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INTRODUCTION 

When primary education for the children 
of a comunity is limited to Standard IV for a 
period of 30 years, it goes without saying that 
this situation evinces apathy on the part of 
the Authorities! Such was  the "chaotic" situa- 
tion of Indian primary education in Natal from 
1869 to 1899. The greater part of this period 
was characterised by almost absolute emphasis 
on little other than the three R's-Reading, 
Writing and Arithmetic-and not without justi- 
fication. Economcially the Indian was depen- 
dent on the European and,  a s  a means of 
fostering mutual understanding, the English 

language medium was indispensable. Socially, 
the Indian still clung tenaciously to the pattern 
of his forebears and there was  little demand for 
educaticn on a higher level for some time. 

The em~loye r s  were concerned, at first, 
with labour supply. Education was not their 
concern, quite unlike the position existing today 
--employers on large estates (sugar cane, 
wattle) establish State-aided schools for the 
children of Indian employees, as a n  important 
means of maintaining a constant labour supply. 
Neither did the Colony take the onus for scme 
time. 



DAY AND NIGHT SCHOOL ing. A report for 1884 gives a n  account of a n  

In 1869 the total Indian population was as 
follows: Males-3,825; females-1,472. Of this 
population, boys only attended Rev. Stott's 
school, there being 32 on the roll in 1869. The 
Reverend had to attend to the education of 
both, that of the young pupils and of the youths. 
and adults who were occupied during the day. 
Hence the need for keeping school in thg day  
as well a s  in the night. . The Reverend had a 
special motive for running the night schcol, 
namely, to train the future teachers for the 
Indian schools a s  they sprang up cn the cane 
plantations. 

ATTENDANCE 
The growth in the school populati, 

slow a s  the following figures reveal:-- 
Total Indian population: 
Year 1870 1871 1875 
Males 3438 3458 5189 
Females 1420 1612 3260 
TOTAL 4858 5070 8449 
Total School population: 
Boys 44 48 65 
Glrls 0 4 20 
TOTAL 44 52 85 
Total Indian population: 
Year 1877 1878 1879 

3n was 

1876 
6650 
3101 
975 1 

46 
0 

46 

1880 
Males 8338 11571 11530 10155 
Females 4485 5476 5469 5413 
TOTAL 12823 17047 16999 15568 
Total School population: 
Boys 57 48 121 174 
Girls 0 0 15 22 
TOTAL 57 48 136 196 

It will be noticed from the table that the 
number of girls attending school was  negligible. 
The reluctance of Indian parents to sarid their 
daughters to schwl  .has not altogether 
disappeared, and in those pioneer days in 
Indian education, the conservativism (for which 
parents were not to be entirely blame?) was 
somewhat rigid. 

The position of the Indian iamily of the 
Nineteenth Century (as of a number of families 
to this day) may be compared with that of the 
English family at the time of the Industrial 
Revolution in regard to economy. Every 
member of the family was regarded a s  a poten- 
tial earner from an  early age  and the choice 
ha3  to be made between schooling and earn- 

important reason for slow progress in educa- 
tion: ". . . one of the chief hindrances to p r e  
gress is the facility with which Indian children 
can earn a living. There is hardly a boy or 
girl of seven' years of age whose earnings do 
not contribute some trifle to their parents' stock, 
or for whom employment as domestic servants 
in European families might not be obtained if 
desired: Boys are  frequently kept m a y  from 
school by their parents for half and even whole 
days  in order that they may hawk fruit and 
vegetables, work in the gardens . . . ." In 1895 
the average regular daily attendance in Indian 
schools was 46%. 

THE NUMBER OF SCHOOLS 

In no year was  it possible to scry wlth any  
certainty the number of schools it was hoped 
would be  kept open. A number of difficulties 
accounted for this. For instance, when a school 
was opened on a sugar plantation, there was  
no teacher available; again, the attendance at 
some schools fell to such a low flgure that it 

was inevitable that the school should close 
down; when the population shifted from one 
plantation or a rea  to another, i t  implied the 
closing down of the szhool in that area. 

