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DS:	Good morning and welcome.   Today we are interviewing Helene Passtoors.   My name is [name-unclear] Shongwe from the Documentation Centre.   Thank you very much for your time to allow us to talk to you on our project called "Voices of Resistance."   Helene, would you please tell us a little bit about yourself - where and when you were born?

HP:	I was actually born in Holland just north of the Belgian border from a mixed Belgian-Dutch family in 1942, which was during the war, during the German occupation in that area. The 9th of August would become a very important date later.  Yes, I was brought up actually by [unclear] and partly French-speaking Dutch-speaking families, a bit international already.

DS:	Okay.  So when did you go to school?

HP:	I went to school there.   

DS:	You went to school there. Do you still remember the  year?

HP:	‘49 I suppose to ’54 and then I went to boarding school, at a nun’s boarding school in a different part.   And I got my Matric in ’61.

DS:	Okay.  So how many - did you have sisters and brothers in your family?

HP:	Yes, I've got one sister.   I'm the oldest one.  There is a brother after me then a sister, the three of us.

DS:	So after your Matric, where did you go?

HP:	I first started studying Chemistry.

DS:	Chemistry? 

HP:	Yes, at the University of Amsterdam and then for some financial problems I couldn't go on.  Then I went into research training of Shell Company, also in Amsterdam. Then I finished that and I thought people were very boring [unclear] sciences and then I went into book import and publishing.  But actually what I wanted to do was always to leave Europe, but I had to wait.   That time you had to wait till you were twenty-one before your parents - unless your parents didn't give permission, you couldn't go.   And finally when I was twenty-one my grandmother, who was a very special person, helped me a bit.   And then I went to - I managed to get the [unclear] in the United States.   So, I went there to the East Coast and then I went to California close to the University of Los Angeles.   I say close to because I was trying to go back to university at the time but I didn't have money for it.  But I was still in those circles of students.  And that was at the moment, you want to know?  But that was at the moment  when the whole Civil Rights Movement started there.  There was tremendous uprising there [unclear] Los Angeles.

DS:	Would you like to expand on that?

HP:	Ja.  I’d like to.

DS:	Thank you.

HP:	That was the beginning in the United States of the anti-Vietnam War and all that and so it was a very, politically speaking, a big eye-opener for me - a big, very important time.

DS:	Okay.  I’d like us to take you back a little.   I want you to tell us about your parents.   Where did they work, what kind of work - bcause as you said you had financial problems so - and also tell us about your grandmother because you said she was a very important person.

HP:	Well, actually yes.  My parents, it's not that they are poor - they are not poor.   They are actually bourgeois liberals - right-wing liberals - a family of lawyers and doctors and so.  That's more my part of the family lawyers and the other part was more doctors.   Very European type of family.   But it's also very much moving bourgeoisie you know.   People who know countries [unclear] and other intellectuals.   My grandmother she was born in 1879 and her father was a doctor and in Antwerpen, Belgium.   And she wanted to study medicine. She was the youngest daughter and she wasn't allowed to because a girl couldn't study medicine and she said oh then at least a nurse, then I’ll see what... No it’s dirty work a girl couldn't do.  So her whole life she was frustrated.   And she was - decided - she only had 2 sons and now I was like her daughter.   And she had decided that we would have our own life in the country. So she is a very important influence for me.  She actually raised me.   My parents were active a bit in their own way during the war but especially - I mean those kinds of families they were often arrested and being, what do you call it, like pawns, what do you call it again, by the Nazi’s. You know, they arrested the sons in the bourgeois families as what you call it, as - ja well.   So he, my father was escaping that all the time for a while and things calmed down.   But he was especially active in kind of church circles after the war.   

DS:	After the war?

HP:	They were re-building communities - the whole centre of our town had been bombed so people, and that was really the poor, poor people, they had been - they had been housed actually behind us in the whole area. And he was an extremist for many years - very, very active.  So, in that sense my granny also.  Why I had financial problems later was actually more of the trouble between my father and my mother.   And as I was a very independent person I said I don't want to go [unclear] I’ll make my own way.   That's it, you see.   They didn’t like that but it's my personality.

DS:	So, during the arrest of your father, the unrest and everything, did that have an impact on you?  Did it affect you?

HP:	When I was small?

DS:	Yes.

HP:	No, that not, but what did affect me funny enough was -I was not even two when our town was liberated and my first memories are of the bombings and the fighting around that time.   In our house and [unclear] I know we slept once in the cellar, things like that, and all of this tremendous noise you know was my very first memory.   So actually more than this, we lived close to the railway line [name-unclear] which was the communication also - that's the one that was bombed by the Allied Forces.   Then again by the German [unclear].   So that’s actually my first memory.   And after the war of course everyone was I suppose - it's happening now in South Africa.   All the people were always talking about the war, what had happened and it shouldn’t happen again. So we were the youth and we were supposed to you know to see everything, to read everything, to have all documentation and stuff about fascism.   So that we would not let it happen again.   Now it did come sometimes to a point, yes.   I was very interested and I did see the document.   Of course, it took us a very long time before the truth came out after the war.   It really took a long time before there was really evidence.   But we followed [unclear], but on the other hand, sometimes we were a bit fed up [unclear] the war you know.   We had different generations and I can hear some of that now all the time in South Africa, [unclear] young people and I think it's healthy. 

SD:	We were in the - we were talking about the United States, the uprising of the anti-Vietnam War, so would you like to expand on that too? 

HP:	Yes.   Well, the Vietnam War was very impressive in fact, or what was happening.    There was this - I said I was among students, and there was this national service lottery.   Well, they call it drafting but it was like a lottery.   And what they actually did was, in the centres where there were  a lot of young people, draftable people, when students were active against the war, or protesting, or there was a thing like a [unclear] club and some more or less left-wing things, not very much, because it was not very long after the McCarthy period, but the moment they showed up there and they were of draftable age, sometimes the next day they were shipped out and really as cannon fodder practically to Vietnam.   So that was the one thing.   The other thing was that at the time I said to [name-unclear] I still believed in information, actually show people what is happening then they - ja, that was my conviction.    And I remember one day the first photographs came out of Vietnam of American troops - that was before my alliance from the first one - American troops attacking, killing civilians right in Vietnam.  The first photographs they were all over the papers and then the reaction of the people in the United States was:  It can't be true, you know, and there were the photographs - they were out.   They said not true, it's not true.   I remember the whole day I listened to a call-in programme over the radio to see the reaction.  Because we knew it of course.  In Europe there was more information than there was in the United States before.  And at a certain moment then someone then discovered that the photographer was a naturalised American citizen and he was originally a German and he still had the right to carry a German passport. And he had actually gone to North Vietnam on this German passport.   So they said - so it can't be true.  This is just a traitor - it's  not a real American.   So there you've  got the picture, the photograph, the proof.

SD:	That the American soldiers ...

HP:	Right. And that they were mistreating people and they still wouldn't believe it.   That was very strong. Then what surprised us, at the same time there was Martin Luther King and this whole [unclear] but it was still pretty much contained. It was the beginning of the big uprising and then one day suddenly it just exploded.   Personally I was following a course of English and American History and Social [unclear] - an evening course and I’d go to my course by car. In that city everyone’s got cars  and suddenly the street’s empty, everything empty, businesses.

SD:	Were closed?

HP:	It was actually at the edge of [unclear] and I hadn't realised it so I was actually in the middle of it and then later also.    And I had some black friends and I've never seen them again.   I don't know what happened to them.

SD:	How old were you by then?

HP:	But I mean I was actually living very close to it. It was spreading, spreading, spreading and the thing that was to me, being a young European girl, so very impressive, was that you know in the city it was like almost cordoned off the area at a certain moment, but then you’d be in [unclear] one of those famous [name-unclear] but the turn-off was towards that area.   And these police cars there - tremendous policemen.  And they were like four in a car with guns sticking out and actually shot at people.   This is something you know, for a European girl you know, at their co-citizens.   I mean, it was not an apartheid thing either.   I mean - it was - they actually go in there to shoot.

SD:	So they were shooting at people of colour?

HP:	Right, but the idea that it was not like containing riots you know or whatever like it’s normally, but they actually went in there with live ammunition and these tremendous guns sticking out of the cars and then sometimes we’ll be at the robot or something and pull up. I’ll always remember that - okay young girls, they started joking with us and so on - they were joking with us and turn there to go and shoot people.

SD:	You were affected by this? 

HP:	Terribly.   It's something I'd never seen, had never even thought it was possible.   Okay you read about it... 

SD:	But you never...

HP:	I was very young, very much a baby in that sense.  So that affected me very much and later of course and also things like okay actually driving through bit by accident all the time because it's spreading. I've seen young chaps really you know active and they were not going to give in.  So this whole civil strife.   The other thing I did there, very young. I remember at the time Kennedy had this new deal - [inaudible-speaker drops her voice frequently].  They had a Peace Corps for the International [unclear] American youth  would get to know international [name-unclear] development, but internally they had a job cause.    Kennedy was killed because he had created that and that was a programme for creating jobs for poor people - upgrading, empowerment and so forth and it did work.   I was a part of that as a volunteer and there I actually came into contact with real poverty in the United States.  Coloured poverty but also some white poverty so it was even more covered up.   And these tremendous differences I mean United States is all we talk about, their way of life so wonderful and the reality. So I think that socially it was not only the violence and these things, but also discovering how a society can be so very, very unequal, which wasn't the case in Europe.  It was more like social security. 

SD:	So in that sense you’d say then America had features of what we’re experiencing here in South Africa where you see highly industrialised [unclear] and okay. 

HP:	That was the first [unclear] and especially as a country like the United States - they're supposed to be the Valhalla of the Western World and so.   You know all these lies, you know there's civilisation [unclear].   Actually I’ll tell you something.   I came back to the United States only once in 1979 for some conference.   And we just happened to be old friends of  those times in the [unclear].    We were scholars and some of them were linguists there and we were sitting in my hotel room and chatting and doing and had the TV on and I switched it off.   I said to [name-unclear] it's the end of a programme -  NBC or whatever one of those big American channels.  And so come this final sequence when the programme closes.   I hear the National Anthem and I look and this was you know the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, you know.   It was a very famous church choir in the United States, the Mormons, and all little boys and girls in white in those priestly dresses like that - very, angels you know, singing the National Anthem. That was cut with a show of bomber aircraft, fighter aircraft and bombers and these kids singing [name-unclear] and I said "my God look at this" and they said "listen, nothing has changed."   We've had the sixties [unclear] and nothing has changed.  And that was for me the image of the United States to see this tremendous hypocrisy [unclear] it's Bush now and at the same time this militaristic thing,  all in that sequence.

SD:	So what was the conference all about?

HP:	That was just the final, the end of the programme, you know. This is like - have the National Anthem and so on and images of the country,it was just how NBC or ABC, I don't remember which, one of the channels ended their programmes at one in the morning.

SD:	You said you were at the United States for - you were attending a conference?

HP:	Yes, I was attending a [unclear] for linguistics  at the university, teaching linguists.    So, it was so many years later, but meeting some of the old crowd because they’d become linguists also at the same time.  And I mean, it hasn’t changed up till now but there I got the image you know of this combination of which later in South Africa also. I mean, the Bible [unclear]  I'm not against religion but don't use it with oppression and militarism at the same time.   You know this combination is very bad.  

SD:	Would you like to tell us your involvement in South Africa?

HP:	Yeah well I should probably tell you but perhaps a bit more briefly.   After the United States I went home directly so I got married there with a Belgian who happened to be [name-unclear] and we went to Congo.   Actually, we stopped over in Belgium for administrative reasons and so on. Well, actually to the campus of the  university in Kinshasa at the time who were actually [unclear] at the time it happened  of the student uprising.  We came right after that.   It was the beginning years of the consolidation of Maputo’s power and finally there I took up my studies again.    And through some - trying different things,  I ended up in linguistics - African linguistics.   But there so we lived for seven years actually under the dictatorship of Maputo.   

SD:	What year was that? 

HP:	The first years - okay my children were born there as well but [unclear] one of the students -  just among students.   Very few whites of course [unclear] in the whole university but I mean [unclear] and there also the university campus is [unclear] It was actually the only place where during the time of Maputo there was resistance against the dictator. Actually, Maputo didn't dare come on campus.    He only come once on the Belgian [unclear] and there I've lived through two  student uprisings.  It was absolutely horrible. I mean you can imagine how it was.   And okay, we were foreign students - there were lots of Nigerian students  at the time.   It was the [unclear] and also Tanzanian students.   I mean, most foreign students were African students.   And the Congo students told us not to go on the march with [unclear] it was foreign, yeah foreign. [name-unclear] that stuff, but we did do some whatever we could in the back [unclear] trying at first things like okay carrying around pamphlets [unclear] getting them off campus basically but then also later [unclear]  things like having to go to South African things. I had to go to the police stations, the hospitals, the morgue and see where people were, what had happened and so on.  I made contact with their families.   There was the second uprising there.  They put all the students in a big army camp, the ones who were still there, in a Baragwanath camp to re-educate them.    And we’d go like the Sunday [unclear] in the bush you know to go and get a letter from their family and food and things like that but you know [unclear]. It wasn't very [unclear] it was black but I mean to me that was on the first time.   I just had to be active all the way up.

