradually in the Zulu country.?

C Bolt emphasizes the notions held by the British as regards the
wisdom of strong government over 'uncivilized' peoples and
particularly their own "destiny and moral responsibility" in provid-

3 These notions also

ing leadership and a civilizing influence.
included the idea that the British were the most able in any
efforts of setting up and maintaining good government, in comparison

to any other Imperial power. In a report on the talk given by a

1. Natal Blu:e Book 1881
2. Natal Mercury 3 April 1880

3. Bolt, C Pg 215
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missionary, about his experiences among the 2Zulus, the Natal
Mercury clearly portrays these understandings of Britains

governing capabilities.

The English are gaining control of the whole

of the African continent, the Portugese and
other nations losing control .. In Natal whose
antecedents were witchcraft and bloodshed

... the population is now kept in perfect order
... and why has England been able to do this?
It is because the English have moral powers and
they bring this moral power to bear upon the
natives in a way no other country could do.
Justice, good sense and reason are the powers
they subjected the native races in South

Africa to English rule ... The Zulu war ...
grew not out of a desire to gain more land ..
but it grew out of their (the English) implied
moral duty to carry out the policy that they
had inaugurated - that of protecting the Natives

against themselves.' .
g se Rev.Myron W Pinkerton.

Disputes simmering between certain of the appointed chiefs in
Zululand were obvious by the muddle of 1881. Yet the local
representatives of British authority consistently disclaimed
responsibility for the settlement of such internal troubles.

The Resident, bound by his instruction, had advised the Zulu to
settle the disputes among themselves.2 This is a different picture
to one which prevailed, particularly among the urban settlers of

Natal. The situation which is described by the Natal Mercury

is that of the Zulu looking to Britain for their undoubted
justice and stable rule, as was evidenced by their requests for

resident magistrates.

The Zulus have yearned mightly to be ruled as
the Natives of Natal are, by English magistrates
with an English governor at their head. They
have longed to pay a tax as a guarantee to them
that they were the Queen's subjects, and as a

1. Natal Mercury 22 March 1880

2. Thompson, L African Societies in Southern Africa Pg 307
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pledge that they will be dealt with as
such. Their chiefs with one exception
have felt adrift on a stream of unknown
responsibilities.l

In this instance, a Native administrator took up a post as
magistrate and 'confidential advisor' to a chief in the territory

just beyond the Umhlatusi. His arms are couched in flowing

eXxposing Christian morality and the 'civilizing mission'.

He sees his way to doing good work in

belief of civilization and social advance-

ment among the Zulus... It will be his aim

Lo rule the district very much on the lines
that administration would follow were it

a British province. He will do his best to
dignify the name of Englishmen and Christianity
in the eyes of the Zulus by exercising

amongst them English principles of justice and
exhibiting Christian standards of morality.2

Those who had devised the post-war settlement had hoped to re-
suscitate, as far as was possible, the loyalties of pre-Shakan
days?That the British resident had no authority was soon realized
by the Zulus. This was specifically confirmed when a usurper led
a successful rebellion in the kingdom of Mthethwa, and it was not
British power which restored the chief, but the impis of two
neighbouring kinglets.4 In April 1881, the acting High Commissioner,
Sir Evelyn Wood, was given permission to arbitrate in one of the
most threatening disputes of all. This involved members of the
former royal house and the appointed chiefs who were now their
rulers. One territory particularly affected was that ruled by
Zibhebhu, under whom had been placed the royal heir, Dinuzulu,
and two of his uncles, Ndabuko and Ziwedu. Suspecting intrigdes
against his authority, Zibhebhu siezed Ndabuko's cattle, burned

his kraals and drove him from his country".5 The chief, Hamu

reacted against the Zulu nation's chief - induna, Mnyamana in a

1. Natal Mercury 21 January 1881

2. 1Ibid
3. Thompson, L Pg 308
4. Ibid

5. Brookes, E and Webb, C Pg 149
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similar fashion including the massacre of the fiercely royalist
Qulusi class. In the circumstances Wood did the best he could,

but the "whole country was now in an uproa‘r".1 The nation was

not simply disdlving into 'tribes' but dividing into Usutu royalists
on the one hand, and, on the other, anti-traditionalists who were
determined to defend the new order against any revival of the

