








D%ad man

named in
B LR

trial

Own Corréspondent
MARITZBURG. — A Transkei
African taken away from his
home by police — and returned
in ‘a coffin two months later
— is named in the indietment
against 13 men who will appear
in the ' Maritzburg Supreme
Court today on charges under

. the Terrorism Act.

The indictment says some of
the accused and .other persons
attended a ‘meeting, part of a
campaign to recruit people for

| political and military training
[“outside South Africa, at the-
Kraal of Mr. Mthayeni Cutshe-
la.

Defence attorneys in the Ter-
rorism trial say Mr. Cutshela
was detained after the meeting
last year by police. His body

‘was returned to his kraal two
months later.

The indictment also lists Mr.
Cutshela as being present at
another meeting in the Trans-
kei last year, attended by some
of the accused and agents for
Zambia.

The attorneys have written
to the Attorney-General of the

Eastern Cape Division, on be-
half of Mr. Cutshela’s son, Mr.
Bajwa Myeso, asking for an
inquest into Mr. Cutshela’s

death.

The police had told Mr. Mye-
so his father had died from
natural causes, one of the at-
torneys said.
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Detained man

died of natural
causes—pollce

EXPRESS REPORTER

DURBAN, Saturday.—The ~Acting Divisional = Commis- .
sioner of Police for the Transkel, Colonel F. P. J. Coetzee,
told Sunday Express in a telephone interview from
Um fta this week that Mr. Mthayeni Cuthsela, 68, had died

of natural causes.

Colonel Coetzee said there
was absolutely nothing siniscer
abeut Mr. Cuthsela’s death.

The dead man’s son, Mr.
Bajwa Myezo -— differently
named because of an old Pon-
do custom — has alleged that
his father was taken away
from his kraal at Bizana by
the Security Police and his
body returned in a coffin two
months later.

“The dead man was detained
by the Security Police at his
kraal about six menths ago,”
said Colonel Coetzee.

“He was held for guestioning
because we had preof that he
was involved in terrorist acti-
vities in ‘that he was assisting
four members of Apdusa (Afri-
can People’s Democratic Union)
in subversive activities.

“Aided terrorists”

“We had evidence that he
was working with four ter-
rorist members of Apdusa who
entered South Africa in 1970
to recruit people for military
training.

“He was detained on Decem-
ber 21 under Proclamation 400
and taken to Umftata. On Jan-
‘uary 21, a doctor found him
seriously ill and he was ad-
mited to Umtata Hospital. He

| *died soon afterwards.

“Dr. Donald Luswazi, the dis-
trict surgeon, found he had

..died from brain haemorrhage

attributable  to  arterioscle-
rosis.”

Asked if Mr. Myezo had the
right to call for a formal in-
quest, Colonel Coetzee said:
“This is outside my jurisdie-
tion. It would have to be de-
cided by the Attorney-General.”

Mr. Myezo intends to ask
for a copy of the post-mortem
certificate and death report
before proceeding further.



INQUEST ON
DETAINEE’S
DEATH ‘SOON’

AR

By G. R. NAIDOO

Durban Bureaun
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DURBAN. — Atiorneys acting -for the family of Mr.
Mthayeni Cutshela, a Bizana man who died while in
detention under the Terrorism Act earlier this year,
may apply for the exhumation of his hedy.

| ‘death,

| uest should be held.
:~ Attorney-General again at ¢

' ments, he said,

A pathologist of the family's
choice may be asked to con-
duct a post-mortem on Mr. Cut-
shela’s remains. - :

This was revealed vesterday
by the-attorneys- acting for Mr.
Cutshela’s  eldest ' .son, Mr.

- Bajwa Myezo. The attorneys
were told that an open inquest
into Mr. Cutshela’s death would
be held in Umtata soon — pos-

sibly next month. . -

Soon  after Mr. ‘Cutshela's

a magistrate found that
he died of natural causes and
that no inquest would be held.
Mr. Cutshela’s family, however,
were not satisfied and asked
the Durban attorneys to press
for an inquest. -

A post-morfem examinatian
was conducted by a district sur-
geon on the day after Mr. Cut-
shela’s death and recorded the
cause of death as ‘“haemor-
rhage into pons (pontine haem-

i orrhage) attributed .to arterio-

sclerosis.”

