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MN:	Good morning and welcome to the Documentation 	Centre at the University of Durban-Westville.  	Welcome to another session of our Oral History.  	Today we are honoured to be visited by Mrs Janey 	Juggernath Ramkissoon, good morning and 	welcome.  


JJR:	Good morning, thank you very much for having me.


MN:	Thank you very much.  Can you start with how it all began, will you tell us about yourself who are you where were you born?


JJR:	Okay, I was born in a little hamlet south of Durban called Merebank. It was a very, very vibrant community in terms of politics.  And I was born in a family that was very active in politics, especially my father.  And my brothers and sisters eventually all got involved in politics.  Well I actually started getting involved, fully, in the 1970’s, when I went to college.


MN:	In which year were you born again?


JJR:	I was born in 1954.


MN:	In 1954.  Can you tell us about your family, I mean how many were you in the family?


JJR:	Okay my Mum and Dad; I have five brothers; and we are four sisters; but I have a sister who’s late.  


MN:	Where do you fit in the ladder?


JJR:	I’m number nine.


MN:	Number nine.  Can you tell us about your parents 	and their names?


JJR:	Okay my Dad's Balbahadur Juggernath and my Mum's Harbasi Bahadur Juggernath.  My Dad was born in South Africa, actually in Verulam, and when he was five-years old, the family moved to Merebank, Campbell's Farm.  A person called Campbell had land there and they settled there, farming family.  And Dad grew up in Merebank and all of us were born in - well it's quite a popular address, 60 Duranta Road.  My grandfather, well actually my great-grandfather, together with his three sons, built a home there.  And as the three sons got married and lived in the same home and as the family grew bigger and bigger the house was just extended further and further and further.  And although I am number nine, and I was born in 1954, I still remember my grandfather and his two brothers living in the home.  My cousins, my second cousins and third cousins we all grew up together in this place.  And that is why we are still 	close even till today because we grew up together.  Eventually the place became so populated that one 	day the milk truck taking milk to a school actually dropped the milk at our home thinking it was the school. [laughs] And well we could, we didn’t need outsiders to have any function at home, we were such a big family.  Although the house was demolished in the 1960’s and everyone moved separately, more nuclear families were set up.  The site is still there and there’s a Jackfruit tree there 	planted by my great-grandfather, Dhani, which still stands there and it still bears fruit.


MN:	What can you tell us about your parents, I mean 	education-wise, were they educated people or sort 	of?


JJR:	My father went up to Standard Four and he started working. He had to work to although they were farmers they had a poultry farm later on.  He had to go out to work because of the economic situation at home.  My father had five other brothers and he had five sisters and he was the eldest, so he had to go to work.  But he went to night school and he completed standard six.  


MN:	And your mother?


JJR:	My mother was uneducated, totally uneducated.  She could not speak in English only in Hindi.  But she could speak Hindi very fluently, and by the time she died she could speak English very fluently, as well.


MN:	Do you know anything about your grandparents from both sides?


JJR:	My maternal grandparents I didn’t know at all. In fact my eldest brother hadn’t met, them they died very, very early in their lives.  My father's father, he was, well he was Juggernath, actually.  He worked at the Clairwood Race Course and well he worked there all the time that I know.  Everyone called him Jack and very, very forceful man; he didn’t take any nonsense; I think that’s where my father got it from, you know.  He wouldn’t be intimidated by anybody; black, white or whatever, and quite a strong character.  My grandmother I’ve always remem-bered as being a very sick person, quite	typical


 	Hindi mother-in-law. I know she gave my 	Mum a hard time very, very typical Hindi mother-	in-law.  I was terrified of her really. And my 	grandparents were always old because I was so - 	you know I was born so late.  There’s a 18/20-year 	age-gap between my eldest brother and myself.


MN:	What can you tell us about your community, what sort of a community was it? I mean how was it the infrastructure and all that. What kind of a commu-nity was it, what kind of a place Merebank was?


JJR:	Well early Merebank I think the best person to talk to is my eldest brother he’s been documenting a whole lot.  He’s written that book that you have with you.  I know Merebank later, you know, when the council houses came up and when we moved in nuclear family circles, you know.  Most of my life, was well the life that I know, was spent in Arcourt Place when we moved from 60 Duranta Road, that’s the life I know.  And well my early life was like any child very, very happy childhood, and well with friends and neighbours and cousins and that kind of thing.  But it was only when I went to Merebank High that I got involved in the community, in politics, and that kind of thing.  


MN:	Can you tell us about your early schooling days your primary school days, where did it all begin?


JJR:	Okay, I first four years were spent in a school called 	Hillside School, there’s a little history behind it.  	Hillside School in Merebank very, very close to the 	cutting was army barracks and the Merebank Indian 	Association bought that, the army barracks, and 	they turned it into a school, so it was a government-	aided Indian school.  And I was there for the first 	four years.  It was only later on I realised that it 	belonged to the Merebank Indian Association.  The 	second school at that time was the Merebank 	Indian-aided school, which also belonged to the 	Merebank Indian Association.  Do you want me to 	tell you something about these 2 schools?


MN:	Please do.


JJR:	Okay.  Both these schools were run by this association, the grantees were people from the community.  My father was very, very involved in the Merebank Indian Association.  In the early 60's both these schools were sold to the Indian Affairs and they bought premises in Merebank, more in the rich region, in the - opposite the oil refineries in between the two oil refineries.  And they a built a school, a very, very basic school; no lights you know, that kind of thing.  Between 25 rooms that’s the Settlers Primary School, and I taught there for more or less twenty years.  It was built by the community and then in the 1980’s early 1980’s it was sold to the - well it was sold to the Indian Affairs and then it went on, handed over to the House of Delegates.  In 1982 they extended the school and it’s a huge school now but very, very much a white elephant because lots of rooms are not used because the population has decreased so much.  


MN:	Going back to your primary school?


JJR:	Oh yes.


MN:	What can you tell what was so well was there any 	interesting was there any teacher whom you liked 	or even a subject you liked the most?


JJR:	Yes, very much so I was a very bright student.  And I think, when you are a bright student you tend to enjoy school that much more because you are not battling you know, academically.  So socially you are accepted as well when you are academically bright. So I had lots and lots of friends and girl friends as well as boys and two friends stand out very, very much in my mind.  One is Lawson, we were friends from Standard Two right up to today, we are still very good friends.  He married my good friend and my husband and he just hit it off and we are still friends up till today.  


	And the second friend I had who was in class with me from class one right up to the time she left school is Thiru. She is married now in Maritzburg but we still keep in touch.  That was my primary school days.  Teachers, there were three teachers who stand out.  One was Mr Raman and then I had well - I don’t know if I should say, the misfortune or the fortune, by being taught by a Mr K Rajoo, Kisten Rajoo and AK Pillay.  All three of them joined racist organisations like for instance, AK Pillay was LAC representative in Merebank.  And later on he joined Solidarity in the Tricam Parliament.  And K Rajoo, well he was Independent, and then he joined Solidarity, and then he joined IFP, and well now he is in parliament, he’s a diplomat somewhere in America.  But they did nothing for me, really did nothing for me.


MN:	What interest, or I mean why are they so significant now or are you only saying it because of what happened later on?


JJR:	Yes later on yes.


MN:	From Hillside where to?


JJR:	This was in the Nazaam Primary.  This was a government school totally government school. At the moment it’s one of the lead schools in Merebank.  I was there from standard three right up to standard six.  But even there, I hadn’t cut my political teeth at that time, even socially, I was very - I was not active at all.


MN:	Then you finished you went to which school?


JJR:	I went to Merebank High that is where all the, you know, action really started.  I went there in Standard Seven and already there was a group of boys, and I emphasise boys, because there were not many women I mean girls who were active at that time.  But these boys like people like Spider Juggernath, Coastal, Kumba Govender, Viv Pillay, Krish Rabilal, Myron Peters, Baptist Marie; they were all in school at that time, in standards higher than I was.  And there were lots of activities in Merebank High that influenced me politically.


MN:	Coming back to your community again was it a mixed community, or was it only exclusively Indian when you grew up?


JJR:	When I grew up; no totally Indian community.  But we broke those bounds later on in our lives and we worked very closely with Wentworth, which was totally a Coloured community.  And then of course, there were activists from Umlazi who used to join u,s Umlazi and Lamontville, later on.


MN:	Am I right Janey, in saying that considering what 	you have just said that at high school it’s where 	your political consciousness started?


JJR:	Yes.


MN:	Tell us more about your high school I’m interested, since it’s your political beginning.


JJR:	Okay well I’ve written about it.  I’ve written about it and I want to document it because it’s - [interruption]


MN:	Can we pause please?  


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


MN:	Welcome back.  You were just telling us about your writings can you expand on your writings?


JJR:	I want to document the life of grass roots activists because I find that, you know, it hasn’t been an area that was greatly touched.  Although there has been work in Soweto and other places that people are writing about grass roots activists.  In a community like Merebank, it was so active during the apartheid era, I find that the story of many grass roots activists hasn’t been told.  So I began this writing when I retired on June 1st last year.  Well the idea actually came up at that time, but I began this work in March 2002.  And I want to document life of people who worked in all the community organisa-tions, especially the political organisations. People who were the unsung heroes, people who went pamphleteering, conscientising people on apartheid, and on anti-Tricam anti-LAC.  People who went door-to-door; visiting homes; and making them aware of the political situation.  People who actually carried the struggle forward; people who were detained; people who were just taken overnight into prison; people who actually risked their lives and printed graffiti on the walls.  You know these are the people I am actually tackling.  People who went across the borders at much risk and there are people in Merebank who did that.  Who went and visited exiles, who took stuff over to exiles, and that kind of thing.  So these are the people that I am tackling. 


	The year, the time-span I am looking at is between 1966 and 1996. The reason I chose 1966 was that was the year of the fifth year celebration of the Republic of South Africa.  And I began my story in 1966 saying that we actually participated in this whole event, and I started by saying we were encouraged, our teachers encouraged us.  But we found that we had resistance from my father and my brothers my older brothers.  And suddenly we were thinking, now on one hand our teachers are encouraging us to participate, but my father and brothers are telling us no.  Now what’s the problem, so we began questioning?   And I think that is where we began to realise that things in this country were not as, it I mean, it’s not what we wanted.  And Spider, my brother, who’s just a little bit older than I am, he was really, really interested in getting into politics at that time, and well not politics as much as becoming an activist, you know.  And he began questioning and the book starts off with what he began questioning.  There is lots of things that he questioned. For instance you know, a thing like construction work was just going on and on and on up till today in Merebank the construction hasn’t stopped.   The oil refineries just extending, Mondi is just extending and you know, he questioned that.  And compared it to a community right next door us The Bluff which was a very settled community with pools, libraries, which we never had.  And I spoke about the Vietnam Wars and which Spider found you know - why was America putting its finger in the East you know.  Spoke about one incident Spider went to Isnembe and on his way he saw this little African child, pre-school child, sitting at a doorstep.  And many hours later he came back and he saw this child sitting in exactly the same spot, which was totally, totally unnatural.  So these are the little things, which I have included in the book.  And then of course, I wouldn’t say rebellion, but you know everything in Merebank High, which we fought against, is documented in there.  Well that’s basically the starting point.


MN:	Do you mention names?


JJR:	Yes, yes, yes, I do.


