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tody.

About 130 students of the
University of Natal in Pieter-
maritzburg attended a rally
in the Union Hall to mark the
armiversity of the death of
Imam Abdulla Haron.

The Moslemn leader ‘died
{wo years ago, while in police
custody.

About 400 Students’ Union
members of the University of
Natal in Durban also held a
protest meeting.

President of the Students’
. Representative Couneil in the
Capital, Mr. Tim Durme,
described the Imam as a
national hero.

“The Whites sre concerned
basically with cars and
money, and unless they
change they will find them-
selves facing & hardening of
Black attitude,” he said.

Mr. Julian Iliekert, a
former chairman of the SRC,
quoted court evidence of alle-
gations of police brutality on
people in custody. He cited
cases of persons who had
died in detention.

«This does not mean that

inquiry into allegations of assau
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students yesterday called for a commission of
1t and torture of people in police cus-

all allegations of torture by
detainees are correct,” he
said.

“HHowever, ome is left to
conclude that the police cells
have the highest mortality
rate of anywhere in the
country.

“There are always people
theve falling down in
showers, slipping on soap and
tumbling down flights of
stairs.

“The loglcal conclusion of
all this that there is either a
diabolical plot among defence
lawyers to instruct witnesses
to invent stories of assaults,
ar that persons employed by
the South African Police ave
torturing people while they,
are in detention.”

The rally accepted his call
for & commission of inquiry
to put the country’s anxieties
at rest.

Pamphlets and car sticlkers
protesting at alleged police
assaults on detainees will be
distributed by Pietermaritz-
burg University students in
the Capital today.-

Dr. Rick Turner, lecturer
in political science at the
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University of Natal in Dur-
ban, suggested yesterday
that the whole social struc-
ture of|the country should be
changed.

Dr. Turner was speaking
at a meeting in the Students’
Union it Durban yesterday.

He said the majority of the
population did not have any
effective means of express-
ing feelings within the politi-
cal structure. He warned
that the only alternative for
them was underground
movements, which  could
result in clvil war.

“The| Whites ean ouly
maintaf.n their supremacy by
passing repressive  legisla-
tion, The 180-day detention
without trial is in itself tor-
ture,” he said.

“We,| the Whites, are suf-
fering. |\We are closed in on
ourselves, we are becoming
narrow and barbarous. We
must realise that it might be
more pleasant to live in a
free, open society.”

The pther speakers at the
mecting were Mr, Tony BMor-

MR. TONY MORPHET

phet, la lecturer in the
departiment of English, and
Mr. Sten Newman, president
of the Students’ Representa-
tive Couneil in Durban.

Mr, ‘Morphet said: “We
have gurrendered ourselves
to the State too easily; thus
the few individuals with per-
sonal force and vitality, who
will not betray their princi-
ples, are easily cerushed. The
whole |situation is franght
:vath the - cruellest possibili-

es.”

Mr. Newman called on the
students to sign a petition
calling for a judicial commis-
sion of inquiry into the alle-
gations of torture.

“Whether or not the alle-
gations are true, it is neces-
sary in the interests of truth
and ,justice that the whale
question be investigated.”

The SRC has received mes-
sages of support for the peti-
tion from a number of indivi-
duals and organisations,
including Archhbishop Hurley,
Mr. Eric Winchester, United
Party MP for Port Natal,
SRCs of various universities,
and the national and local
chairmen of the Young Pro- ||
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‘because of father

the 45-year-old widow of Imam Abdullah Haroun,

said last week the R22 000 civil action against the Ministers of Police and
Justice had been withdrawn because of the rapidly deteriorating health of the Imam’s
father, Hadji Amardien Haroun, who later died.

RS GALIEMA HAROUN,

The Imam’s widow also dis-
closed that she intended selling
her eight-roomed double-
storeyed home in Crawford as it
was too costly to maintain.

The Imam, who was editor
of the Moslem News, died on
September 27 1969, while being
held by the Security Police.

Mrs Haroun denied that any
“secret and behind-the-scenes
deals were involved in the with-
drawal of the eivil action.

HEALTH WORSE

She said the health of the
Imam’s father, Hadji Amardien
Haroun — who died on May 22
— had suddenly taken a turn
for the worse during the inquest
into the death of the Imam,

He preferred to remain in the
dark about how his son died. A
civil action might have resulted

in further disturbing informa-
tion coming to the fore.

He therefore insisted
shortly before bhis death
that the family drop the
civil action, the Imam’s wife
said.

FPollowing the inquest, in
which the magistrate was un-
able to account for certain inju-
ries found on the Imam's body,

~the Imam’s widow announced

she would sue the Ministers of
Police and Justice for R22 000.

OUT OF COURT

The action was later with-
drawn and the matter settled
out of court. An ex-gratia pay-
ment of R5000 was made by the
Minister of Police, Mr 8. L.
Muller.

Mrs Haroun said the family
had not sued for the money.

‘All the money in the world
will never bring my husband
back,’ she said.

