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VR:
Good afternoon, my name is Vino Reddy.  And this


afternoon we’re interviewing Rajes Pillay, for the


Documentation Centre of the University of Durban


Westville and the HSRC. Welcome, Rajes and thank


you for giving us your time.

RP:
Thank you.

VR:
Perhaps we should go back a little and see your 
origins, where were you born. Tell us a little about 
yourself and your family.

RP:
I was born in Maritzburg.  My parents were from Kimberley, but tradition amongst the Indians was that the first-born child is normally had on the maternal parents' side.  So my mother gave birth to me in Maritzburg, but my permanent home address, if you’d like it that way, is Kimberley in the Cape. 

VR:
And your family then moved to Durban?

RP:
My dad died when I was thirteen in 1958 and my


mother well carried on until we had passed our matric.  And then she decided that she would like to come to Natal, settle in Natal.
Be closer to her side of the family.

VR:
And your schooling Rajes, where did you go to 
school?

RP:
My primary schooling was done at an Anglican Church school, called Perseverance High.  We were well - we were mixed insofar as the black community went.  We had African students, Coloured students, Chinese students, Indian students, Muslim students and also Interdenominational Christian faiths.  Same was at the secondary school, our teachers well were mostly Coloured teachers ya.  There were no men.

VR:
And your parents, what did they do Rajes?

RP:
My father was a market agent in that he sold


vegetables wholesale.  And my mother well, was the traditional Hindu wife at home.

VR:
Okay.  And your education after high school, what 
happened there?

RP:
Well it was a very interesting period at the time


that I graduated from matric, it was 1960/61.  And the Coloured People’s Congress was very active in the Cape at the time.  So there was a lot of conjecture about whether you should go to Universities in South Africa or whether you should go to Universities outside South Africa, because there would be differential education that was going to be introduced.  So the result my mother decided she’d take her family abroad to try and complete our education abroad.  Unfortunately our finances didn’t hold out, but we did have, I had at least three years of experience in Great Britain.  Where I did my A levels.

VR:
And then?

RP:
After that I returned back home and I got a


scholarship through the South African Council for Higher Education and tried to complete a degree through correspondence.

VR:
Okay.  At what stage would you say your 


politicisation began, Rajes?

RP:
That's a very difficult question because, I think that it starts from a point of cognition even as a young person.  Now my father was banned, he was not banned in the sense that banning can be interpreted after 1948.  But he was listed.  Now listed people meant that if he lived in the Cape and he wanted to come and visit his daughters or his family et cetera in Natal, he had to go to the Security Branch offices.  Go and apply for a permit to go, then he would be interrogated, on how long was he staying, he would be granted exactly 20 or 21 days.  And within those 21 days he had to be back in the Cape.  And so there was this control over his movements, and I think the control arose because he was at that time Secretary of the Coloured People's Congress in Kimberley.  He was a member of the Natal-Indian Congress, Kimberley Branch.  And he was also a very prominent religious leader amongst the Indian people.  And, well he was pretty critical all round so.

VR:
So that’s when it began for you?

RP:
I think as a kid, you know, we used to resent this


knock on the door every time, you know.  Papa is going away to Durban, and then the next thing was Sergeant Fourie or some fellow who would arrive on a motor bike to come "is your father in?"  You know.  And my father was quite civil to them, "sit down you know would you like a cup of tea?"  He says:  "well we’re here on business you know you’re going to Durban, or what you’re going there for and how long are you staying, who are you going to see? and so on and so on and so forth.  And then frequently when they did give him a permit it used to be shortened, like if he applied for 21 days, they’d give him ten days or fourteen days and that kind of thing.

VR:
Okay.  Let’s just go back a little bit to your time that you spent in London.  Your education there how would you compare it to the education we had here in South Africa?

RP:
Well I was educated under the apartheid system.  My primary schooling and my secondary schooling was done under the apartheid system.  Going to London presented a completely different view.  Because at that time we had people who were coming from Southern Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia, as it was known.  French people, German students, language students, Pakistanis, Arabs.  Everybody milling around trying to get their qualifications, you know.  And in that way it sort of broadened out one's perspective of just being a well, you know fairly popular well-known Indian person, you know.  You began to realise that the are other people, there are other cultures, there are other standards, there are other problems that people face.  But you were able to relate on an academic and social basis, you know, at the colleges you attended.  And I think, in that way, my perspective sort of widened.  


Also the second thing I must bring into the picture was that it was the Harold Wilson Labour Government at that time.  And the correlation’s between the Tory Party and Labour Party you know, what when on.  The Tory Party, every time the Tory Party came into power the taxes would go up and all the people on the buses and trains would be talking about it that these Tory’s were always making money and that kind of a thing.  And then of course the voting would come about and then you’d have the Labour party coming into power and they would change everything around.  They would bring down the bus fares, bring down the rail fares and, you know, bring down rent and water and those sort of things that went on.  So there was also that perspectives which opened up.  Which wasn’t the kind of perspective that one could obtain within the South African context. 

VR:
Okay.  So when you came back to South Africa, how did all that influence your politicisation?  You say it was high school and University level.

RP:
I think it led me, well just to sort of go back a little bit.  You see in 1960 in Britain at the time they had what they called National, well they called it the Union of Students, I don’t know if it was an International Union, but there was a union of students, who were very active in a lot of fields.  Like raising money for underdeveloped countries, food, clothing, OXFAM, you know, Bread for the World and organisations like that.  So students used to get involved in those kinds of organisations.  We used to go out in groups and offer assistance like these and you would get some organisations collecting clothing for Kenya, or Uganda or some other place.  And then you would have to go there and sort shoes and put it in boxes and that kind of thing.  So, there was that and whoever did that, you know it was open to the public, whoever wanted to do it, could volunteer and give their services and so on, fine, okay. And also they were very outspoken about government policy, the Queen, you know, rising costs of living and things like that.  Which is openly reported in the press, the TV, and so on.  Now you come back home, and the first thing as you get to Johannesburg Airport, and the first thing 
they tell you the moment you get off the plane, “I’m sorry you’re in the wrong queue, Madam, can you just..."  You know that queue is not for you. "That’s whites, this one’s black, will you please join this one."  And I was, well that was the first 
shock. Well I enrolled at a, as I said as a SACHED student, became a secretary to the SRC between 
‘63 and ‘66.  And we decided to organise a funeral 
for Chief Luthuli, who was a Nobel Prize winner. And we all landed up in Groutville and the Swedish TV, the Finnish TV, the BBC TV, and all the reporters from all over the world were milling about. And they had this funeral.  The proceedings were conducted in the vernacular.  But from the tone of the voices, I don’t know any Zulu, you know, at the time.  But from the tone of the vernacular and the kind of mass reaction that was going on it 
was obvious that some very serious things were being said.  What they actually were I didn’t know, but then some hymns and things were sung.  And 
then at that particular funeral somebody came to me and asked me what did I think of the funeral. So I said, “Look, the man you know, everybody 
here is black, white, green and everybody here, and I think he deserves the kind of funeral that he’s 
got.  And I think, you know, it demonstrates what a democratic society would be like". "Oh you think so?"  "Yes."  So that was that.  The following week there’s a knock on my door, and this guy comes in there.  He sits down, my aunt doesn’t know who he is or anything.  We had some tea with some visitors who came, about simultaneously.  And then all the visitors left and this guy is still sitting 
there. So my granny asked you know, “Who are you”?  So he says, “You don’t know who I am but I 
came to see your granddaughter, can I please see her”?  And then he started asking some very awkward questions about my student activity, who I was, what position I held, what was being 
discussed, who were the member’s et cetera.  And then I said, “You know, I don’t have to answer 
these questions.  I want to know exactly who you are?”  He still wasn’t telling me much until one of the neighbours walked in and said, “Look please answer the question.  This chap’s a Captain from 
the Security Branch”.  