MN:	In what stage is it now I mean the book?


JJR:	Very, very, very early stages.  I’ve just interviewed Spider on just one aspect.  I have a plan that I drew up and I have names attached to it who I am going to interview.  For instance, well from the Merebank High time, I am going to move onto University of Durban-Westville.  This was the seventies you know,, early seventies 1972/76, and then from there I’m going to go onto what happened in Merebank in the 1980’s, you know.  Like we started active work in a place called Minitown.  It was housing built as a transit camp; it was supposed to be there for just three months.  Flat houses, no air vents just a room and a kitchen.  There is no door between them; with no you know, nothing to lock up.  So families lived in this little place. Although it was supposed to be there for three months, it went on for two years.  And we stepped in the second year when we told the city council you know enough is enough.  And we began with this survey of what people felt that is when we really got involved in the community, and this was 1979.  So we took a survey, and we insisted with the city council and we worked under the banner of the Merebank Rate Payers Associa-tion now called Merebank Residents Association.  And eventually those houses were replaced, people were re-housed and they have high-rise, well they have council flats there now.  At the moment people are in the process of purchasing their flats.  


MN:	Going back to your - oh, can you tell us more about your father, what sort of a man was he, I mean towards the family and towards the community or how can you paint him can you paint him for us?


JJR:	Okay my Mum brought us up. I need to tell you that.  Because my father worked the entire day, got home, had his supper, and he went out to do community work.  So to all intents and purposes we didn’t have a father at home.  He worked with the community organisations like the Merebank Indian Association. They were involved in creating schools, and educating the community.  He was involved in the Merebank Maha Subbha and which was the religious organisation that was you know, catering for the spiritual needs of Merebank.  Then they had the coordinating committee on housing.  A little later on when the council houses started when expropriation began and so he was very heavily involved in the Merebank Coordinating Council.  And later on, in the Merebank Indian Association you know.  He was quite a strong personality; everything he did was for the community; for the upliftment of the community.  He was totally against this Group Areas Act; he was totally against this building of council houses for the Indians in Merebank, you know.  And later on he joined the NIC and he worked very closely with Mewa Ramgobin and Ela Gandhi.  What I know of my father is that he loved my mother, but he loved - I mean he also loved us tremendously but the problem was you know there was always this fight between the community and us.  He had a very, very strong relationship with my older brothers because I suppose, he could relate to them, he could talk to them, and I remember lots of arguments at the dinner table.  There was one thing we always did; especially when we were a nuclear family; we ate together; all eleven of us ate together.  But I always remember there being fights at the dinner table.


MN:	About?


JJR:	Politics.


MN:	Politics; it was always politics.  My mother was the calming personality in the home.  She brought us up; she struggled because my father was just a factory worker; and she brought us up with lots of love.


MN:	What language did you use in the family considering that you said you Mum wasn’t English?


JJR:	English, and we spoke Hindi to my Mum, but we would speak in English to her and she would reply in Hindi.


MN:	So she could hear English but she could not?


JJR:	Well later as I said earlier - later on her life she could speak English - well not perfect English but she could especially when the grandchildren came.


MN:	You spoke about being the large family and I also remember that the milk truck incident, when you were having I mean when you having a meal was it all or was it…?


JJR:	See my grandfather had three sons living in the 	same yard, Juggernath, Baijnath and Ramcharan.  	When I remember the set-up, there were three 	kitchens so you ate in any kitchen you wanted.  


DN:	So you can say "no my daughter this way?"


JJR:	Well if you didn’t like something in your own 	kitchen, then you just went next door.  


DN:	Going back to your high school days you said that you started politics, what year was it when you entered high school again?


JJR:	1969.


DN:	1969 you got involved in politics.  Tell us about your engagement, what sort of engagement did you do, or what did you have any significant thing or event or thing you can remember about?


JJR:	Well, lots of it is documented already in what I am writing and little incidents that occurred in school.  Like one of the things I wrote there was the 1971 Republic Day celebration.  Again you know, we were forced to hoist the flag, the apartheid flag, sing the National Party anthem, Die Stem.  And we were forced to have a celebration, especially in May, the 31st being Republic Day we were forced to do things.  But 1971 is significant because there were lots of activities organised by the department, that was the Indian Affairs.  Well I suppose they got their - they were forced to do, well not forced, they were asked to do certain things by the government.  One of the activities was sports. They wanted the South Durban sports to commemorate Republic Day. Merebank High sent one athlete, a token gesture.  And at this athletic meeting you’d find the children would start off the race - which I found quite hilarious - they would start off and just before they came to the finishing point they would stop and walk away.  They wouldn’t touch the rope or the ribbon, they would just stop there and walk away.  


MN:	That was during the celebration?


JJR:	This was in 1971 so you know, people were already 	becoming conscientised then.  And then I remember 	we had a little concert in Merebank High, and a 	group of girls and boys came there to sing what the 	compère said we are going to sing the National 	Anthem.  And there was an uproar all of us you 	know	 were angry, how can they sing Die Stem you 	know, at a social?  And these students came there 	and they sang what they referred to as The Route.  	And well I can remember a few words from it.


MN:	Can you spell it out?


JJR:	


		"From the mouths of starving children to the malnutrition bounds; from the banned in Robben Island to the free in OFS." 


	you know, and then going on to say, that we will stand steadfast and fight the oppression that we were under.  I can’t remember the exact words but it was sung to the same tune - was used you know Die Stem tune. 


MN:	Can you remember who composed that?


JJR:	Yes, Coastal Govender.


MN:	I’m interested in you again Janey, Janey the girl who went to high school.  I mean you come from a very humble Mum, I mean real role models at home were - Mum was a very humble person.  What interests me is that you told me that at high school girls were not it was mostly boys who were in politics.  But you went straight in politics what prompted you?


JJR:	No, no, no I was getting conscientised at that time. 	 I wasn’t allowed in this little circle remember, the 	boys dominated it.


MN:	You just listened from a distance?


JJR:	I listened from a distance and I was just getting conscientised.  Like for instance I mean I would scream out and say no to Die Stem, you know.  One day we were - well 30th of May I think it was 1972, none of us went to school because we knew we are going to have to sing Die Stem and we are going to have to stand at attention, when they hoist this flag. And we refused to go to school. When we went to school on 1st of June my principal had a special assembly.  So we said no we don’t know the words so they made copies of Die Stem.  So we stood there and while they were hoisting the flag we tore these sheets of papers into tiny bits and we just dropped it where we were standing.  I mean although it was initiated by this group of boys, we also knew what was right, and we did it.  But we were still not allowed in that little circle.  It was only I think, after I went into college that we were allowed then when we joined Merebank ex-students society that we were allowed in this little circle.


MN:	In high school you will always find that even though the principal is towing the line there are teachers who are political activists even though they were not showing, did you have any in those days?


JJR:	There was one teacher who stands out, well two 	actually.  Mr SS Singh who was a historian but he 	spoke to us about Gandhi and Passive Resistance 	and that kind of thing.  But he didn’t stand out as 	being an activist you know, somebody who would 	work in the community to conscientise people and 	that kind of thing.  But he did get us very 	interested in Phoenix Settlement he took us on an 	excursion to Phoenix Settlement and that is where 	my interest in the settlement came up.  And we 	spent a week in Phoenix Settlement in, well in my 	matric year; that was 1972.  We spent it at a work 	camp but prior to that Spider and Coastal and all 	went to a number of them but the year that I spent 	there was 1972.  It was a work camp organised by 	the NIC and we went there and it was a very 	disciplined work camp, where we worked and then 	at afternoons we’d have lectures by prominent 	people.  I remember one lecture we had by the late 	Ric Turner you know, on education in China.  And 	well it’s a long time ago I don’t remember details 	but I think that conscientising process really 	helped us as well.  


MN:	When you left your high school in 1972, can I say 	you were already being conscious of the way you 	were political?


JJR:	Yes and Spider was my mentor all along.  Spider, I looked up to him, I listened to him, he spoke to me all the time.  So much so that when I went to training college; I went to Springfield College of Education; I didn’t go to my graduation you know; I was probably one of the only ones who didn’t go to the graduation; which was very, very odd because training college students it was more a glorified high school and there was not much resistance there.  It was very regimented and very few activists came out of there, unlike UDW you know, Spider and my husband and all were in UDW; there was always some kind of resistance and a university student went through the mill of resistance, but not us at training college.


MN:	Can you tell us about your favourite subjects at 	high school, we haven’t touched on that?


JJR:	History, history.


MN:	Is it because of his influence or was it just 	naturally you liked history?


JJR:	A little bit of both I would say.  I loved Russian history, loved Hitler, the section on Hitler.


MN:	Did you excel?


JJR:	Yes, yes I did excel, and English was another 	favourite because - well I think history and English 	go hand in hand more, more or less, you know.  I 	enjoyed history; I had an excellent English teacher; 	 I really loved that. I hated maths.


MN:	Did you follow any political philosophy I mean 	during that high school days or it was too early to 	form any…?


JJR:	Yes I think Coastal and Spider really you know - I can still hear Coastal, after thirty years you know, saying communism, lighty. [laughs]


MN:	So you followed communism?


JJR:	I read a lot, I read a lot on communism.


MN:	Some people who just follow communism for the sake of the sexy word during those early years did you understand it then?


JJR:	Well as I say I had an excellent teacher in Spider I had an excellent teacher.


MN:	Were you affiliated politically?


JJR:	No.


MN:	No, not at all.


JJR:	No, not at that time.  There was nothing to really affiliate to.  It was only later on that we joined the ranks of the NIC.  But what does stand out was in our high school days the Black Consciousness Movement and SASO was very, very active.  And their activities actually rubbed off onto us and we would go to lectures to the Allan Taylor Residence at Medical School in Tara Road.  And I think it played a very, very major role in influencing us to become activists later on.  But even in those early day’s lots of us found and I also found that I wasn’t really interested in Black Consciousness as such.  I firmly believed that South Africa belonged to all those who lived in it.  And I think that’s the philosophy that made me join the ranks of the ANC later on.


MN:	Now going back to your family, whom you said  	was a large family and now you are in high school 	and you are graduating in 1972 being number nine. 	Now I am interested to know, the eight before you, 	did they also have that opportunity of going 	through high school - I mean did they go to school?


JJR:	You know although my father was such a dynamic guy in the community, I don’t know what happened when it came to my older sisters.  My eldest sister left school when she well she finished standard four, and she left school and she left school the year I was born and she cared for me.  My second sister left school when she was in standard eight, which you know when I think about it now, I think my father was such a forceful man, how the hell did he allow my grandparents to actually get my sisters to leave school?  But my brothers are all graduates.


MN:	And those two behind you?


JJR:	My older sister the one just before me is - well she went right up to matric and she went to - she did a bit of tertiary education.  And well as soon as she married, she just gave up working she was a hairdresser, but she gave up working because she married into a large family and she stayed at home had her children.  But she is very happy with that.  But she also became very involved in the community during the anti-election I’m talking about Tricam election and LAC election, SAIC election.  She was very active in the anti-election campaigns, that’s Shaks.  But she also got involved in religious organisations and recently she was ordained at the APS Hall, the temple to do a Hawan, so she is very religiously inclined.  My brothers were very, very active; all active politically and socially in the community.  My eldest brother’s responsible for writing that little brochure you have there, and at the moment he’s writing the history of Merebank.  I think he’s looking at the timespan - early twenties right up to the formation of the advice centre in Merebank.  I think that’s the period he’s looking at.  But he is adding on family history into this documentation as well.