2

House of Shaka. In January 1882, the Natal Mercury editorial

reported that:

In Zululand misgovernment prevails every-
where. Supreme authority exists nowhere.
The Residents position appears to grow
more and more a sham and the worst thing
is that the Zulus themselves begin to per-
ceive it to be a sham. There will be re-
newed collisions between chief and chief-
fresh bloodshed ... Unrest and intrigue
will become chronic, and anarchy will en-
sue... They desire an authority to whom
they may appeal, and on whom they may lean.
Not, be it marked, the rule of their late

king ... The rule that is needed is simply
the rule of a British administrator .. who
will rule Zululand for the good of its
people. 6

While it was becoming clear to all that the Wolseley's settlement
would not work, Natal settlers had grave doubts about the return

of Cetshwayo as an alternative. However, by the end of 1881, the
detention of Cetshwayo at the Cape was becoming an embarrassment

to the British Government. There was growing criticism as well

as deputations and supporters, such as Lady Florence Dixie,

pressing for his restoration. Many in Natal though, feared the
consequences if Cetshwayo was to be thrust back amongst the thirteen
kinglets. There were numerous letters sent to the Natal Mercury

on the subject, expressing their opinions in often flowing and

dramatic terms.

1. Brookes, E and Webb, C Pg 149
2. Thompson, L Pg 308
3. Natal Mercury L& January 1882
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Cetywayo is a dangerous and treacherous
savage ... he can profess as much friend-
ship and goodwill as you please ... when
his time has come be guilty of as much
bloddy outrage, and savage cruelty in the
destruction of innocent lives for the re-
* moval of civilization in favour of his old
savagery and varbarism, as any savage in
heathendom.. it will only be a matter of
time until the coalition (Boers and Zulus)
shall have enlisted the co-operation of the
Basuthos and other disaffected tribes, and
then ... avenge themselves on the English,
conquer and destroy us ... civilization
and Christianity is almost certain to be
thrown back fifty or a hundred years.1

Whilst this letter carries tones of hysteria in its rather
excessive predictions, the feeling of apprehension at Cetshwayo's
return as king cannot be denied.

Lord Chelmsford wrote that:

Whilst fully admitting that the co-
called settlement of Zululand has been
in many respects a failure ... it was
the best arrangement which could have
been made ... the formidable power of
the Zulu army ... was in its admirable
organization and discipline .. The
return of Cetywayo to Zululand would

at once restore the unity of the nation
--. Should the Zulu nation at any time
come again under the rule of one man,
it will not be long before its military
power 1is again resuscitated and it will
then once more become a standing menace
to the peace and security of the neigh-
bouring states.?

The views expressed by the editorial of 15 December 1881 gave

a clear outline of a more general settler attitude in Natal.

1. Natal Mercury 5 December 1881

2. Natal Mercury 13 December 1881
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It cannot be doubted that the feeling

of opposition to Cetywayo's release 1is

as strong in this colony as it has ever
been... The growing intensity of feel-

ing is partly attributable to a know-
ledge of what is going on in Zululand

and to the continuous spectacle of

troops leaving .. The legislative Council
spoke with the voice of the colony when,
it again recorded its protest against a
measure so fraught with possible evils

and perils ... However loyal his (Cetywayo)
purposes and intentions were, he once more
at the head of and amongst his own people,
he would be the slave of influences beyond
his control. Let us remember that though
we have destroyed the machine, we have not
destroyed its parts.1

Colin Webb writes that even by the end of 1880 the revision

of the Wolseley settlement had become an unavoidable issue.
Added to this Cetywayo was seen as the "Zulu incubus™ and his
detention was becoming "extremely distasteful to a large pro-
portion of the supporters of Mr Gladstone's Government".2 Webb
contends that Cetshwayo's eventual restoration was not primarily
an attempt to right a personal wrong by "allowing the ex-king

to end his days amongst his own people" but that it was in the

main a political move.3 It was hoped that Cetshwayo would

establish order in Zululand and thus save Britain from the
consequences that followed the settlement. T R H Davenport
feels that to send Cetshwayo back to Zululand in 1883 without
proper safeguards for his "status or safety" merely compounded
the error of his exilement.? While public opinion in Natal
seemed to be quite firmly against Cetywayo's restoration some
saw it as British Government did - a tool to ensure at least
internal stability in Zululand. In fact, with the situation as

it was, any plan could only be an improvement.