VR:
That must have been a shock.

RP:
And it was, well it was a kind of interrogation


that went on from 1963 right until 1979, when I left the country.  I had periodic visits.  Every time I wanted to go to, applied for a passport, "why do you want the passport?"  Come to my place of work.  Ask the manager deliberate things and that kind of thing.   You know, it was just well procedure under those conditions.

VR:
Okay.  In terms of your affiliation with the SRC, this is the SRC at the University of Natal, what else were your activities Rajes at that time?

RP:
Well, that time I was also voluntary activist for


the Natal Indian Congress, which is, because of the clamp- down in the sixties.  And I think even President Mandela admits this in one of his books, specifically the last one, "Long Walk to Freedom" that between - and you know in the sixties the Movement was really in the ruts inside the country.  And the Natal Indian Congress opened its doors to everybody whoever wanted to use its platform, and organised meetings, protest meetings, prayer meetings, all sorts of cultural meetings and so on.  So I was an active volunteer in the Natal Indian Congress.

VR:
Where there any other organisations that you affiliated yourself to?

RP:
Particularly I’d say no, but there were child welfare


organisations.  Ya, I’d say about three or four.

VR:
Okay.  And this went on as you said until 1979.  Did you do any underground work while you were in the country Rajes, before you went back?

RP:
Well it depends on one's interpretation of what was underground, you know.  Everybody, who was thinking coherently and thinking in a progressive fashion, couldn’t do so openly except for very few people who came out of the top.  Who frequently were Prog Party members or figures like Biko, or you know spokesmen who came out at the top, who decided to make a few statements.  And they were probably harassed as well.  Ridiculous proportions of you know, or silencing expressions.   Every time anybody made a statement, or even addressed a meeting, a case in point was somebody like Bill Reddy for example.  He addressed a meeting I think after Biko's death for about forty-five minutes you know just academically stating what democracy should be.  That you - pointing out - that you have to a habeas corpus; you have to have a separation between the executive, legislative and judiciary, and it was more or less an academic paper.  And then of course he touched on the fact that you have to have a vote too, for this whole thing to work.  And he was banned for that for about five or six years you know that kind of thing.  

VR:
Ya, okay.  How did your activism affect your


personal life Rajes?

RP:
My activism was not very favourably received by


some members of my community.  You know, a lot of members said:  "well you know this thing will never stop.  You know it's no use trying to overthrow something.  Just live within it.   Millions live within it.  And why should you arrogate to yourself the purpose of even challenging it?"  It wasn’t that I thought that I was in any way different.  But the images of what was happening outside the borders, what I had tasted in London, what I had seen abroad, and what went as ordinary living in those societies, I couldn’t understand or I refused to accept that it couldn’t be workable here.  

VR:
Right.  Was your family supportive of your activism though, and your friends?

RP:
Well obviously not.  You know the Indians,


particularly in 1960, progressive and educated though some of them were, but, not particularly supportive of political activism because, well the tradition was that if you were an Indian young lady you got married, had children and lived happily ever after, you know, that kind of thing.

VR:
And your goals Rajes, what were they in terms of


your involvement as an activist?

RP:
Well I became very closely associated with people who were banned, people who were arrested.  I worked with the Council of Churches also.  Later, much later in the seventies, but nonetheless figures like Phyllis Naidoo, MD, Cassim Docrat, AKAM Docrat, people who were all banned and silenced by the laws, who were not able to openly express their views or to teach or to publish any articles et cetera, et cetera.  So, of course that had an influence on me because watching how they were being suppressed and so on and arrested and harassed by the police, has its effect on your own sensibility.

VR:
Right.  Now would you say some of these people were your role models?

RP:
Initially yes, I think I admired them for the kind of resistance that they showed towards any harassment or any intimidation.  But then I began to read more widely and thanks to them I was started reading more widely.  I then started studying figures and changes that were taking place in the rest of the world concurrently or that had taken place.  Like for example I think some of the popular figures you know that the youth tried to emulate on the left, more left issues.  The Che Guevara Period, Martin Luther King, there were figures like Fidel Castro, Nicaragua, you know, that those types of situations, students started looking into, and studying and discussing, you know sort of more left-minded students at the time.  And also, ya, I’d say that because there is a lot of it, not a lot, but a select number of people started distributing literature you know clandestinely within the communities.  And if you want to call that the beginnings or ya of underground work, well that was it.

VR:
Okay.  So this went on to throughout the seventies until you left?

RP:
Left, ya.  Well there is one other factor I must


say is that those people, the activists and people of the Treason Trial and so on who had left the country, they were trying to reach inside, but couldn’t, it wasn’t possible with the kind of suppression.  You remember the Suppression of the Communism Act which was somewhat just before 1960, 1958?  And all these people outside went to raise money for scholarships and training and so on for all the people that were inside, who would want those amenities.  But they also, they would try sending in leaflets and propaganda.  You know, I mean I remember receiving something that looked like a Surf, Surf-cover box, but actually you could pull that thing out, and when you pulled out the cover it was actually a record stuck onto the packet and you could play it as a record.  They would put it on the turntable and then there was a whole unfolding of the true facts of the SAPO thing, you know.  Ya, so there was an attempt to try and reach inside the country to portray what the truth was, but it wasn’t altogether well organised.  Partly because the rear bases, if you want to call it that, until 1975, there was no organised cooperation between the states that surrounded South Africa.

VR:
Okay.  During those years, the seventies, what was


most difficult for you in terms of the system, the apartheid system?  For you personally, what was most difficult for you to deal with then, in the seventies?

RP:
I think it was just the knowledge that there would be no complete realisation of whatever avenue I entered into, you know. I mean academically you could go so far, no more.  You got into industry and even there I mean you had to be a "yes man" in order to progress up, you were favourably looked at.  The moment you criticised anything, you know, you got into a problem.  And also the structure of the whole society, I mean it was, if you looked at the military you were not allowed to join the military and expect to become a Lieutenant Colonel or anything like that overnight.  So there was this hierarchy right at the top that seemed to be almost impenetrable.  I think, ya, those, those I think was the hardest conditions to bear, which found expression in the Soweto uprising.

VR:
What kind of work were you doing at this time


Rajes, employment I mean?

RP:
Employment okay, it’s a very good analogy actually because I was third in line of management at a discount store.  And, so a lady walks into the store and she says,  “Can I see the head of the consumer department please”?  So they say,  "Hey Mrs Pillay - I wasn’t married - Miss Pillay, somebody wants to see you downstairs."  So I come downstairs, and then they look at me and they say: “Are you the head”?  So I say, “Yes I’m the head”.  So they say, “ Oh well we don’t want to talk to her do we”?  And then they walk out of the shop.  And the manager comes in and he, I said well, “I’ll try and get you somebody else because now I am an employee I said, I’ll get you the manager”.  So I get hold of the manager, and put the manager with them.  Then properly speaking I should have been promoted to the second line of management.  But the firm decided to have a meeting and they reconstructed the whole hierarchy, not because of me but because there were several of us who had been there about five or six years and deserved to go higher.  But they couldn’t push us any higher because we were not in, there weren’t prepared to challenge the law that far.  So they kept sort of reorganizing the management system so that we were kept in our places all the time.  You know, I think that’s when I realised, you know, it's going to require much more than just good manners to get things done.

VR:
Did you maintain a sense of optimism though, were you able to maintain that, at that time?

RP:
Yes. I think I was.  Ya, a lot of my work in the


South African Council of Churches brought me into direct contact with people who were just released from detention or off the Island.  And you know we used to have long conversations with them about what Robben Island conditions were like.  Why did they go to jail, what did they believe in, so that was a very instructive period for me.  And also at the same time very graphically bringing the contrast of what these people were, you know, in person.  What they carried within them, what they wished to see.  And the conditions that they were placed in, in the society that existed.  They couldn’t find a job, they couldn’t teach, they couldn’t publish.  They were you know restricted to specific areas, specific home and banned on top of it.  Between seven and six you’ve got to be at home, and telephone lines tapped.  I just thought you know, I think any thinking person at that time would have come to the conclusion that this is just not a fair setup at all.