SD:	So you had no - did you encounter any problems with the police or what?

HP:	No, actually it was well done.   That's why I learnt to lie you see, to tell stories you know whatever road- blocks [unclear] sometimes with wounded comrades, students in the back [unclear] and then they just didn't dare to [unclear] this white lady [name-unclear]. I had to use also my whiteness, but which okay I don't care this has to [unclear]  one of the resistance [unclear]  I mean seven years in the Congo were extremely important to me.   And then we finally left because - oh yes the other thing we tried,  I was already writing.   I tried to get into the Belgian press.  What was actually happening in Congo.  You know this was the old colony of Belgium.   They had a lot of ties. I mean, they were actually supporting Maputo, the Americans and the Belgians, the French also and they were actually running the country.   You know there was a Government officially, there was a Parliament officially, but there was the Presidency [unclear] I noticed several times.   The whole national budget was managed by the Presidency [unclear] and in the Presidency was almost all foreigners.   You had people - Americans, Belgians.   They had tremendous political and other corruption.   Maputo was an absolute shrewd person and a master in corrupting people.  He had a whole way of doing it you know.  A friend of ours ...

SD:	So basically you were  pushed by the Belgian Government?

HP:	Yes.   Forcing people into his Government and then corrupting them little by little the way they couldn't pull out of the Presidency. She did that easily with people from campus follow them and talk with them some of them to go in exile.   Some others became corrupted. The whole system was so sick.   But then we tried to get it into the press and [unclear] what was really happening, was happening repression-wise, was happening development-wise I mean budgets, and all these things and the whole system.   They wouldn't publish it.   They wouldn't.   They published little bits sometimes that kind of stuff. It was only years later  that some very courageous chap there, an advocate, could finally...[interruption]

SD:	What was it all about?

HP:	There was a blackout complete blackout of the information like in the United States have been on the Vietnam War - I think I told you.   In Congo there was this [unclear] Belgium blackout [unclear].  You couldn't know what was going on because of economic interests and so forth.   Maputo had made all the [unclear] all over the country they were no more rebellious so he could go on producing and having [unclear] and no ways you could get it in the newspaper and there was no censorship officially.   And that's not only my experience - I mean people political scientists [unclear] boycott same way all the time.   It took a long time before.    So, can you imagine this experience of real dictatorship?

SD:	Okay can we cut?   

TAPE SWITCHED OFF

ON RESUMPTION

SD:	Let us continue from where we left off.

HP:	After Congo?  

SD:	Yes. 

HP:	So at the moment we left Congo actually for political reasons because at a certain moment if you're as a foreigner you're in a country where you know all those  things are happening and you can't do anything against it,  not only resist it, but also let it be known outside information-wise.   You know there's a very thin line between being a collaborator and a silent witness and we thought that line had been crossed, so then we left.   Then I got my second degree a few years - in Holland was the only Department in African Linguistics for Belgium and Holland.   And later I started my PhD there and I taught for 3 years there, getting the experience I needed.  And then I went to teach at the University of Mozambique.    

SD:	In Congo, which university were you in?

HP:	It was called then [name-unclear]. It was a daughter university of Belgium.   But in 1971 it was nationalised, so now it was the National University of Zaire and I think now again it's called University of Kinshasa.   It has gone through name changes, but there was only one big university then.   And so then - yes I did research there after 1971 when the University was closed and on the basis of that I did my Master’s Degree after that. I taught and that was it.   From Holland after the degree then that time I was about altogether I think it must have been about a year at the Ivory Coast.   

SD:	So what year was that?

HP:	‘79 I think.  ‘78, ‘79.  ‘80.  That's it.    ‘77 I got my Master’s Degree.   I  started working for them.   So at the Ivory Coast I did linguistic research also.    And then I went to Mozambique to train and research appointment at the  University of Mozambique and we were actually only 2 linguists in all of Mozambique, the African linguists, a Polish chap and myself.   So, apart from the teaching, we set up whole research programmes for the whole country because the Portuguese had done almost nothing.  Very little known Mozambican languages.   And then we were also in things like the National Commission for Literacy, the National Commission for Language Policy, all these things wider than the University.   Anyway, that was when I knew - of course Mozambique  at the time was a socialist country or at least trying to be, but a very bad stage in literacy. The Portuguese left it [name-unclear]  and educational.    So, but that's where I was.   The most important South African that I met almost immediately was actually Ruth First, who was Joe Slovo’s wife.   She was head of the Centre for Mozambican African Studies.   At the university I was just across at the research faculty, but we worked together a lot and she was a bit like a mentor of the researchers in Human Sciences -  a very impressive woman, very, very good.  Okay, there were other South Africans, there was Rob Davis.  They were all at the university and so I knew socially the ANC, at least, oh ja, Albie Sachs   All these people were all at the  university.   So naturally I knew them socially and Joe Slovo with Ruth - her husband.   Then in, that was, I came back in 1981 January. In Mozambique, the day of the funeral for the victims of the [Matola-unclear] attack. It was an attack to South Africans against the ANC and they killed most people. [name-unclear] just symbolic but the day of the funeral the whole town was empty. Everyone had gone to the funeral  of the ANC comrades.  Anyway, but later I got sick actually. I had some health problems  and they sent me to Johannesburg to find out what it was.

SD:	To get treatment? 

HP:	They didn't know what it was. So I stayed about 6 weeks in Johannesburg as an out-patient most of the time and then finally had an operation done.   But that was the very first time that I was in South Africa because of course living in Africa you know a lot about South Africa, there's lots of talk about South Africa but the first time I came to South Africa.   And then actually there was parents of Ruth First and so on who, oh no not parents, an aunt and a cousin of hers who took care of me very nicely so you know.   And then when I came back a bit later the afternoon [unclear] how did I find it, my reaction... and that's why when suddenly one day out of the blue Joe Slovo phoned me said I'd like to talk to you.   He came to our house and he recruited me.   He said at the moment we need people like you.   You've got easy access to South Africa and a visa, foreign passport, white, could go for a tourist you know, and so and I only then realised. I knew Joe Slovo as an ideologist of the movement and so on, an important person you know, I mean a name you  knew.   But I didn't know he was in the armed struggle.   That was when he was still recently in Mozambique and then it turned out he was the big Commander of the armed struggle.   So he actually recruited me for the armed struggle. 

	Then in November 1981, I'm not that sure of the date, that

	Joe Slovo then actually recruited me and said that it was 

	for the armed struggle, which is logical because if you're 

	not born in South Africa, you could hardly do political 

	work. So then I also recruited my then husband, [name-

	unclear] who, and we went out together as a team for the 

	first time over the Christmas holiday in 1981.   You want 

	details of that?

SD:	Yes, yes please.   And also how did you like accept that - when Joe Slovo asked you to become - to train .... [interruption]

HP:	Ja that was actually strange. I suggest he said you don't want to think about it.   I said it won't help to think about it, meaning that you know what it is like if you had my experiences and my convictions.   Apartheid was like even more evil than all the rest, although not the only evil in South Africa.   It was actually something else.   In the time even in Congo we talked about that - the students - was the presence of South Africa, also of the Portuguese colonies of before and Zimbabwe.   As long as that thing could go on, you know, and this western country supporting all these colonial countries and this horrible system of apartheid. You know, the rest of Africa felt like they can never - they could not get ahead - it was always going on.   They were having a blank condoned neo-colonialism -  the whole Western domination over the rest of Africa see,  and it almost like depressed people.   You know it was a break on action against the neo-colonisation that was happening you know.   It's like they say, now there is no alternative also, but it was a bit [unclear] sometimes and then the discussions we had a lot of as students in Congo but it depressed, it made it feel as if there was no other way anyway, whether dictatorship of Maputo, or this neo-colonial [unclear] which empower nations, South Africa doing its thing. Ian Smith also at the time and Namibia as well, but that was really the role of South Africa.   Then in Mozambique of course the civil war had started already I mean, when is Mozambique going to be free?   We were working there, working hard, very hard for everyone to co-operate with Mozambique for the development, also teaching whatever. And South Africans were coming in and destroying that all the time.   So I mean it finally didn't make much sense to go on as long as this country was ruled as it was and they went all over before ot was Portuguese colonies, Ian Smith and maybe [unclear] he was South African and he would - and then later South Africa was just kind of dominating the total strategy, they called it total onslaught, imagine, the whole region.   So I mean the things weren't changing....

SD:	They became worse.

HP:	They were actively then with arms and so on destroying what people were trying to build up.  By the way, Maputo was collaborating with Pretoria as well.   He was a real sell-out.   But anyway.   So, I mean, even in the sense our work in Mozambique we had very limited sense [unclear] at the same time the struggle in South Africa go on.  South Africa wasn't free.   We always talk about these people [unclear].   So, what happened when Joe comes?  Okay it's like you're called to action, you know, a different kind of action. We're trying to do the Mozambican [unclear] but then if it's necessary people like myself created [unclear] I don't know why he picked me out but several [unclear] it must be done, it's urgent, it's priority.

SD:	So, your parents, did they - how did they ....

HP:	My parents, no.   They didn’t know anything, but my children of course - I had four children.   Right, and that's what many people ask me - why didn’t you ask time to think about your children? I said well, my children were born in Africa, you know.   They’d always seen the same thing -  always seen the poverty and stuff.   We always tried to explain to them you know why.  So, I mean, my children were privileged.  I don't say they didn’t suffer, they suffered a hell of a lot, but they were privileged - they could go to schools and so.   I couldn't say for my children I can't do this because there must be 100 percent for my children.   It's only for white children. A father who was still earning well [unclear] of course the risk you think at such a time is not so much a risk you think you won't survive it probably, or not probably, there's a big possibility so you think okay it's not generosity or nothing, it's just being consequent in your thinking.  And if things are - I think the same thing happened to people here.  At a certain moment a situation is such that you realise you've got to act, now we need someone like you.  So I think that’s all that happened.   That's why I couldn't hesitate.   There was nothing to hesitate about. 

DS:	Okay.  Can we pause?  



END OF TAPE 1A

RESUMPTION ON TAPE 1B

DS:  Okay, let's continue.  About the recruitment.   

HP:	Then on top of that the recruitment was for special operations.   It was at the time that Joe Slovo was the Commander - well yes, the Commander, but the real Commander he had the MK High Command and the real Commander of Special Operations was President Oliver Tambo. Special Operations he personally decided about.  Because Special Operations were operating over the whole country.   They had a special unit that did the most spectacular and politically sensitive and so on  attacks and so also potentially most disastrous if something went wrong, if you like.  So it was a very special unit and the other units were like more regional - Transvaal, Natal and so on was a more regional setup, and special forces [unclear] Guerilla Army.   So then they gave us a bit of [unclear]. Joe Slovo, High Command and I found out later, at the time I didn't know, that Oliver Tambo actually was the real Commander and that he got all the reports.   At the time also the deputy of Joe Slovo was a chap called Rashied who’s now Abubaker Ismail who later became the Commander.  Oh, actually, no, no just before they came in there’d been a different Commander who was killed [name-unclear] in the Matola attack.

DS:	When was that?

HP:	At the beginning of 1981. What's his name?  I haven't known him because I came [unclear] he was a very famous Commander and then Joe Slovo took over and then later this Rashied Abubaker Ismail, he was the Commander. I also discovered later because in the beginning you don't know so many things, but the Political Commissar of Special Ops was Chris Hani who was also the Political Commissar of all of MK that doubled for Special Ops.   This was also a very special unit.   So anyway, so then Joe and Rashied and Thabo Mbeki had started training us minimally for security training and counter-surveillance and how to do recognisance.   That training actually went on over years, intensified and was more complete but they started like on the job.   Then in December 1981 we go out for the first time.

DS:	So by this time you said your husband already joined you?

