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"We do not think that the White labouring popula· 
tion need be alarmed about the fancied effects of Indian 
competition. The coolie is a capital field labourer in 
cases where it would not pay to employ White labour 
and he is a successful accessory in mechanical industry, 
but that is all. His presence will rather be a benefit 
to European mechanics and workmen, in as much as the 
enlarged production and increase of prosperity he will 
create, must give wider scope for the employment of our 
own skilled countrymen. 

"We see no reason why a coolie should not be 
encouraged in his natural wish to make money more 
rapk!1y by working for himself. In creating wealth, he 
must benefit the community in greater degree. Hence 
we think the Government may layout small plots of 
land among those to be allotted to kaffirs, for sale to 
free coolies, of course, at the upset price. .. We can 
conceive that private planters and landowners might 
find it remunerative to encourage small coolie growers 
to cultivate for themselves by offering patches of lease 
or bought land and to crush their canes at the land
lord's mill." 

Even the Mayor of Durban was loud in his 
praise for Indian labourers and declared in trium
phant tones in 1865: 

"Only six kaffirs remained in the employ of the 
Corporation, the bulk of them having been discharged 
with a view to economy and the town gang consists, 
with this exception, entirely of coolies who are found 
to work satisfactorily under the superintendence of the 
foreman and under·foreman of the Town Works." 

There was very good reason, however, for this 
jubilation. The Indian had made his impact felt 
on the production of sugar. From an export figure 
of £19,401 in 1861 it rose to £180,496 in 1871. 

In 1866 a depression swept through Natal. The 
end of the American Civil War was followed by a 
world-wide collapse of markets. Indian immigrants 
were equally hard hit. Impoverished planters found 
it difficult to employ labourers; many of them, 
therefore, found themselves unemployed. Partly due 
to the trade depression and partly because of com
plaints of ill-treatment of labourers and violation of 
the terms of indenture by employers, Indians were 
not brought into Natal between 1866 and 1874. 

Indentures Expire 
The indentures of those who arrived in 1866 

had expired in 1870 and only one of the time
expired men entered into fresh indentures. The 
rest started off on their own in various fields in 
South Africa. After ten years' residence in Natal 
in 1870, only 411 Indians decided to return to India 
in terms of the free passage arrangements. The 
maximum number of males eligible for this grant 
was 587. 

Although Section 28 of Law 14 of 1859 allowed 
labourers to commute their free return passage after 
ten years' stay in the Colony for crown lands equiva
lent in value to the cost of the journey, only 53 
Indians received these grants until the law per· 

Indentured labourers on becoming free, began market gardening, hawking or fishing. Indians are 
born fishermen and took to this occupation with great enthusiasm. 
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ROUGH 
ROADS ... 

OT 
ROADS ... 

WET 
ROADS ... 

I nsist on the 

SAFES 
tyres. Ask your 

dealer to fit 
long-life 
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