1. Natal Mercury 15 December 1881

2. Thompson, L Pg 311
3. Ibid Pg 313

4. Davenport, T R H Pg 111
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Although I am not a great admirer of
Cetywayo or his form of government, his
rule was certainly preferable to the
present state of affairs in that country
.-+ I consider .. we shall not have
anything to fear from him or his people
--. It required more than forty years to
bring the Zulu nation up to fighting
point after their subjugation by the *
Boers in the time of Dingaan .... This
should give us at least thirty years in
which to get our new form of government
into working order; and in that time
surely the effects of our civilization
should have had some power over the

:
savage. .. S Acutt

In the end Cetywayo would only be allowed to return to Zululand
under certain conditions.
1) Only a portion of his country was to be placed under his .rule.

2) A Resident was to be appointed to advise him and report to
the British Government.

3) He had to accept the conditions laid down on the thirteen
appointed chiefs. ?

While he accepted the last two terms Cetywayo was very disturbed
about the question of land. However, in the circumstances, he
had to take whatever territory arrangements were decided upon.
Brookes and Webb conclude that, "He never had a chance".3
Zibhebhu, after having humiliated and insulted members of the
royal family, was to retain his independence. The fact that the
British Resident had no coercive authority and no army, Brookes

and Webb feel was "to invite disaster"4 The editorial of the

Natal Mercury expresses a dark picture of the new arrangements.

1. Natal Mercury 2 May 1882

2. Brookes, E and Webb, C Pg 150
3. Ibiga Pg 152
4. Ibid Pg 153
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It is very difficult for the most buoyant
optimist to discover many crumbs of comfort
in the new settlement of Zululand. From
whatever point we regard it there are
elements of danger and insecurity .....
Discontent prevails all around. Cetywayo

is dissatisfied with the curtailment of his
kingdom ... The Zulus are dismayed by the
return of their King under conditions that
they cannot understand ... The disposed
kinglets are angry at the loss of their
authority ... Morally speaking this is the
worst result of all, as it must tend to
shatter native confidence throughout South
Africa in the face value and stability of
the 'word' of the Governemnt.

The editor continues in his interpretations of the conditions that
prevailed in Zululand and the volcanoes which would more than
likely errupt in reaction to the new settlement. In his judgement
of the situation, he is rather perceptive, yet it is 1in his
description of his understanding of Cetshwayo that one can clearly

see the influence of Victorian attitudes to the Africans.

In spite of all that has been said about
his (Cetshwayo) intellectual capacity, he
is little better than a very intelligent,
but very petulant child. If he is to be
controlled at all it must be by someone
who will be able to deal firmly and even
sternly with him.?2

There was a large proportion of settlers, however, who wished that
all the conflicting parties would cease attempting to force their
solutions and ideas on what was the 'right' policy for 2Zululand.
Instead, rather 'live and let live' and even the new settlement

could find its way to being a satisfactory arrangement.

1. Natal Mercury £ January 1883
2. 1Ibid
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Certain persons in this colony ...
have done and will do all that can
possibly be done to run counter, and
oppose my course of actions regard-
ing the 2Zulu country that does not
meet with their approval... This

new settlement does not please the
party I have alluded to... and
already intrigue has commenced to
prevent it meeting with a fair

chance of success. If Cetywayo could
be left undisturbed...even the
present experiment might end happily.!

In the end, Cetshwayo was left 'undisturbed' even by the British
Resident, who without an armed force, could do nothing to prevent
the civil war which broke out. The newly restored King was

beaten by Zibhebhu and within a year of his return, he was dead.?

"His restoration had been, in "effect though not in intention,

3

a cruel mockery". Zululand, after being left "to itself" and

"to anarchy" was finally annexed by Britain in 1887.4

White settler feeling in colonial Natal as regards those Africans
living within its borders, portrayed a similar attitude of
superiority as can be found in their views concerning the in-
habitants of Zululand. In both cases the settlers felt that
because they were actually "on the spot"” they knew far better

what policies would be best for them and the indigenous population.