HP:	Yeah, it was [unclear], the one who later - we were still married.   We had a very bad relationship - we actually thought of breaking up but we worked together very well. Actually we got married [unclear].   Before coming to Mozambique  we had a relationship that - Mozambicans didn't like people to just you know and so in other words, I couldn't have joined him there.  So okay, but we were a very good team I think.   So we went to South Africa and the very first operation we had, we had to look at the oil pipeline because South Africa didn't have oil, doesn't have any oil, so we looked at the pipeline from Richards Bay all the way to the Johannesburg area, the pumping stations to prepare a simultaneous attack in several pumping stations.   It was very important because there was an oil boycott and no country was supposed to sell the oil to South Africa.  So, this was the kind of things of international importance.    And the other one parallel to that, we looked at the coal export because South Africa was exporting coal and importing and there was also a United Nation boycott on buying South African coal.

DS:	So you were boycotting United Nations or...?

HP:	Ja, I mean the United Nations had started already with those boycotts so MK now in defining certain targets should take into account these kinds of things, international boycotts asked by the ANC being broken.  So people were selling oil and were buying coal so the first attacks especially were politically very relevant.   So for this coal export thing we went to look at Umfolozi bridge - railway bridge - a huge thing next to the game park, there's a camp around there and then all these pumping stations.   We didn't manage to blow it up, but anyway.

DS:	But that was your mission - to blow...

HP:	Yes and then later then we did the whole reconnaissance. And we also did reconnaissance of places.   You know, the whole organisation of the attack actually, bases where you could hide the weapons and so on and the instructions for the comrades who have become operative to see how they could come [unclear] look at all that.   And so then afterwards, I think the second thing we did was actually bringing in the weapons, explosives for this Umfolozi bridge thing, and it didn't work, it didn't come off.

DS:	Why? 

HP:	Lots of them.   And the pumping stations. Why, I don't remember.   I think they were arrested before they got there with the plan.   I remember well, but there were so many things later.   They came from Lesotho you know the units, the operative units for Special Operations came from farther than Mozambique, Lesotho, Zimbabwe wherever. I think they came from Lesotho.  I remember well and they were probably betrayed by someone - I don't know.   They were caught with the plans.   You know with the sketch and everything so then the thing was not possible. It was a pity we've done a helluva  lot of work.   I think we went back twice if I remember correctly.   It was a very important architectural thing. Not like [unclear] so actually this thing went to Moscow and the engineers looked at it.   Now one of the problems we had was that -  so you know the bridge?

DS:	Umfolozi? 

HP:  Umfolozi bridge next to the park?  It's a huge thing, a real bridge and there's a river underneath of course this bridge.   And we couldn't because of the river take pictures 90 degrees so we had to put certain angles and make a sketch where exactly we were.   And apparently there's been a problem of interpreting that.  They shouldn’t have been [unclear] engineers, these kinds of technical problems.  We did go back I think for that kind of thing but it was difficult work.  And then we did several pumping stations and those were actually blown up later.   Not all of them, also something interfered, but I think two of them were actually blown up.   And there we also we went in once or twice and then for the weapons and stuff and the explosives and that we can't, I mean, you can't put them in all in one go so we had to go several times.   So we followed that up, that first project we followed up till the end but only came out partially. So we went home and every time we were more like training.   Also every time you come back, you know you make your reports and so on.   And they go over you - they went over not only the technical things but also your psychological things like were you scared, were you nervous, what type of [unclear]?  You know all the roadblocks, things, everything you encountered on the trip they wanted in detail.   And then of course it was important to, you know for some effort to correct own mistakes.  For instance, I wasn't scared enough.   

DS:	You were [unclear] basically.

HP:	But if you're not - your adrenaline isn't up enough you see. So you must have a certain level of fear so your adrenaline must go up otherwise you don't react fast enough towards emergency situations, see.   So they were trying to at a certain moment to kind of talk me into getting more fear see, a little bit more [unclear] military thing.   But it was well done and every time you know completely in detail, in detail, in detail and also sometimes you make mistakes like you pick an area to bury the weapons and finally you created great problems getting there for one reason or other [unclear] not necessarily so. In the beginning we did crazy things like [unclear] always got violent or sometimes with weapons normally they were already open... the cars were all - you must know that as you do this.

DS:	We don't explain.

HP:	Oh, you don't.   Well the cars were all fixed up with compartments and so on and we had a [unclear] at a certain moment. It was still a bit bushy operations in the beginning, where we used the side of one of the Kombi cars but that was very improvised stuff.   But usually the cars were fixed up with secret compartments and we also changed them regularly because of security reasons.   So there's a moment that you have to open that thing you know that compartment or those compartments and get stuff out and then only go to where you're going to bury it.  It's not always at the same time.   So this Umfolozi bridge at a certain moment and then we went back for some more explosives, but especially for the AK47’s, the weapons for the self-defence of the comrades, which was always the latest packed you know so that they would get to them immediately.   The moment they opened the - what you call it, the - that little box which is really the arms cache, the moment they opened that, the first thing they found was the weapons.  The AK47’s pistols whatever.   And so they would be immediately in a position to defend themselves.   So we were expecting that second load and tried to put it a bit closer to the bridge so they would immediately be [unclear]  because in KwaZulu it was difficult working.  I mean this was Buthelezi area and it was not easy at all, for us also.

DS:	Would you like to talk about that?   Like any incidents maybe you encountered while ...

HP:	Yes, yes I think perhaps ja.   I mean the whole Bantustan thing it was - was not only for us difficult as whites to go around there, it wasn't really and people, normal people but it was actually - you could feel the war.   There would be no sympathy for ANC actions.   I mean there's no way that, what sometimes happened, if you would get into a tight spot and there would be residents. I think at that time around Ulundi, around that area, it would have been extremely difficult to get out and to have some kind of support for us.   One of the times we were there I think it was also for the weapons.   I think we had put up a tent a bit outside the park you know the game park and our legend you know our lie was that we were actually going to the game park, but we couldn't find the entrance because [unclear] you always had to have that ready you know a story and hope it works.   We put up our tents and so on and we were there for the night.   In the morning, a Sunday morning there was helicopters all over.   What’s happening?   It was a tight moment.   It actually turned out finally we did go to a [unclear] there to see what’s happening.  

	It was actually a visit of one of the ministers of the apartheid ministers to Buthelezi there.   But you were never sure of anything and it's difficult to interpret what was actually going on.   I felt - yes it was a different field.   Although I must say at one of the pumping stations there was no hotel nothing in the area we had to do the night.   It was also difficult if your white area [unclear] for us.  The people weren't so vigilant and so but you  know how it is.   So it was most difficult and actually people, peasants they said no you can put your tins here and so and so.  We go into the night - it was pitch dark.   There was no moon and we approached the pumping station to see the security and so on at night.   You know, people were sleeping and suddenly a big thing in front of us - it was a cow!  [Laughs]

DS:	You were scared.    

HP:	Okay that's a story but I mean it was difficult to work there and politically hard.

DS:	Okay.   

TAPE SWITCHED OFF
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DA:  We are back.

HP:  That's good.   We had a moment to think.   I think at  least in KwaZulu people were more suspicious.   You know, the whites were so sure of themselves that you could do all kinds of crazy things and they'll come, and "can I help you?"  And so on, but not towards I think whites and Africans that weren't known in the area.   What actually happened to us - I was going to tell you.   The second or third time, I don't know when, they came in with a lighter weapons and we wanted to be taken to very close to the bridge so there would be - and the comrades would hold their weapons there.  We actually unloaded them from the compartment somewhere and we only had that little bit to go.   It was a private road [name-unclear] whatever it was. So everything was open and the trunk we had - it was a bakkie at the time.   We had like a trunk.   We normally had our camping gear.   The camping gear was loose and things were lying in there, because we just had small distance.  We go wandering - roadblock right there in the middle of nowhere.   Phew!   That was a real bad one.   And [unclear] want to go to [name-unclear].  We've got this map [unclear] like a road [unclear] Two white officers and several black ones. The black one already on top of the car to check.   I mean they didn't believe any of the crap we were saying and the whites were talking and they started hesitating.   You know, you develop a habit to really observe people, how they react and then you talk into that direction the moment you see they hesitate and so.  It was actually some psychological thing I think you develop in those situations.   And I saw this chap - you know it was one white and I saw him hesitating you  know he was pretty sure there was something fishy going on and then you know, "of course you can check" and he already opened the bakkie to open the front, and he was hesitating and finally he said "fuck off" and I saw the black chap [unclear] how could you do that to them? 

DS:	They opened - they didn’t see anything?

HP:	No.   This white chap suddenly said, "just go, you go but you can't be here."  But the black chaps didn’t - they were much more suspicious very clearly, you could see you know. And they even got a shock like how's this, we don't have to search this car.  But okay they obeyed and they went.  So that was quite obvious.  I mean the black police officers, not because you were white they’ve come to trust you more, but these whites were so much in their own logic, it was actually easier working in the white areas. But even the other comrades told us stories. They’d get into a tight spot like that and they’d go, "ja baas ja baas" this whole - this theatre you know and also, as long as they played the game, they’d also come through.   Not always, but they were very much into their own logic.  There was more or less that later on there was for years kind of get into reconnaissance more of army camps so I said to [name-unclear] Voortrekkerhoogte all these things [unclear] quite a lot.  Sometimes weapons, also communication, of course, intense communication with people of Lesotho.

DS:	By this time [unclear]? 

HP:	It was what is called MCW - Military Combat Work so you had to learn to do secret communications - principles, counter-surveillance for your own and other people’s security and so a bit of - you know, we didn't really have weapons for training - yes in the sense that okay we knew about the weapons but the possibility of each weapon, you know the big ones, the bazooka’s and the AK’s and the artillery they had and so on, more or less because you had to know for what kind of attack you could use the. I was very [unclear] I mean, the AK47’s had for instance different coloured bullets   -
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HP:	But I didn't even know.   I only knew the next morning. I went back to Swaziland and linked up, debriefed, and so forth you know with all the stress and tension that we were talking about.  Phew!  Tried to relax.  For once, we didn't listen in to the radio - relaxing. The next morning I linked up with my kids [unclear] suddenly this whole thing .... anyway, the bad thing operational was, was that I couldn't go inside the country any more after that for some time, because we thought that they will look at the borders and whatever for who’d come in with a car recently and gone out. We might even have had more [unclear] Mamelodi [unclear] could have found people who worked in the [unclear] at that moment all kinds of things could happen but especially this border thing.  So almost for a year I couldn't go into South Africa.  And nothing happened - I mean you would think there would be lists of suspects or potential suspects. Now during that time - it was 1982.  But I forgot to tell 1982 they killed [name-unclear] in Mozambique and I think that for all of us intensified our determination.  As you say, you get nervous and so on.   I mean if they kill someone like that and they don't have any problem killing people like that they [unclear].   See, those things strengthened us very much. They attacked people all over Mozambique, you know all these things. It was important you get [unclear] with every [unclear].  So then after that, in 1983, I couldn't go into South Africa for a while and then we split up the team, Klaus and I.   He did other things - I don't know.  For a while, he couldn't go in actually either, because they might have known we’d been married and we separated.  So then I [name-unclear] and came all that period of the Komati where actually - was it in 1983, but there was a runner-up to that.  I mean I remember after this whole Pretoria thing for the first time I saw Oliver Tambo.  He called me.   We talked about that and also my [name-unclear] was up in Mozambique after Mugabe [name-unclear].  He had never been so badly received by Samora Machel already twice so that must have been June, July 1983.   And before he could just walk into Samora Machel’s office - they were brothers and so on and suddenly he was made to wait.  And no-one was available.   Today the President and so and so forth.  And he knew something was going on.   It was the first time I had a big meeting with Oliver Tambo also about our work.   Also realise by the way for your project that all our reports were read by him and they are in the archives in [name-unclear] wherever we were.  All of it must be somewhere.   Then, but anyway, when the Komati Accord came and the ANC was actually chucked out of Mozambique, at least the ANC MK, then actually fell into a trap.  The MK didn't want to... 

TAPE SWITCHED OFF
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DS:	We are back.

HP:	We’re back.  Okay what actually happened at the time of the  Komati Accord was that MK didn't I mean there were bases with people and all that and it would have been very bad to withdraw all that, like from Tanzania, Angola, further away from the front line. So they tried to get as many people forward and the first forward step was Swaziland and then the idea to go permanently inside South Africa and there we actually fell into a trap because the Boers had foreseen that, so they were there.  They were at all the police stations, openly, they were all over.   Then actually one of our units in Swaziland made a mistake.   They started a shoot-out with the Swazi Police.   Okay, that's a whole story but you'll get it from other people also you know - the stress and the things you know. The comrades, the cadres for a long time doing nothing, waiting to be deployed and so on and so forth.

SD: 	And you have become stressful.