VR:
What did you decide to then Rajes?

RP:
I didn’t decide anything, I just decided I would


sit at home and do whatever I was doing, carry on with some of the, you know,  work that the Indian Congress was carrying out at the time, petitions and protest letters and so on and so on.  Also I participated in some of the Black Consciousness projects.  They had that theatre group that used to promote black cultural plays, music and so on,  which, in an indirect way challenged the status quo, which got quite progressively popular.  But I decided I would remain at home.  Some of my closest friends had already left the country in ’77.  They just disappeared you know. Where they went, and how they went was another story.  But they’d say, "look, I’ll see you" and then the next thing you hear "no, the man is no longer here he is gone.  Or "the woman is no longer here, they’re gone."  They were gone.  But two years later, one of my friends made contact with me from the other side and they wanted certain information, they wanted directories and they wanted maps and monies to be, you know, given or left at certain addresses. And I said "alright I’ll do it."  And that was that.  You know, I mean it seemed innocuous enough.  But it seems as though what I considered innocuous enough was not considered innocuous at all by the authorities that be, and after two years, I was doing this for about two or three years and I kept it strictly to myself.  Nobody in the family knew.  And none of my friends knew.  And two years later I get somebody coming in, a courier coming in with instructions that I should be handing some money to some people, delivering a letter here or a letter there.  The postal stamp, as you will recall, and well I did that.  And a week or so later they’d sent somebody from the other side to say with all the code names and so on and so on exchanged before you have to do this kind of job, a security measure.  Coming in to say "look you have to leave because the last person we sent you is a collaborator with the South African Police."  And that’s how I left.  It wasn’t something that I had planned to do and, you know, focused on, but I knew at some time or another I would have to leave.  And I had taken the necessary precautions to keep my family protected by not telling them anything.

VR:
Okay.  So this was in 1979, and you left because you had to leave?

RP:
I had to leave.  And I left under the instructions of the ANC. 

VR:
If you didn’t leave, what would the consequences have been?

RP:
The consequence would have been that I would have had to reveal the name of who I was in touch with on the other side.  And the economic setting in 1979 is that this person living here, one of the forward areas that is completely and totally dependent on the South African economy.  Which also has its implications for the Security apparatus that operated between the two.  And I would have been forced to reveal the name, reveal, you know, places that they asked me to go and leave monies at or whatever.  And then implicate a whole lot of other people, which I was not prepared to do because I think ultimately, you know, when you believe in a certain path of activity to achieve a certain gain, and to go against that and break in detention.  I think it not only reflects the brutality of the system, but is also the ultimate degradation of the person concerned. 

VR:
Okay.  So you had no choice, you had to go into


exile.  How did this happen Rajes?

RP:
They sent someone from the other side to take me


out to [unclear].

VR:
To fetch you.  And where did you go?

RP:
Well that’s how it turned out to be another story because it wasn’t, that wasn’t very well-planned, wasn’t well-oiled. It was nothing like the American films you see, you know, with the limousine here and all that kind of a thing.  As it turned out, we had to bribe a furniture lorry fellow who was commuting between I think Piet Retief and Durban, to pay him R600 and say: "look, just drop us at Piet Retief."  And so, you know, as we were leaving this little community cluster that we were, humped ourselves into, there everybody says, you know, “ good-luck, we hope you guys make it.  Here is a mattress you know and here’s a pillow and here’s a blanket, here’s some money in case you need food.”  And that was it.  It was a furniture lorry.

VR:
So people in that area were accustomed to doing


this kind of thing?

RP:
No, it wasn’t organised but they knew what was


going on.  And actually you know, some of the border areas were very interesting places to look at because people break the law there.  I mean you know, some people living on the other side of the border want to buy a pair of shoes on the South African side.  You know, they are not going to go the NdabazaBantu and go and apply for a permit and have their photo’s taken and all those little things.  To hell with it you know, they have got their shopping baskets.  They just move across the border, buy what they want to and they walk across and that’s it.  You know there is that kind of culture.  But it depends because in, if the South Africans want to you know clamp-down on power then the police say look here we’ve got to carry out this, these orders and you people can’t cross you know, unless you have papers and so.  So it sort of varies, you know, between the lackadaisical time you know, ya.

VR:
Which country did you go to Rajes?

RP:
I went into Swaziland and I wanted to stay in


Swaziland because firstly, I had an elderly mother and I thought it would also give me access to my own family, you know.  Put me, leave me in a closer position.  There were other cadres from some of the stories that I’ve heard who’ve been completely cut off.  Sent as far back as Zambia and Tanzania and so on.  Had a wife somewhere in Johannesburg or Cape Town or East London, hadn’t seen them for thirty years, forty years, fifty years.  And I was very anxious that I shouldn’t be placed in that position I wanted to be near South Africa, because I wanted to be in touch with my family.

VR:
On the question of your family, before you left, did you tell them you were leaving, you were going into exile?

RP:
I indicated it in a indirect way, you know.  Because I couldn’t tell them directly, but I said "at one time or another I may have to leave."

VR:
Okay.  When you got to Swaziland, what happened to you there?

RP:
Ya, when I got to Swaziland, first of all there


was, the head of the refugee programme there was a very kind man called Doctor Ambrose Zwane.   Doctor Zwane was a Roman Catholic Priest.  A short little man, very unofficious, very humble, very cheerful, full of charisma.  And he was appointed to look after all the refugees who were flowing out of South Africa, and so on.  He was the chair of the refugee committee that had been formed, in conjunction with the United Nations.  So, the first thing when I landed there, some of the local people said "go and see the Bishop, he will help you out."  So when I went to him, he outlined "look here you are a illegal immigrant, you have to go to the police."  et cetera, et cetera.  So we, I had to go and report my presence at the police station.  You have to make a statement at the police station to say why you left the country.  That report is filed with the Swaziland Police, one copy, and the other copy to the United Nations.  Ya, so, I made my statement. And they said "we’ll let you know."  And then he said, “Look, you’re an Indian woman”.  And I said, “Yes”.  So he said,  “You can’t go and stay with any of our people, because you look different and you know your culture is different, you just wont mix so.  There’s a mission station with two Indian boys living there also.  They also came out as refugees, ask them for a place and see if you can stay there”.  So I landed up with them.

VR:
And who were these two refugees?

RP:
These two refugees had left before in 1977.  They disappeared from the Durban area also.  They seemed to have left more or less at the same time that there was this exodus from here with other political activists ya.

VR:
Post ’76.  Okay.  How did you feel, Rajes, at this 
time?

RP:
Well I felt very grateful I had a bed.  I’m very thankful that I had a roof.  Very thankful that I 
had some food to eat and things.  And I started taking over the domestic work, you 
know. Like 
cleaning and washing and cooking and so on,  obvious that either I’d have to go on my own or 
stay with them.  And I think like the people 
who 
were within the ANC structures, 
they were 
informed that I was there.  And I think their advice was "try and give her some protection and accommodation" and so on.  But gradually we began to depend more and more on the structures of the ANC to give 
us protection and accommodation 
and so on.  And in a way we became close, closely 
knit with the activities that was going on in 
Swaziland at that time.  My first job in Swaziland 
was as a Refugee Counsellor.  The very first day  at 
work there was one huge bang.  So I said, ”Oh, somebody is in the stone quarry.” and he said, “No 
there is no stone quarry here”.  So I said, “Where did the bang come from”?  
He says, “No that is one 
of the houses in a place called Two Sticks, where all the refugees stay,  and that has just been 
bombed. It’s your job, you better go and see what’s happening there”.  That was the beginning of it. Gradually, you know, there was sort of sporadic bombings all over the place, refugees used to come flooding into the office to seek relief and so on.