For a considerable number of years the 
schools for Indian pupils were established and 
conducted by the various missions. Only later 
were the schools, in Eome cases, run by the 
sugar estates or by the Colony The following ' 
table gives some idea of the slow growth:- 

Number of 

Year Schools Location 

1868 1 Durban 
1869 2 Durban. . 
1870 2 Durban. 
1871 3 Durban (2): South Coast (1). 
1872 4 Durban (2); South Coast (1); 

North Coast (1). 
1873 4 a s  for 1872. 
1874 4 a s fo r1872 .  
1875 2 Durbnn. 
1876 2 Durban. 
1877 2 Durban. 
1878 2 Durban 
1879 3 Durban 
1880 8 Durban (41, No~th Ccast ( I ) ,  

South Ccast (1) .  Pleterrnalllc- 
burs (2) 





Indian pupils were allowed to enter for the 
Natal Primary School Certificate Examinatio~l 
in 1929. Strangely enough, it took at least 3U 
years before the education of Indian pupils 
was  raised beyond the Standard Four level, 
and it was about the same number of years 
before Indian pupils were permitted to writc 
the Standard Six Examination written by 
European pupils. That year the subjects offered 
were-English A or Dutch A; Mathematics; 
History; Geography; English B or Dutch B; 
Science; Woddwork for boys); Domestic Science 
(for girls); Hygiene and Temperance; Drawing. 

In 1929 pupils from the following schools 
entered: (1) Durban-Carlisle Street Indian 
School; (2) Durban-Depot Road Government 
Indian School; (3) Tongaat-Government-aided 
Indian Boys' School; (4) Tongaat-Fairbreeze 
Indian School; (5) Umhloti Indian School; (6) 
Pietermaritzburg-York Road Government 
Indian School. The following year additions 
were: Sastri College, Mitchell Crescent, Cato 
Manor, Umgeni, Sydenham Boysg, Sydenham 
Girls', Tinley Manor and Malvern-all in 
Durban and its environs; St. Xavier's, Melville, 
Mount Edgecombe, and Stanger-all along the 
North Coast; Port Shepstone, in the South Coast; 
Pietermsritzburg Indian Teachers' Junior Train- 
ing Clsss, Railway, Sutherlands and Greytown 
-11 in the Midlands. 
Sncondary Education in Natal: 

Fourteen years after the establishment of 
primary education for Europeans in Natal, 
secondary education was offered to them. Yet 
i t  took 61 years from the beginnnig of Rev. 
Stott's first school in 1868 before the first batch 
of Indian pupils wrote the Education Depart- 
ment's external examination for Standard Six. 

This is how Standard VII was offered to 
the Indian pupils in Durban: When in 1899 
Indian pupils were prohibited from attending 
the Durban Primary School (European), pressure 
was exerted by the Indians, particularly by H. 
L. Paul, a n  Indian interpreter of the Law Court. 
Mr. Paul agitated a s  his son's education was 
going to suffer, for he had nowhere else to go 
after passing Standard IV. In 1899 the Durban 
Higher Grade Indian School was established 
for Indian pupils who wished to proceed 
beyond Standard IV up to Standard VII. One 

may conjecture what the plight of Indian edu- 
cation would have been if there had been no 
agitation I 

A Higher Grade Indian School was  also 
opened at Pietermaritzburg in October 1902, 
under john Fann. Classes were conducted up  
to Standard VII. That school has  survived 
under different names until today, i t  is known 
a s  the Woodlands Indian High School. 

Not sufficient responsibility for Indian 
secondary education was evident on the part 
of the Education Department, as secondary 
edilcation stagnated at Standard VII level. This 
was where Indian initiative played a signal 
part-as it is doing to this day. In 191 1, through 
private enterprise the Indian Education Institute 
was  established and which conducted a High 
School for Indian in Durban. This school was  
staffed by European teachers imported from 
India. In the face of expenditure and  with the 
responsibility of a n  onerous task the Institute 
p r o ~ e d  a success. The history of Indian secon- 
dary education in the first quarter of the 
Twentieth Century and in fact thereafter to en 
extent, would have been somewhat different in 
Durbsn had the Indian Educational Institute 
survived. The outbreak of World War I caused 
the High School to close down. Evidence of 
the good work produced was that the Institute 
prepared 108 pupils for the Cape University 
junior Certificate Examination. 