MN:	Can you tell us about this family publication, this Juggernath Family?


JJR:	Okay, it began in the early seventies, my Dad retired and well my eldest brother, Sanjith gave him a jotter and said: “Right, start writing, just write everything you remember.  And Dad started writing, and while he wrote in this jotter my brother, Sanjith edited a bit and then my father transcribed it into a book that he had bound by you know - he bound because he was a printer, with his signature on the top, which is really a beautiful book. I wish I had brought it here, you could have loaned it.  And what happened was the original was borrowed by a woman who came up to Spider and said that you know I’m doing my masters degree, I’ll borrow it, I’ll use it and I will give it back to you.  So Spider says, ‘go and ask my father.’  She went up to my father, and my Dad thought that Spider knows her very well and he gave her this book and she didn’t return it - so very, very, very valuable, and the original work of my father is lost. This woman just didn’t come up with it.  But the only thing we know is her name, and we put in ads in The Post in The Daily News you know "please return this, it belongs to the family."  And she just didn’t.


MN:	Talking about this publication?


JJR:	Okay once my Dad died my brother got info from this book that I spoke about and he began writing.  He used this old typewriter, which he still uses today, and he typed it as much as we getting to use I mean try to get him to use the computer, no he does it on the typewriter. And he got together informa-tion.


MN:	Can we pause please?


JJR:	Okay.


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


MN:	Welcome back, Janey.  You were telling us about the family, the family publication.


JJR:	Okay, if you know my eldest brother put it together, there is a little - well he dedicated this book to the future generations of the Juggernaths.  But he begins with Dhani who is my great-grandfather, he came from India.  So he begins the life story of Dhani and Sundri, who he married.  And then he goes from there to their children.  And then he writes about life of Juggernath, the eldest son of Dhani and Sundri and my grandfather and their life.  And then my Dad, who is the eldest son of Juggernath, and he talks about my Dad and my Mum's life.  But also in the tradition of my father, my brother doesn’t spend a lot of time talking about my mother, but which we’ve changed in the publication that’s coming out. 


MN:	The coming publication?


JJR:	Yes, because I insisted that my brother write her life story because she has a story as well. So I did most of that. And then he goes onto the 	organisations that my Dad was involved with in like Merebank Indian Rate Payers Association, the Co-ordinating Committee, which I spoke about, the Merebank Rate Payers Association.  And then he 	talks about little incidents that these organisations had with the city council, like it’s 	fight against the Southern Freeway cutting across 	the community and actually breaking up the 	community.  You will find that Merebank is made up of three different sections, although it is Merebank, and the Freeway cuts across and alienates the navy area in Merebank.  So there was a fight about you know, that and then against Mondi Paper Mill building a plant there and using coal as its fuel resource.  Then the Mobil Oil Refinery, the fight against Mobil Oil Refinery, and then of course Merebank’s Subbha, which is the religious organisation. Then he goes on to the Merebank Indian Association who is responsible for building these three schools in Merebank.  And there are valuable pictures here, which I think the Documentation Centre will really like to have, which are in the possession of Sanjith.  And then I think a large part of this book was my father’s memoriam.  My Mum and Dad died within six weeks of each other.  My Mum died of cancer and then my Dad just didn’t want to go on, even after 53 years 	of marriage people refer to them as Billy and his bride. So a large part of this book is dedicated to the memoriam and the people who spoke there was Ramsamy who was a chairperson of the Ratepayers; and then Mewa Ramgobin, the NIC member, executive member; and then Poobie Naicker from the community centre in Merebank; then Mr Harris who was from the Subbaha; all these organisations Dad belonged to; they had speakers on that day.  And what came out here was not only Dad’s contribution to these organisations but the work of these organisations.  And I think that’s what made Sanjith actually include all this here.  So a person reading this will not only know, you know, Billy Juggernath did this, this and this but what these organisations were all about.  And I think that was invaluable in this respect.  And then of course, the others are RG Pillay who was on the Coordinating Council; and then Siva Chetty 	from the ANC; and then of course letters of condolences from different people; Dianne Scott is one of them.  And then the last part, which I don’t like, is a little story about each one of my Dad’s children.  And then he highlights their trips overseas, their education, what their children are doing.  And I felt it was a bit of - what I didn’t like about it was I felt in a way of blowing a bit of trumpet here.  But I think it needed to be written, and then this picture of my Dad and Mum very late in life.  Now the reason we put this picture here was for the past twenty-five years on the 2nd of January my entire family goes on a picnic.  From my Dad right up to the last grandchild or now its 	great-grandchildren.  A tradition, which carried on in spite of my Mum and Dad not being here, we still go out to a park on the 2nd of January. Everyone takes the day off and we spend the entire day 	together.  


MN:	Any significant thing about the 2nd?


JJR:	No.	It used to be a holiday, but now what’s happening is since well at that time we were all a family of teachers and students so 2nd was not a problem.  But now with all my nieces and nephews being you know, I mean doing other jobs apart from teaching it is problematic.  So I think from this year we are going to use the first Saturday in January when everyone can be there.


MN:	The publication, was it meant for family members to know their history or is it?


JJR:	Absolutely.


MN:	Oh, it’s not available…?


JJR:	Well look we printed 200 copies and the immediate family had copies, but the objective was to tell my grandchildren you know, this is what your parents and grandparents were all about, to know their family tree.  But once it was published, the broader family showed so much of interest in it that we just gave it to them.  And then we found that other individuals, friends and schools and that kind of thing showed interest in it.  Recently I got a phone call from Settlers Primary School they wanted to know the history of Settlers School.  So I told them okay, I have a book and I just dropped off a book there and they got all the information from right here.  


MN:	Okay, that is one thing that you also mentioned 	while we were talking to you earlier on, you 	mentioned the significance of Duranta Road, tell us 	about it.


JJR:	Okay Duranta Road was I say the family home from the time they moved to Merebank.  Dhani built that house and as I said he planted these trees 	there. It was a family home and I think - it has lots of beautiful memories for everyone in all three families, the Dhani family, that’s the Juggernaths; Baijnaths; and the Ramcharans.  Apart from the sons' children the daughters' children 	would come there for holidays and then you must remember now although they were just these three males who were living there.  But their wives families came in and as their sons and daughters grew up it was their in-laws, so it became a place 	where lots of families got together especially during December and January.  You got people from all the daughters-in-laws families and the sons-in-laws families coming there you know and it was obviously a very happy full home.  What I remember about Duranta Road - I spent very little time there - but what I do remember is lots of people, lots of trees and spending a lot of time in that orchard in the backyard breaking pears, breaking guavas, mangoes and then Saturday morning breakfast, we will sit at a fire near a fishpond.  And my Mum will make hot roties and curry and she will serve us outside on this little bench that we had.  One frightening thing about Duranta Road for me was the day that our house was raided by the SB’s.   I can hazard a guess as to 	the year I think it was 1962, beginning of 1962 before we moved from there, SB’s came to raid our house.  But fortunately we had a - Mr Ramsunder’s house was raided before ours was, and he sent someone through the back door to warn my Dad.  And my Dad took all the - well we called it Congress info, all the information that he had and he buried it in the backyard.  So when these guys from the Special Branch came home there was 	nothing there. But they harassed my father about half a bottle of brandy because Indians were not allowed to have alcoholic drinks in their home. And I remember being terrified and I mentioned 	that in the documentation that I am doing.


MN:	Okay now going back to you; from high school,


	where to?


JJR:	Springfield Training College, the worst years of my life really, because apart from training me to be a junior primary teacher, training college did nothing for me.  Okay, I made a couple of friends, but that was it.


MN:	What was so horrible about it?


JJR:	I wasn’t educated there, it was just a training place, trained to be a teacher.  And there was no activism, no one was politically, well not many people were politically aware, in fact it was so bad that after I think my second year I stopped talking to half the students there.  They went on what was called a gymnistrada; it was a gymnastics display held in Germany.  And South Africa sent four different groups a White Group, an Indian Group, a Coloured Group and an African Group.  The White Group was paid for fully.  Indians, Africans and Coloureds had to get businesses to sponsor them.  	And we tried to show these girls the error of 	actually going but I think the excitement of going 	to Germany was too much they actually went there. And after a while you know you thought why the hell must we even bother to speak to these girls.  And I went through one and a half years of my life not speaking to these girls, which was horrible.  I mean you - the college couldn’t educate them, and there was a Mr Soobiah who was in charge of education and he was in charge of block teaching and so on.  He called me to his offices one day and 	he says:  "you know I can’t fail you because you are a good student but I will shunt you when I’m placing you in a school."  And he did just that in my first year of teaching I was shunted to Illovo 	where there was no direct transport from Merebank. 	So I used to hitch; my brother used to leave me in Mobeni, I used to hitch a ride to Illovo and hitch a ride back until I settled there after about a month or so I hitched for a month.


MN:	What was the reason?


JJR:	Because there is no direct transport.


MN:	I mean what the reason of him doing that to you?


JJR:	Oh, because of my family politics.  He knew my family well and because he knew that we were involved in politics, he did that.  And then the second incident was you know end of my second year we went to schools. It was more an observation and before we went there we were told: "look, you don’t have to keep record books because you're just going there to observe."  And I went to Nizaam Road School and one day the principal asked me:  "aren’t you keeping any record books?"  And I said: "no, we are here on observation.  We are not supposed to - I mean they didn’t ask us to keep any record books."  So he phoned the college and the next day Soobiah and a Mrs D Naidoo come there, and they called me a liar.  "How can you as student teach without a preparation book?"  "But I’m here for observation I’m not here to teach."  They actually called me a liar you know and these are the little things in training college that really gets to you, you know.  People were so they had so much of authority and they made you feel so little.  It was a terrible place to be in.  I think if it was the last institution in the world I wouldn’t have sent my children to it I would have taught them at home.  


MN:	And you graduated within three years?


JJR:	Three years, yes.  It was such a Mickey Mouse 	diploma really, I’m not proud of it at all.


MN:	Where to from there?


JJR:	From there to Illovo Primary I taught there also a very, very trying year.  That’s the year Steve Biko died and I was a great fan of Steve’s.  Well what was significant in the year I was - the Inspectors told me what a useless teacher I was.  


MN:	Who?


JJR:	Mrs Van der Merwe, well the incident goes like this, I mean I was battling to travel to Illovo.  And then I had applied for a transfer at the end of  June.  And I thought after the July holidays I will actually get a place nearer home.  So in the last year of school the principal, Mr VS Pillay said: "Miss Juggernath, I will give you the honour of hoisting the flag."  And I said: "no." And he says: "no, don’t be shy." I said: "no, I won’t hoist that flag."  And he went on and on asking me to hoist the flag and I said: "no, I will not go."  And there I am standing with all these teachers and some are telling me "go" and this one person I can’t remember his name he says:  "stand by your principles." He kept whispering in my ear.  "Stand by in what you believe in."  But there are others there who are telling me:  "go, you’ll get him angry, go you’ll get him angry."  But I just stood there and I said:  "no, I will not do it!"


MN:	How old were you?


JJR:	This was 1977 – twenty-two.


MN:	Here you are facing the man and what was his last reaction, what did he do?