VR:
So you had to help them in a situation where


bombings had taken place.  You did some relief


work?

RP:
I arranged for funerals, births, scholarships and the United Nations people were quite aware, I mean they had been in this thing for years and years.  They were quite aware that a number of refugees might want to go from here to Tanzania rather than stay you know so, try and arrange travel for them to leave Swaziland and go to some other place if they want to via the United Nations and so forth.

VR:
How did these incidents, for instance the bombings and when people died, how did that make you feel about your own sense of security, was there fear.  What was your life like?

RP:
Well, the first thing is that you know that that 
incident, Two Sticks as it were, I went there and 
there were these two homes 
that were just razed 
to the ground,  and one of the ANC refugees was 
sitting there and he was looking at a small piece of 
cloth.  And he was saying, “You know, this is my 
daughter's.  They actually bombed the wrong house. 
So they bombed a Swazi house by mistake.  So he’s 
taking a little bit  of cloth, and he says, "This 
was 
my daughter’s dress."  And  there is nothing 
left 
of his daughter. I think that made me  very 
indignant, that made me very indignant.  And in 
another way you become more and more determined 
to put an end to 
that kind of system.  

VR:
Tell me about the people, the community that you


lived in?

RP:
The community that I lived in was mainly Christian.  They were Roman Catholics, teachers, some of them, nurses, some of them and some, there were sort of various clusters of the community you know.  Like around the university you would get lecturers, round a little school, you would get teachers, round the hospital, you would get like nurses and so on and so forth.  And then in some farm or rural areas you would get people who owned land, and two or three cows on the land, who were busy selling the milk or had some home industry like knitting, or sewing or something like that going on.

VR:
Can we pause for a moment, please Rajes?  Thank you.  [END TAPE 1A]

[RESUMPTION ON TAPE 1B] 



We are back talking to Rajes.  Rajes you were talking about the community that you were living in.  Were they friendly, helpful?

RP:
Very friendly, very helpful.  I mean they did


contrast with the kind of divisions that one came from.  For example just a simple example when we landed, when I rather landed there, there were some women who had a women’s organisation going and they said, “Look your cooking will obviously be affected.  We know you eat curry and use chillies and so on.  Have you ever made a dish of putu?"  And I said, “No”.  And then I was invited to lunch at the Bishop’s place and he also re-confirmed that you know you had to adapt in certain ways.  And he showed me how putu was made, was served.  And he took a piece of meat, put salt over it, put, poured some oil over it and roasted it on a stove.  And then we had plates on either side and he said, “Shall we eat?"  And then we had lunch together, and that was my first lunch.  And you know there was always, every time we ran into a difficulty we couldn’t handle, we would make friends and go and ask them how to overcome the problem and they would tell us where to go or what to do.  Say after a couple of years I don’t know if the scientific term is inculturation or acculturation, but we sort of seeped into the community and we were accepted, you know.  

VR:
You became integrated?

RP:
Ya.

VR:
Okay.  Was this approved by the ANC, did they


approve of this?

RP:
Ya, well, I think their whole policy and outlook was you know directly against separation of any kind.  So the mixing and also I mean the other older ANC people who were part of the community there, had seeped into the community themselves.  There is one condition attached to refugees, although we’ve been integrated in a job situation, some friend will help you find a job here or a job there.  Despite all of that there was one condition that the most of the front-line countries held, with reference to refugee policy, and that was: that for however many years you lived in the country you could never become a National.  You could marry a National, you could have children from a Swazi woman, or a Lesotho or whatever, but I’m speaking specifically of Swaziland.  You could have children from a Swazi woman or whatever, that did not automatically make you a Swazi.  She retained her citizenship, but you could never become a Swazi, you were a refugee and that was your refugee status.  Now it had implications also for the kind of programmes that the United Nations was running at the time, they tried to give you know self-help programmes, like maybe you can start a little chicken centre or a egg-producing centre.  They were trying to encourage that kind of project amongst the refugees so that they don’t have to keep running for, to aid, for aid to the United Nations Offices.  So, ya, but I think that most of the refugees, who had lived there long enough, weren’t completely in favour of those projects.  Some of them did apply for it, and some of them went as a sort of stopgap measure.  But the ultimate end of that particular policy was that if for some reason you had to be PI’d, which is the shortened form for Prohibited Immigrant. It means the government can have the ability to pass laws or in terms of the law that already existed, had the authority to say "leave the country."  So if you started this project and assuming that you wanted a vegetable patch and then a little bit of a farm and so on and so on, in the old end it accrued to the Swaziland Government and did not accrue to you.  So those were like pitfalls, that the refugee faced.

VR:
Okay.  Who were you working for at this stage?  How did you earn your keep - in any way?

RP:
Well as I said I did all the domestic chores to


earn my keep.  I was working with the United Nations and it was approved by the ANC structures, as well.  In fact after I found the job they came round to say, you know I should retain the job as far as possible, it would be very difficult for them to place me within the ANC structures in Swaziland itself.  

VR:
Rajes, did you at any stage think of becoming


involved in the armed struggle, to take up arms?

RP:
Ya, I think you know I’d been there two years


already.  There were kidnappings, there were bombings, there was shootings of friends, of other refugees, all in you know pretty much in a helpless situation.  And also the fact that conditions within the country were becoming well, harsher and harsher.  And ultimately you land up with the conviction.  You know when you're faced with a scenario where you can’t sleep in your own house, you’re renting the house, but you sleeping in everybody else’s house, because you don’t know whether the place is going to be bombed.  Of course your resistance goes up and you feel, well you know. If, let’s say, you’re faced with the time where you have to be part of an armed resistance as it were, then of course you are prepared to do it.  I mean it’s not very easy living under the situation where you know you wake up on a Monday you’re alive and on a Tuesday you don’t know where your partner is, or where everybody else is.  You run around looking for them and then find them, or you are on the third day, all three of you can’t sleep in the same place and so on.  You know because there is a constant fear of being captured or being shot or being bombed.  And they, from some of the mistakes that the SADF did make, like bombing the wrong house in Two Sticks, for example. It wasn’t very easy being an ANC activist in the, in that situation because there wasn’t an emphasis in the kind of attacks to be very accurate as long as they got some buddy who was ANC or somebody that was ANC.  That was it, you know.

VR:
So this was a frightening time, Rajes?

RP:
Ya, it was pretty tense.  But in fact, I think the tension got higher and higher as the years progressed and as - for some reason they always correlated the fact that anything that happened inside the country necessarily had to have its origins from the outside you know.  It just as if people inside the country couldn’t organise a resistance arising out of their specific conditions.  So, it was that kind of assumption that always drew reactions on the outside, you know, that expressed itself in some kind of action on the outside, or if something on the outside happens, they’d try and link it up with somebody or something on the inside.

VR:
Okay, Rajes, did you undergo any training in the


use of arms?

RP:
Anybody, the ANC policy was that anybody who came out asking for armed training would be given the training.  Frequently depending on the situation if you were a member of the Regular Army then you were trained in using some revolver up to - what was it called? these Repeater canons, you know.  But, the army training did not necessarily consist of mere formal arms training alone.  A military training had two streams, one was a political stream and the other was a military stream.  And the ANC policy from the formation of the Youth League emphasised the primacy of political leadership.  Which may or may not involve the use of arms this round.  Am I clear?

VR:
Yes, you are, you are.  So did you in fact become a cadre Rajes?

RP:
Yes, I am.

VR:
Yes, you are.  You are a soldier today?

RP:
Ya.  Very few want to call somebody you know who I joined the political wing so.

VR:
Now, you by this time you were how many years in 
exile?