HP:	Right. Very stressful situation.  They are all very trained and they wanted to go for it.    Now so then began this whole thing - arrests, shootouts in Swaziland and there was no way back, not really.    That was a real bad time. Communication down all the time.   Telephone lines.  At a certain moment there was even a flood so we couldn't even [unclear] water.  Through all that period of time practically I don't know how many more people, but there weren't many, many more during the communication [name-unclear] and the Commanders in Mozambique stayed behind.   Sometimes we had to get in when there were floods from I don't know where, all kind of ways, often not knowing....
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DS:   We are back.

HP:   Ja, I still don't remember the dates exactly but a few days 

	after the Umkomati Accord we started like winding up 

	things in Maputo, leaving houses and so forth.  That time 

	we were, people like myself not only myself, there were 

	several, were very much under cover.  The people who 

	worked with the ANC as couriers and so on were actually - 

	the work was not... [inaudible] security service because at 

	the time the ANC asked for them... [inaudible] and so 

	forth.  But we, the kind of work we were doing, we all had 

	to do it ourselves.  I mean, the ANC didn't officially do 

	anything.	

	And so in 1983 some time there was this chap who had defected who was [inaudible] of the ANC, I think you know about that, it was really good at the time, yes it was good, and ... [interruption] 

DS:   So he was defected from?

HP:   He defected from Mozambique to South Africa with all the [unclear] about the ANC in Mozambique.  He was ... [unclear] in charge of ANC also, but luckily always for this kind of spy that there was a Special Ops, he'd never let us go through that normal thing [inaudible] and Mozambique was helping the ANC and all these things they accused us, the couriers and so on and so forth.  We never were in that situation, luckily, so they didn't know.

	But then in '84 the Umkomati Accord, they started raiding ANC houses and suddenly the night before Joe Slovo came and he said "Your house is on the list".  Not my name, just my house.  And it was somewhere... [inaudible] the information, luckily, because Joe Slovo came very often and parked around the corner, meaning that the Security Police they would park, they would know because he wouldn't have parked his car in front of my house, he parked around the corner.  But now there was a security chap after him, against us, so they said "It must be an ANC house because he has always parked around the corner and gone into that house".

	So the three of them, the Friday night, they go 	underground in Maputo.  What also happened at that time, 	just before that, was when it became clear that the ANC 	had to leave, lots of other solidarity people that were 	helping, the couriers had been hiding things in their 	houses, weapons, documents, whatever, because the ANC 	houses had to be clean, but in some cases those couriers 	were raided, so all these were hidden and... [inaudible] to 	the [inaudible] and so forth.  Almost all those people got 	[inaudible] and they [inaudible] all that and then came the 	real raiding of ANC houses by the Mozambique Army.  	And we'd had to put away things in our houses.  In my 	house there were those famous - I don't know what it was 	called those things -we had our artillery that somebody 	had been given on the condition that we weren't going lose 	it because ... [interruption] 

DS:   If you lose it they will know it's from ... [interruption] 

HP:   ...they'd guess our secret.  The whole thing was in pieces in my house and people had [inaudible].  I don't know how to handle that, but it was very interesting people.  But all that specifically was in my house, I don't know how much more [inaudible].  We all of us had to because our people... [inaudible-voice trails off to a mere whisper].

	And so they couldn't be allowed to come to my house, they 

	would raid the house and they would find all these things. 

	So I went under with the kids.  Luckily at the time my 

	children were studying in Swaziland, many of them were 

	directed to Swaziland.  Then we ran underground in 

	Maputo and when they got back to my house the police 

	and the army came and searched my house and they saw it 

	was a house with [inaudible] on the door.  They hesitated 

	and [inaudible] and actually one of the neighbours sent 

	me, I was living in [name-unclear] or some place, said to 

	me "Oh, the people have [inaudible]".  Being in this 

	underground thing you also have to be careful with your 

	friendships and so on.  And they said "Oh, she's a Belgian 

	woman this has got nothing to do with an ANC house".  

	"But then where is she?".  "She's visiting with her kids in 

	Swaziland".

	And they stayed and they stayed till deep in the night and 

	they wouldn't go.  But they didn't break the door.  And 

	finally they left.  They would come back and look again.  

	So at night we could come, we could go back to my own 

	house.

DS:   Oh, you ... [interruption] 

HP:   ... [inaudible] and all, disguised and everything into my 

	own house, we went through the front door and got out, 

	picked part of the documents, got as much as possible in 

	my car and went to Swaziland.

DS:   So they didn't find anything in your house?

HP:   No.  And then during the week then I had to lie low in 

	Swaziland.  No, they never came and the comrades that 

	same way emptied another house.  And these kind of 

	things was devastating.  I think it's the only time I saw Joe 

	Slovo with tears, when he came to warn me on the Friday 

	night "You have to clear out" he said "Those are our 

	friends which we trusted, they did this to us".  I mean, he 

	was devastated.

DS:   Do you think he couldn't understand why?

HP:   I mean they gave him their word as it were.  Later the ANC said "Okay, we've got to accept it [inaudible] and try to understand it" and so forth, but at that particular moment it was ... [interruption] 

DS:   It was difficult?

HP:   It was difficult indeed.  And like I said we fell in a trap in Swaziland.  So the aftermath of [inaudible] and there was very intensive work... [inaudible], back and forth and things to sort out and people shoot us and people arrested and people tortured.  I mean I had people who could throw your [inaudible], it was just a madhouse.

	But anyway in the meantime, yes by then... [inaudible] by 

	that time my [inaudible] a relationship with Ebrahim 

	[name-unclear].  Now that's actually a bad thing... 

	[inaudible].  I knew him some times when I was at school

	with him and we used to go - in Swaziland but he didn't 

	know why we 	[inaudible], he don't want to know why. 

	 So one day I met him in Maputo and we fall in love and 

	we stayed happy.  And when they realised that someone 

	goes to him and says "You can't have this woman, you 

	don't know who she is".  Someone comes to me "You can't 

	be with that man he's in the political leadership, in the 

	military [inaudible]".  And it was strong [inaudible] so we 

	saw each other in Swaziland.  And then he actually asked 

	permission if he could step off down from the ANC to the 

	leadership in Lusaka.

	So they decided okay, but the bad thing is actually it's called crossing lines.  So I am in one command structure and security structure and so forth where you can  more or less obey the commander and yourself or whatever it is you're responsible over, but you have an idea of the whole security situation, everything that's happening [inaudible].  They on their side, the political thing, had the same thing in principle but the military probably a bit more careful than the political.  I mean, they were in contact with legal people, usually [inaudible] there was always a bit more.  

	So anyway if you cross lines you got into contact with the 

	other [inaudible] for instance, they also get their problems 

	which you don't know.  Okay, this chap is monitored with 

	- his thing was Nkosazana Zuma, she was working with 

	him.  So let's say I go to her house or link up with her for 

	some reason or other and she's being followed for some 

	other reason, they might catch onto me.  Or vice versa.  

	That's the crossing lines and you don't know what's 

	happening because it's a different structure.

DS:   So what happens if you crossed the line?

HP:   Well, we were permanently crossing lines.  They approved of it, thinking probably both of us we were good enough with our security.

	So we lived together actually.  Well, some time before 

	actually it had been decided I would go to South Africa as 

	soon as I could.  That was actually interrupted because of 

	this Pretoria bomb, I had to process.  And then at a certain 

	moment, after 6-months or so, they sent Klaus in again I 

	think and someone else who was more or less - and all 

	went well and then I went in once, on a trial run, without 

	anything, shopping in Jo'burg, or something.

	And nothing really happened so we decided "Well, it seems that they aren't on to you", they weren't on to me.  Somehow I thought "Okay, if I'm arrested then some computer will spit me out but as long as they don't know, I mean the security's okay".  So we start again with the planning of that infiltration in Jo'burg there in South Africa.

	And so I leave my job in Mozambique and I was some time 

	in Swaziland, also to get a bit cleaned, and a resident in 

	Swaziland, and I lived with him.  My children schooled 

	there, in an underground house, but still... [inaudible].  I 

	mean, not everyone knows somebody who has an 

	underground house, you can just rent a house, and just 

	underground then means that you have all the security 

	measures.  It doesn't mean that there's really secret things 

	somewhere.  

	So my children, for instance, could never bring kids, 

	friends, to the house, they couldn't let themselves be 

	accompanied to the house, no one was supposed to know 

	where we lived, telephone we didn't have and so on and so 

	forth.  I mean, that's an underground house.

	So we lived there together and in the mean time with all 

	these troubles in Swaziland and all these executions 

	Special Ops had actually [inaudible] our area and I was 

	just waiting to go to Jo'burg.  The commanders were in 

	Zimbabwe and Botswana and so on.  So during that time I 

	actually worked with Ronnie Kasrils, who was the military 

	commander in Swaziland, and Ebrahim was his counterpart 

	for the political department.

	And also I did some things for Ronnie and so on, I mean 

	there's no - I was there in the meantime I would do little 

	things for them.  And also sometimes the security with 

	Ebrahim.  It was all very, very tricky in Swaziland at that 

	time.  So I just made sure the roads were clear and so on 

	and so forth and make sure having his meetings, or having 

	their meetings in the best of conditions.

	Then I go, finally I get the visa bit and all that's finished 

	and then in January '85 - oh, ja, I got registered at Wits as 

	a [name-unclear] student.  Later on  they got me in, what 

	do you call this, some kind of a scholarship where you do 

	part-time teaching actually.

DS:   Oh, there was some scholarship, okay.

HP:   A PAG students at Wits.  But I never really started 	with 

	them, I was arrested before.  But anyway, so beginning of 

	1985 I finally can move to Johannesburg and set up house 

	and so on and start with the - I mean the mission was 

	actually to prepare for more permanent settlement of a 

	special ops unit inside South Africa.

DS:   Inside the country?

HP:   Ja, instead of this certain one that had done work from the outside.  So I was setting up communications, places where to meet, this kind of thing.  But at the same time we were going to reconnaissance and things like that.  But quite low key because we had to settle in and not - we knew there was going to be some kind of surveillance of a foreigner coming in and my CV, I had worked in Mozambique also at the end of it, it was too exceptional, but still we knew they would try to find out "What's she doing?".  

	So actually I knew certainly when my phone was bugged.  

	Things happened.  I went to Chile as a journalist in 1992 

	my phone was bugged as well, all the phone journalists 

	were bugged.  See, these things happen.  Your key, a 

	certain moment you pick up  some chaps, some funny 

	thing in the flat across the street.  I had to be really 

	observant and see things like that, I moved out to 

	somewhere else, and so on.  So I knew that was a low key 

	situation but with time they'll get tired of it.

	And they never, ever followed me when I went out.  	Whether I went out just for myself or to check the surveillance or to actually do some reconnaissance or whatever it was, never they followed me.  So it was really low key.

	Now what happens at a certain moment, at the same time, 

	a bit before me, Ebrahim went to Durban - well, you'll 

	have to ask him exactly what mission, I have some idea 

	but I wasn't supposed to know - for very, very special 

	mission and as far as I know he was the first of the 

	leadership to go inside himself.  So normally like UDF 

	people, COSATU people and so on, trade union people and 

	all kind of civic people would go to Swaziland or 

	somewhere else to talk to the leadership of the ANC... 

	[inaudible] the political department, but there wasn't any - 

	you know cadres would go in here and do political work 

	but no leadership was going inside the country.

	So then came the stage when the military and the political 	[inaudible] came inside and they were supposed to settle 	in the different stage in the struggle towards - it was 	called towards People's War.  Before it was armed 	propaganda that they had and so on, we continued with the 	arms propaganda, but really it had come to the stage of 	People's War.  They would have had not only all the 	operative units but also command structures in the 	country.  So that was the difference, that was what we 	were preparing.

	Now he goes in on his own very, very special very secret and so on mission in Durban.  And okay, I go on my own the other side and we see each other again in a few months time in Swaziland, on a weekend, whatever.  And then actually one day in Jo'burg I'm at university, he phones and tells me where I am.  I think "There must be something important, we're in the middle of South Africa, we're not supposed to link up here".  And actually it was the first mistake because he said "I just missed you, I want to see you".

	So okay, I said, "Geez, you've got me" I thought there was 

	something terrible happening.  Anyway, we were very 

	happy the two of us, and so on.  It was just before they 

	abolished the Morality Act, or whatever it was called, 

	because he actually - he slept overnight in my flat and he 

	was very nervous, he couldn't sleep, he said because it's a 

	white area.  But it was already in Jo'burg one of those 

	very mixed areas, you know people didn't take into 

	account those laws any more, but he wasn't very much at 

	peace.