JJR:	I refused to go and eventually he realised that I’m not going to go, so he called somebody else.  And when the assembly was over I went back to my class and next thing I get two prefects coming in there, you are summoned to the office.  So I go up, want to go into the office, but of course, I was waylaid by the then vice-principal and he says:  "oh, the principal is too disgusted with you, he doesn’t want to see you. I will talk to you."  He was a Mr TL Gounden, who later on joined the Tricam.  And he disgustedly, like you know, I’m an alien you know, "what do you people think, you can change this country?"  I said: "no, I can’t do it on my own but it will be it will happen maybe not in my lifetime, but it will happen.  Because an unrealistic situation as this is not going to last forever, it’s going to change."  And he was mean and nasty he made me cry; absolutely, you know, stoic.  So I told him, “you know what, I apologise for insubordination, but I don’t apologise for not hoisting the flag."  So that I think that made him very angry he says: "just get out of here."  So I said: "no I’m not getting out of here I’m going to apologise to Mr Pillay for not listening to him but I still won’t apologise for not hoisting the flag."  He wouldn’t let me to go into the office. I had to push him aside to go into the office.  So when I went in there the principal made me sit down, and that’s when I realised he knows my family.  After six months of teaching there I realised he knows my family.  So I apologised I said: "look if you wanted me to hoist the flag you should have asked me beforehand so that situation wouldn’t have arisen.  I could have told you my views and you could have decided then."  I said:  "you took me by surprise and what you got you deserved."  And then he sat me down and we chatted for about an hour and well he wasn’t as mean as TL Gounden, lets put it that way.  But he never forgot me because I spoke. I met him about a year ago and he took one look at me he says: "Miss Juggernath, you are one person I will never forget."  But what came out of that, recently Spider went to a funeral to Mobeni Heights and someone came up to him and he says, “You know Mr Juggernath, I want to shake your hand.”  Spider doesn’t know this guy and he says: "yes okay fine." He says:  "I just want to tell you I admire you, I admire your family."  And he says:  "your sister refused to hoist the flag in Illovo and I was a student there."  And he says:  "that’s why I admire your family."   Well some good came out of it, anyway.  What happened subsequently was TL Gounden notified the department and the Chief Inspector of junior primary teaching came to me.  She sat with me for four hours and when we went to the office for her to give me a rundown there was nothing she found right.  Everything, but everything, was wrong. So when she finished I asked her:  "have you finished?"   She says: "I’ve quite finished."  So I asked her:  "you know, you sat there for four hours, is there nothing positive about my teaching?" She says:  "oh, surprisingly your children reads very well."  So I said:  "but you don’t mention that."  But she picked on things like my charts, the space between letters you know if I wrote blue the space between b and l. She spoke about you know, the way I had my classroom arranged.  I didn’t write there that the syllabus is filed in my file for maths.  I didn’t write that in my mark book.  You know little petty things but she sat there.


MN:	Is that Van der Merwe?


JJR:	Van der Merwe.


MN:	How long did you last in that school?


JJR:	One year.  End of the year was I was given a transfer I went to Cavendish Primary, and I tell you this system really broke me.  It really, really, really broke me, especially the first few years until the Merebank Resolution, where Inspectors were not allowed in your classrooms.  The first few years really broke me.  You know Inspectors will come there and sit in your class four hours at the end of that they will give you a fair assessment.  You know, you have been through the mill, you’ve taught for three years, I’m mean you have been at college for three years.  You are implementing what you learnt but they will come there with I think three or four pages of suggestions "do this, this and this."  At the end of it they will give you a fair assessment they are there for one day for that four hours and they are ready to judge you.  Eventually we began calling Inspectors of schools My Fair Ladies.  You know they would walk in to your classroom they will just shake their head.  And they will sit there.  "Mrs Ramkissoon I want this, this, this, this book."  At one time, we were keeping 23 record books.  And they want the 23 on the table.  It was really, really, horrible you know; it was just terrible; teaching was just terrible.  And then the merit system came up you know, if you are a pal of the principal you are a pal of the Inspector, I think if you carry her bag to her car and that kind of thing, you get your three merit notches.  And then promotion was also very much given to pals; if you are	Rajbansi's pal; or AK Pillay’s pal; or the Inspectors pal you just got promotion.  And of course, we never got promotion.  The worst years of my life was when I did my remedial education.  When I went to Settlers School it wasn’t too bad we had a principal who was fair very - I mean he was a 	Muslim guy, so you know he favoured Muslim 	teachers.  You could see that, it was glaring.  But 	he wasn’t unfair to us you know like for instance if you put up a new chart he will come to you and 	say:  "you know, Mrs Ramkissoon it’s a beautiful chart you have there, is it new?"  You know that kind of thing.  And he was not unfair to us.  So my life there was fine and I think the biggest career mistake of my life was doing remedial education 	and moving to a school called St Mary’s.  I spent 	three horrific years there and I think that contributed most to my eventual medical boarding. 	I went there totally unwanted; principal was Mr Raiman. I walked into the school he says: "there is no place for you to do remedial teaching here. I wasn’t notified by the department."  So I say:  	"okay, so do I go back to my old school?"  He says: 	 "okay I’ll phone."  He phones there.  The principal 	says he has got a letter to say I’m transferred.  So he gives me a class 1 class, now this principal didn’t like me because he was playing racist.  His 	school was involved in playing mini-cricket;	Bakers mini-cricket which was a very racist league. And my brothers who were involved in sports in Merebank were instrumental in getting him kicked out of the Merebank league Merebank/ Wentworth 	league to play every other code of sport. But he still chose to play Bakers mini-cricket at the expense of football, netball, volleyball, athletics.  So the school wasn’t taking part in any of those other codes with the Merebank zone but he played Bakers mini-cricket.  And he didn’t even want to 	apologise and say:  "you know what I am leaving this cricket and I want to join your...".  No he just stuck to his guns.  So when I went there immediately I was branded as a Juggernath you 	know.  So he gave me hell and I needed to do ten weeks of pracs in remedial education to get my 	diploma.  I was really, really you know - I just didn’t know what to do.  So eventually I was so frustrated at, almost the end of the first term I went home to 	my Dad.  It was the first time in my entire life I went home crying to my Dad.  So he wanted to 	know:  "do you want me to do something? I can do 	something." And very reluctantly I told him:  	"okay, see what you can do."  So he phoned an Inspector that he knew. I hated that you know. I up till now, I just feel you know it was one of the worst 	times of my life.  So eventually he phoned this Inspector and the next day my principal gets a phone call and well actually not the next day, my father is holding the phone and this Inspector is talking to Raiman and my father could hear the conversation you know.  "Please give her that remedial post I’m authorising it."  And very reluctantly he gave me that post.  But the entire time he had people spying on me so every little thing I did... 


MN:  Was noted.


JJR:	... was noted.  He had two teachers in particular, two women on the staff who would report to him every single thing I did.  When he went we got a Mrs Budhoo who continued in the same vein.  And I was going through a bad patch at that time because my mother had cancer, we just found out she had cancer.  I was trying to work through that, I had just had a major operation, and I’m getting all this.  Eventually, in the third year of my stay there, no the fourth year, they take away my room, my classroom. And they wanted me to move from this room to that room and I told the principal: "look, you can’t do remedial teaching that way, you need a room where it's stable, its conducive to teaching children with remedial problems" and that kind of thing.  So she says:  "if you don’t like it, apply for a transfer."  So I did that and then I went for one month to Alipur Road School and then I went for another six months to Falcon Park in Chatsworth.  


MN:	What years were those?


JJR:	1987/88/89/90, those four years.  Then in 1991 I went back to Settlers School.  But in those days the last teacher in, no matter your what your experience years of experience was, if you are there 	physically last, you had to leave first, if there was if you were overstaffed.  So every year, beginning of 	the year I’m redundant so for the first three of four weeks I’m sitting without a classroom, so that uncertainty, and then of course Rajbansi starts his nonsense with me you know.  Well, I was going through a bad patch, Spider my brother was fired. 	Spider’s wife was being pushed from school to school, as well.  And they tried this with me as well.  So one year I was fine in my grade one class and they closed down, no they took away the qualified teachers from grade zero. So three teachers needed to be redeployed.  One teacher was 	fine she got a place in a grade one; the second one went to a school in Clairwood; the third one was also transferred to Clairwood.  So she was teaching there for sixteen years at that time, so she had to move.  She was she moved on Thursday on Friday I get a letter to say that I must move in her place and she’s coming to take my place.  So I thought it odd 	that how can the department reply so soon.  Then I found out it was Mr Raiman, the brother of the Raiman who gave me all those problems, he authorised my transfer.  So Monday morning I was 	to report at Clairwood and the teacher who went to Clairwood was going to take my place.  So at the end of the day I was like resigned to it I said:  "you know, what this is my lot until this country changes this is going to be the lot of activists."  By then I was really involved anyway and that afternoon my principal called me he says: "do you want to go?" I said: "no, this is so convenient, it's near home, I work in Merebank in the community and I live here."  He says:  "well you are not going,” he says, “you come back here on Monday."  That’s when the battle started between the department and I.  Eventually SADTU got involved and I demanded an interview with the department.  They wouldn’t give me an interview and three members from the department came up to me and they gave it to me in writing:  "you are to move now" no more to Clairwood now, I must move to Gokul School in Isipingo.  And I had to move on Monday so I said:  "okay I will move because I’m forced to, but I still want an interview with the department."  They wouldn’t give it to me, that’s when SADTU phoned the department and said:  "this teacher is coming to see you on Monday."  So I got an interview at ten o’clock and I went there and I you know I laid my cards on the table.  And told them:  "look it's just unfair for them to move me because look it's not done by the department, it's not done by my Inspector, it's one individual who is asking for this transfer."  And he said: "because he is a Muslim and this teacher is a Muslim is that the reason you 	are doing it?"  And I said: "SADTU is prepared to take this to court."  And I told them: "there is a 	SADTU organiser downstairs." Moe Shaik was downstairs at that time, and he said he is prepared to come in any time and fight this to the hilt.  And I said: "I’m prepared to sit even at the risk of being fired until I’m given a reason why I’m being moved."  So they told me:  "okay, go back to Settlers and we will sort it out."  So I went back to Settlers next morning and then I got a letter to say that I stay and this teacher had to go.  But it was very, very, very traumatic but I got letters you know from parents, from my staff supported me, letters to say that I shouldn’t be moved and you know there is no reason to move me and parents really supported me.


MN:	Tell me about your politics, your political home, were you politically affiliated by the - because during your student days you said you were not.  But now as a teacher were you political affiliated?


JJR:	NIC, definitely NIC.


MN:	Were you - what portfolio did you occupy or were you just a member?


JJR:	No, you see I didn’t get involved at - I think the first time I really got involved at an executive level was at SADTU level.  Prior to that, I was just a member of all these organizations, MRA the NIC and community centre and so on.


MN:	Do you still remember the year you joined the NIC?


JJR:	You know, I can’t pinpoint the year because just gradually we began working with organisations you know.  There was work to be done so we just got involved in the work and that kind of thing.  I can tell you maybe at one time, I was a member of SASO because we did work under the banner of 	SASO under the banner of BC,  but I can’t say look, I formally joined I am a card carrying member of SASO.  Or I am a card-carrying member of NIC.  The only time I formally joined an organisation was in 1992 when we got ANC cards and subsequently I joined the SACP when I got a SACP card.  