In 1916 the mission school at Sydenham, 
which was now called the Sydenham Indian 
College (as teacher-training had started here 
besides the running of the normal school) began 
a Standard VII class. 

The Higher Grade Indian School (Durban) 
in its new premises, was known a s  the Carlisle 
Street Government Indian School. Arrange- 
ments were made here in 1918 to establish 
"higher" education for Indian pupils (meaning 
secondary education above Standard VII). 
Classes were begun by the Natal Education 
Department to prepare Indian pupils for the 
University Junior Certificate and the Matricula- 
tion Examinations respectively. This school 
continued to provide such secondary education 
until the opening of Sastri College in 1930. 





"Nits" Journal. The exigency of accommoda- 
tion decided in favour of a mixed school. 

The school was opened on 24th January, 
1956, with a staff of 25 (male and female mem- 
bers). This school holds a unique position in 
the history of Indian secondary education in 
Natal, a s  i t  is the only mixed school offering 
tuition up to Standard X, wiih a highly quali- 
fied Indian female staff (a few hold double 
dwrees). Surely this shculd be a n  eye-opener 
13 the other mixed high schools. 

In 1956 the enrol men:^ were: Boys 621, 
girls 64, Total 685. Of this toial, 178 were in 
Standard VI, 332 in Standard VII and 102 in 
VIII. Standard VI classes huve been discon- 
iinued. 

(e) H. S. DONE PRIMARY SCHOOL: When 
the numbers seeking admission to Standard VII 
at Clairwood High School became "beyond 
control", this primary school ran Standard VII 
classes till such time a s  other high schools 
were ready. In 1959 this primary school trans- 
ferred all Standard VII pupils to the Kathiawad 
and the Orient High Schools respectively, only 
to renew its service in conducting secondary 
classes (Standard VII) in 1960. 

(f)  GREYVlLLE PRIMARY SCHOOL: As 
from February 1960 Standard VII classes have 
c3.il.nonced a s  the accommcda:ion at the high 
schools is at a premium. 

(9) DEPOT ROAD PRIMARY SCHOOL: The 
rc:~larks made for Greyville School apply to 
thls school as well. 

(h) KATHIAWAD GOVERNMENT-AIDED 
INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: This school was 
opened in 1959 with only secondary classes. In 
1950 it was not possible to admit all applicants. 

(i) ORIENT GOVERNMENT-AIDED INDIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL: The remarks made in regard 
to Kathiawad High School hold here as well. 

It will be noticed that this and the Kathia- 
wad a re  the only aided high schools. 
(2) North Coast: 

(a) STANGER INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: On 
3rd August, 1920, a Government school for 
Indians was opened in Stanger. It took a 
period of 22 years from then before the first 
Standard VII class was started in January, 1942: 

From the beginning of 1944 up to the end 
of 1948, those pupils who passed the Junior 
Certificate Examination and who wished to 
proceed to Standard IX went to Sastri College 
or to the Girls' High School. In 1949 this school 
began its senior section. 

(b) TONGAAT INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: 
Tongaat, unlike Stanger, has  its Indian Schools 
Trust Board to which credit must be given for 
approaching the Education Department in 
regard to secondary education for Indians. The 

Administration agreed to the opening of a 
secondary school and the first Standard VII 
class began in 1945. With the introduction of 
Standard IX in 1950 this institution became a 
high school. 

(c) VERULAM INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: 
The erection of this s choo~ .was  undertaken by 
the Verulam Indian School Board and was 
completed in 195 1. Actual class work began in 
1952. The Board handed over the entire build- 
ing a s  a gift to the Provincial Administration. 
In 1953 i: received high schoo! status. 

(3) South Coast: 

(a) UMZINTO INDIAN HIGH SCHOOL: 
The school was erected by the Umzinto and 
District Indian Educational Trust; it was 
originally a primary school and  opened on 
22nd January, 1943. 

In 1949 the first secondary clas started, 
with a roll of 26. This school gained the status 
of a hish school in 1951. 