The passing from savage law to civilized
law is sure to be beset by discontent and

" difficulty, but may we ask what our Government
knows of Native feeling on these matters?
What do they know of public opinion amongst
Natives in the locations? Our belief is that
the Native Department knows less than any
colonist, living near a location, of what is
going on or what is being thought or said in
those lives of barbarism. There is at present
no Native government in the true sense of the term?

1. Natal Mercury 7 February 1883
2. Davenport T R H Pg 111
3. Brookes, E and Webb,C Pg 153
4. Thompson, L P Pg 317
5. Natal Mercury 19 January 1881
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When the annexation of Natal became effective in 1845, Britains
objectives in the colony were, for the most part negative. Natal
was regarded as "too worthless to justify throwing the burden

1 Thus the initial

on our national resources even for a time",.
burden of devising policy for the governance of Africans in

Natal was left to the jurisdiction of the officials on the spot.
These men were thus forced to concentrate on proposéls which were
financially viable. Theophilus Shepstone, Diplomatic Agent and
Secretary for Native Affairs in Natal from 1846 to 1875, has been
held up as the initiator of indirect rule in Southern Africa.

N Etherington, in his article on The Organs of Indirect Rule in
Nineteenth Century Natal, concludes however, that Shepstone strongly
objected to its implementation. "The policy was born at Whitehall

and was the offspring of parsimony and expediency".2

Yet whatever the circumstances responsible for the introduction of
the Location policy, it was a prime target of the settlers'
criticisms Brookes and Webb write that "As in most colonies with

a settler population, there existed in Natal during the nineteenth
century a perpetual controversy between the officials who desired
to protect the Native population and the settlers who desired to

exploit them as cheap labour".3

Basically locations were to be
merely places where Africans could live their own lives. Without
funds or civil servants, Shepstone had to resort to the tribal

system as a means by which to control and govern the African
population. This meant that any hope that these districts would
become agencies of civilization had to be abandoned. Etherington
writes that what Shepstone had asked for was "a benevolent despot-

ism which would give Africans a hard push in the direction of

British civilization".4
1. Etherington, N A 'The Origins of "Indirect Rule”
in Nineteenth Century Natal' Pg 12
2. 1Ibid
3. Brookes, E and Webb, C Pg 57

4. Etherington, N A Pg 13
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Although it has been emphasized that the white settler community
resented the large African reserves as hindrances to land develop-
ment and the recruitment of cheap black labour, there was also

a strong feeling that the locations would remain places of barbarism
and any hope of activating notions of the '‘civilizing mission' was
lost. This feeling was still patent in 1881 as can be seen from

the reaction of the editor of the Natal Mercury at the idea of

the location system being implemented throughout colonial South

Africa.

We are not prepared to say that the creation

of Native 'reserves' is a policy altogether
unworthy of consideration - though after our
experience in Natal we doubt the efficacy of

the experiment ... results are self-evident.

The natives are kept down. They do not rise.
They acquire no new habits or domestic rules.
What does happen is that they breed and multiply
.- until they become too many for the limits

originally assigned them...The overflow from the
locations - spread over private farms and
arable grown lands - become a source of doubtful

revenual advantage to the private owner, and
a positive embarrassment to the Government.]

Another issue which took pre-eminence in the minds of the white
Natalians at this time was the matter of Responsible Government.
One particular member of the legislative council, Harry Escombe,
expanded that the colony would never gain Responsible Government
if no provision was made for the representation of the 'natives'.
He further commented that the natives at the present time were
not represented at all.2 The coverage of this issue in the Natal
Mercury illuminates the fact that it was believed that natives,
with none of the trappings of civilization, could never be deemed
fit to be represented in parliament. The article further questions
justifiability of representation when the 'natives' did not even

fall under the same rule of law as the rest of the community.

1. Natal Mercury 28 January 1881

2. Natal Mercury 30 July 1880
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There will be time enough for us to ascertain how
the masses of natives in this colony whose
possessions consist of the heaven above and
the earth beneath, a mielie pot and a "mutji",
may be represented in parliament...Even the
unfreed men of Rome were soon placed with
equality before the law. The Natives here
have not even this privilege. Surely this
anomaly should be swept away before we trouble
about fine points as to the exact manner in
which the native population should vote and be
represented.