RP:
Well all in all there was about ten.  I stayed in Swaziland twelve years all in all.

VR:
At which stage were the bombings the worst Rajes, in Swaziland?

RP:
I think in, you see in 1982/3 thereabouts, the resistance in the country, you had the formation 
of the UDF and all sorts of things going on 
inside the UDF.   And like I said they always felt that people on the outside were busy instigating this in one way or another.  And the Swazi Government clamped-down on the ANC refugees.  Almost simultaneously, the Nkomati Accord was signed between South Africa and Mozambique,  which was the bargaining tool, although it was never 
openly stated, Machel was alive at that time.  The 
bargaining tool was:  "look we’re all going down; and we’re being bombed; and the trade relations were bad; and so on and so forth.  And each 
country then started withdrawing from, instead of 
having a cooperative relationship, each country then started pulling in to try and save their own 
territory and their own people and so on.  And 
things got 
very bad in ’84 and ’85. But in ’83 thereabouts the whole community of ANC people who were in Swaziland, some of them twenty years some of them twenty-five, thirty, thirty-five 
years. Some of them children, grandchildren, but as I 
said that refugee clause you know was 
applied, and then they 
had to all leave en block.  
And the United Nations gave them tickets to go to 
either Zambia if they wished or to Tanzania. 
Well from Zambia where the headquarters was they 
would be deployed.  Several of them died in 
Tanzania as well.  After that ’85 some of the younger cadres, we used to call them the Young Lions in the Movement, decided no, they’d stay. 
They 
said, “alright all you people are you know are obviously known and so on, you people go on.  
We’re not going to retract till we get home.”  Right, that resulted in the assassination of people who decided to stay, there were names like Shadrack Maphumulo there was also one of our commanders called Paul Dikeleli, and there was a national executive member who was travelling with him on a plane from Zambia to Swaziland. And they’d hardly stepped out of the airport precinct when they were shot down.  So things were pretty bad ya. Or it was very, very bad.  And the willy-nilly the cadres you know you were being kidnapped, some of them thrown this side, some of them thrown that side, and that kind of mayhem. But by that time we had been told by the ANC we should get out.  Because we are sticking out like 
sore thumbs anyway, we may as well get out.

VR:
What year was this Rajes?

RP:
In 1985.

VR:
Right, okay.  Up to that point did you have any


contact with your family back home?

RP:
Well frequently when things got bad at, on that


side, we just broke contact.  Because for one thing it was safe, and for the other reason it was also pragmatic.  If the security people went to harass the family, they wouldn’t really know anything anyway.

VR:
Did anyone from home come to visit you?

RP:
Ya, we, I had three visits from my mother.  And we advised her to tell the authorities here that I am available in Swaziland.  And that I am a member of the ANC and she wants to see me.  But we never ever took them home we always housed them in a hotel.  And they never knew more than what the hotel was, for the rest it was like a tourist trip you know.

VR:
So their visits, your Mum’s visit to you, could you move around freely with her during her stay in Swaziland?

RP:
Ordinarily ya, I used to take her to the cinema,


take her shopping and so on.  I introduced her as my mother and so on.  So that the community knew, but you know it wasn’t something out of the way or extraordinary.  I mean everybody else had their families and uncles and auntie’s and so on coming to visit.  But for those who were deployed within the ranks, the instruction was that we shouldn’t mix them up with any of the other cadres that we may be working with and so on.   Because if the police came to visit them at home, then they’d say oh ya, you know there was this man or that man you know that kind of information we cut out.

VR:
On a deeper or personal level for you, what did


your Mum’s visits do for you?

RP:
Was a little painful in the fact that it was so


short and the uncertainty of knowing exactly you know when we would meet again.  But in other ways it was very warm, reassuring and uplifting you know. And also it made me feel proud to know that my Mum could go that far you know.  There is some families in the ANC mean their children leave, join the ANC, and then they say "look we don’t have anything to do with you because you know, just go and that kind of thing."  But my mum was prepared to stretch that extra mile.

VR:
How did she view what you were doing in Swaziland Rajes, in exile?

RP:
You see, I think having being married to my father she had an insight as to exactly what the limitations were so it wasn’t very difficult to make her understand or for her understanding to encompass what the situation was so, ya.

VR:
Tell us what it was like for a woman to be a


refugee in exile. Was it tough?

RP:
It was very tough for women.  Particularly because the army, the ANC army were acting like more out of a sense of protection rather than anything else.  Never ever promoted women to a position where they had to face, well metaphorically speaking the fire you know on their own.  That was, that was men's preserve.  I think they tried once or twice with women and it didn’t work out.  Women were mainly used as couriers or they were put into the educational field or they had to be in the children’s section, you know, managing crèches, organising children’s schooling, school buses, medical corps that kind of thing.  Very few women were actually promoted to high ranks within the army structures.

VR:
How did the women feel about that?

RP:
Well that was another question, because the women


were given their own organisation, a woman’s organisation within the ranks of the ANC.  So like if you go to, well, ya, like OMA for example, Organisation Moliera of Angola, they have women’s organisation, they deal strictly with women’s affairs.  You know education, children, housing, clothing all that kind of thing.  And similarly we had a organisation of women, women’s organisation that sort of similar sort of thing.  If they had any problems then they had to be submitted to what was called the Regional Political Committee.  And these special people who were appointed to sit in the executive, respected members of the community, would sit on the executive, then whatever your complaints were, were forwarded there.  It would be interpreted within the context and within the policy of the ANC and then you would be given an answer. And you had to apply you had to abide by that.

VR:
On a personal level as a woman, how was it for 
you?

RP:
Well you know they say it somehow the women are the most sensitive points of any organisation they feel, they see, they observe, they live within a particular setup and I think it was pretty hard to maintain one’s equanimity as it were, you know.  Particularly when all other women in the ANC ranks I think those particularly those who in a forward area had a lot of stress and a lot of responsibility they had to bear.  Which I think they carried out very victoriously.  Like well some of the jobs that the women’s organisation was charged with we had to organise funerals.  They get the speakers and frequently the chap was bombed or whatever it was.  They were sent to the place of the bombing, the photographs have to be taken, and the police report has to be filed.  You have to get on your hands and knees pick up all the skin and bones and all that and clean the place up because you’re renting there.  You’ve got to clean it and paint it and all that, you know so those were hardships that the women bore very bravely.  And then of course the men were involved in things they didn’t really know all about. You know suddenly like if you take the Maphumulo assassination for example, his wife was a nurse, and she comes back and she finds her husband shot in the bedroom.  She doesn’t know what he was doing or what he was involved in.  You know that kind of thing.

VR:
At times like this, what did you do to sustain your morale?

RP:
Well, I think, you know, the harder things got, there were a lot of prisoners that have said this, the harder things get the more determined you become.  That it’s not going to carry on, that it's not going to continue.  That was one, at a personal level.  At another level we had a very sensitive charismatic and caring leadership in OR Tambo.  And he, every time there was a bombing or a kidnapping he’d pick it up.  It would be, you know, somehow or another it would find its way onto the radio or some broadcast facility or something, and within hours it would possible for him to start campaigning at a international level.  That one or two members had been killed/shot/this/that, you know.  Be taken up to United Nations forums and so on.  So there was a very close empathy between the leadership and the cadres who were on the ground.  And as I say OR was a very charismatic leader in that regard.

VR:
In terms of your revolutionary philosophy , in the


things you believed , how did you maintain that, Rajes, how did you sustain it, and how did you nurture it and let it grow and so on?

RP:
I think my involvement in the ANC, you know, enhanced and strengthened whatever little I knew.  And the people that I fell under, I mention Chris Hani in particular, he was the political head, would take the problems of the cadres, take the questions of the cadres, bring them out, would consult, have conferences, make decisions. Siphon it back to the cadres you know, so it was a whole educational and widening of one’s perspectives all the time.  You weren’t left to your own devices you were interacting you were part of that you know.  So that your viewpoints ultimately, there was no room for confrontation with whatever policy was being followed because it was sent out to the cadres.  The cadres had to make their comments and contributions and whatever it was, and sent back up, and this thing would go on two or three, and finally the policy would be enunciated in the official organ. 