(b) PORT SHEPSTONE INDIAN SECON- 
DARY SCHOOL: This school has been a 
primary institution but a s  from 1960 a Standard 
VII class has begun. 7, 



(a) W 0 0 DL AND S INDIAN HIGH 
SCHOOL: Unlike those at Tongaat, Verulam 
and Umzinto, this school was built by the 
Province, and began a s  the "Indian Higher 
Grade School" on 1st October, 1902. It came 
about when Indian pupils were prohibited from 
attending the "Model School" (European) in 
Pietermaritzburg. 

"The school of those days evidently ccn- 
sisted of one long room divided into three 
classrooms by the use of sliding partitions." 

The Woodlands school is singular in that 
its name has changed four times. Beginning 
a s  the Higher Grade Indian School in 1902, i t  
became the York Road School in 1915. By 
1937 the name was changed to Greytown Road 
Secondary School and later to Woodlands 
Road Secondary School. In 1945 the name 
changed to its present one. 

Enrolment on the first day  in 1902 was 40 
and by the end of the year 74 pupils had been 
admitted to the register. In 1908 there were 
SEVEN boys in Standard VII and they wrote 
that year the "Natal Merit Certificate Examina- 
tion conducted by the Natal Education Depart- 
ment." In 1917 the policy was  adopted of 
restricting admission s3 a s  to admit only thoss 
pupils who had passed Standard 3. From 1920 
uniil 1934 the school catered for classes from 
Standard IV to VII. Since then the admissions 
have gradually been restricted so that in 1960 
11s priincrry classes exist. 

'This school hclds a unique posiiton in 
Nata! in that this was the only institution for 
Indians that offered training in woodwork up 
to Standard VII. In one respect this school is 
parallel to Sastri College: premises had to be 
leased to accommodate secondary classes. In 
the Midlands this school can lay yet another 
claim to fame. The Report for 1918 stated: "In 
the training of . . . teachers a n  attempt has  been 
made to start a continuation class at York Road 
Government School, the qualification for 
entrance being the passing of Standard VI . . ." 

(b) PIETERMARITZBURG INDIAN GIRLS' 
HIlGH SCHOOL: Secondary education for 
Indian girls was offered at Woodlands High 
School. However, various factors proved the 

need for a separate school offering secondary 
education to Indian girls. 

To quote from a report: "As from 1947 
secondary education will be initiated at the 
Pietermaritzburg Indian Girls' High School. 
Starting with a Standard VII that year, a full 
Matriculation course will be available there in 
1950.'' 

(c) GREYTOWN INDIAN SECONDARY 
SCHOOL: It took over half a century from the 
beginning of elementary education in the 
Umvoti District before Standard VII was intro- 
duced. "A new block of five rooms . . . was 
placed at the disposal of the authorities t6 ease 
the pressure in the primary section and make 
room for secondary pupils. Since 1951 this 
school has had secondary classes up to Stan- 
dard VIII, after which level pupils may proceed 
to high schools elsewhere, e.g., thcse in Pieter- 
ni~ritzburg. 

( 5 )  Northern Natal: 

(a) ESTCOURT GOVERNMENT INDIAN 
SEZONDARY SCHOOL: At first there was a 
primary schoc! (in 1899) but it was  temporarily 
closed down cwing to the Anglo-Boer War 
when mcrny Indian families moved south. 

Expansion in industry and grcwth in 
population must inzvi:~bly affect certain facet-, 
of life, e.g., school popula:icn and ihe level cf 
education. So it has bee11 at Estcourt. In 
1958 secondary classes were t-equn. Fcr the 
presant pupilc. wishing to proceed beyond the 
Standsrd VIII !eve1 go to distant high schcols. 