MN:	I was going to ask you because you had earlier on indicated that your philosophy was communism.  


JJR:	Yes.


MN:	You joined the SACP.  Now, considering your family background that you've always been involved I mean in community work or whatever. And you have worked subsequent to your harassment at all these schools because of your family connections.  Has it ever got you into trouble with officials because you mentioned that the SB once raided your home?


JJR:	The SB’s raided our home on a number of occasions, right.  More because of Spider and my father than me, because as I said women were not involved in the struggle, initially.  And I think they always looked for more high-profile people we were just grass roots activists. Just busy with the work that needed to be done, you know.  And SB’s raided our house on a number of occasions.  There is one incident that stands out.  The SB’s came home and then Spider’s wardrobe was upstairs and we had a room in the cellar. The cellar was converted into like a place where we hung out, you know.  People used to just come there all the time, the door was always open and anyone who wanted to come there would just come there and hang out.  The music was there; books were there.  We had, Spider eventually had a beautiful collection of books.  And one day the SB’s came home and they wanted to search the house so we sent them to Spider’s room upstairs.  They said, "no, no, no, no we want to see the cellar."  But what happened before that was it rained heavily and the door, somebody left the door wide open and the room got flooded.  So we mopped up the place, Spider and I did that and then we lit you know, incense.  So these big tall huge Afrikaner guys come in there and they start searching.  Before they could come to the section where Spider had a whole lot of really incriminating documents like education in China, and books on Russia, and that kind of thing.  Before they could come there, I think they got, they couldn’t breathe for that incense.  And they said:  "okay we’ll come back."  [laughs] And then of course, we had enough time to get rid of that, when they came back they found nothing.  But Spider was taken in, he served 40 days in solitary confinement, later on.  I think he will be able to tell you more about that on Thursday.


MN:	But the old man never, was never…?


JJR:	Well, he was saved from that 180 days because of Mr Ramsundar, if Mr Ramsundar hadn’t sent a message via the back door, my Dad would have had to serve 180 days.  


MN:	Did he get the confinement, I mean the person who 	warned him?


JJR:	Yes, yes himself, Mr Archie Pillay.


MN:	You also mentioned that you were at odds with 	Rajbansi, is it the Bengal Tiger?


JJR:	Yes.


MN:	Oh, okay.


JJR:	Yes we belonged to two different camps, definitely.


MN:	So you always had your, the family. Now you also mentioned something that the - you had a problem with the Black Consciousness why?


JJR:	Well look let me get this straight. Black Con-sciousness, the Movement in the sixties really, and early seventies really got us thinking politically, it definitely had a place.  It got us thinking, our information was got from there via a person called Mervyn Peters, Baptist and Myron.  And you know, we really got a lot of information and I think the interest, we were interested enough to go and spend a lot of time in Allan Taylor Residence.  We used to go there, any lecture, anything that was happening there, we just went.  I was fortunate enough to listen to Steve Biko there, and we were influenced a lot by Black Consciousness.  I think it was the organisation that really showed us that there is something wrong.  And there need to be change.  It influenced to me in my dress, the way I dressed, I began dressing up in Indian clothes you know, like kurtas and wrap-over Indian print skirts and champals, instead of shoes and European made sandals and that kind of thing.  I actually grew my hair and plaited it at that time.  Now this was all the influence of SASO and the BC Movement.  But this whole ideology of just Black Consciousness you know, although it was very, very clear by Black SASO meant Africans, Indians and Coloureds.  But I don’t think I could handle the fact that Whites were marginalised.  So I had to make a choice, it was NIC or SASO - BC.  And I think that was one of the factors that made me choose NIC.


MN:	Is that the reason why you didn’t join because Whites were you say…?


JJR:	Yes, yes as I said earlier on, I believe firmly that South Africa belonged to all those who lived in it, which is one of the clauses in the Freedom Charter.


MN:	Are the - NIC didn’t it exclude the Whites, as well?


JJR:	Well look, at that time the NIC was just a body because I mean, it was just a body that helped us to move forward.  The ANC was banned, remember.


MN:	The reason why I was asking you it was because I 	heard that you said you had a problem with the 	BCM but then you also said - [interruption]


JJR:	Not with the BCM, per se.


MN:	The philosophy thereof?


JJR:	Yes.


MN:	But you also mentioned that you if Steve Biko 	influenced you a great deal?


JJR:	Yes.  Absolutely, absolutely I mean it awakened a lot in me.  It definitely awakened a lot in me in terms of getting me involved, in getting me - it was like the push I needed.  It gave me that push I needed, you know.  Actually I remember my physics teacher in my matric year saying to students you know, "Janey belongs to the BC/SASO Movement and she didn’t stay away on one day you know and you did."  People saw us as BC/SASO at that time because we had no political home.  


MN:	Who are you, and how were you affected by this, Steve Biko’s death?


JJR:	Very, very, very affected.  That’s the time that year I was in Illovo and I used to buy The Mercury every morning, and read what’s going on.  The inquest, his death really affected me and it still does in fact when I did post-grad studies my history project was on SASO/BC.


MN:	And I mean can you take us year by year you’ve went from school to school what was the year when you finally got settled out, I mean out of being harassed?


JJR:	I think 1994.


MN:	So 1994.


JJR:	1993, 1994.


MN:	So can we pause please?  


JJR:	Okay.


END OF TAPE


RESUMPTION ON TAPE 2A


MN:	Thank you.  Welcome back Janey.  Shall we start 


	again?  Janey, after you’ve also, I understand that you’ve also done a degree, you studied at Varsity can you tell us about that?


JJR:	I did BA degree through UNISA, majored in History 	and Sociology.


MN:	When was it?


JJR:	I began in 1970 but I stopped for a while to do remedial education at UDW, and went on to complete after that.  The degree took me long because of a number of reasons.  Apart from working, I was a wife and mother.  And because my husband was also involved in, well, as an activist,    I found that more and more time was spent with the children and cooking and school work and I was having problems at school all along.  So the degree took me quite a long time to do, in fact there was a time that I just gave it up for about five years, I just gave it up.  But I eventually completed it in 1990 and went on to do BEd degree in Adult Education and History again.  


MN:	So you completed it in 1990, when did you complete it?


JJR:	I think it was 1990.


MN:	When you completed your degree.


JJR:	It took me a long, long, long time.


MN:	It is. You did it in 1970 and you also went on to do I mean during you stopped there a while, and concentrated on your family.  


JJR:	Sorry did I say 1970, actually in 1980.


MN:	1980.


JJR:	Sorry 1980.   No 1970, I was still at school – 1980, 	sorry.


MN:	Were you doing anything besides your family when 	you stalled, I mean when you stopped doing your 	degree, what else were you involved in during the 	period?


JJR:	Okay apart from me being involved in the Rate Payers that is MRA, we were involved in lots of other activities at that time, we were involved in netball, we had a netball organisation, we ran a league.  And I was secretary of the committee there.  And we were involved in women’s 	organisation called Merewent Women’s 	Organisation. The whole objective of the 	organisation was to actually get women thinking 	about their role, not only in the struggle, their role 	at home you know - they were oppressed.  Well you 	know the saying goes women are doubly oppressed 	you know by the system, as well as the fact that 	they are women.  So we tried to form an 	organisation to actually get people, get women conscientised and in order to do that we had a lot 	of activities.  And as I said earlier on there were not many women involved in active work in Merebank in terms of community and politics.  Religious organisations yes.  But when it came to social work and that kind of thing we had very few women.  So we began working on activities in Merebank one of them was the Netball Association. We used to have Road Groups and then we worked 	in Minitown because that is where the Rate Payers had a finger you know well we had a lot of influence there.  People began to trust us so we got the women from Minitown involved and we started off kitchen gardens you know, little, the little land in front of these one or two-bedroom houses.  We planted things like dhania (coriander), puthina (mint) and thyme and little things but we spoke to them about gardening and then of course we spoke to them about the way they were oppressed you know.  And we had - every year we had a spring walk around September, about this time of the year.  Again the objective was get to women out of their houses and 	we walked about three kilometres in Merebank and that was phenomenal because we used to get women from all walks of life all ages.  We had Mrs Marie and Bobby Marie's mother who’s really old, she used to participate; and then Viv Pillay, Ivan Pillay’s mother; Mrs Kistnasamy; people like that.  Coastal’s mother, old you know, really old women who actually walked.  We’ll tell them no don’t walk you just be with us. No, no, no 	they want to walk.  And young students, pupils, we 	restricted to sixteen and over but we got 16-	year-olds walking as well. And eventually this thing became an annual affair and by the end of it by the time the women’s group disbanded, we found that we had women from Wentworth joining us as well, so it was very good.  We also had an annual jumble sale again to get women out.  We went to shops and factories got jumble peoples old clothes and we just had a jumble sale and then we genera-ted funds to actually run the women’s organisation.  Then we affiliated to NOW, that’s Natal Organisation of Women and of course we celebra-ted August 9th with NOW as well as in Merebank.


MN:	Janey will I be mistaken if I call you a feminist or an activist of women’s causes?


JJR:	Yes.


MN:	Judging by -? .


JJR:	No, you won’t be wrong.


MN:	Because I when I looking into your history I can 	see that you are always bring up the women issues.


JJR:	Yes, yes.


MN:	You also forgot to mention an important part of 	your life when did you get married?


JJR:	Okay I got married in 1977 and in 1980 I had my first child, in 1984 the second but I lost two in between I lost one in 1979 and one 1981.


MN:	You are married to?


JJR:	I’m married to Ish Ramkissoon who is my cousin, so there was a problem marrying him.


MN:	From?


JJR:	Well he lived in Isnembe, just out of Tongaat for the first sixteen years of his life then he lived with us for two years in my home that’s when we started going out.  And thereafter he lived at residence at UDW and then he always worked out so he never went back to Isnembe for long periods after that.  So once he left he had left.  But he got involved even in high school, he was in Merebank High with us so he got involved in - he and Spider are very, very close.  They are very close friends.  So he got involved at the same time.


MN:	Was it the family who objected?


JJR:	Yes both our families because Hindus don’t marry 	cousins, even third cousins or fourth cousins they 	don’t marry.  


MN:	Your children’s names?


JJR:	My older daughter is Yuri with a Y and my younger daughter is Nikita. 


MN:	Now can we go to the period when - you told us 	about the period when you started your education 	and you finished your degree in 1990 wasn’t it?  	Now tell us what was your opinion or let me start 	by saying in 1990 by the time you completed your 	degree were you politically affiliated?  That is as a 	card-carrying member or otherwise where you have 	a political home?


JJR:	No I think the year yes by then you know the UDF 	was around and I wasn’t really a - as I said earlier 	wasn’t a card-carrying member until I joined ANC 	formally.  And that was just before we began 	forming branches in all the different regions.


MN:	Yet some people say that you in a political organi-sation there are card-carrying members who take cards and put it in their drawers.  There are those who carry the organisation in their heart and some people say those are the most important ones who carry the organisation with their heart.  Now what I want to know - [interruption]


JJR:	I think I was more the latter.


MN:	What I want to know is you’ve always you’ve considered yourself a UDF member in your heart?


JJR:	Yes, yes.


MN:	Your, any activism that was going on under the UDF that you wanted to tell about the period?