	So anyway, he goes back to Durban and that was it, but he did have how he could contact me, first time he did knowing in which university department I was in.  And then he gets into trouble here, first the problem with the courier, either got arrested or whatever it was, or was not found to be trustworthy.  So his communication with Swaziland, with Ronnie Kasrils who was his counterpart, were bad.  So I come to Durban and he said "Okay, I'm going to Swaziland, I'll pick up your mail".  [inaudible] take him to Kasrils in Swaziland and go back to Jo'burg.

	I don't know, it was probably twice, but he had a courier, simple courier business, and also gave some messages to talk directly, verbal messages.

DS:   With the other leaders in Swaziland?

HP:   Ja, to Ronnie Kasrils.  Now Ronnie of course was a very high commander so I mean I could report to him even though I wasn't really in his unit, but temporarily he was responsible for me when I was in Swaziland, not when I was in Jo'burg, and that's where the problems come in.

	But okay he says "No, we've got to help, this is a very 

	important mission and we can't have problems".  Ebrahim. 

	Then comes a big problem, he had to go out of the country 

	again, end of his mission, there was an ANC conference 

	coming, I suppose for that, he had to absolutely go to 

	Lusaka or whatever area he was going.  And he couldn't 

	get out of the country, the route they were using was not 

	safe back.  I had never done things like that, but anyway 

	

	he contacts me and I said "Okay, I'll do your security 

	checking for you, I know the area" and so on and so forth.

	And okay I do that, explains where it is and so on, I do that whole thing.  I see some funny chap making a fire and so on at that time, don't trust it and I tell him "Don't go, I don't like it".  He goes back to Durban, reports to Kasrils and so on and so forth.  Then they had to still go out, urgent, urgent, they were now trapped here.  And once on the same route I do some more intensive checking and it was even worse, there was a car somewhere and so on, I tell him not to go.  He said "But we've got to get out, got to get out here".

	So finally okay, I don't say you always have these emergencies, these very important things and they have to be done and you start risking things that you know you shouldn't risk.  So I finally said to him "Okay, if you want to go absolutely and you're absolutely sure your guide is going to come and hope that 'Okay, I'll proceed you in my car'".  I said "I don't like it, it's not safe this thing, but okay I'll proceed you and if I see anything funny I'll make a thing with my lights and you just turn around and you get to Durban, right?  That's all".

	Now he goes with two comrades, at the time we didn't 

	know who they were, who drove him from Durban.  So I 

	drive and drive in the country, it's close to Ermelo, there 

	are lots of army country, or whatever, goes through 

	Ermelo, that's the way the route was, driving and driving, 

	hilly, hilly and I come after a hill and there's an army 

	roadblock.  At night.  There was a small road going to the 

	border but the border had been closed at 4 o'clock in the 

	afternoon and the rest was just nothing there, I mean what 

	the hell are you setting up a roadblock in the middle of 

	nothing?

DS:   Nowhere?

HP:   Army roadblock.  And as there was just this curve that's going down I hadn't been able to make the sign, they didn't see it, couldn't see it.  Army roadblock, lights and things, they let me go, they come to the roadblock, okay they get through as well.  They're coming to Ermelo.  Then we see a third car coming, right so we were followed.

	Now this was the big emergency.  So he goes back, I don't know, I think I took that third car and then got rid of the tail and so on, all these things you do in such an emergency situation, he goes back to Durban somewhere and I wait in the hotel in Ermelo that night, waiting for the knock on the door.  I had some reports for my own people and so on so I had to hide those things behind the things in the bathroom and that was really a bad night.  But nothing happened.

	We had to go to Swaziland to see what - link up with 

	Ronnie Kasrils and this whole thing.  So in the morning I 

	go and I don't know if you know that road but it's the 

	normal Swazi - where is it again - anyway, the normal 

	Swazi border, the big border, not like the small one the 

	night before.  You know, nothing happened.  It's also a 

	very lonely road actually so they can't - you know you can 

	check your security very, very well, they're not behind 

	you, you can suddenly stop on the side of the road and 

	look if someone's coming, and all these things.  All the 

	checking, all the checking that you normally do.  Nothing. 

	The border, absolutely nothing, completely normal, they 

	kind of new me by then at the border as someone who 

	crossed regularly.

	Got to Ronnie, report the whole thing and now it was bad. Make a whole long story short - actually ja, I tried to do a rekkie just to get [EB-unclear] out of the country but it was all too much.  I told him "Just wait, lie down, lie low" or something "till your own people come in".  And he also said "It's just - " because then the crossing line up till then it was okay.  We had a phone check, but the moment inside the country, him being in contact with above ground comrades, right, illegal comrades, they have a completely different security situation than the underground ones.  That I couldn't control, nothing, what did I know who he was in contact with or what the situation was.

	I tell you chaps in the car were the Shaik brothers, you 

	know the ones who are now in all these arms deal 

	problems and so on?  Ja.

DS:   Okay.

HP:   But I didn't know that then and I hadn't really seen them 

	and they couldn't have recognised me either, I mean, it 

	was very far.  It was well done.  But okay, that was now 

	the big problem and I made a whole big report to 

	headquarters for security and so on and so forth.

	So I was supposed to lie low and to count and see what 

	happens, I mean you go or stay out of the country, one of 

	the two.  But like you I'm not one for giving up so 

	quickly, you know.  [inaudible] suddenly okay coming to 

	special ops saying "I've made a mistake and now my 

	security's bad, I can't be in the country no longer and I 

	had to solve the problem lying low and so on" and you 

	know the thing had to go on.  As far as I was concerned 

	perhaps... [inaudible] of time and so on.

	So I take a ticket to go on holiday.  Yes, actually my three boys, I had one daughter and three boys, they were already overseas by then with their father, I mean I couldn't - that was also a condition of going to Jo'burg, if they would still have been there I wouldn't have infiltrated here.  I mean, it's too dangerous, I couldn't risk to have the kids suddenly - .  But their father was in Europe.  So - but my daughter had fallen pregnant accidentally and so she was actually supposed to be in London to continue her studies, but at the moment in Jo'burg we got all the pregnancy and all those problems, she was with me.

	So okay, we arrange for her to go on holiday to Zimbabwe, 	for me to go on holiday to see the boys and of course also 	the commanders.  But anyway, just normal reasons.  And 	so we let things cool down.

	Then actually a whole lot of things happened together.  

	Ronnie Kasrils and all these things went to - there was an 

	ANC conference in 1985, June.  And all these chaps, the 

	commanders and so on, go to Lusaka and go to the 

	conference.  Actually leave us without communication.  

	Okay.  

	And what happens independently from my whole problem 

	Klaus de Jong at the time he was living in Zimbabwe and 

	he was not working with me any more, he was in logistics, 

	going back and forth, but also we go there, the 

	commanders were all at that conference, apparently.  He 

	had to come to South Africa for some academic 

	reason, for work, and he thought "Well, it's stupid to go 

	empty" when he has one of those cars with the secret 

	compartment.  "Why should I go empty?".  At the same 

	time in Jo'burg I had a normal car, I was not in to that line 

	of work any more.  No, it would have been too dangerous.

	So I had a normal, a very legal, nice car.  I even had a legal pistol.  I got a licence and all.

DS:   Oh, okay.

HP:   I don't say there were no others, but I had a legal pistol, 

	ja.  And so he now thinks "Okay, I shouldn't go empty if I 

	go to South Africa, it's a pity".  And he arranges with 

	someone, a lower level commander, to fill this thing and 

	he contacts me, they gave him my data, how to contact me, 

	the codes and the whole thing, meaning those are people 

	who don't know I had security problems.  And they gave 

	him my contact.

	He contacts me and I say "No, the problem is a health 

	problem, I'm sick".  Just like that.  He doesn't want to 

	believe me, he said "No".  "Okay", I said, "call back in 

	some time".  I link up with Ebrahim and so on and I 

	consult and finally I think "Well, it's impossible, I made 

	this whole report, Kasrils took the report himself to the 

	leadership, to the commanders about my situation, 

	how come someone contacts me now?".  I finally thought 

	"Well, perhaps, stupid but perhaps they think okay, he's 

	my former husband there's nothing wrong with meeting 

	him and it's a message from the commanders".

	So I finally let him come.  I find out it was his own doing, and then the stupid things continued.  He says "You must help me because I've got this health... [inaudible]" and so on "and I can't do it on my own".  I said "I can't".  "Ah, you don't want to work with me, it's because of how we left" - well, anyway.  I helped him with that, some chap who was following us sees the thing, or he sees we're doing something in the veld and then he goes and he sees it's a... [inaudible].  Anyway, that's where the whole thing went wrong.

	And so before he was going back to Zimbabwe, to 	Botswana, they arrested him.  And then a few days later 	they [inaudible] me.

DS:   So were you ever arrested?

HP:   Ja, well, they didn't know what I was doing, it was just that I knew then they were following me very much but I hoped I would still make it to the Saturday, I was going to fly.  My daughter actually made it out of the country, she was - the day before I was arrested I took her to the airport and she was going on holiday.

DS:   This is now '85?

HP:   '85.  27th she went out, of June, and the problem was then when she came in Zimbabwe and she was supposed to be picked up by Klaus de Jong, who would pick her up and they would go on holiday, his son and her and so on, but he hadn't arrived.  So then they phoned me from Zimbabwe that he was lost, unaccounted for, he hadn't arrived since the weekend before.  So I mean, emergency.

	But all the commanders are still somewhere else too.  Then they came back actually, and so then the Boers of course - it was someone, not in the ANC, a girlfriend of Klaus, not coded, my daughter, so they listened into my phone and they realised I know that De Jong is arrested or at least somewhere.  So then they kind of had to arrest me as well, although they didn't do it.  The next morning I was - and I didn't know, I was that stupid, I had my escape plans or what, I decided to go to the lawyer to give - you know he could always have had an accident or something, not necessarily arrested, give the particulars and so on of when he had left, which road he was going to take and so on, to the lawyer.  They told me, and then from there it's go very, very deep underground.	I look up, so this girl says over the phone, just openly "You must see lawyer Satchwell, shall I give you... " I said "No, nothing more, I'll look in the phone book", these chaps are listening in, you know.

DS:   Ja.

HP:   So I look up in the phone book where she is and it's the 

	centre of Johannesburg.  The next morning I go and okay, 

	if ever he's had an accident and somewhere in a hospital 

	and the bloody car with the compartment and everything, I 

	don't know I probably should still do this for him and then 

	go, go, go.

	Come to central Johannesburg, the address of the lawyer, 	Cathleen Satchwell who is now a Judge, and this building, 	empty, ready for implosion.  She had moved.  There's 	some guard and I said "have you got any idea where this 	lady is?".  "No, I mean I'm guarding an empty building, 	I've no idea where all these people have gone" you know 	offices.

	And they were right behind me.  So I go back and forth 

	and I try to go and I finally go into a little shop to phone 

	her and ask where they were.  They were very close, man, 

	and there when I got out of the shop they arrested me 

	because they hadn't bugged that phone so they didn't know 

	what I was doing.  So that was the story.

MACHINE SWITCHED OFF

ON RESUMPTION:

DS:   We are back.  You are still telling us about your arrest.

HP:   Okay, so in the middle of Jo'burg, I don't remember, Van 

	der Walt or this thing, I've got it written down, at some 

	corner in the middle of Jo'burg, I get out of that little shop 

	where I got finally the address of the lady, the lawyer, and 

	the intention to either ask her how to get out and get back 

	to my car and get rid of my tail and go deep under, as I 

	said.  So they didn't believe me that time.

	So middle of the street there's this young under cover 

	detective "South African Police!  You're under arrest", 

	"Oh, shit, what now?".  Too much.

	So okay, they take me to John Vorster Square.  So they 

	searched the house, they find all my linguistic stuff and 

	think they're codes and there are too many books for them 

	to find codes books and apparently it didn't work well for 

	them.  And the car also was completely clean, you know 

	they get in all these dogs for explosives and things, but 

	that car was clean.  They got a bit frustrated, they got a 

	bit heavy at certain moments, threatening and violence 

	and what was it called again, this kind of statue thing, 

	torture, they let you stand up until you fall down and so 

	on.  I thought "I'm not going to play that game" so I just 

	sat down again and they said "Come on!" and started 

	screaming again.  I say "Okay, well".

	And then they changed and they went to this more 	psychological.  They became friendly and okay, that was 	actually my whole detention story has been like that.  So 	they didn't finally touch me, except for the beginning, 	physically.  Okay, they go into the night interrogations 	and all that stories as you know.