‘The people must not for-
get that the inquest trial
alone cost us R5500 — R500
.more than the ex-gratia
payment made by the Minis-
ter of Police.

‘We were not after money, but
after the truth surrounding the
death of my husband,* she said.

HURT

‘But as the Imam’s father was
terribly hurt by the disturbing
informaftion surrounding the
death of his son, we dropped
the idea.

Mrs Haroun criticised various
leading Moslem bodies for not
helping her after the Imam’s
death.

‘People are ready to criticise
but not to come forward and
assist. Where did they think all
the money for the supreme

| court action would come from?

‘Although the Imam was a
prominent man in the Moslem

| community and did much for
| his people, very few came for-
f ward fto assist.

‘Neither the Moslem Judi-
cial Council, nor the Ashura
nor the Moslem Assembly
lifted a finger to assist.’

The Imam’s widow
was selling the large house her
husband built for her.

She said she could nof afford
to maintain the house. Her
money was needed to give her
three children the best educa-
tion available. It was her hus-

band's greatest wish to see the
children receive the best educa-
tion.

3 CHILDREN

She Is the only breadwinner
for her three children — one of
whom is studying overseas.

Shamila (20), her eldest
daughter, 1is studying radio-
graphy at the Kingston Hospital
in Surrey, England. Her two
other children, Moegamat (15)

-and Fatima (7), are at school,

The Imam’'s widow works
eight hours a day doing dress-
making in order to keep her
children at school.

said she |
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2 cabinet

HE Imam Haroun case will go before a
Supreme Court soon as his widow
fights to get compensation from two Cabi-
net Ministers for her husband’s death in
Maitland police cells where he was held
by Special Branch. .
——-——-———  Mrs. Galima Ha-
roun is suing Min-
ister of Justice P.
C. Pelser and Police
! Minister S. L.
Muller.

But her attorney will
not disclose the exact
allegations she is ma-
king against the minis-

ters.

Mrs. Haroun will
claim several thousand
rands.

o idow Haroun

The Imam died in
September, 1969, while
held under the Terror-
ism Act.

Then an inguest was
held and 27 bruises and
wounds were found on
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the body. Police evi-
dence explained some
of them but the In-
quest Magistrate deci-
ded he could make no
definite finding on the
case as other remained

unexplained.
The decision 1o sue
was confirmed this

week by a spokesman
for Frank Bemmhardt
and Joffe, Mrs. Ha-
roun’s attorneys.

Opposition MP Mrs.
Catherine Taylor, who

“I am not [letting
the matter go. But in
the meanwhile, I'm
just sitting on the
sidetine and watch-
ing,” Mrs. Taylor con-
cluded.
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ow W||I sue
ters

quizzed both Ministers
on the Imam’s death in
a series of stormy par-
liamentary hearings

last year, told POST
she had more ques-
tions for this session
on Parliament but
wouldn’t raise them
until after the case was
over.

“] want to see what
happens in the civil
case first.”

Mrs. Taylor said
everything she has
said so far ahout the |
Haroun affair would
be vindicated if the
judge awarded dam-
ages, however small,
in favour of Mrs. Ha-
roun.

“Lven if the matter .
is settled out of court,
it would still be a
tacit admission on be-
hatf of the Ministers.
And then I am going
to start asking ques-
tlons in the hcuse,,
again.



" Death of Imam

IMAM ABDULLAH HARON died in the
custody of the police nearly two years ago, but
the circumstances of his death are still very
much a live issue. The Imam, a Cape Town
Muslim leader, was detained under the Terror-
ism Act in May, 1969, and died in September
that year after having been held incom-
old. At the subsequent mquest evidence was
given that there v7ere 26 bruises on his body,
and two policemen explained that he had
fallen down a flight of stairs. Two doctors
testified that all the bruises could not have
- been caused by this fall. The magistrate found
that the Imam’s death was caused in part by
an accidental fall; he was unable to find the
cause for the rest of the injuries.

A year later the Attorney-General of the
Cape announced that two separate investiga-
tions had revealed no evidence whatever
which could serve as a basis for prosecution
of any person. 7 i W .

A civil acti:(%, howeveff',(‘%s a ve‘r2 differ-
ent matter. Civil proceedings can be instituted
by rany aggrieved party. Furthermore, the
weight of evidence does nof have to be as
strong as in a criminal case. And so it was
not surprising that the Imam’s widow should
have claimed R22000 damages from the
Government. What is surprising, considering
the history of the case, is that the Government
should have agreed (as disclosed in Parlia-
ment this week) to pay her R5000 on an ex-
gratia basis.

The Government’s decision not to contest
the claim in court is tantamount to an admis-
sion of at least a degree of liability; judging
by the :um paid, a substantial degree. It also
strongly suggssts that the Government were
reluctant to have the matter aired in a ccurt-
room. Mrs. .iaron has received compensation
but the prime question remains: What caused
the Tmam’s death? Perhaps the Attorney-
General should have another look at the
papers.