JJR:	You know everything moved I mean we moved as history moved you know.  If there was any activities under the banner of the UDF we joined in that kind of thing.  If there was anything going on under NIC and regions I mean branches participa-ted we participated in it.  We were the branch.


MN:	I also understand that Merebank was the boiling pot of political activism.  Now in 1990 that was now should we start saying mid-1980’s or late 1980’s was when political activists were being released those who were detained.  Can you remember names from Merebank who were returned home during that time?


JJR:	Yes Ivan Pillay, Viv Pillay, well Krish Rabilal was killed in Maputo in 1981.  Raymond Lalla, Roy Chetty. For a small community like Merebank, there were a number of exiles you know, it's such a small community, 4 000 people.  And there were so many exiles, it was amazing.  So when you talk about it being a political boiling pot you know, you are absolutely right.  


MN:	Tell us the mood what was the mood like in Merebank when FW de Klerk uttered those words that the political organisation were unbanned?


JJR:	Well its like asking where were you when Kennedy 	was shot?  I was at school and it was lunchtime and 	Ish phoned me and he told me ANC’s unbanned and 	Mandela is going to be released.  And I took this 	call in the office and I began screaming and of 	course I went into the staff room I was teaching in 	St Mary’s and I told you what the school was like.  	Ag, it was a - the most disgusting place I’ve ever 	been to.  I went into the staff room and "oh, so 	ANC is unbanned."  You know blasé about it and 	my principal Mrs Bhoodu says:  "oh, she’s rejoicing 	and we’ve got a leg in the grave now."  So what do 	you make of that?  [laughs]  But that afternoon 	when we got home, all the activists oh, there were 	hundreds of us.  We just got into our cars and we 	got a van I can’t remember whose van it was it was 	probably Ish’s, we got well we had a lot of ANC 	flags you know.  So we put this on and we went on 	a carcade in Merebank and Wentworth we went into 	Wentworth and then the Wentworth group joined us 	and we went on this joy ride.  And we eventually 	finished up at Dakota Beach in Isipingo and I 	won’t tell you what happened there, no.  [laughs]


MN:	Now when did you take up the ANC membership because now UDF was coming to an end?


JJR:	You see becoming card-carrying members - as it was a gradual process you know being NIC and then UDF and then ANC it was just a gradual process you know.  We just moved in with the progression of history.  So just before we set up our branch in Merebank we all signed up as members and each one of us activists were asked to go out and get people to join you know.  So we went back to our families and friends and whoever was ANC sympathisers and supporters and well activists we all just signed membership.  And then when we got a certain number of members we could actually launch our branch, which we did.


MN:	What’s your opinion on the negotiations that took place between the Freedom Organisations and the ANC and the PAC’s and the government.  I’ll tell you why I’m asking you this question.  It's simply because people's opinions vary.  Some people are against it, some people are for, some people have reservations.  What’s your opinion?


JJR:	Okay look, coming from the background that I am that I do come from, all along I envisaged a revolution.  I didn’t think that we would come to a negotiated settlement.  So all my life I had this feeling that there will be a bloody war; there will be a bloody revolution; and then there will be a socialist take-over.  During our discussions we did speak about you know a two-part take-over one when we get our freedom from the apartheid government and then a workers take-over.  But I just didn’t see a negotiated settlement, well actually I didn’t even think that freedom will come so early. I expected freedom after 2000 really.  But always, always, I thought of a bloody struggle and a revolution and a workers take-over.  So although I welcomed the fact that there wasn’t a war, there wasn’t bloodshed, I also welcomed the fact that you know what we are doing is peacefully.  I had reservations with the amount that we gave away; we gave away a lot.  And I felt that a lot of work that people did was actually in vain you know.  We fought a long, hard, struggle.  And we gave away a lot. I mean it may seem a simple thing but to incorporate Die Stem into the National Anthem I mean give me a break you know.


MN:	And they also the composition in the talks - I’ll settle on it for a while - the composition and the talk some people have reservations.  The fact that you had the Bantustan leaders, considered leaders, and invited to the talks you had, I mean also [interruption]


JJR:	The Rajbansis.


MN:	The Tricameral Parliament members being so honourable, or called honourable, honoured at the table negotiating the future of the country.  Do you think you felt betrayed?


JJR:	Absolutely, absolutely.  When I saw Rajbansi 	there and Holomisa and all these, well you know 	student days we called them sell-outs you know.  	When we saw all of them there it took me back you 	know this great disappointment. But then when you 	look at Pravin Gordhan there you know it gave you 	some kind of hope.  But I was terribly disappointed 	the whole composition of the CODESA.  And what 	still disappoints me and I’m - it hurts me I’m angry 	about it, is the fact that a lot of leaders who did a 	tremendous amount in the apartheid days were just 	marginalised.  I can name you people I mean the 	first person that comes to mind is Thumba Pillay. 	He's a judge now.  But I mean he is such a brilliant 	man, and he was marginalised.  You have got 	people like Farouk Meer you know. I can give you a 	whole host of people who were marginalised.  I 	mean you have got people like Yunus Mohammed, 	who is sitting in his law practice, at the moment.  	He’s not supposed to be there, he's supposed to be 	up there running this country because they know 	how to do it.  You know the strategizing, the 	absolute brilliance of these guys came out in the 	eighties, came out in the seventies.  They are 	brilliant guys I mean if you look at Praveen Gordhan 	during CODESA, his sheer brilliance was shining.  	But you have got lots of Praveen Gordhans sitting in 	their offices, in their law offices I mean they you 	know they are doing nothing they were just margi-	nalised.  And I think was the greatest  disappoint-	ment.  And what also disappointed me now is that 	nationalising.


MN:	I was going to ask you that when before they took over the ANC had the nationalisation in their agenda now they are talking privatisation is that what you are disappointed in?  


JJR:	Yes.


MN:	Okay and the UDF, what I can’t remember what you 	called them leaders the likes of Archie Gumede, all 	those people some people feel that they were let 	down as soon as the organisation was unbanned. 	Any opinion?


JJR:	Yes you know lots of key posts were taken, okay 	fine.  Lots of people came from exile took on posts 	and that kind of thing.  But I felt the activists 	within the country were marginalised whether they 	were African, Indian or Coloured or White.  They 	were just marginalised and yet they carried the 	struggle forward.  Look lots of people may criticise 	me by saying this, but I firmly believe that 	although the people in exile they left their families 	and they struggled a lot, they were free outside.  	People within the country fought a battle as well as 	they were harassed all the time.  Look I know of 	harassment of exiles you know.  In Swaziland they 	were harassed by South African SB’s, and all that.  	I appreciate all that but the thing is the harassment 	the life that the activists in within the country went 	through was horrendous.  But at the end of the day 	lots of them were marginalised.  I’ll give I’ve been 	talking about Spider all along, he’s my brother, 	maybe I have sentimentality attached to it, but I 	need to say this: Spider is a teacher, he is a 	qualified teacher.  And I’m a teacher I have never 	in all my life met such dedication as Spider's.  He’s 	committed to the country; he’s committed well he 	was always committed to the struggle; now he’s 	committed to the country.  And it shows in what he 	does.  He teaches excellently, he devotes his life to 	students, to pupils.  He goes that extra mile and 	does sport, he organises sporting events with the 	schools you know around he’s teaching in an 	African area.  Spider hasn’t got a promotion.  Yet 	you got people who we know were totally apolitical 	people who were are actually in the Tricameral 	camp who are sitting as Inspectors who are sitting 	as principals of high schools.  And Spider hasn’t 	even moved one step.  This is what I am talking 	about I’m talking about the Spiders of the world, of 	the country.  And I can you know give you lots of 	examples like that.  You know I feel ashamed 	sometimes to say that there were Spider who gave 	his life for the ANC and the ANC’s is not even 	recognising what his worth is and he’s worth a 	tremendous amount.  


MN:	I was going to ask you that being the question that I want to ask you actually that being always being a person who has been doing the spadework or the dirty work on the ground.  Because many activists or relatives are doing the spadework are not recognised being some persons or such, can you not see any difference in the lives of the community compared to their apartheid years?


JJR:	Oh yes definitely. I for one am not active anymore. Although after 1994 well we worked on the election campaign and then we worked on the local election campaign but after that - oh, then I worked right until my retirement I worked with SADTU.  But if you look at Merebank for instance you can count on one hand the number of activists that are working.  Shanaaz Issop shines out; she shines out she’s also a teacher also never given a promotion because of her you know she’s takes no nonsense, so people just don’t want her in the admin because she you know what’s rights right.  She stands out because she still belongs to a whole host of organisations she tries to keep the fires burning in Merebank.  But not many activists are left.  People are just getting on with their lives and they are leaving the running of the country to the politicians because you must remember there is a clear distinction between an activist and a politician.  And many of us were not politicians you know we were just activists doing a job of work at that time.  So now that the country is being run by politicians I think more people are just getting back into their homes, which is sad.  Because if you look at education for instance if you get progressive people in SGB positions you know the schools are going to be uplifted because they have a history of knowing how to run things.  They know how to organise like a thing like fundraising for instance, if you are an activist a seasoned activist fundraising is child’s play for you.  But these people are not involved in organisations they are just leaving it to people. So what’s happening is lots of SGB’s you know School Governing Bodies are run by people who are there for their gain.  Lots of people actually join an SGB you know what my wife’s a teacher in this school if I join the SGB I have influence on whether she gets a promotion or not.  You know that kind of thing so it's sad in that respect that lots of activists have just stopped working.  I think we need to rethink this one.


MN:	In as far as the upliftment and development of 	communities do you see any difference between the 	governance besides the fact that now we have 	human rights and all, do you see any is there any 	better living conditions?


JJR:	Yes definitely, definitely.  The influx of Africans into the cities resulted in the shacks and so on.  But you can see you know, slowly, methodically the shacks are being replaced by these little houses.  With me it's fine as long as a person has a roof above their head, it's fine you know.  I can see us only moving forward from there.  In the so-called Indian areas and Coloured areas well I’m talking now about my experience in Merebank, Wentworth, Chatsworth that kind of thing.  There is not much improvement.


MN:	Why?


JJR:	Well I would say it's lack of funding it’s a lack of funding what disappoints me about the government is the amount of money they still spending on defence on arms and that kind of thing you know.  I won’t say it’s not necessary it is necessary to arm a country to have a strong defence force.  But I think the amount being spent is a bit much.  And I think we need to uplift our country in every other aspect, socially you know, homes, food that kind of thing and of course crime is a big problem. I have a big problem with the crime factor.  


MN:	You’ve also voiced your concern about privati-sation and considering the fact that now there is such a high level of unemployment and now you have touched on crime which I think interrelated things.  What do you think makes the people the congress who have spoken so loudly about nationalising things then all of a sudden go to privatisation which they see is causing unemployment and all.  Because people are losing their jobs does affect that?


JJR:	That is a fact and well it’s all interrelated you lose your job you turn to crime turn to crime the country goes down.  You know if I have to start talking about privatisation and nationalisation it’s a whole theoretical jargon you know.  I firmly believe that profit you know capitalist-making profit is the biggest single factor for unemployment.  If the profit of the bosses wasn’t as large, as big as it is, then you will get employment.  Sharing resources and that kind of thing.  Now my reason for nationalising is if the government controls all means of production, then they will have to employ people to sort of sustain that kind of system.  Otherwise their coffers will be - well money from their coffers will be used to give social security to unemployed people.  So you know at the moment the capitalist doesn’t bother about the man on the street if he’s unemployed the government does it.  But if those profits go into the coffers of the government, then things even out.