However, under whatever system of rule Natal was likely to be
governed in the future, the position of the location policy was
unfavourable to the colonists and in certain quarters they pressed

for change.

Under Responsible Government the management
of the natives, could if it were desirable,
continue very much what it is at present;
but most certainly that is not desirable,
and the time has come when neither under
Responsible Government or any other can one
leave the natives in this colony under the
arbitrary system at present existing.2

To see the colonial attitude towards the Afriéan population as
merely the desire to use the 'native' as a source of cheap and
regular labour, is to misunderétand the relationship which existed
between the Victorian value system and the economic realities

of the day. There is no doubt that the colonists needed labour
for their economic survival and saw in the large indigenous pop-
ulation the potential to satisfy that need but they also believed
in the words of Anthony Trollope that "work is the great civiliser
of the world".3 This collaboration of the ideals of the ‘'civili-
zing mission' and the necessity for the African to participate in
a labour market is neatly summarized in the words of a Natalian

magistrate

1. Natal Mercury 30 July 1880

2. Natal Mercury 9 September 1880

3. Schreuder, D M Pg 283



28.

I believe that those who have the welfare of
the Natives at heart must see that a continuance
of their easy, happy, idle sort'of life, with-
out the stimulating elements of labour, and
hardship, and danger, which go to make a man,
and a man a nation, must only end in degenera-
tion and demoralisation; and if the native 1is
to profit by the blessings which a civilised
Government gives to him, he must learn to share
its lot of labour, and struggle, and to strive
to fit himself for it.!

1. Quoted from Schreuder, D M Pg

308
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CHAPTER THREE

It would be remiss of this study if it were to ignore the Indian
population group which resided in Natal, and the relations and
attitudes which evolved between them and the white colonists.

In this chapter I hope to show in what ways attitudes of the
settler community differed and where they were similar in regard
to the Indian as compared to the indigenous African inhabitant.
However, a short introductory background is necessary in order
to understand the growth of anti-Indian sentiments within the

white sector of the colonial population.

The first Indians arrived in Natal in 1860. They were brought

out to fulfil the growing need for labour in the colony. The
development of the sugar industry relied a great deal on a regular
flow of labour. As has already been discussed the Africans in
the colony were self-sufficient and thus declined to enter the
labour market. The independence in the reserves and in neigh-
bouring territories was a constant source of complaint to the
colonist. Indentured Indians were thus the eventual solution

found to the labour problem.

The decision to import Indian labour was initially viewed as a
temporary expedient until the local Africans could be utilized.
This expedient was for the benefit of the sugar plantations,

and in the event it became a permanent feature of Natal's economic
and social structure. The plantation industry was heavily depend-
ent on labour to ensure its production. This labour was required
for at least a full year and not for shorter periods, thus the
circumstances of the Indians fulfilled this need. They were taken
out of their country and placed in an alien society and were there-

fore totally dependent initially on the plantation. Due to such

factors as their period of indenture, low wages and the pass system,

they were unable to leave it.2

1. Brookes, E and Webb, C Pg 82

2. Kirk, s ‘The Wragg Commission' Pg 8
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When they came to Natal, Indians were regarded as black or
non-European and thus encountered the ideology of rural superiority

if they made claims to equal status with the white settlers. The

reaction of the colonists outside of the planter interest was made
patently clear in a particular letter to the Natal Mercury. The

writer concluded that:

This alien population is the great obstacle
to colonial progress, the paralyser of
European enterprise, and exerts an influence
of an undoubtedly disintergrating character
on the national life ... In the face of this
evil implant measures of protection must be
devised ever it be too late.l

If the Indian problem had centred only on the Indian labourer, then

they could have been accommodated into the existing social structure.

However, once the Indian had served his indenture period (5 years)
and was regarded as 'free' he could take up, independent agricultural

and commercial pursuits which were viable to him.

The Planter's column in the Natal Mercury reported in March

1880 that:

Scarcity does not adequately express the present
state of the labour market. There is practical-

ly no labour offering. A large proportion of
Coolies, on completing their term of assignment,
take to occupations on their own account. A few
free Coolies wander from place to place seeking the
ceasiest work, the highest pay or the most liberal
rations. 3

The existence of free Indians was seen as a challenge to the
existing status quo. This group included the 'passenger' Indians

who paid their own passage to Natal. They were not bound by

1. Natal Mercury 30 September 1881

2. Brookes, E and Webb, C Pg ‘86
3. Natal Mercury 5. March 1880
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a labour contract and soon initiated a merchant class of some
. 1l .

prosperity. There were complaints from all quarters of the

white community regarding the competition which this petty

bourgeois Indian sector offered the settlers.

