


THE Prj me Minister, Mr B. J . Vorster met the members of the Executive Committee of the South African Indian 
Council on Friday June 5, 1976, in Cape Town . Also present at the meeting were the Minister of Indian Affairs, Mr 
Marais Steyn , the Secretary for Indian Affairs, Mr H. A. Prinsloo, the Regional Representative of the Department 
in Durban, Mr M . J . de W . van Eyssen and the chairman of the S.A.I.C ., Mr A. Moo"a . ln our photograph with the 
Prime Minister are Mr J . N. Reddy, Chairman of Executive Committee Mr I. F. H. Mayet and Mr G. Munsook. Other 
members of the Committee who do not appear in the photograph are Mr I. Kathrada and Mr A. Rajbansi. 
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MIEMPIE DE KOCK 


FIVE years have gone bysince we visi 
ted Cape Town to report on the chan
ges planned for the Indian community 
in the mother city and its environs. 
It was a sunny clear day in October 
1971 when we took a picture in Ry
lands where the first of the 133 econ
omic homes, planned by the Depart
ment of Community Development, 
were under construction - Table 
Mountain was clearly etched against 
the sky in the background of our photo
graph. This time we drove out on a grey 
misty morning in May 1976 and left 
the mountain behind to loom over the 
bustling mother city. What we found in 
Rylands this time was a dream come 
true. Not only were 170 neat and tidy 
homes completed and nestling in their 
well-kept gardens economic 
homes, private homes, big and small 
- but we also saw 11 blocks, 
accommodating 104 flats which have 
since been completed by the Depart-
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1. With the new building in the background the 
principal Mr I. Waja and his deputy Mr B. Lalla dis
cuss final arrangements for moving in. 

2. And for the more affluent citizen this beaut iful 
residence . 

3. The Gatesville business centre on Klipfontein 
road where 62 shops will open their doors within 
a month or two. 

4. A hive of last minute activities at the new Indian 
High SChool in Rylands, Cape Town . 

5. Mr L Walters, Circuit Inspector was in Cape 
Town at the time of our visit and we found him in 
conversation with the deputy principal Mr B. Lalla 
and the principal of Rylands State Indian High 
School, Mr I. Waja . 
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ment of Community Development. 
Here families are enjoying all the mod
ern conveniences of apartment living 
- as one tenant remarked : " Do you 
see how neat and tidy we keep the 
building - it is our pride and joy. There 
is no need for ugly lines of laundry be
ca use special facilities have been pro
vided ." 
Apart from the 170 economic houses 
which the Department of Community 
Development has provided the City 
Council of Cape Town plans another 
512 living units to consist of : 

113 Three bedroomed houses 
4 Three bed roomed maisonettes 

and 
20 Two bedroomed maisonettes. 

Driving further along the tarred streets 
that criss-cross the township, we 
found the pride of the community 
the beautiful new yellow brick high 
school, where Mr I. Waja the principal 
and his deputy, Mr B. Lalla were wait
ing to welcome us - amidst active 
building operations that were still go
ing on. It is envisaged that the school 
will cater initially for pupils up to 
Standard 7 and progressively develop 
into a fully fledged high school. The 
buildings were erected at a cost of ± 
R~ mi Ilion . It features a number of spe
cialist rooms among them being a 
manual training centre, two labor
atories with a science lecture theatre, 
a soundproof music room, a domestic 
science centre and art and typing 
rooms. The school will therefore be 

fully equipped to meet the numerous 
demands of differentiated education 
and a wide variety of courses will be 
offered to cater for the educational 
needs of the pupils . 
Just next door to the school similar 
activities were in progress - the 
Gatesville business centre on Klip
fontein road is nearing completion . 
Here the " butcher, the baker and 
candlestick maker" will have close 
competition from the other 62 traders 
in this modern shopping complex 
designed around a plaza where ample 
parking under shady trees will be pro
vided. 

In 1971 facilities for sports enthus
iasts were non-existent. Today the Ry
lands Sports Centre, built by the City 
Council of Cape Town , is no more a 
fleeting dream, but a reality. Four soc
cer fields and 2 cricket pitches are 
available to the Indian youth and mod
ern change room facilities are in use. 
To my question " How about facilities 
for Indian girls?" I was told that it was 
still in the planning stage. Maybe 
something to look forward to on our 
next visit perhaps! But I was also told 
that the Indian girls from both Crav
enby and Rylands are active in the Girl 
Guide movement. The boys in Rylands 
have a Scout group going . 
And then we drove to Cravenby 
How well I remember when I spoke to 
tenants and owners in 1971 , how 
enthusiastic they were - this time 
youths were idling on the street cor

ners and lonely, hungry mongrel dogs 
were rolling in the rubbish that was 
everywhere - on streetcorners, in 
nearby vacant lots . Badly constructed 
privately owned apartment buildings 
with rows and rows of laundry strung 
from window to window were an eye
sore. But luckily this seems just to be a 
lull in the march of time because the 
Divisional Council of the Cape plans 
60 flats and 20 economic houses for 
Cravenby and the Department of Com
munity Development hopes to erect 81 
economic homes as well as 75 sub
economic houses soon . These addit
ions will surely give Craven by the 
face-lift it badly needs . 

Planning of the Oriental Plaza in the 
historical District Six area has reached 
an advanced stage. The sixty shops 
will have an international flavour 
wh ich is sure to attract the many tour 
ists visiting Cape Town . This complex 
will also be linked to the new show hall 
to be built by the City Council. If the 
budget of the Department of Com
munity Development permits, it is 
hoped that tenders for the complex will 
be called for during the coming finan 
cial year. 
And so we bid goodbye to the Cape 
which Sir Frances Drake called the 
fairest he had seen in his circum
ference of the earth and Lawrence G. 
Green described : " Steep mountains 
and the ragi ng sea have given th is re
mote peninsula some protection from 
the deadly hand of man." 0 
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6. It shows you what can 
ination and perseverancel 

be done w ith imag 7. Sil houetted against the grey misty sky ~re the 
apartment buildings erected by the Department of 

8 . A street in Rylands Cape Town 
apartment buildings and neat ho

featu ri ng the 
mes. on tidy 

Community Development with the new school streets well signposted. 
build ings on the right. 

Members at a meeting in Cape Town of the Cape Standing Committee of the South Afri<!an Indian 
Council. From the left : Mr G. Munsook, Mr R. Bhana, Mr C. C. Palsania and Mr G. N. Naidoo. 
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