	But then in John Vorster Square there was women's cells, there was one special cell of the - about six I think there were - which was soundproofed, I realised after a while it had big perspex plates on, it was - okay, all the cells actually had no daylight, they had a - so it was all covered, and then they had a camera, a video camera, in my case on day and night.  I thought it was everyone, but later I heard it was not.  They would check from time to time, in my case they had it on day and night, I saw a little red light on it.  And that was tremendous pressure, always being watched.

	The light was a globe, a bulb, it was very low intensity 	light and I asked them to put it down in the night or 	something to sleep, but they wouldn't.

DS:   They wouldn't?

HP:	They wouldn't, it's always the same, and I didn't understand that during the whole detention.  It's only when I came out that I realised that I thought - you know you always see in films that it's very strong light, that's torture kind of thing, but no, it's the low intensity, day and night, day and night, without normal day and night darkness ... [interruption] 

DS:   Darkness and light.

HP:   Right.  Ventilation very, very bad in this cell.  Regularly they so-called lost the key and they didn't let me out, things like that.  I'm in the cell as such and the way I was kept was torture in itself.  Like I said, that's what's called deprivation of the senses.

DS:   Food?

HP:   I didn't have - well, sometimes for a very small... 

	[inaudible] some reading glasses had very, very good night 

	few and far when I came out of there, I needed these 

	glasses, and I got that there.

DS:   Oh, there in the cell?

HP:   Yes, and they say it's the lack of stimulus that does that of 

	your senses.  And then after a while when they didn't get 

	what they wanted after a while, a month or 2 or 3, they 

	one day said "Oh, we're going to paint your cell".  They 

	

	put me on the men's side the weekend and during the 

	weekend they say "Okay, why don't we go and shower?  

	The women's side is better" and they show me the cell so-

	called to see it was going to be nice and the rest of it.

	Who's going to nicely paint the cell for a detainee?  That's 

	[laughs] so I didn't believe, and I didn't know what they 

	were up to.  And then I see when they show me that I see 

	they've got a little round ring in the wall with a 

	microphone.  All ready for the microphone.  And the 

	Monday was something, I come back in my cell and it's 

	more or less plastered over and I can follow the wires 

	going outside, meaning it went directly to the security 

	police.  So that was more pressure, not only they were 

	reacting if your - I don't know - if you're bouncing or 

	doing whatever you do when you're on your own, they 

	would react "What were you doing?" and they were making 

	these video tapes for the security services, so that's the 

	pressure to say "We're always watching you".  And then 

	came on top of that the pressure of "We're always listening 

	to you".

DS:   So how long were you detained?

HP:   I was in total exactly 8-months.  But I was in psychiatric 	hospital... [inaudible].  So in the beginning they have this 	time of intensive interrogation from De Jong and other 	things, I mean, they knew some of the DLB's, and so on 	that we had, so they take you out, the instructions were 	you shouldn't let yourself be tortured for things they 	know.  I mean, they have the evidence or what.

	So they took me out to Durban also, they had close to middle winter, or something, we had some DLB also provided for, for the oil refinery.  These kind of things.  So they took me out a few times for... [inaudible] to show me the misdeeds that we had done.

	And then a certain moment I found one DLB was still full and I thought someone had given it away, it was like a small one, broken up and three smaller ones was for a unit, and the two were empty and the third one wasn't and I thought "Shit, man, I'm giving away things, so stop it and do don't any more".

START OF SIDE B

DS:   We are back.

HP:   So at John Vorster Square there was in charge Erasmus, 

	who was then the Colonel and then became some kind of a 

	General later, there was a Maj Victor, he seemed to be in 

	charge of my things, but I only saw him once in a while, 

	and then there was a Lieutenant, I forgot his name now 

	because I had a nickname for him, and then there was this 

	famous Nick [name-unclear] who actually was my main 

	interrogator.  He was a Warrant Officer, he said - it's the 

	same one Barbara Hogan had, Ebrahim had later and 

	apparently lots of people had, very strange chap, he was a 

	Warrant Officer and interrogating people that were 

	important for them.  Strange.

	Anyway, so they start at the beginning with two 	interrogators and then suddenly there's a period of 	nothing, just lying in the cell, nothing is happening and 	they say "You can call your interrogator, investigating 	officer, when you want to tell something".  But I wasn't 	about to tell something so, yes.  

	They tried to at a certain moment to have my blood, some blood taken and I didn't know for what.  And when I saw the doctors I saw it was for homicide or what, a murder charge or something.  I said "Are you crazy?  What the hell's going on?"  I said to the doctor "What's this?", he said "I don't know, they can force you, but if you don't want I don't do it".  The District Surgeon.  So I said "No, I don't want", and then they forced me to... [inaudible], and they finally never did it, I didn't know what the hell was up.

	And anyway the thing goes on, I'm not going into detail, 	but that's the time [Reggie-unclear] was supposed to 	have... [inaudible].

	Now let me tell you one thing, a certain moment there was 

	an emergency outside and they brought in several women 

	from - the women [inaudible] several things - and one of 

	them was Vennie Wonana who was studying law at the 

	time.  Very, very nice.  And we managed, she was on the 

	other side, but we managed to get into contact and set up a 

	little DLB in the bathroom and have a situation and she 

	was very good at stealing paper and pens, very good.  So 

	for a while we had contact and then she'd communicate 

	with the others, so for a while we were quite impressive 

	ladies there.  But when they realised that I was probably 

	feeling better they took her away, they separated us again.

	So for long periods I was actually alone in that whole 

	section, or sometimes there was one other woman but far 

	away.  You know these people who were very good, these 

	township women who didn't know what the hell happened 

	in that kind of detention, like isolation and so on, those 

	people.  So that's the standard, so they leave you to rot for 

	about 3-months.

	And then there comes this sweet interrogator and that was 

	[inaudible] and I had a feeling it would be him actually 

	because I knew the story [inaudible] first wrote the story 

	and we were more or less prepared also.  I mean, they 

	didn't go in completely unprepared.

	By the way I was quite amazed they let me live, I didn't think I would get out alive.  But they didn't know Ebrahim, it took them time to identify, they didn't really know what I was up to, they had no - several things like that.  But - and they didn't know, they mixed me up with Joe Slovo's girlfriend who's Helena and they thought at the moment it was me so they were all happy they had Joe Slovo's girl.  And so on.

	And one of the most important things they asked me all the time "Who is Rashid?" [inaudible] that went on and on.  The other thing they did a lot was asking or trying to find out personality of ANC comrades, especially imported ones like "Is he a womaniser?  Is it this or that?", all the things they want for infiltration and so on. 

DS:   Okay.

HP:   So there was all this kind, they wanted more information 	from me because my charge sheet they could have done it 	after 2-weeks.  Although then I also realised that they 	didn't have any indication for the Pretoria bomb, and 	apparently they have been going for a long time trying to 	find out ... [interruption]  

DS:   To find out who was involved?

HP:   ...they went through the border, all kind of hotels, I don't 

	know what they all tried to do.  They had been trying to 

	get something because they needed corroboration.  At the 

	same time they put a lot of pressure on me, things like - 

	you know it was a terrible slaughter so they start telling 

	me things like "You know one of his cousins was killed 

	and he was the only son of his aunt", they tell you this.  In 

	the beginning it's like another story or so, but they come 

	back with it.  They leave it for a month or two and then

	they come back and finally it starts going in your head.

	And at a certain moment he, this was now the sweet interrogator trying to make friends with you, at a moment where I was talking to the Deputy Vice- Chancellor here in psychology, a white chap, I forgot his name, he works on these kinds of things, and I was talking to him 2-days ago and I said "You know what they do with this psychological torture is they kind of cut you completely - I mean they put a lot of pressure on you, that kind of torture that doesn't show, it doesn't make ... [interruption] 

DS:   Not physical torture.

HP:   Right, this kind of thing, your mind.  And the isolation, so 	they cut you off all your emotional ties and then when it's 	like all these things cut through and when the sweet 	interrogator comes he tried to occupy that space because 	people can't live without emotional ties.

DS:   Why is this person called a sweet interrogator?

HP:   We called him the sweet-talker.

DS:   Oh, okay, he's the sweet-talker.

HP:   He's the chap who suddenly comes "Okay, I know you're 

	having a bad time and I'm the one, I'm good and I think we 

	can let you go, just tell me this or that.  Or this and that". 

	Also tried to so-called recruit you for peace talks and what 

	have you, there's a whole very obscene game at the 

	beginning but because you are so starved of all kind of 

	things I think in retrospect I should never have anything, 

	just nothing, said nothing, but it's not really my 

	personality I think.  I mean, not talking, giving 

	information, but not even talking to them, nothing, would 

	probably have been easier.

	In the beginning I would laugh at everything because it 

	was so funny, they were exactly doing like everyone had 

	always said, just like puppets in a show and I thought it 

	was very funny.  And apparently, someone told me later, 

	it's a reaction of course.  But they said it's a very bad 

	reaction for an interrogator because someone who's 

	laughing they can't get to.  So apparently that was - that's 

	just something of mine, an automatic reaction.

	But in that thing if I had had the reaction of just nothing, whatever they say, it would probably have, I think sometimes, perhaps you can't, but anyway it becomes a very difficult thing and there's things coming back all the time, he promised you things and so on and "It's not me and it's this and that and I'm your friend and I know it's hard" and all that.  And at a certain moment he was explaining, your Deputy Vice Chancellor in psychology said it actually works on two levels.

	On the one level you know what they're doing and you know that they're lying and you know what they want from you and so on.  On the other level you've got your tremendous emotional needs to at least have someone to talk to.  In my case I started looking for the guy's conscience, I said "How can you do that to people?  Not so much to me, but to people".  That's the whole thing and I was quite conscious of the kind of torture they were doing, and as a linguist I also was concerned about the sound-proofing and that.

	So on the other hand they didn't get the information but 

	you start, what I said to you in the break now, is that you 

	bloody know a hell of a lot more than you wish and that 

	you were actually supposed to know.  And there are things 

	that you put together, you are alone there and suddenly 

	you remember this one said that, that one said that at that 

	moment and that moment "Oh, I know too much".  On top 

	of it I knew I talked in my sleep sometimes, so I was very 

	worried I would be sleeping and through that bladdy 

	microphone thing they would be listening or 

	interrogating me.  All these things, all that pressure.	

	And so you start manipulating your mind.  On top of it there's things you know that you don't know exactly what the link is but they might have.  Like you know you have cross data of my story, but they might have a little thing ... [interruption] 

DS:   They've heard it somewhere.

HP:   ...or something "I saw so-and-so in Lesotho" and they 

	might know "Oh, shit, that man was that moment in 

	Lesotho for that reason".  So all these things must be out 

	and you realise you get weaker, your mind's getting 

	weaker.

	I had a breakdown, that's when the sweet-talk cop started, after about 3½-months I had a breakdown, and then they come all sweet to you and so on and so forth.  That's when it happens.  And so you know you don't know when you're going to be of the same mind.  So you manipulate all that, I had different names, dates, everything, for everything I knew.  I'd put it in my memory on top of the rest, and actually when later I was awaiting trial in prison it took me weeks to get everything straight again.  I had covered up everything, you know like you do in the underground, just have [inaudible] and cover stories for everything.  So hoping if I would go mad that was the one that would surface and not the real information.

	So this whole things goes on.  Then comes Christmas, 

	comes New Year, and then at a certain day, as I 

	understand it now ... [interruption] 

DS:   So now it's '86?

HP:   '86, ja.  And a certain day they suddenly come.  Well, now 

	in the meantime this interrogator then he went out 

	apparently to look for evidence or whatever, he came and 

	was gone again, came and was gone again.  And body-wise 

	I was getting worse and worse.  Everything was blocked, 

	the doctor was... [inaudible] everything had- you know 

	you whole system.  I did not eat much any more and so on.

	And then a certain moment they come in with a bowl like a 

	Tupperware bowl of spaghetti.  Homemade stuff not that 

	police stuff we got all the time, it's homemade stuff.  And 

	they say "Ja", I said "Who's that for?", "No, it's someone 

	who want you good" and so on and so forth.  And I 

	thought "Oh, well, that's my interrogator, perhaps he's had 

	a big change of heart", that's how you are after all that 

	time.  And so I tried to eat it, it was actually quite good.  

	Someone's trying to be sweet to me now, but luckily I

	wasn't too 	hungry.  I ate some of it and even in the 

	morning it was cold and I remember I thought okay I 

	should make an effort and eat some of it.  And that, after, 

	a tremendous breakdown, I could hardly walk.  

	Tremendous.

DS:   Was it because of what you ate?

HP:   At the time I had some suspicions.  Also, they didn't get 

	me to the doctor.  Normally when there was something 

	they got you to the doctor.  It took them 10-days, after a 

	tremendous breakdown, to get me to the doctor and he 

	found me.  He, he managed to get me to hospital.  But 

	then already I was a bit better than the beginning.