VR:
Apart from that form of education, if you wanted to study, say some kind of degree,  what was the decision?

RP:
You could do, they had an education department.  You went in there and put in an application what you wanted to study how long your current education, encourage that worldwide.

VR:
Okay. Worldwide, which means if you wanted to


travel anywhere - [interruption]

RP:
Let’s say I wanted to go, but they come with this scholarship and you, you want to do something you know.  But a lot of the students, I must say came in for an African study because they were either placed in America and Britain I think, where the 
language is English you see.  In the other countries like you have to learn German or Holland or Dutch you’ve got to learn all that so those there.  Mind you those cadres who was throughout the ages in someway or another may have been in 
Morocco or what’s it Mozambique they were more 
okay with Portuguese and so on so if they wanted to study  they chose countries where Portuguese 
was spoken because they could more easily learn 
the language et cetera. But a lot of the people who 
came to settle for English-speaking countries and 
the facilities were there.

VR:
Did you take advantage of these facilities in terms of studying and so on?

RP:
No, I didn’t want to study at that time.  Because of the experiences that I had witnessed on the 


ground floor as it were, and because of my experience at home.  I decided that this the only way to solve a problem was to give my full attention to the tasks that was required at the time. I remember we came out with a T-shirt slogan saying: "Education after Liberation." 

VR:
So you gave every aspect of your life Rajes to the struggle?

RP:
Let’s put it another way, I shared every aspect of my life.

VR:
Okay.  Now in terms of contact with the rest of the world, did you have newspapers to read?

RP:
Well we, every cadre was told that these are the broadcasting bands for the South African news.  These are the broadcasting bands for BBC news this is the broadcasting band for Voice of America and so on and so forth.  You know those mainly, those were the news items you used to listen to.  And actually when you sort of stuck in it, you sort of begin picking out other troubled spots that are very similar to you.  Your own conditions you know.  And ya.

VR:
So being able to listen to the news and did you


read newspapers?

RP:
Yes.  The local dailies, there were two, there was The Swazi Times and The Swazi Observer.  Both those, both those papers, which weren’t really long or you know the  - it never had if you compare it now to The Times of let’s say Britain, it had a distinct difference you know. There is no long journalistic articles and all that, it’s just straight reporting so either crime or court cases or what’s happening in the country, you know very small.

VR:
How much did you know about what was actually


happening in South Africa?

RP:
Well as I said we made it our business to know, we


used to tune in every time on any band that we could get hold of and we also used to receive because of our nearness to the South African side.  We used to receive newspapers, so, and every type from The Leader to the, you know, The Rand Daily Mail, or Daily News and I don’t know if there were any African language newspapers as such, but I do know that we paid for newspapers that were coming in from there.  There at one time there was a project where we tried to get newspapers going, local newspapers, which became particularly critical after 1985, I think.  Because that is when there was a banning on all sorts of reporting.  We got one copy of the Mail & Guardian where they published it exactly how it had passed the Board of Censors, you know, with the main headline scratched out in black, and this thing arrives on the other side and of course now the political implications of it is clear.  They don’t want the news to come out, so we tried to encourage some kind of publication on the inside, which I don’t know whether it worked or not.

VR:
How aware were you of what was happening on the


ground in South Africa in terms of say the ANC?

RP:
Well the only way we could judge is from a lot of the reporters, who from other countries, came to cover the South African scenario and frequently it would be of mass gatherings. Or it would be like marches on a special day May 1st, 16th of December, Sharpeville Day and so on, they were coming to cover you know.  And they would give us a copy of their videos and so on, and you were able to see from the mass marches you know the banners of the ANC, of COSATU, what’s it SASCO or whatever.  You know that mass feeling or mass support was there, and also you could see by the presence of thousands of these people from all over you know, from the Wabenzis right down to the carthorse that all these people did support a certain policy and ya.

VR:
So how did you feel when you got news like this?

RP:
Very elated.  Very, very elated. 

VR:
Rajes, did you travel at all, outside Swaziland?

RP:
Not very far.   When we were told to leave


Swaziland, I went to Maputo and stayed there a while, for about three or four weeks.  Got travel papers went to Zambia, went to Zimbabwe.  And was sent to Angola.

VR:
Now what did you do in these places, Rajes?

RP:
Well nothing really.  In Maputo there wasn’t very


much because by the time we landed there the Nkomati Accord had already been signed.  And it was only sort of symbolic ANC presence of some diplomatic personnel.  But there was no underlying organisations for education, medicine, training you know whatever.  Ya, in Zambia we asked, I asked for  re-deployment and when they said, I said well wherever they want to send us you know, they should.  And they want, well either that or they weren’t prepared to send us back to the forward areas, and on that they were flat.

VR:
And Swaziland was one of those?

RP:
Ya, Swaziland, Lesotho, Botswana, Angola, 


Mozambique out. You want to go anywhere else, we will send you anywhere else, but you can’t you can’t go back to those areas.  The fear was because people were being captured and tortured and kidnapped and you know under those - I’m not being judgmental here, but we always operated on the basis that if you're caught, you're going to break.  So rather than get into that situation, you know, we trained people. Often if they got into that situation where they were going to be arrested, to try and avoid that whole thing, get out of the country completely.  Because all if you look at it statistically, if you look at the trials from 1961 to 1979, just statistically looking at it, a lot of the captures and a lot of the kidnappings and a lot of information regarding the organisation stemmed from people who had been captured and brought over on this side and tortured.  So we operated on that basis.

VR:
So you were asked to leave Swaziland for your 


personal safety, and you could choose the country you wanted to go to?

RP:
No, you could request, of course a preference, but that was a long process, ya.

VR:
What year are we talking about Rajes?

RP:
1986.

VR:
So things were really bad then?

RP:
Ya, things were really bad.  I think the 


organisation too is reaching a point of a, of a very difficult stage because at that time all the cadres who had been in the front-line had been pushed to the rear.  You had bombings that were taking place right at the headquarters of the ANC, in Zambia itself.  You had people being, you know, subjected to various harassing procedures et cetera.  In the front-line areas you had cadres who attempted to go into those areas and operate, being jailed, either being sent across the border here or be thrown back into Zambia, and that was that.  Then there was the business of all the bombings like the Dulcie September, the London Offices and so on. So it was a time when everything was, you know, looking as though you know, all started crashing down.  That was on the outside.  The only thing we could do from an activist point of view is to intensify the sanctions. So that started as a programme.  So with the intensification of the sanctions, the white government on this side was pushed into a corner, because now they can’t trade with every country.  So every country they went to was saying "listen lift up the colour ban.  Release Mandela." And all that because it’s a whole international [outcry], you know, thing now.  So they were politically, as it were, pushed into a corner.  And in 1986 they sent out a delegation to come and talk to the leadership in the ANC, was first a businessman’s delegation.  There was some talk, I don’t know what was agreed on, or what wasn’t agreed on, but there were talks in the air that there may be possibilities for us to get back and so on.  At first, it wasn’t very well received by any of the active cadres.  But the organisation had to either make a choice of going back to square one you know like 1960/61, starting all over again or had to make a choice of taking the offer and, you know, try and forge a way ahead.  And that’s, that’s how we're all back home now.

VR:
So at that time, there was a possibility that you could possibly come back to South Africa?

RP:
Only after the visits and the initial negotiation idea


was passed.  I mean for me personally. 


VR:
Yes.