The Resident Magistrate of the Inanda division explained

that:

Only a small proportion of time-expired Indians
re-engaged with planters, nor is it surprising
that this should be the case, as many ways are
open to them of obtaining a livelihood other
than the drudgery of estate labour - A very
large number of them have become farmers ...
they are fast spreading themselves over the
division .... and becoming the great cultivators
of maize, tobacco and garden produce.2

The free Indians created strong competition against white
agricultural and trading activities. The free Indian traders
were adept at undercutting white traders and succeeded in capturing

much of the balck consumer market.

The Natal Mercury reflected many colonists' feelings,at what they
felt was an intrusion onto their commercial and agricultural

interests when it reported that:

They have taken cultivation of maize out of
colonists' hands, they are fast outshining

the colonist in every other sphere of agri-
cultural enterprise ... Coolie stores are
legion in number throughout the coast districts;
the colonist storekeeper has perforce to retire

and make way for the Coolie storekeeper ....
positions on the railway are no longer the
natural right of the whites ... far removed

from the sphere he was imported for and
supplanting on all hands the very man who
paid for his introduction.3

1. Kirk, S Pg 14
2. Natal Blue Book 1880
3. Natal Mercury 30 September 1881
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Natal's record of dealing with the Indians is one which is not
inspiring. J A Hofmeyr wrote that "The self-interest of the
European brought the Indian to South Afriéa, self-interest has
sought to get rid of him from the country; self-interest in so
far as this cannot be achieved, is determined to keep him in

what is regarded as his place"ﬂ

When the Indians first arrived in Natal, the sugar planters were
very happy to receive their labour yet, writes Brookes and Webb,
"neither the planters nor the colony in general seem to have

forced the sociological implications of the new venture " .2

Many of the settlers felt that no attempt had ever been made to

utilize the vast source of potential labour in the African populatio

The conclusion reached by the Debating Society in Durban was that
the sugar barons were the -only sector to benefit from the existence
of the Indian in the colony. Further, while a hundred thousand
pounds were spent on establishing recruiting agencies in India,

not a penny had been put aside to organise a system that would

motivate the Africans into the labour market.3 A 'True Natalian'

wrote to the Natal Mercury of his concern about the effect the

Indian was having on the community as well reprimanding his fellow
colonists for their failure in their duty to teach the African the

civilizing force of work.

Britain and British born men and women have
abandoned their first love, and instead of
reclaiming the native by teaching him to

work for his living, have been traitors to
their principles, for the sake of filthy lucre,
by upholding the introduction of swarms of
heathens, more bigoted than the Zulu, as de-
based as the hottentot, as patient and sleek
as cats, and more cunning than foxes, and not
only introducing them, but supporting and
buying from them to save a halfpenny in the

l. Quoted in Brookes, E and Webb, C Pg 85
2. Brookes, E and Webb, C Pg 86

3. Natal Mercury 28 September 1881
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shilling ... Our nation and people have
been educated to rise higher and press
onward ever in social, political and
religous attainments ... but here those
high and noble principles are forgotten
--. and the country is filling with a
vast multitude of industry,and who will
ultimately paralyse commerce and civil-
ization and drive the white men from the
soil of Natal.l

C Bolt shows how Victorian writers looked at Indian and African
peoples in different ways. "It seems clear that the African peoples
have always provoked far more animésity“. One of the reasons for
this, Bolt contends, was that Europeans assumed that Africans

had no history and were therefore totally uncivilized while enough
was known of India's ancient civilization, to make similar
criticisms impossible.2 Anogher difference according to Victorian
opinion, was that the African peoples were seen to have a greater
savagery.3 These ideas, however, seem to take on a different flavou.
in the colonial context. If the white settlers feared the physical
threat of the Zulu people than evidence confirms that they feared
to a greater extent the economic and social threat apparent in

the presence of the Indians. Comparisons were made between the
African, who at least in his barbarism could be moulded along the
lines of British civilization, and the Indian who with his cunning

and aquisitive nature was beyond any reform.