(b) ST. OS\NALD'S HIGH SCHOOL: The 
late Miss Payne Smiih opened a mission school 
know a s  St. Oswald's-this was not the present 
one nor was it  built on the present site. Miss 
Payne Smith's "St. Oswald" School was in a 
mill and no grant was made by the Education 
by the Department, which honoured Miss Payne 
Smith's condition that the name be retained. 
Department. Later the school was taken over 

St. Oswald's then became a Government 
school in the new premises. An Indian depu- 
tation met Mr. Banks (Director of Education) on 
ths eve of his retirement. I t  coincided with the 





One of the main defects of the presenl 
,;.sieln, then, is that the curriculum of Indian 
secondary education is unilinear. Nearly all 
pupils, it has  been pointed out, have at present 
to follow more or less a similar pattern. Such 
a position retards their growth, for it is obvious 
that a n  identical pattern cannot suit all. "A 
broad division can be made of pupils into those 
who have a practical bent of mind, those who 
crre fond of mathematics and  sciences, those 
who are sensitive to one of the fine arts and 
ihcse who have a n  aptitude for the humanities." 

A cursory study of the methods ernployed 
u y  certain enlightened countries might enable 
one to porider the ways whereby the systern 01 
secondary education for Indians in Natal could 
be Improved 

U.S.A.: For those pupils who huve u berlt 
r f i l  a particular subject, there are separate 
~chools  or specialised schools, e.s., Bronx High 
:;chool of Science in New York City, Bostor~ 
Ltrtin School, and Siuyvesant Scl~ool [or 
!dutk:ematic::. The potential rjenill:; is th~ls  
cali?red for. 

Theil there .are the comprehensive high 
schools which oifer "good and appropriate 
cducation, both academic and vocational, for 
all young people within a den~ocratic environ- 
~rle-nt." Such a type of schocl elinlinates the 
::lcrcotyped form cf curriculum. 

Canada: The tendency is growing for the 
adoption of the "6-3-3" system: G years oi 
[jrlrnury schooling, followed by three years in 
the Junior High School, and then three years 
111  the Senior High School. This system pro- 
vides well enouqh for the large majority who 
wlll be I ~ c ~ v i r ~ ~ j  nt the end of the Junior High 
School cilrecr. Tor those wishing to procecd 
ti, University, the Senior High School scrvcs 
L: special purpose. 

England: Here 1s a country with a systern 
of education that caters for every type of pupil, 
thus making it a s  far a s  possible, fit the 
curriculum to the pupil, and not the reverse. For 
those with a bent for the humanities there is 
t11c Grammar School, crttendcd by about 15":, 
of the high schoc! population; rrqc -ir<>up I:? I .  

16 years, (that is 7 years of study). Next there 
is the Secondary Modern School, this type is 
attended by about 70% of the high school 
population and is for the age  group 12 to 15 
years (four-year course). Next there are the 
technical schools and the multilateral schools. 
For pupils who will not be going to University, 
there is every need of preparation for life out- 
side school---these schools ~ r o v i d e  satisfactory 
courses. 

Belgium: For tnose who will be lenvinq 
t the age  of 15, there are the Intermediate 
Schools (aye group 12 - 15 years). Even herr 
the crlurse are differentiated: there are the 
~icnercrl section, the classical section, the prP- 
vocational or applied section, and the p r e ~  
:rqriculturul sectron. In the Secondary Schocls 
[he course lcrsts six years. The first three years 
,Ire devoted to work of a general nature, w h i l ~  
I he second three years are rnennt for advanced 
work. Here there are divisions, e.c3.. Latirl- 
Greek, Latin-Mathematics, etc. 

France: Duririg the first four yenls i l l  

secondary education, the pupil receives general 
education that is direction-finding, viz., aimed 
at discovering the pupil's ability and aptitude. 
The four years are followed by a period of 
specialization. The stages are: 6th, 5th. 4th 
and 3rd standards-period of general educa~ ;  
iion; in [he fourth standard the pupil may take 
Greek or Second Modern Language or Physical 
Science; 2nd, 1st and Terminal standards- 
period of specialisatlor). This completes pre- 
puratiorl ior University cr uny ot&r centre of 
hiijher learning. 