RP:
There is also a whole bunch of people who came out because well because the food is better, and because the scholarships are better and so on.  And once the South African said did give them, you know they could come back.  I won’t say a sizeable number, but there were some people who just decided well, we're not going to be stuck here, let’s go back home.  You know I would classify them not belonging to the activist population but to the general refugee population, they were social refugees.

VR:
Okay.  So there was that distinction. 

RP:
There was, ya.

VR:
Okay. What was the state of your health at this 


stage, Rajes?  Where you in good health?

RP:
I think as things got worse and worse, you know, the uncertainty of whether one was going to get back home.  The rigour’s of the - well the organisation's position at the time. And I think also the fall of all our supporting organisations outside, like the ANC office and how structures not the organisation, only the structure, it all began to have a terrible effect on me, and I was very close to a breakdown, very.  In fact I was sent for medical treatment several times. And finally I was sent back home.

VR:
Back home to South Africa?

RP:
Ya.

VR:
Where did you go for treatment, Rajes?

RP:
They sent me to Holland.  And I was supposed to


undergo some psychological treatment et cetera. 


Ya, and it was, it was diagnosed as traumatic 


experiences and then they tried to explain it to me.


And they were saying, you know, it’s like this big


sore in your psyche and you have to spend several


years trying to get better et cetera, et cetera. But,


ya, and the organisation finally said, well you know


it seems as though it's only when you have returned


home to your family and so on there that you will be able to recover, ya.  Ya, and that’s about it and I was sent back home and put under treatment here at home.  In the meantime things were getting pretty tough on the outside and certain plans were made from what I read here, there was the Vula Trial.  Then we went to bang! somersaulted from the Vula Trial right into CODESA and, you know, things were beginning to open up.

VR:
Rajes, at this stage, before you came back home , 


were your expectations as a freedom fighter


achieved?  For you on a personal level?  You know,


 being in exile and the choices you made?

RP:
Ya, I wouldn’t like to be considered as a - well as a freedom fighter.  I just regard myself as an activist who articulated and was prepared to fight for what should be rightfully be mine.  And being mine also be to others you know who were placed in a similar situation.  I don’t regard myself as a Joan of Arc or anything like that.

VR:
During this time when you were, had gone for


medical treatment and so on, did you maintain a sense of hope and optimism?

RP:
I think that was the other thing, you know, that 
exacerbated the question, is the fact that I might 
never ever see my family again.  

VR:
That was a major consideration for you?

RP:
Ya, it was, it was.  In fact it was a major consideration for most of us who were in the front areas.  You know we would constantly have this nagging fear, how long are we going to be here you know? I hope the old lady doesn’t die before I get back home and that kind of thing.

VR:
And you came back home in what year Rajes?

RP:
1990, just before the CODESA talks and - ya.

VR:
Tell us about that.

RP:
Well I could only tell you what was in the papers.  The CODESA talks were of course initially firstly safety of the return of all the ANC personnel.  That they be granted amnesty.  And basic conditions be met you know so that there could be the safe arrival of people.  And then of course from there they went into joint committees and so on and try to hammer out the nitty-gritty of - well both parties, co-operating to form a new South Africa and so on.  But I must say the other thing that attended the, my return back home is Mandela himself came out to Lusaka and addressed all us.  It was a hell of a rally at the sports stadium, and said, “ Look we’ve reached this stage in the struggle and I think that we are going to open negotiations”.  So, that’s it.

VR:
Can we pause for a moment please.  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF
RESUMPTION ON TAPE 2A
VR:
Did you ever feel at any stage when you were going to return to South Africa that you might be arrested?

RP:
Yes, I was very scared.  I came, returned home with my brother and my mother-in-law and we landed at Jan Smuts Airport.  And at the back of my mind was very long ago when I was told "get into this queue" when I still very young.  But this stage a little more serious and I looked around and I was expecting somebody to come up and say, "Right, Mrs Pillay we have a warrant of arrest et cetera."  There was a guy at the airport who looked well I don’t know whether he was, but he sort of you know had that "branchy" kind of look on him and he stepped forward.  I mean when he saw my brother and my mother-in-law, he stepped back.  And, well, I was too scared to even go to the desk and present my papers, which is an emergency travel document for medical purposes.  My brother just went straight up to the desk, gave it to them, got on the flight back to Durban, ya.  I was scared, but I think that above everything else you know despite all the shootings and bombings and all that, I mean that was one of the most scariest experiences for me.

VR:
What do you think that man wanted with you?

RP:
You see there had been other cases of ANC cadres who were sent to South Africa for medical treatment.  And some of them when they stepped off the plane in Johannesburg they were arrested and detained.  And that was at the back of my mind.

VR:
Did you want to come home, Rajes?

RP:
Yes, I did want to come home, but not as a sick person.  I, at the back of the mind is always pictures of 1979 when  Zimbabwe got its independence.  And all the activists and freedom fighters were all sitting at the back of the truck ,you know, in their uniforms and there were very huge placards at the bottom saying:  



"Zimbabwe gains Independence."

VR:
What was it like when you came home Rajes, how did you feel?

RP:
It took me a long time to adapt, because obviously the kinds of things that I was carrying within my mind and the kind of concerns is not the everyday concerns of the every day person, you know people.  It was good seeing my friends that I hadn’t seen for years and they had their own lives and so on.  They were very generous in there response to me.  Community in Reservoir Hills organised a welcome home sort of thing.  And my friends said: "come and have lunch. Come and have dinner. Come and this, and come and that, it was very warm.  But there is always the reservation that their experiences were a little different.

VR:
From yours.  Were you in medical care now, when you came back?

RP:
Ya, I was hospitalised about three times for trauma and I think I am only pulling out of it now more or less.  Having one of the things that helps is and I found this with other women also, Phyllis, for example you know, she said "look, just write it all down, write it all down."  And I think she got busy on that.  But then also you find that you get cut off, you know, in a way from the everyday goings on.  I wanted to sit with just get back into the ranks of everyday life you know.  Talk about talk about children, their schooling and so on, in the conditions that are inside the country rather than on the outside so.

VR:
In the what was it eleven years that you had been


gone, twelve?

RP:
Twelve.

VR:
Twelve years that you had been gone, what kind of changes did you find in South Africa?

RP:
Well, a lot of economic changes.  Changes in the 
curricula, 
greater technology, but the cognisance 
of apartheid was still 
there.  You were still 
separated.  Still separate colleges and so on, still 
existed in 1990.  Hadn’t been broken down till 
1994. 

VR:
How did that make you feel?

RP:
By this time, you must understand I wasn’t very well hey, and I never ever gave up thinking that the changes 
would come.  Because the rigorousness of the existence on 
the outside and what cadres underwent on the outside, I 
knew that they won’t be able to break the determination of the organisation to effect the changes that should come about.  Inside the country for those that had been involved in all the traumas of people having their throats torn up and all that kind of viciousness and with the police harassment also, which hadn’t abated. I was invited to a prayer meeting and the police were running in and out, up and down outside the building, taking photographs of the person who was holding the prayer meeting in a vernacular to on top of it.  You know burning of a fire and incense and all that, they were taking photographs out there.  So I mean your, my immediate assessment that things really hadn’t changed despite the external changes.  And it wasn’t my fault either, they exposed it, by so overtly, you know being so overtly obvious in their reactions.

VR:
How long did it take you to recover and measure of


your emotional and physical well-being, where you could deal, do the things you wanted?

RP:
I think the constant.  I must thank my immediate


family for their constant attention and support and patience for slowly bringing me back to what I am now.

VR:
When did you begin studying Rajes?

RP:
Three years ago.

VR:
What would you say or what would you say was the 
defining moment in your life?

RP:
How as I had done in defining?

VR:
Defining, yes.  One single moment in your life or one single incident or action defined your life for you.

RP:
It would be difficult to define it as one single


point.  But I think the, I would put it down as two most important incidents when I came back home.  Was first to see that my husband or ex-husband, had safely returned home.  And secondly, when I saw the South African flag go down and the ANC flag go up.