Mp. Cutshela was first taken
away by police from his kraal
in December last year. He was
released and subsequently de-
tained. About two months after
his last detention, his bady
was returned to his family in
a coffin.

Attorneys acting for Mr. €ut-
shela’s son wrote to the Attor-
ney-General of the Eastern
Cape in July requesun:g an m-
quest.

- Towards the end of August
the Attorney-General from
Grahamstown told the Durban
attorneys that he had received
a report from the Divisional

- Commissioner of the

African Police at Umtata.
From a perusal of the docu-
he was satis-
fied that Mr. Cutshela was Jaw-
fully detained, that he was
- immediately examined by a
district surgeon when he com-

~ plained of feeling ill, and was

adequately treated in the Sir

. Henry Elliott Hospital at Um-

tata before his death on J:mu;x-‘
Ty 22.

He also said that a]l the ral«e—
vant documents had bheen plae-
ed beforc a magistrate on Fe-
bruary 2, and rhe magistrate

" had found that death was

ta natural causes and M$

The attorneys wrote m

| end of August asking fer p

...’ﬂllSSlOn for the ex

and were ‘Esld;i;h‘e
t be made to



Trial witnesses will
testify at i

Staff Reporter
DURBAN. — Several of the
raccused in the Maritzburg Ter-
rorism Act trial will be called
ito give evidence at an inquest
‘into the death of Mr. Mthayeni
‘Cutshela, who died while in
" detention under the Act.

- Attorneys acting for Mr.
(Bajwa Myezo, Mr. Cutshela’s
-;gldest son, said this yesterday.

|

‘The inquest will be held in
E,Ipmtata on December 14. An

application has already been

AD7? 7.
made for the exhumation of
Mr. Cutshela’s hody so a pathol-
ogist of the family's choice can
examine it.

Mr. Cutshela was taken from

his kraal in Pondoland by the
police last December.

He was released, and subse-
quently detained again.

OFFICIAL

Abeut two months after his
last detention, his body was
returned to his family in a
coffin.
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nquest

A spokesman for the attor-
peys said last night they had
received official mnotification
that the inquest would be held
next month.

They have not yet briefed an
advocate to represent the Cut-
shela family at the inquest, nor
engaged a pathologist to exam-
ine Mr. Cutshela’s body.

“The official notification has
just been received, and we will
now attend to the details as a
matter of urgency,” said the
spokesman.



Death in
custody:
Request
refused

Daily News Reporler

THE sef olr‘ Jubﬁz %ro‘secutor
at Umtata, Mr H. A, McKit-
terick, has refused to supply a
firm of Durban attorneys with
copies of documents relating to
the death of Mr Mthayeni
Cuthsela, a Pondo man who
died two menths after his ar-
rest by the security police.

A spokesman for the attor-
neys, who arve -acting for Mr
Cuthsela’s relatives, said today
the decision would be tested in

" court.

They had sent for a copy of
the judgment given by Mr

-Justice Cillie last week, in

which the judge ordered the
release of documents concern-
ing the inguest on Mr Ahmed
Timol, who died. after falling
10 storeys from John Vorster
Square.

DECLINED

On December 14 the addi-
tional Magistrate for Umtata,
Mr H. K. Hare, declined to
hold an inguest into the death
of 68year-old JMr Cuthsela,
whose bodv was brought back
to his home in a coffin two

months after his arrest by the

security police.

An inquest was ordered by
Mr McKitterick after the Dur-
ban attoraeys had filed an af«
fidavit in support of the in«
quest. But when the inguest-
date arrived, Mr Hare refused
to hold it.

The magistrate’s decision not
to hold the inquest will alsc be
tested in eourt. '