Netherlands: In order to provide education 
to catcr for pupils' aptitudes, intelligence and 
capacity-which vary with individuals -the 
::chool system offer; d~fferent types of schools, 

v~z . ,  Advanced Elemenlary, Gymnasium, 
Modern Secor~dary, Lyceum, and Modern 
Secondary fcr Girls. As there is cr cor~lpulsory 
schoolrns pcrrod, those who will be leaving at 
the end of that per~od attend the Advanced 
Cle~~renlnry Schools the stress is on equ~ppinq 
the pup~ls  to f ~ t  in society more nrnicably. The 
Gynrnos~~lnr r~repcrres thosc who wish to cntcr 
I [il~vr.rzily. 





plan for her, then it is invariably planning for 
her murriage, or, for some years at least, help- 
ing with the domestic chores. Indian business 
establishments very seldom employ Indian 
girls with secondary education. The boy who 
leaves after obtaining the Junior Certificate is 
employed (if employment is found) a s  follows: 
Petrol bowser attendant or clerk or shop assist- 
ant or factory hand or male nurse or driver or 
any other job that cornes his way (even that of 
liewspaper vendor!) so long a s  the income is 
so:ne ssurce of satisfaction. 

Girls leaving in Standard IX try to gain 
udniission to the teacher-training college or i r i  
some cases take up nursing, or do household 
duties. Youths seek employment a s  clerks, 
tactory hands, teachers at platoon schools, ma!e 
nursing, shop assistants. 

There remains the group cl Indiuri boys 
und girls who have completed the Senior Cer- 
tificate requirements. The girl usually has a 
career in mind and n,arriage is not an immed- 
iate or urgent consideration either on her side 
or thui of the parent. Parental ambition for 
the child's Iuture career is serious, being 
modified by fin,~ncial circumstances. If the 
faniily could manage to provide the money for 
a medical career-and here the bread winners 
of the family, other than the parent, also share 
the responsibility-- t h e  girl goes to England or 
lndia or the Medical School of the University 
of Natal. Some sail to England to take up 
lraining in midwifery or to become sister tutors. 

Then there is the girl whose parent, brother 
or sister is in the teaching profession, and she 
also takes up this career. Thirdly there is the 
lndian girl who enrols for a University degree 
(either with the University of South Africa or 
the University of Natal, the former by corres- 
[~ondence). 

Taking the youth, one finds that if he has 
the means, then he studies for one of the usual 
professions-law or medicine or teaching. The 
number is increasing rapidly at the Springfield 
Training College and at the Medical School a s  
well a s  at the University of Natal. Others 
leave to study medicine or law overseas (Eng- 
land or India). If the youth hails Iron1 a wealthy 

fumiiy uninterested in a professional career for 
him, he joins the parent's business. A large 
number of Indian youths in possession of the 
senior certificate have no financial means to 
study for a profession. Such take up clerical 
positions with garages, at factories, in hospitals 
and a few with the Local Health Commission. 
There are some who fill positions a s  locum 
tenens at primary schools a s  well a s  in platoon 
schools. 

Careers in Government Depcrrtments: 

Provincial Hospitals: Posts that are open 

10 Iridians (and other Non-Europeans) are a s  
iollows :-- 

Post Min. Qualificatiori. 

( 1 )  Clerk: Grade I - Junior Certificate. 
(2) Clerk: Grade 11 - ~ -  Junior Certificate 
(3) Clerk: Grade I11 -- Junior Certificate. 
(4) Clerk, Female: Grade I11 ..- J.C. 
(5) Dispensary Assistant -- J.C. 
(6) Medical Technologist: Grade 111 - Matric. 
( 7 )  Stores Assistant: Grade 11 - .  J.C. 
(8) Stores Assistant: Grade 111 - J.C. 
(9) Student Midwife (not registered) - -  J.C. 

(10) Student Female Nurse - J.C. 
( 1  1)  Student Male Nurse - J.C. 
(12) Typist - ~- Junior Certificate. 

South African Police: "Members of the 
Force have to enlist for general police duties 
and are promoted only after passing the pre- 
scribed examination tests for the various ranks, 
no matter what their educational qualifications 
are on enlistment." 

Out 01 a total number (all ruces) of 3,865 
in the Police Force in Natal (for 1958), the total 
number of Indians was 326 (8.4%). The biggest 
number is in Durban and its environs. In 1957 
there were 293 Indian in the Police Force in 
Natal, of which 207 were in the Durban 
Division. 

Whlle the minimum qualification required 
frdm a n  Indian in the Force is Standard IV, 
there are openings for those with secondary 
educations. 
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