




























ment it had the blessings of Sastri, the first Agent
GeneraL It is situated on the landside of the first un
dulation from the sea at Isipingo and is a delightful setting 
for its purpose. One of the rules is that no European 
woman be invited or be allowed to enter the club with
out an escort. For some years its members entertained 
Europeans lavishly, quite apart from official functions 
in honour of distinguished visitors. Now the entertain
ment has been dropped, Indians being finally persuaded 
that the acceptance of hospitality does not carry with it 
an obligation to think well of Indians. Indeed, at a 
hazard, I fancy that the majority of Europeans who 
have enjoyed a Sunday at the Orient Club as guests 
of the President and members have left wondering what 
Indians have to complain about in South Africa, so 
pleasant are the surroundings and so obvious the signs of 
hospitality. 

Before Kajee settled down completely to business and 
politics he spend a short time at Aligarh College in India. 
Here he got himself into trouble as an agitator. The 
story is that at debating societies he spoke extravagantly 
in support of Indian's independence, and got himself 
expelled as a consequence. Report has it that he after
wards went to sea as a tally-clerk in a cargo boat plying 
between Indian ports and Malaya. It is a pity there are 
no records of his experiences. His relatives in Natal 
were not at all pleased with him. 

Eventually he returned to Durban, probably a much 
sadder and wiser young man. The experience, no doubt, 
reflected his father's wandering instincts. It was a good 
thing to get such wanderlust worked out of him early 
in life. 

It was time to get down to business and a future. He 
took a room at 175 Grey Street as the first step towards 
it, and started business as a broker and agent. 

This is the usual course adopted by Indians who as 
clerks in the offices of others are ambitious enough to 
strike out as individuals. They all become agents and 
brokers. It requires little or no capital; it can be operat
ed even without an office; the use of somebody's tele
phone and business address is sufficient office furniture. 
A youngster of twenty will start thus. He scours the 
newspapers and the manufacturer's list looking for an 
agency. He wants a quick seller, something like tea or 
cooking oil, sugar or soap, the necessities of the larder. 
He does not want pots and pans that never break and 
that stand gathering dust in the retailer's back premises. 
If he can get cooking oil he i,s made. He comes round 
with a sample, leaves his business card-he loves his 
business card-and hangs like a leech to the job. He sees 
no more of the product than the sample. He pays no 
money to the manufacturer. He passes orders. The 
manufacturer does the rest. There is no risk except in 
a bad payer, and even then the young salesman can, with 
the discretion with which he is endowed, avoid diffi
culty. The two qualities he requires are almost natural 
to his race, a flair for selling and that virtue of the 
economist, abstinence. Of these the more important is 
abstinence; a willingness, a determination to give up 
pleasure, to work late and early, and to eat only when 
hungry, to live, in fact, on "the smell of an oil rag". 

There are hundreds of young Kajees, in and out of 
retail shops in Durban and throughout the settlements 
and villages in Natal. To watch any of them is to watch 
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not started in the offices and the shops and the ware
houses of Indian employers European women objected 
to being thrown out of work on such flimsy pretexts and 
addressed memoranda to Ministers setting out the facts 
that their treatment by Indian employers was satisfac
tory, and that they had no occasion to complain of 
molestation or design by Indians under the same roof. 

It is doubtful whether there was in the whole country 
a genuine case proved of molestation of European girls 
by their Indian employers, or any advances which could 
be looked upon as serious interferences with the "Eur
opean moral code". This is not to say that Indians are 
more moral than members of other races of the same 
class. It is to say that they are not more immoral, and 
that European women are never in danger with Indians 

. unless they want to be. 
lt would be remarkable if in city life where Indians 

and Europeans work in the same establishments, mar
riages between the two races has never been recorded. 
It is still a fact that these marriages are so few that they 
arouse attention when they occur. 

The problem of miscegenation in South Mrica has 
nothing to do with Indians. The mixed communities here 
are the products of European-Mrican cohabitation. The 
extent of Indian-Mrican miscegenation is extremely 
small. Indians, Kajee argued, must not be blamed or 
humiliated for the follies of others. Even in those cases 
where it was alleged Indians had married Europeans, he 
pointed out it, was not always possible to prove the so 
called European was in fact a European. Many coloured 
people pass as Europeans. 

The care with which Kajee searched the records all 
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over the country for proof of such marriages was recogn
ised by everyone connected with the proposed legis
lation. There was a case in which he had collected an 
affidavit relating to an alleged marriage which was 
recorded in the evidence laid before the Commission of 
Inquiry. Later the affidavit proved to be false. Kajee 
went to unprecedented lengths to discover the truth 
about the matter in order to correct the error and give 
the evidence of the South Mrican Indian Congress a 
fool-proof value. 

In the ordinary course of conducting the case for the 
South Mrican Indian Congress, Kajee wrote personal 
letters to almost every member of Parliament, inter
viewed the leaders of the parties, and led delegations to 
meetings such as that of the Labour Party caucus to 
which Indians had been invited after Kajee had made 
the most urgent representations to Labour leaders like 
Senator Briggs. Where he made no personal approach 
by letter or by interview, he sent telegrams. 

His work did not stop at importuning European public 
men. The Indian community itself had to be educated 
both in the implications of the Bill and on the nature of 
the assurance given by Congress upon which the Prime 
Minister made his decisions to withdraw the legislation. 
Mass meetings were held in Indian centres throughout 
the country and Indian employers requested to dismiss 
their European employees. 

Between the two, Kajee and his colleagues were placed 
in an uncomfortable position. Having won the case with 
the Government, it became necessary to win the case 
with the Indians. Indian leaders were always "in the 
middle"; this time between the unctuous moral rectitude 
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