	It happened to me again in Kroonstad when they had isolated me when Ebrahim was on trial.

DS:   So when was this?

HP:   That was like something in the food.  And then I saw -

	well, that's why later on, I now understand what happened, 

	or I think, I suspect because it happened again in 

	Kroonstad, and there I saw a young doctor who came to 

	see me and he was that scared.  I said "Shit, man, they've 

	given me something".

	Later I talked to Thami Modise who was also in Kroonstad 	in the same, seeing the same people where I was, before 	me, and they'd done it to her and they gave too much in 	her food and she ended up in hospital and she almost died. 	 And she knew it came from the food.  And then talking 	with her and talking to the psychiatrist in Belgium also he 	said "No, it must have been that".  So probably in 	detention it was the same.  They provoked.  And actually 	we found a book, a psychiatrist found a book about 	collaboration of doctors with torture, chemical torture 	especially in general, and there was like a list at the end 	that would explain all these different methods and 	whatever they can collaborate with.  At the end  was a list, 	all the countries where these things happened, chemical 	torture they call it, and so on, and there was South Africa, 	the only one proven case that was before Thami and me 	was Kroonstad.  So they actually did do these things there 	before and I guess, I suspect, they did it in detention as 	well.

DS:   So were you moved from where you were detained firstly 

	to Kroonstad, or it was another event?

HP:   Actually then after my trial I went to Pretoria where the 

	white women were, and then when Ebrahim was on trial 

	they suddenly took me out and they isolated me again in 

	Kroonstad because they wanted to convince me to give 

	evidence against him.  And they manipulated the whole 

	woman story, girlfriend of his and this whole thing, and 

	

	they thought "Oh, well, women get so jealous then they'll 

	give evidence".  But okay, there was another period of 

	very intensive pressure.

DS:   So how long were you in Kroonstad then?

HP:   Also about 8, 9-months.  I don't remember dates exactly.  	But that was in 1988 now.

DS:   So were you eventually ... [interruption] 

HP:   Or the end of 1987.

DS:   ...convicted?

HP:   Ja.  So okay, in January at a certain moment they do get me to hospital, with a lot of troubles, and they get me back on my feet and then they return me to John Vorster Square.  And that was actually the worst time.  And then I had some psychotic instances.

	They gave me a new interrogator but by then I was like 

	unbreakable, I just - the chap could scream and do 

	whatever and I just laughed at him.  I said "Who tells you 

	this?" I was made but at least - and they were saying "You 

	know, the State helped you and now you won't remember 

	later what you've said".  I said "Don't put new things in 

	my head.  I'm not going to tell you anything".  And I was 

	just - .

	So finally I get charged, on the 28th of February, exactly 8-months later.  And the trial was long, I was alone, and got convicted of treason in May and finally sentenced I think the 19th of May or the 20th of May 1986.

DS:   1986?

HP:   To 10-years.

DS:   10-years.

HP:   Luckily, because everything that I had done before being a resident in South Africa they threw out.  So all the rekkies and so on that I told you about I had done before, being a resident in South Africa the Judge actually threw out at a certain moment because he said "For her as a foreigner it wasn't a crime at the time she did that".

DS:   So it was better?

HP:   It was better.  And all the things in Swaziland and things like that and the Pretoria, Church Street, they never had the evidence.  So actually that's what happens afterwards, is that they tried to get a re-trail started in 1996 or whereabouts.

DS:   1996?

HP:   They were trying again to get me on trial for the Church Street bombing, and that's when the amnesty comes in.  

DS:   Okay.

HP:   So okay, 10-years wasn't much.  Then I went to ... 	[interruption] 

DS:   So where did you spend your 10-years?

HP:   Well, no, I didn't spend 10-years.

DS:   It was less?

HP:   Yes.  So okay, I was awaiting trial in what they call Sun 

	City, in Diepkloof Prison.

DS:   Ja, I know that.

HP:   Then after my trial I go to Pretoria where the white women 

	were, I was with Barbara Hogan and [name-unclear] 

	Niehaus, Trish - first Minister of Agriculture, Derek 

	Hanekom, Trish Hanekom, [name-unclear] Park came after 

	me and the wife of the Simon's Town spy.

	And then they suddenly take me out to Kroonstad and that was at the end of '87 or the beginning of '88 when [inaudible] practically all of Ebrahim's trial.  And then after that breakdown and everything then finally they get me back to Pretoria and the doctors were scared.  And they don't let me go finally to his trial.  Every time there was the papers from the court, I tried to prepare myself for that and then nothing happens.  These kind of things all the time.  They put me with an informant in contact, a former policewomen, who would just inform them of everything.  That's why that so-called escape attempt, so-called with her, to get to court to complain about the conditions I was held under and so on and so forth.  Anyway, it was a whole big thing.

	And then in the mean time there was solidarity going in 

	Belgium and the worse they treated me the more active 

	they became.  And they actually got me freedom, you know 

	pressure on the Belgium Government, Belgium 

	Government had been trying already to negotiate 

	something, and finally - oh, ja, I had a - it was the end of

	1988 after I was back from Kroonstad I had suddenly a fit, 

	epileptic fit, quite serious.  At the moment - well, these 

	things happen like that, don't come in the moment of 

	tension but the moment you relax often, so that also 

	worried a lot the international people, getting sick.

	And so in May '89 suddenly I was released under an agreement with the Belgium Government, deported.  They made me sign a thing actually, I didn't want to sign, a paper.  Incredible paper actually.  Okay, it said I wasn't supposed to go back to the ANC, under no conditions whatsoever in my whole life was I going to come back in South Africa, and here I am.  But they also banned me and they banned me completely, you know from the last to be unbanned, the last list, but also they banned me from all the neighbouring countries.

DS:   You couldn't even go to Swaziland?

HP:   Right, I mean, they had no sovereignty over that and they had actually - the Belgium Minister apparently had agreed to restrict my Passport and I attacked him legally because of my constitutional right, why is he going to restrict my Passport?

DS:   They had no jurisdiction over that.

HP:   Right.  I mean, okay, in South Africa they wouldn't let me

	back in, but the other countries ... [interruption] 

DS:   They should.

HP:   But the problem with that of course is that when I wanted to - actually Mozambique they said that they had like kept my job, wanted me to come back, but then I said "Okay, can I come back?", I couldn't, they didn't dare.  In the mean time there was the bomb of Albie Sacks and all these things and they said "Listen, we can't [inaudible] reason they're going to bomb you and we don't know who else".  Namibia the same, I had some contacts with them, a job and so on, same, they couldn't.  

	Actually I did come to Zimbabwe once but just on a visit.  But the other countries no.

DS:   You couldn't?

HP:   For really living there, so they actually cut off my normal professional thing.  Apparently they wanted it for all of Africa, the Minister told me later - or the Ambassador told me - they wanted to ban me out of all of Africa.  Can you imagine these people thinking they can ban someone out of the whole - ?  It was of course to cut off my profession things, like.

DS:   Exactly.  So your children, how did the receive your arrest 

	and the whole thing?

HP:   Ja, okay, well, my children - my mom came over already at 

	the end of my detention.  I couldn't stop her, she was like 

	a lioness getting to her child or something.  I was worried 

	because she's knowingly fascist and so on, I didn't want

	her to come in... [inaudible].  Anyway she came, very 

	brave.  And then my three sons came in the beginning of 

	the trial because it's important they be there at any time, 

	and my daughter had to get special permission because 

	they were all the time after her.  Even in Holland they had 

	been after her.  They pretended ... [interruption] 

DS:   Because she spent more time with you?

HP:   Ja, she lived with me.  So they pretended that she was also involved.  She wasn't.  Okay, she knew some things, I mean she had to, she knew Ebrahim and lots of comrades of course, but of course they would have like to have her and they let her go, stupidly, I don't know why they let her go, but anyway.  Luckily.  They want her to put pressure on me.

	In Zimbabwe she was and Ronnie Kasrils came over and all these chaps, they put them underground with Klaus, my son also... [inaudible] go mad, absolutely mad.  And even when she lived with my mom in Holland there had been problems, they had been followed.  So anyway then she got a special admission, I had to admit something which wasn't really true and in exchange for that - or was it - ja, I had sent a letter to Rashid with her, it's true, but it was a letter about her being pregnant and what are we going to do and so on.  It was not an MK letter and I wouldn't have done that, and so they said I had communicated with the MK and so on through my daughter.  Okay, well, fine.  So on that condition she could come.  And she was also here.

	So they had that period and not only with me, but perhaps - especially the end of my trial there were always people.  In the beginning lots of Wits students and so on, but by the end when all these things became known there was a lot of general public.  And in the end there was big demo's around my trial and the marshals - eventually things that people who couldn't enter in the courtroom would get in the other, after the breaks and so on.  I mean, there was tremendous interest even in the streets, especially when I gave evidence in mitigation.  

	I wasn't going to stand up before conviction because then 

	they can ask you hard questions, but in mitigation ja, I 

	tried to explain why, you know like I was - why.  Why I 

	was in the struggle, because previously suddenly this 

	Belgian-Dutch woman, what's she doing and all this MK 

	stuff coming out in the courtroom at a certain moment, 

	full with... [inaudible].  So I tried to explain through that 

	evidence.  And then from then on it was full, full.  And 

	people in the townships and all that.

	So that for my children and for my mom was also a tremendous support.  And after conviction, after the sentence, actually the younger sons were carried on shoulders through the streets and things like that.  And for them it was very, very important, they felt okay, it was for them.  A tremendous support, all the singing and the doing.  And then after that of course I could only have once a year one child came and my daughter could never come again.  So it was quite bad.  And they played a lot with that "yes, we are going to free her, release her" and not, it was part of the Ebrahim game then, you know for me, to wear me out, but it wore out my kids pretty badly, all this time this women or the embassy thought, and so on, they told the embassy.

	When I came back I must say I was not in very good state.  I was bad.  And I settled in Belgium and I started working in the NG office for Belgium, Luxembourg and European Union, but emotionally I was in a very bad state.  I couldn't take any more.  So then I think - I mean we were very happy to see each other but I couldn't function as a mother, it was very bad.  I had to be - I had actually 3-years of therapy and so on.  So that was - and on the other hand they had been used to my not being there so it was the start of their life, they were a bit bigger.

	One of them was very rebellious, he always wanted to be 

	in the MK camps and so on and so forth.  And he was 

	about 14, I was still in jail, they threw him out of school.  

	It was just pure rebellion.  Also once he came back for my 

	visit, he wasn't too rough and he said "We don't need no 

	education, we've got to fight", things like that and they 

	threw him out.  So he actually fucked up his education.

	But it was hard for them I think also to be in a country 	where people didn't understand because they knew 	according to the ages, well with the comrades we'd talked 	about this subject but they thought that it was better that 	the kids knew at least something.  They didn't know I was 	involved in armed struggle and so on and so forth but 	okay, they knew something and some of the secrecy.  The 	other friends who were ANC kids in Maputo and so on, so 	these kids were always playing at jumping the fences and 	the pioneer games and so on, it was in the air, I mean for 	them it was good.  But we actually decided they should be 	to a certain extent part of it and not be taken suddenly by 	surprise if something happened to me.

	I think it was good.  What I think we underestimated and 

	probably other comrades will know more about that is that 

	the three of the four were teenagers and I thought it was 

	good because they could understand, they were behind us, 

	they agreed.  But teenager period is very, very difficult.  

	It probably would have been better had they been - I see 

	my youngest son has suffered less.  And then they were in an environment people didn't understand, not only the struggle but also their childhood in Africa.  The things, they'd lived in Mozambique, including the civil war and so these kids were not kids.  They were halfway adults, like you know over here also there's not kids.  Like my younger sons says "All the kids in my school they're really kids.  They talk about toys and things and so I also talk about toys", but they were playing MK's, although I didn't let them go around with things, I mean they were playing real life, not toys.

DS:   Not toys.

HP:   And the whole, the political atmosphere also that they - 

	my trial.  It's funny, you know, over there there's not right 

	and left-wing, they all say the same, they say they are 

	Communists and things and white, they all say the same, 

	which is true.  So they didn't find them... [inaudible] and 

	I think that was a big problem, they suffered quite a bit, 

	but they're okay.

DS:   The unbanning of the ANC what does that mean to you?

HP:   Well, it was a wonderful moment but it didn't unban me.

DS:   You were still not allowed to ... [interruption] 

HP:  Oh, for a long time when the ANC was unbanned all of us for a long time still - oh, ja, that paper they made me sign, let me go back to that a moment, I didn't want to sign it and then the lawyers went back and forth and finally Oliver Tambo told me to sign it.  And I suppose he said for your family and so on, I suppose it was for the danger of the retrial of Church Street.  The moment they had some evidence, I mean, then it would be completely gallows, right?   So I suppose that's why they wanted - they actually ordered me out. 