VR:
And for South Africa what do you think the defining moments were for South Africa?

RP:
I think the voting well the photographs of voting, the capturing on film.  You know all those people standing from sunset till sundown, you know for the first time in their lives the whole of their lives for generations to be able to take a piece of paper and to say "I vote." I think those are the defining moments for me.

VR:
Looking at the time of CODESA and so on, what do you think it was that brought the Nationalists and De Klerk to  the table to negotiate a settlement?

RP:
Well as I said it was the pressure of the


international community and coupled with the economic weakening of the South African structure, that really made them you know, that split the Afrikaner rank from the verligtes you know from the verkramptes to the verligtes and to the even more modern sort of thinking Afrikaner.  

VR:
And your hopes for this country at that time what


were they in 1990?

RP:
1990, well at that time I wanted, I don’t think of change much since then, wanted everybody to go to school together, wanted them to share the same amenities, share the same hardships of costs of living and so on and so on.  Provide housing, food, education, all in fact, try and fulfill all - if almost all if not feasible within the next twenty years, all the clauses of the Freedom Charter.  I think if that can be achieved, then it would be very difficult to kill off the ANC.

VR:
How much of that do you think has been realised?

RP:
I think a lot of it has been done.  Where as the


schools are being opened, the hospitals are open, but in terms of the, if you look at the proportion of the people who need it and the proportion of what is being supplied or what is possible, there are shortfalls.  But then we’ve only got independence ten what seven, eight years.

VR:
What do think are the major challenges facing the government now Rajes?

RP:
I think before the one looks at South Africa as a specific point, I think the major challenge of every independent country in Africa, has been the economy you see.  And a lot of them have been writing recently also.  There was, the one of the most neglected areas of African politics is the resuscitation of a strong economic policy, which would allow an equal balance in world forums you know.  And goes back even to pre-Kenyan independence, this thing has been like an attendant problem since the first countries became independent.  Their economies have never been able to sustain the impact of competition with a larger country you know.  And I think it's something that needs to be taken into account very seriously, because if you say that you are an independent country you must have two corolaries that must go with that independence in order to ensure power. (1) stable economy; (2) you must have control over the military.

VR:
Do you think the ANC government is doing that? 


Right let's talk about the economy.

RP:
Well, I think they’re trying you know, but the,


it’s no longer a question of import/export you know.  There are other measures that start impacting.  Look at oil prices, hey?  And then I mean if you have got your currency, pitted against let’s say the dollar you know.  You have transnationals and all of that that is operating at a supra sort of level and you, these are all forces that are having effect on your particular economy and you have got to juggle with all this.  And on top of it you’ve got like a majority of people who are entering universities and schools, some of them for the first time in their lives.  Their previous education has been in the Bantu languages, the subjects have been what, farming and, you know, which is okay.  I mean it has its uses, but with the new challenges that are coming up in the, as they call it, the information and technological age, you’ve got quite a challenge.   You have to get your resources going, as it were, or you have to start forming economic blocks to counter that.

VR:
In terms of the military, Rajes, do you think 
everything is under control in terms of the 
government?

RP:
Well I haven’t heard anything or seen anything to the contrary.  I have seen a few conjectures, you know, about fractiousness within certain leaderships and so on.  But you know for a generation that has undergone separation, there is always, I suppose you will find now, I have been here twenty twenty-five years and you have only just come in and that kind of thing.  But it has to work, it’s got to be welded together, in one way or another.  And its ultimate result should be in the interests of the population that falls under that segment, like I mean you know the military is now no longer, the freedom song is long gone now.  The military is there to protect the interests of the country to ensure the safety and security of all its citizens and to you know counter any attacks from the outside.  And both black, white, blue and green it is their business to it as one welded force now, because you are all South African.

VR:
As someone, who came from the military, did you 
consider joining the SANDF? 

RP:
No, I did not because of health reasons.

VR:
Okay.  Rajes, I just want to move onto the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Did you give testimony at the TRC?

RP:
No.

VR:
Why not Rajes, was there a reason?

RP:
Partly because I didn’t consider my own experience to be so traumatic as some of the other people.  I mean I, when I came back home I still had a brother, I still had my mother-in-law, I still had my husband.  But there were other people whose families had been killed.  There were other cadres who had been shot.  Even more cadres, wives who were left behind, and their homes ransacked, set on fire et cetera, what not.  I didn’t fall into that category, and I didn’t think it was very honest of me to go and you know testify , if anything I was prepared to work for them, but not testify.

VR:
Did you support the mandate of TRC, its work?

RP:
Ya, I think it was an honest attempt to try and get both forces in the context in which it started.  It was started in more or less I think CODESA had just come to an end, or was drawing to a close.  And then the TRC came up.  You know in an attempt to try and you know unite the two forces and so on.  People were, some people were saying they are very sorry and so on, they didn’t know it would have this effect. And on the other side, some people also said they're sorry. Attempt to bring the two opposing forces together you know and to try and get it to work, ya.

VR:
What do you think the impact of the TRC has been on our history?

RP:
Well from a very, you see, as South Africans the


whole dividing factor has been one of colour.  I am not going to go into a whole lecture now about what separation does et cetera, et cetera.  But I think when you talk of a nationhood you talk about people who are prepared to give their all to the progress of a certain economy and a certain geographical unit to which they belong.  And therefore all South Africans whether they’re white, black or blue should have imbued in them that kind of nationalism that seeks to promote the interests of their country.  Not to the exclusion of all else, because you working within a context, but to the exclusion certainly of you know differences and petty squabbling and so on and so forth.  I think the unity of the forces that are inside the country to achieve progressive aims should become firmer. It should be welded into one so that ultimately wherever you go you can produce a passport or you can produce a paper, whether you are black or blue or green to say I’m South African.  I mean how do the Canadians do it?  And how do the Mexicans, living in America or whatever, do it?  Now how do people, other people living in the rest of the world, are they, you know, are they discriminated against because they are expatriates or once they apply for citizenship do they fall under the same laws that apply to the indigenous people of the country?

VR:
So would you say the TRC has had a positive impact on our country?

RP:
I think a lot of people have been interested in the TRC, but there has also been some criticisms on the TV saying that the you know that the findings of the TRC for some reason or another was not so much publicised as it should be.  And it stopped there.

VR:
What about the question of reparations Rajes?

RP:
Well a lot of people applied for reparations it was very carefully checked.  You know a lot, and a lot of work went into it.  Some of the people could be traced, some of them couldn’t be traced.  Very difficult. How do you know monitory reparation might be something that has, yes, that should accrue to someone who’s near and dear to you being killed.  But it never replaces the absence of that person.  You know I mean it’s a very intense close relationship, like for example if somebody gets shot tomorrow, right for my dead body you’ll get R5 000, does it replace me?  No.  Ya, I mean when, I suppose in war terms you talk about reparations yes, it means money, it means damage.  But in terms of human loss and human misery and suffering does it replace that?  No I don’t think so.

VR:
How do feel about the view that the government’s


been back-pedalling on the issue of actual reparations, the money?

RP:
Well I haven’t heard it, but I am not au fait with


that one.

VR:
Okay.  Rajes I think in conclusion now, looking


back on your life and the years in exile, how do feel about that now?

RP:
Well let’s put it this way: I feel older, I feel wiser and I feel excited that I could be starting a new life with all the youngsters of the country.

VR:
Do you wish you had stayed in South Africa Rajes and not gone into exile?

RP:
It would have been my preference but under the 
conditions that obtained in 1977/78/79 and wanting 
to be active in a certain sphere, it was out of the 
question, so the reality was that I had no choice.

VR:
In retrospect would you have made any changes, in


your life changed anything that you have done?

RP:
No.

VR:
Thank you Rajes.
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