MN:	Are you content with the way our government is being run I mean are content with your former comrades?


JJR:	No.


MN:	You’re not.


JJR:	No I’m not.  There is a lot of things that disappoint me.  But I will still say the country is very young, it's only ten years old well not even ten years its eight-years old.  And I’m prepared to give it some time.  


MN:	Once the Archbishop Desmond Tutu once said: "we have stopped the gravy train not for you to jump on it and move it but we have stopped it so that it can be halted."  Do you feel that is has been halted or do you feel the gravy train is still moving?


JJR:	Oh the gravy train's moving, it's moving it's still moving with a new pilot and a good number of other passengers on it which is sad.  But that’s the whole contradiction of a capitalist system. That people will always be ready to make a quick buck.


MN:	We are being faced with this pandemic HIV/AIDS and knowing the government's stance, what’s your opinion?  The cause of it, and all of the thing. I mean what’s the what do you think of the government's stance on it, you being an activist, of whom activism or retired but I don’t think activists retire?  [laughter]


JJR:	You know, I think every individual deserves the right to live, a right to life.  And I think the government owes it to people, no matter at whatever cost to provide them with the resources as well as the medication to make their lives better.  Whether it's short-term or long-term, if an AIDS sufferer is even dying the last few years of his life or the last few months of life must be made bearable.  This is what we owe society this is what we owe to our people.  And by depriving people of drugs whether it’s going to give you life back or not I think it’s pathetic.  You need to make people as comfortable as possible.  Otherwise we lose our humanity you know our human qualities what are we saying a person has got TB you know we can’t afford the drugs so let him go back to the township and just die.  You know it reminds me of the time when my niece just started work at King Edward Hospital. She says children were dying before they are five years with Kwashiokor. I mean I think it's still happening I don’t know you know recently.  But that was during the days of apartheid and we were blaming apartheid, we were blaming the Nationalist government you know these children are dying because of Kwashiokor.  Now, who do we blame? People are dying of AIDS you know what are we doing about it?  We are supposed to be a very progressive group of thinkers we are supposed to be concerned.  But human life is supposed to be concerned the quality of life.  I mean this was the song we were singing during our activist days, quality of life must improve.  


MN:	What is your opinion on the Truth and Recon-ciliation Commission?  How did you see it were you for or were you against it?


JJR:	I didn’t make up my mind about it you know I tell you the little that I saw about it I was going through a very bad patch personally.  I was going through a state of depression and I was on medication and that kind of thing.  So during that period I just withdrew into a shell.  And it’s only recently that I’ve gone back into reading the newspapers I just never wanted to read the papers and that kind of thing.  So I just didn’t keep my finger on the Truth and Reconciliation process.  But you know if I have to think about it now lots of truths needed to be told.  I don’t know if I can justify the amount of money spent, you know.


MN:	I was about to ask you that, that considering the budget, was it worth it?


JJR:	You know, because what came of it?  As I say I didn’t follow it closely, because I was going through this personal problem.  But I can’t reconcile the fact that so much of money was spent on something that didn’t have a firm end-result.  


MN:	Any member of your family testified in it?


JJR:	No.


MN:	No not a member of your family?


JJR:	Not my immediate family, but well Krish Rabilall died in this - in Maputo and Krish is my sister-in-law's nephew.  So you know, his immediate family  are very close to my family.


MN:	Having read about it since you said that it was a bad period for you do you think it achieved its goal; did it achieve its goal?


JJR:	No, no, no I think it brought out a lot it brought out you know to the surface a lot of what happened you know, during the apartheid years.  The senseless killings, the senseless interrogation, detention and that kind of thing it brought it out.  But I also believe that people who would read about it are people who are in the know anyway you know. 


MN:	Yes but while we are still on it some people differ about it.  I want your opinion on it I want to know some people say the truth that came out is something that was known.  I mean that was known that happened to other people but now the reconciliation part of it was did they achieve it?


JJR:	I don’t think so, I don’t think so because there is still – look, in the individual, people are trying to reconcile.  I live in the so-called white area there are people who would embrace us but there are a great many people who just don’t want me there.  My immediate neighbour doesn’t want me there.  My opposite neighbour doesn’t want me there.  Each time we do something he is phoning the cops and the cops are coming over and harassing us, and that kind of thing.  Well of course the cops come there and tell us "hey you know what just turn the music down your neighbours are complaining" you know.  And then you get Ngema writing this song of his, you know.  


MN:	What’s your opinion about it?


JJR:	About the song.  Well I really didn’t listen to I mean I don’t understand any African language.


MN:	But you have seen a rough translation?


JJR:	Yes a rough translation. You know it awakened me 	it really awakened me.  I didn’t think he had to put 	in song because lots of us know the problem I think 	this song will bring an antagonism you know 	between Africans and Indians.  I didn’t think we 	needed that at this time when we need to reconcile. 	But I wouldn’t disagree totally with what he is 	saying because I come from the Indian community 	and I see the way African women especially are 	treated.  I mean not only by Indians, everyone 	treats their domestic workers - well no I shouldn’t 	say that - lots of people treat their domestic 	workers as servants.  Even they refer to gardener as 	the garden boy; he may be 50 going on 70 you know 	but they refer to him as the garden boy.  They give 	him separate utensils, he eats outside you know, 	the maid doesn’t sit at the table and eat.  These 	things are realities but I still firmly believe he 	didn’t have to bring it out in this song, you know.


MN:	Do you some people have an opinion of perhaps the opinion from people who were involved in the struggle saying that choosing the Bengal Tiger he is riding on it and some people are using it for their own gain popularity and all.  What do you think?


JJR:	Well I’ll give you an example to illustrate what I am saying to you.  There was a teacher in my school very, very young third-year teacher, she had to move from our school because she was redundant and she made herself redundant.  So once you make yourself redundant you are placed in another school.  She made herself redundant and she was placed in this school where she is there permanently, but yet you have got teachers who are teaching fifteen, twenty years who were not placed in a school until last year or the year before.  But she was placed in a school the first year that the R & R process started.  And she belonged I mean she is a member of one of the Tiger's sidekicks.  So I can illustrate what I am saying.


MN:	I fully understand.  Well if or let me start by saying 	- who are the influence in your life the people who 	influenced or your role models?


JJR:	Spider, Spider definitely and my husband.  Well I didn’t talk to you about two very important aspects of my life.  One is my time with SADTU and my visit to Cuba.  I spent a month in Cuba.  So okay I joined SADTU when it, you know, at the launch and we launched a branch in Merebank.  And I was elected secretary by a very conservative teacher, and the reason he wanted me as secretary I think was because I was a woman and I could keep minutes.  He didn’t think that I am going to contribute to SADTU as an organisation as a progressive organisation.  So when I joined SADTU and I began showing exactly what where I come from and what I am he was taken aback and he actually told me one day he says: "oh, I thought you are just going to take minutes." You know that kind of thing.  But I joined SADTU full force, and being secretary I was involved at regional level.  So I like to think that I actually kept SADTU alive for the time that I was there.  I worked tirelessly - all the boycotts and the placard demos, I organised carcades, and even our strikes you know the middle of it.  Because of my time in the struggle I have excellent organisational skills so I brought that into SADTU with me you know.  So well the first couple of years I was secretary and then I became chairperson and during my time as chair that is when we had the workers the cleaners strikes and they were fired after that.  So you know throughout that time these were the activities that we embarked on you know.


MN:	Can we pause please?   


END OF TAPE 2A


RESUMPTION ON TAPE 2B


JJR:	Okay.  I worked tirelessly in SADTU and apart from day-to-day teacher issues we tried educating people in terms of their rights like we organised someone to talk about teachers' rights and you know in ELRC we spoke about terms or conditions of service and that kind of thing.  So apart from the day-to-day running of SADTU and teaching and that kind of thing we always had orientation courses and that kind of thing. As chairperson you know, I invited people to come over if a document came out we went to regional level, it was workshops and then we would come back and workshop it to our teachers.  What was sadly lacking was that we didn’t make inroads into the so-called ex-model C schools you know to get white teachers affiliated to SADTU. Hopefully you know they are going to do that soon. What is sad very, very sad among teachers is that you have although this is a capitalist country and there is just two classes.  Indian teachers think that they belong to a middle class.  And lots of these middle class teachers believe they don’t want to identify with workers, workers being Africans.  So you have got the owning class and you have got the so-called middle class amongst teachers and then you have got the workers who are the African teachers.  So they don’t want to identify with workers so they join APEC.  APEC belongs to a different elite group.  I asked one teacher "why did you join APEC?"  Well she was on the defensive because she knows I’m SADTU I said: "no, no, no I just want to know one reason why you joined APEC."  And she says: "it’s a professional organisation and I’m a professional." So I said: "okay as opposed to that what’s SADTU?" She says: "oh, they are workers."  So this is what disappoints me about Indian teachers there is a lot of them who are actually joining APEC.  And what saddens me is that you know if you look at APEC it’s a old white teacher union you know and they forget who their oppressors were.  These white teachers enjoyed such cushy teaching environments merit notches.  Most white teachers got their three merit notches just like that.  And they forget you know who sustained the struggle and that kind of thing.  And what they also forget is that SADTU fights for the pay increases, and gets it too. 


MN:	And it's applied across the board.


JRR: 	And it's applied across the board you know.  So 	SADTU is the fighters; they will do all the picketing 	and the strikes and all that and these people just 	get the benefits it disgusts me.


MN:	The professionals get the benefit?


JJR:	The workers do the fighting and the professional gets the benefit.


MN:	Can you tell us about your trip to Cuba, what was it all about?


JJR:	Okay well what happened was in 1997 there was a 	little article in Teachers Voice, in the Voice it’s a 	SADTU newsletter.  And it's this trip a brigade to 	Cuba and they got four numbers if you are 	interested phone.  So I phoned a person in Cape 	Town and he says: "no we are going in December 	and get your money ready" and blah, blah, blah.  	But it didn’t materialise.  Out of the blue in 1990 	around June Brian phones me from Cape Town and 	he says: "you know what we are sending a brigade 	to Cuba, are you interested?"  I said: "yes."  By then 	all the money I had for the trip was spent anyway.  	But I just said yes and he says a group called 	Friends of the Cuban Society is organising this trip 	and we will be hosted there by EKARP, right it’s a 	propaganda, well a branch of the Cuban Society 	there.  They deal with propaganda. And we were 	expected to go to Cuba and work.


MN:	They did it to suppress it or spread it?


JJR:	To spread it.


MN:	Okay.