The Coolie is descendent of a race highly civilized
in mechanical application, but also a race utterly
wanting in moral rigidity; the Kafir may lack

the former, but beyond question is fairly en-

dowed with the latter. The Kafir may lack
knowledge, but he is rich in wisdom ... As a
servant the Kafir is cleanlier, and in truth-
fulness, sobriety, faithfulness and physical
strength far excels the Coolie.S3

1. Natal Mercury 6 December 1882

2. Bolt, C Pg 208
3. Ibid Pg 209

4. Natal Mercury 30 September 1881
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The dramatic increase in the Indian population as a whole also

served to compound white settler fears and agitations.

Whites Indians
1876 18846 6787
1884 35453 27206 1

These figures include the free, passenger and indentured Indians

in Natal. The pressure of a different race and cultural group
of such numbers, many settlers felt, was deterring other European
settlers from immagrating to Natal.? Others s.aw the Indians as

moving in and 'taking over'.

They (Indians) have largely added to our insecurity,
and as the numbers increase matters will grow

worse ... They are free consumers of liquors, and
habitual smugglers, thereby not only quarrelling with
themselves, but helping to ruin our Kafirs L.u3

All the white population, other than planters will

be "crowded out" by the Coolie ... as will in-
evitably happen under the present system.4

F Lemig wrote to the Natal Mercury in 1881 expressing his opinion

that education was giving the Indian the chance to climb the
economic and social scale. This, he feels, does not auger well
for the future especially because whites in the future would be

pushed out of their positions.

The numerous schools opened in this colony

I see with awe and fear for the future ...

The populus should be educated according

to their intellectual ripeness ... I don't
think this is the case with most of the
Coolies we have in Natal ... It would be

wise on our part to check these revolution-
ary feelings of Coolies. Indeed it would be

a pity for our old colonists to see the coming

l. Kirk, S Pg 15
2. Natal Mercury 6 December 1882

3. Natal Mercury 29 June 1880

4. Natal Mercury 14 November 1882
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of a time when the situations deserved by
their children should be filled by Collies
for a cheaper pay.1

Similar reactions are apparent when the settlers were condronted
with the idea of the Indian owning or even leasing land. For

this would give them a definite foothold in the colony and they
could no longer be regarded as merely aliens and imported; short

term labour.

I consider there wil be four times as many
Coolies as there are whites, say in twenty
years; and if Coolies are allowed to become
landowners (as there is every proof they are
and intend to be) by the present owners of
land leasing it to them with the option of
purchase, what then?_ ...

If they become possessed of blocks of land all

along the coast, that is there to prevent them -
from forming settlements of their own, that will
become hotbeds of crime and rebellion. There -

fore, for the safety and comfort of the white
population, the sooner a law is passed pro-
hibiting Coolies from owning land the better.?

A proclamation issued in 1843 by Her Majesty's Governemnt stated,
"There shall not be in the eye of the law, any distinction or
disqualification whatever founded upon mere distinctions of colour,
origin, language, or creed, but the protection of the law, in
letter and in substance, shall be extended impartially to all alike™".
Once the Indian had served his indenture period and was'free' as

was the passenger Indian, they began to claim the equality offered
under the 1843 Proclamation. For example if they fulfilled the
conditions of the franchise they expected to receive the right to
vote. The colonists were very much against any Indian taking part
in the government of the colony and the Legislative Council
attempted to prevent the Indians' participation. One representative

reporting to the council said:

1. Natal Mercury 22 July 1881

2. Natal Mercury 16 April 1880

3. Quoted in Kirk, S Pg 13
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They would find the Coolies were not a people
whom it was designed by the Charter should

have a vote or be qualified to take a seat

in the house ... They were polygamists and
practised altogether at variance with the customs
of a Christian nation. They had also a very
small estimate of human life and thought no
more of taking the life of a man than of a
dog... There was thus nothing in their training
to fit them for free institutions or for the
exercise of the franchise.

However, the liberal ideal inhibited the Natal Legislative
Council from passing legislation which was deemed repugnant
to the British Government. Explicit racial clauses would there-

fore not be accepted.

The advice given by a contributor to the Natal Mercury who signed

himself "A Durbanite" was rather ominus in its predictions.

