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23RD CONFERENCE

' 3rd September, 1961. 9.30 am

DURBAN.
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WELCOME ADDRESS

Opening Address - CHIEF A. J. LUTULI
Presidential Address,

Roll Call

Adoption of Agenda.

Confirmation of Credentilals Committee and Election of
Resolutions Committee, . :

Joint Hon.Secretaries!' Report .

Discussion on Joint Hon,Secretaries’ Report.,

o 2 PM.

Roll Call | ?
Discussion on Joint Hon.Secretariea' Report (cont.)
Resolutions

Financial Statemenﬂ@i%ﬁ
Headquarters,e

Election of Officials (a) Presidemm Yy NALE K2R,

{-C.MpvE
(b) Joint Hon, Secretaries 7 NmeKe
nu SPpnde
é : (c) Joint Hon. Treasurers-» Wugsmus
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MESSAGE TO THE

23rd CONFERENCE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN
INDIAN CONGRESS - FROM '

CHIEF A.J.LUTHULI(former Presidente
General of the now banned African MNational
Copgresw)
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&eséége to your Conference meeting in Durban. I deeply appréCiate the

‘a8 comrades - in -.arms in the fight for the llbcratlon of the

it

assed people in our land, has an honourable history. I cherlsh, v

gﬁaot and value this aosoclatlon. It is asource of undying inspirafion,

i

‘ogressive forces that fight agoinst forces of reaction reprcsented by

‘\'i‘ .0 i o . ‘ L3
‘”ﬂ%hbsa[who stand for a South Africa thot can never be - a White South

1

friéé. Historical events in South Africa clcarly show that South Africn

engthan your resolve und pledge for the dirth of such a South Afrioa.

Edmﬁa South African Indian Congress and its constltuent bodies, together j

i

ﬁwith its allieshave mode a most gignificant and lasting contrlbutlon to
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a country that it is now rost repulsive to most countries that strive for

i

- true denocracy for all notions and paoples.

I would like here to aprlaud thoce who have unreservedly dedicated
7themselves to the strusgle for frecdong but there are atill far too nmany
ﬁ“who do not take the struggle scriouslys Victory will enly coms when we out-‘
ﬁatoh the determination of the oprressore Under the leadership of the
TNafionalist Party White South Africa has shown a terrifying determination
to0 keep the non-Whites in a subservient statuse The indications are timt
the freedom struggle in our land is likely to be the longest if not also
the fiercest in Africa, The Government has shown in the recent Stay = At =
Hone cnd through Ministerial pronouncenents, that it is arming itself to
the teeth agninst an unarned people who have indicated by word and action
- their desire for a poaceful accommodation of their aspirations by those
“presently in power. We nust face this challenge with o determination which

“says: "Give me Preedon or Dcath "¢ In a sense we should be encouraged by

" this show of strength, for it is a »roduct of fear and not courage - that

- possessges White South sfrica, It is a neasurce of South Africa's vulnerabilitg

-For ourselveswe regret this wasteful ond necdless fear, for we stand foure
“gquarefor pecce and friendship on a basis of equality. How can anyone who
acknowledges the dignity and brotherwood of nan ndt join us in our stend?
Strained race relations have long plagucd our country but never so
intensely and disastrously as under the Nationalist Party rules So much
s0 is this that the Reyublic of Sovth Africa a much chorished goal of
‘Afrikoancrdon - was born in an atnosphere of tension, Under the Monarchial
systen as witness our strugile for frecdon we were shanefully and bitterly

orpresseds The Republic ushcrs us into no botter eras On the contrary there

-

are omens which point to harder tines in store for use let us rot b~

R

deceived by caricatures of democratdc institutions which ure foisted uron

?us and by euphenistic deséription of apartheid institutions an’® rlanz,e All

Y;Jthisﬁshould»deceive no one but the naive ond the few arong us with vested

"{mberests in slavery or who sece in apartheid prospects of acquiring affluende
‘o privilcged slaves -~ a terrible selling of ones soul degerving of strong"

éondennation. ;
b .
bngress
I

©. It is encouraging to know that you of the South African Indian C
. ! "\;!
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and others of like nminmd would never consent to be disinherited of South)
‘Africa, our fatherland. I inplore you to repain true and loysl chanpions
of denocracy for all, when White lecadership in the Union champioﬁs eidlﬁé
white interests - o .soul corroding policye You should zealously continue

. your task of saving’White South Africa fron itself., You should refuse td

be deterred or intinidated in neeting the taxing densnds of our conmtion ta

There are unfortunately these anong us who directly or indirectly of:
f3 ¥he peopile & counsel of despair which would resign then to serfdon forevé:
' This is o shameful acquiescence fron whcih'you‘must radeen then, We Shoﬁld
’ pake the people refuse unequivocally and resolutely to be nade a neans to
o an end ~ White suprenacy. |

The Government has made desperate efforts to criprle the liberatiOhiy

, novenents It has banned your staunch allies the African National Congrésé;

-1t has muzzled or banned rany frecdon fighters and at each scssion of

j'parlianent has arned itself with nore oppressive laws, This lays greafef%;
resyonsibility on you of the South African Indian Congress and others 055 
the Congreas Alliance, who are still ;elatively free’to carry on the]tasﬁf
:rof bringing the message of freedon to our peorls und protesting dgdinst\fx
government acts that keep our people hewers of wood and drawers of water.‘
. Progressiveness and bold responsible venture have characterlsed -

to 1ts honour - the Congress A]llunobo' Help the Alliznce to conﬁinauAtog

venture further into the decp in foaith. The freedoﬁ strugglé wiia‘rehaiﬁ
an unfinished tagk until freedon is won. Deliberatiops at this Cbnfeiéﬁe&
0 te‘worthwhile, nust lead to tasks and plans that will hasten the |
fjgloriods days The inspirations of Conference such a8 thies should help
{;iﬁanj not to fall by the wayside, especially at this time when ‘the rest
fiiof Africa 1s cither free or becoming free. To allign ~urselves with this;‘

"gpirit of Africa is the challenge of the hour. May the South African

Indian Congress and other progressive grours strain thenselves {o meet the
challenge honourably and effectively to save us from being guilty of

betreying mother Africa. To this challenge, your Conferencc I an sure

will address itself. | :%

I join with pany of your best wishers in wighing your Conferenc

Aéll sucocess. ‘ ‘ P.0O. GROUTVILLL, Nat&l- l.)o61g‘