JJR:	We are expected to go there and work but we were also told that we will meet with different organisa-tions and we will get people coming to us every evening to give us talks and that kind of thing.  So I said: "what about visiting Cuba?" I mean a little bit of visiting.  They said okay we’ll try and incorporate it.  So our itinerary came and we were it was a mixture of all four things you know.  The work; visiting places; meeting with different organizations; and having input by the different organizations, as well.  So we were quite thrilled because we were going to go right up to - oh, I’m terrible with directions - the West Coast you know to Sierra region.  And then I thought well our last stop, the Western most part was the Mandela Museum.  So I thought from there I’ll just take a bus and go down to Sierra Maestra because it fascinates me the Cuban war just fascinates me.  But that didn’t materialise the furthest we went to was Santa Clara.  We stayed at a place called - oh, you know my memory Antonio Mila; it’s a camp where people from throughout the world all supporters of Cuba send students and people to this work-camp and they do basically what we did.  And its especially built for this, so we stayed there and each evening we had talks you know the first evening we had a person from the Justice Department.  Then we had a women’s organisation, then we had a person who was in Angola, a group of Cuban fighters who were in Angola.  One evening we had an economist talk to us and then people from Sierra Maestra people who fought with Fidel and Che Guevara, that kind of thing.  Then we went to visit people like the chairperson of the local committee, provincial department and central government we met with people you know from this.  We met with the foreign affairs organiser, the chairperson of the women’s institute, and then we spent a lot of time with the trade unions.  And I spent a little more time with the secretary-general of the teachers union.  And then of course we visited historical places like the palace where Francisco Batista lived now its converted into a museum, a museum of the struggle.  And then we went and saw the Grand Mal you know, the boat that Fidel crossed.  We visited Che Guevara’s home.  And hospitals, universities we saw a match between one of the African countries and South Africa a football match, students who are studying in Cuba.  We visited you know children from the Chernobal disaster, treated in Cuba.  I think Cuba is the only country that took on these children and treated them and gave them medical operations and that kind of thing.  Then they rehab, they spend the time there in the rehab centre and then they're sent back home.  We visited - oh, Lenin’s monument, and then Celia Sanchez monument things like that.  We worked, the guys - well because of my age I worked in the kitchen and I worked tilling soil.  But lots of others well five others went on orange-picking sessions.  So it was a fantastic experience work experience as well, and then the last week we went to San Fuegos, the most beautiful beach in the world in Badedero.  And we stayed in San Fuegos.  We met with the local government there and members of EKARP again we did a bit of sightseeing.  And then finally we went to Santa Clara and saw the, well it's Che’s province actually, the university where he started his ambush.  You know the derailment, we saw the actual plant he used to derail that train.  The train itself is lying there you know, things like that.  Then we met with South African students.  I said museums and then we went to Che Guevara monument, exclusively - an exclusive museum for him.  But these were the things we did but what I learnt in that time was so tremendous I could never, I read a lot about, my interest is history, I read history.  And I’ve read I’ve read just everything I could put my hands on lay my hands on, on Cuba.  But what I learnt in that month about Cuba surpassed all the books that I read.  Oh, we visited a commune a farming commune; what I found that the embargo against Cuba is really, really getting Cuba down economically.  But when the embargo began, when Russia became capitalist, there was no trade-links anymore for Cuba to send its sugar and its export goods and no one was exporting to Cuba.  And USA said that any country who trades with Cuba will not be allowed to trade with USA.  And USA will not send its goods to that country.   So most capitalist countries who have close trade links with USA had to stop trading with Cuba.  So economically it really, really, really had a negative impact on the country.  But everyone loves their Commander-in-Chief and they will stick by whatever he says.  


MN:	Is it through force?


JJR:	You know it didn’t come out that way, and people 	that I have spoken to, who visited Cuba  subse-	quently, told me that as well.  It just didn’t come 	out that way.


MN:	When did you come back?


JJR:	A month later I spent little more than a month in Cuba.  Everyone I spoke to you know, I was looking for it, I was looking for it, is Fidel is such a bogey-man that you know he’s holding people through force. I spoke to academics, I spoke to intellectuals I spoke to people who clean the place where we were living, it just never came out.  One person in that month I spoke to who said they want to move to USA, just one person.  So I sat down; in fact it was at a flea market and I crossed my legs and I sat down I said: "okay, let's talk about this."  And I asked him: "why do you want to move?"  He says: "no I don’t like communism."  I said:  "fine, every individual has a right to chose."  I told him "okay, tell me what you like about it?'  And he says "I like to be free to earn my own living and that kind of thing."  So I said: "okay I can talk to you in South African terms what would you like to earn in South Africa?"  So he gave me a sum of 10 000 you know.  So I told him "okay fine, 10 000, after tax you get about 8 000.


	Then you’ve got to pay your pension which is another R500, and then you’ve got to pay medical aid which is 700, you got to pay school fees which is that and food that’s that and rent there" and blah, blah, blah.  And you are left with well he came out with something like R800 for entertainment and that kind of thing.  His jaw dropped he says: "but don’t you have free medical facilities?" I said:  "no."  "Free schooling?  No."  Suddenly he woke up because he thought a capitalist country is just like Cuba except that it's better you know.  He got a shock he couldn’t believe that we pay for education; he couldn’t believe that we pay for medical facilities.  


MN:	Education.


JRR:	Well education he was like shocked he says: "isn’t it the duty of the government to pay for education?"  I said:  "no my dear, you have got children to send to university; you have got to fork out R10 000 a year only for fees that’s without the books.  What impressed me about Cuba was the promotion system in teaching because I think I was a teacher and it interested me.  Unlike here where lot of things are done you know secretly and nepotism and that kind of thing, promotion there if you are a level-one teacher you want to move to level-two you have got to go and train for it.  So you spend a year of Saturdays at a university I visited this university as well you train for your post as a HOD.  And then they place you in a school where you are a HOD.  And then from level-two to three you’ve got to train again to take on that post.  So that was amazing and I just wonder why you know more countries don’t adopt that system where you actually train.


MN:	So you came back.  Now I asked you about the person who had more influence on you and you said it was your brother.  If there was anything at all in your life that you say "Janey what have you done wrong that you would like to correct."  Anything that you would like to correct in your life?


JJR:	That’s a tough question there’s lots of things - ah, yes my career decision.  Yes that’s the one single thing I wouldn’t want to I would want changed.  


MN:	In your lifespan or in your I don’t whether to say in your life or in your activism what can you say was the most satisfying achievement?


JJR:	I think 2nd of February 1990.  Oh apart from that a meeting well not meeting but seeing Chris Hani.  I went to the SACP rally in Johannesburg and I think when he walked onto the stage the whole stadium shook it was really a beautiful experience.


MN:	Tomorrow we will be marking the 25th anniversary of one of your influences [Steve Biko].  What are you going to do what it means to you to supplement that one.  What do you feel about the fact that no conclusion was reached as to what happened to him?


JJR:	There is a lot of anger about Steve’s death still you know.  But then there is a lot of anger about Zondo’s death, as well you know.  And I still feel that there’s this business about you know carrying on with life without bringing to book the perpetrators I think I feel strongly about that.  Although I would want the country to move ahead but there are times there is a lot of anger in me about these things not being settled.  Lots of people got away with lots of things.  And we are just going on as if these things never happened.  Okay we are remembering Steve’s death but who’s remembering it?  The people closest to him you know.  Do we mark Steve’s death as a nation?  It's sad but we don’t. We need to because these were the heroes of our times.  We don’t even I mean okay we have a mention in the paper about Chris Hani’s death.  But as a nation we need to mourn Chris Hani; we need to mourn Steve Biko; we need to celebrate Steve’s life because he didn’t only influence me he influenced thousands and thousands of people.  He is still influencing them.  The other day I walked into the library and there was a young African student and he picked up Steve Biko’s book and so I looked at it and he says: "you read it?"  I said: "yes."  Then he says: "is it good?"  I said: "it will change your life."  A few days later I met him he comes to me he says:  "you’re right."  You need to highlight them, you’ve got to celebrate their lives because they had so much to give to us.  If it wasn’t for the Bikos of the world, we would still be oppressed.  As much as I say that grass roots activists changed our lives so did these guys like Biko and Oliver Tambo and everybody, everyone had a place in the struggle.


MN:	How should we remember them?  Do you think we 	should probably set aside a day where all those 	heroes are remembered or should we take them 	individually like for instance tomorrow being his 	death should we celebrate his death or should we 	celebrate his life?


JJR:	We celebrate his life yes.  Look a 25th anniversary gives you the ideal opportunity to celebrate Steve’s life.  Do it.  Let's do it.  You know coming to back to Cuba their heroes are not forgotten.  Their heroes are alive.  We’ll drive down Southern Freeway and we see ads for Mercer and Grafton Everest and whatnot and whatnot.  You drive down Cuba there’s a huge poster billboard size of Che Guevara of San Fuegos you know there is no pictures of Fidel Castro but the heroes of the struggle are there.  There’s beautiful murals everywhere.  Again in Cuba also I don’t see a big poster of Celia Sanchez or Haley but I mean there are posters everywhere, the schools have murals of the heroes.  There is a mural of Che Guevara in Revolution Square that’s about ten stories high.  They remember their heroes.  You know you ask a student: "there’s a mural there, who’s that?"  They know exactly who it is.  You ask a student in Kharwastan or in Secondary or in Crawford Secondary who Chris Hani is, I can bet my life most of them wouldn’t know.  They don’t know who, they probably will know Chris Hani because he was recent, they won’t remember Steve. For that matter, in Merebank, nobody knows Krish Rabilall.  Why don’t we name a school after him?  Why don’t we name a hall after him?  Why don’t we name a street after Krish? They are heroes of our struggles and they must not be forgotten.


MN:	What sort of books are you reading for pleasure for leisure for your leisure time?


JJR:	Okay I read about four or five books at a time.  So it’s always something light and something heavy you know.  I read everything about Cuba, I read everything about the Mafia; I read everything about the Second World War.  And then I read junk.  


MN:	If you were to, if somebody was to recommend or ask for your recommendation what would you recommend?


JJR:	In what category?


MN:	In any category if somebody would for younger people for instance since you’ve said that like for instance you just said that young people don’t know we don’t know our heroes.  I mean if to enlighten the youth what you recommend the readings because some people tend to believe that the youth of today really reads junk and sit in front of TV they are couch potatoes?


JJR:	They don’t read.  The book that, Mila 18.  


MN:	What sort of music do you listen to?


JJR:	Semi-classics, folk, I love Crosby, Stills and Nash. MN:	Judy Blue Eyes.


JJR:	Oh that’s my favourite, favourite.  Suite Judy Blue Eyes is my favourite, favourite song.   I love Hey Jude, I love the Beatles.  But I think I can catego-rically state that Crosby Stills and Nash are my favourites.  But of course if Mark Knopfler comes to South Africa, I’m going to camp at the stadium to get front seats.


MN:	Even though he left Dire Straits?


JJR:	Yes.


MN:	Janey thank you very much for your - [interruption]


JJR:	Oh I need to tell about Reiki.


MN:	I’ll come back.  Janey what words would you like to leave us with as we finish and conclude this interview.  Your hopes, your dreams?


JJR:	My hope is - yes look, we fought a long hard struggle; we lost a lot of comrades; we lost a lot of friends; we lost a lot of time in terms of family life; we have sacrificed a lot in terms of our children, family life.  And my hope is that now that we are free, that our government takes the responsibility of making us really, really free.  In terms of you know, like we must be free to eat a substantial meal; we must be free to walk on our streets without fear of being harassed, raped, murdered; we must be free to choose a government that delivers these goods.  That’s it. Lots of hopes.  But I have a lot of faith in the government and well hopefully the people who are there make a difference.


MN:	Janey, thanks once again for your presence and thank you again.


JJR:	No it’s a pleasure.


MN:	That’s fine.


--- oOo ---
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