--- This Indian tide...is fast threatening to

swamp us ... the coloured people are under the
protection of the Home and Indian Governments.

It would be worse than useless to moot the question

at present... I know that many thinking colonists

.--- have misgivings ...so far as the relative position
of white and black is concerned....This much is
certain, however, to tackle satisfactorily this

and many other questions, we must have Responsible
Government. 2

The inauguration of Responsible Government, did indeed bring with
it a flood of anti-Indian Legislation, including that concerning
the franchise, immigration and the competition offered by Indian
traders. This is, however, a topic which does not fall strictly

into the limits placed on this discussion.

1. Natal Mercury 16 February 1880

2. Natal Mercury 5 April 1882
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It can then be seen that settler attitude towards the Indians
had a definite difference in approach and, acceptance than that
shown toward the African. The Indian was alien and a threat
to the white economic and social superiority structure while
the African, although heathen and 'barbaric', was regarded in

a much more paternalistic light.
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CONCLUSION

Her (Britain's) flag wherever it has advanced

has benefited the country over which it floats:
and has carried with it civilization, the
Christian religion, order, justice and prosperity.
England has always treated a conquered race with
justice, and what under her law is the law for the
white man is the law for his black, red and yellow
brother.1

So spake David Wells in 1846. This conception of Empire was
commonly held by those Victorians who were involved in events
outside Britain. The great strength of Britain as compared to
the extra-European world made it easy enough for these liberal
motives to degenerate into feelings of racial and national

superiority. In 1904, Sir Francis Younghusband wrote, that,

No European can mix with non-Christian races
without feeling his moral superiority over
them...Our superiority over them is not due
to mere sharpness of intellect, but to the
higher moral nature to which we have attained
in the development of the human race.?2

From Britain the settlers brought with them, not only notions

of spreading Christianity and ideals of the ‘'civilizing mission',
but also feelings of superiority and 'cultural belligerance’'.

These feelings were moulded and evolved in different ways accord-
ing to the colonists experience of the indigenous peoples and

any other population group with whom he came into contact. of
particular importance is the connection made between the Protestant
work ethic and the process of civilization. The economic realities
of the colonial situation, particularly the need for labour, found
the settler community justifying their efforts to extract this
supply from the African population as the means to a higher
cultural standard. This evolved to such an extent that the 'need’
and the 'mission' became two sides of the same coin. This under-
standing of the relationship between these ideals is clearly
reflected in a leading articel written by the editor of the editor

of the Natal Mercury in 1869.

l. Quoted in Huttenback,R A Pg 14
2. Quoted in Huttenback,R A Pg 15
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With one hand to raise the rising Native
population from out of the degradation in which
their fathers live, to teach him' the rules and
restrictions of civilized life, as well as to
point out its advantages; and, with the other,
gradually to lead them on to exercise the
functions and perform the duties which a higher
condition of life necessitates .. When contemplat-
ing these changes the horizon of the future
becomes clearer and we can see our Native population
gradually acquiring habits of regular industry
---. and instead of remaining an element of dread
and danger, becoming a sure fount from which a
steady supply of labour will flow, and a safe
foundation upon which we may firmly build our
temple of prosperity.]

As the nineteenth century progressed, the belief that English

laws and English principles of government as essential to the

freedom of mankind became an entrenched ideal so that at the turn

of the century Joseph Chamberlain, the secretary of state for the
colonies could proclaim, "I believe that the British race is the
greatest of governing races the world has ever seen".2 All in all,

the Natal colonists felt that they could pride themselves on their
good government of the Africans and even if their goals, as far

as their 'civilizing mission' and their utilization of this population
as a labour supply, were neither complete nor totally satisfactory,

they could still announce that,

They (Africans) have lands on which to live and
just laws to live under. They have found a
government acting impartially up to the strictest
principles of justice betwixt man and man -
between race and race - erring, if anything, in
favour of the darker people. They have found
opportunities of earning money in excess of their
requirements and have had, in short, no cause for
complaint against either the Government or the
colonists.3

1. Quoted from the Natal Mercury 'Centenary Souvenir',

25 November 1952.
2. Quoted from Huttenback, R A

3. Quoted from Wilks, T For the Love of Natal
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