	And so I came in Belgium, I've made a statement with the 

	comrades in prison, I came in Belgium, read the statement, 

	it had no legal value in [inaudible] and I wasn't going to - 

	what do you call it - you know to follow it in and I tore it 

	up in front of the television cameras, which got me in a 

	lot of trouble from the extreme right-wing because they - I 

	tore it up and I said to them "Why did I tear it up?  I tore 

	it up because in South Africa they can't quote me what I 

	said, they can't publish my statement, but they can publish 

	the picture, that's enough".  I tear it up. So they were very 

	angry.

DS:   They were angry at you?

HP:   Of course, the Boers also "Now we finally release her and 

	she's still doing these things".  No, and then - so the 

	people who were on - I never got my indemnity, the ANC 

	three times we were - twice I was ready with my bags and 

	everything and at that time okay, we wait.  Just before our 

	take off, tickets and everything, three times they refused 

	indemnity, don't know on what grounds because I was in 

	the meantime also in the whole preparation of the 

	language policy in the workshop in the ANC Language 

	Commission.  We had - what was it called - okay, for the 

	preparations of the guidelines for the Constitutional 

	Guidelines for language.  And then I was at the National 

	Language Commission also for language policy things, and 

	so it was very logical I would be there for that time when 

	the negotiations and then afterwards and so on because it's 

	part of that, you know.  And they wouldn't and I was 

	unbanned in the very last list. And then later came all 

	these problems, I mean, they 	killed comrades still.  They

	would come back exiles and the security was very bad for 

	a long time, and so they said to  them "Just stay out.  

	Some of you who are so high-profile" not because of what 

	we've done but because they kind of made us into symbols, 

	you know white MK comrades and so on, hanged [name-

	unclear]kop who bombed his father's court or something, 

	you know things like that.  They were really like ticks 

	onto us, the right wing.  And then came the whole amnesty 

	thing.

DS:   What do you think about the Sunset Clause, you know the 

	whole thing, the negotiation settlement?

HP:   Fine, I followed it very closely.  I was in the ANC office and in the meantime also worked as a journalist.  I think it was wonderful, now these days someone said to me that the Sunset Clauses were actually very unhappy because they left the apartheid State and it was difficult to - I haven't really looked into that myself.  I mean, I thought we always actually knew that there were going to be negotiations, also knew that militarily you couldn't win.  A guerilla warfare is always you come somehow or other into negotiations.  Rarely you can overthrow with military power, it's an asymmetrical war, a very powerful military thing against - not powerful but smart.  So it's very difficult to win a war like that so we always knew I think militarily, so there would be negotiations.

	Of course there was also bad time.  I was actually, interestingly enough, I was invited to - after my release - to the GDR at the time in East Berlin where [name-unclear] Naidoo was and other comrades there for the solidarity thing when Poland [inaudible] and I was there when the wall fell.  I happened to be there, it was the first time they let [inaudible].  So the wall fell right out and the whole support we had from socialists countries, so it was obvious that there was nothing else to do.  

	And the ANC was in a pretty good position because before that time all business went to the ANC students, went to the ANC, I mean ANC was for very many people and groups, people, sectors of society, an alternative.  So that's when we said we should negotiate.  

	So whether all negotiations were or are all effective I don't 

	know, I don't want to say that.  Something which you can - 

	it's a problem with all those struggles.  Lots of things, 

	decisions, even militarily you can only know if they were 

	good or bad finally or if they helped the struggle or they 

	didn't afterwards.  There's many of those things that - so I 

	think negotiations probably some things will have been 

	less fortunate and you'll find out, or people have found 

	out, but okay, it had to be done.

DS:   Eventually.

HP:   And the South Africa freedom, that's the most important.

DS:   The TRC, were you - you offered to issue an application, 	what happened?  Were you subpoenaed or what happened? 	 About the TRC, the Truth Commission.

HP:   No, ja, actually we had to.  What happened was that they 

	started the thing in the newspapers, in the Afrikaans 

	newspapers against me and they actually found the Judge 

	who was willing to reopen my case.  That's the first step.

	And then there was this pressure on the ANC that certain 	attacks of the ANC that were either bungled or was not - 	didn't coincide with proper policy of the ANC, like not 	attacking civilians and so forth, that we should also - 	there was a lot of pressure from the right also on the ANC 	to also go do certain things.  Also internal things where I 	agree completely, I mean bad treatment of comrades or 	infiltrators or whatever, I mean lots of things have 	happened in the ANC.  You can understand why but still 	they shouldn't have happened.		

	So all these cases there was lots of pressure they should also come.  And so at a certain moment they contacted me and they said "You've got to apply for amnesty together with Rashid Abubaker" and another comrade, Johannes, I don't know what - I don't know - I think, the three of us who were alive, involved in the Church Street.

	So I came with the whole thing and then I made some kind of a statement and the ANC lawyers went over the statement.  So I mean, it was all done like it should.  The only thing is I couldn't be there at the hearing.  And so - but I did get amnesty in the end.  So that was more or less it.

	The TRC, I don't know, I've seen this chap, Craig Williams, for instance, you know after admitting all these things, these are murders, that's something else a bungled up military operation is just plain murder, and he goes on the BBC and he says "Oh, yes, given the circumstances I would do it again", see, I found that difficult.  That thing of the TRC that you could give all the truth in exchange for amnesty and you didn't need - they didn't need contrition.

	Personally I felt bad what had happened in Pretoria because it was a bungled operation, it went off too early and so on, and probably I think not even we should have taken that target because it was in town.

DS:	Did you know the target?  It says here you ... 	[interrup-	tion] 

HP:   No, when I drove the car I didn't know the target.

DS:   Okay, you didn't know at the time?

HP:   No, I had seen the target before on the list, one of 	the lists, but - that's my personal opinion not necessarily MK view, that at that particular moment with the policy we had it was too much in town.  It's true they were hiding in town and they were hiding under the population, the white population and all that and we tried to find other targets but they were - they... [inaudible] building on top of families, they were on top of this, they were on top of that, they actually were hiding.  So it was - it's a difficult situation, difficult decisions for - .

	And the someone else apparently did a rekkie and found 

	that at a certain moment actually even though it was in 

	town there was full of soldiers there and almost no 

	civilians.  Right, so it was a different situation and I had 

	seen it before.  But no, at the moment when you're driving 

	the thing unless you have done the whole thing, which 

	wasn't true, I was working on a different project, I didn't 

	know the target, but apart from that I think I would have 

	been upset it was such a slaughter.   Do you remember?

DS:   Ja.

HP:   Ja.  Now if perhaps whites came to their sense after that 

	and realised what the ANC could do, that they were 

	actually dependant on the sense of responsibility and the 

	

	moral values of the ANC because if we could attack there

	and then we could also attack very easily in white areas.  I 

	mean, there was nothing to it.  Very easily, and the ANC 

	didn't do it.  They did it all the time, they attacked, they 

	shot wherever they wanted and we didn't do it.  But they 

	did realise after that attack I think that they actually 

	depended on MK for not doing it.  

DS:  So now we have come to the end of our interview, but before we close on that I just want to hear your comment on the USA action on Iraq.  Would you say it's the same as they have done with Vietnam or - ?

HP:  It's different times.  I mean, I was in the peace movement in Belgium so I have been writing about it also.  Okay, Vietnam was like a left-over of a colonial period and it was into the whole Cold War kind of ideology.  Of course the imperialist thing is the same in the sense that "We've got the weapons, we can do what we want in the world".  The Iraq thing is more complicated.

DS:   Before we go into that, can I pause?

HP:   More horrible.
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DS:   We are back.  Just briefly on the USA intervention on Iraq.

HP:   Okay, well, that's the first, a new imperialist move, I 

	mean, the United States are just expanding and this is that 

	kind of domination of the world in the way that we've 

	never seen before, going everywhere they want and doing 

	everything they want.  Basically for control, I think, oil, 

	but also political, police control and so on.

	Already Afghanistan was ridiculous.  I mean, if you go back a moment, okay, happened this 11th of September.  I have no sympathy for a terrorist attack, although I must say they were pretty well-targeted and they probably needed a hell of a lot of preparation.  If you have a bit of experience of MK or so you know, you know that.  So all this nonsense that they were telling us in the beginning there's these people who have learnt to fly a little Cessna plane and so on, it's nonsense, absolute nonsense.

	So okay, they react now, what do they do?  Attack a country and not attack the root.  You can't.  The Boers know it, they couldn't beat us militarily so how are they going to beat Bin Laden militarily and they don't even know - or Bin Laden, or whatever the case is.  So even Afghanistan was just war for the sake of war, it was nothing to do with the terrorists.  And then they go for Iraq.  

	They have been before, whenever, when someone agrees 

	with, or is useful to them, like Moputu or whatever, or the 

	Boers here, and Iraq before, okay they helped them even 

	make war and the next day there is something they like 

	and they come in.  The problem the war is going to 

	destabilise completely the Middle East.  That's the whole 

	thing of Palestine and so on, and it's all that and that's not 

	going to have any peace and quiet in the whole Arab 

	region.

	And Iraq itself, the Iraqi people, I think Saddam 	

	Hussein is a terrible dictator, I have no sympathy for that man whatsoever nor for his party, very ideologically also dangerous for all the Arabic countries, if you read into them.  But the Iraqi people, you know we had this discussion in the ANC sometimes what happens if someone would come, like the United States or so with their army and chuck out the Boers, I mean, liberate South Africa?  It doesn't work like that.  You can't be liberated by someone else, you've got to liberate yourself.  You can be helped and have all the solidarity in the world, you can have everything, but it doesn't help especially in countries where there are no democratic institutions, traditions, nothing.  You have to build up these things in this... [inaudible] so it doesn't work. 

	And apart from the United States and on top of it they're using, like Nelson Mandela said, Blair is like the Foreign Affairs Minister of Bush, now they've got Spain in there and so on and so forth, they are corrupting the whole world.  They are giving I don't know how much to Chile, to Angola, they are offering I mean gold and I don't know what.  I mean, that's not the way United Nations is going to be a security organisation for the world.  So okay, they've been forced to go to the United Nations by the anti-war movement in the United State, so that's actually a good thing.  But I mean they are violating everything.

	And it's very dangerous because who is the next one, who 

	is the next one?  This is going on and on, it's very, very 

	extremely right-wing.  Very militarist, the United States.  

	So I think the feeling in Europe in the first place is that 

	they've got to be stopped somewhere.  I mean, it's not that 

	France and Germany and Belgium and so on think they are 

	going to stop the imperialism of the United States 

	altogether, it's not that they are not allies in lots of other 

	things, but yes, they are convinced that they must stop 

	this imperialist thing somewhere if they can.

	Now how far they will go, I don't know.  But it's a very, very dangerous thing.  And of course Africa, like all the African governments say with reason it's going to be a tremendous setback on everything.  Pakistan, India, I mean, the whole region, and everyone I think in the whole world.  I mean, if they start this whole thing.

DS:   We're going to experience a Third World War basically if 

	Bush continues with this.

HP:  Of course, I mean, he's disarming his enemy before attacking, I mean what kind of a thing is that?  That's not even a war, I mean ... [interruption] 

DS:   It's a direct attack.

HP:   And this whole - it really gets me almost more then 

	everything else, is this militarist talk.  You know this kind 

	of when you want to talk to your troops and you're going 

	to - ja, there's bad and there's good.  There's friends and 

	there's enemies and you just... [inaudible] tomorrow 

	they're enemies and their whole discourse is very 

	militaristic discourse, very fascist finally.  Ja, it goes on 

	and on and no one is stopping it, and in the peace 

	movement people sometimes fall in that trap in Europe. 

	They say "No, what he says is not true, Saddam Hussein 

	hasn't done a genocide of the Curds, it was actually 

	crossfire and it's different", I said "What are you trying to 

	prove?  You don't have to make an angel of Saddam 

	Hussein to be against the war".  The people fall in that 

	trap, they want to deny it and they want to have - okay, 

	now that's how good he is, Saddam Hussien, how bad the 

	US is because they are imperialists and so on and so forth. 

	They must be very careful they do not fall into that trap.

	Now South Africa doesn't do it.  There's no, not even in 

	the anti-war coalition also, there's not that problem here.  

	And I think the stand of the government is correct.  I 

	mean, they could come out a bit more, but I don't know.  

	Everyone is very worried about what's happening.  

	Everyone is worried.  Everyone's very insecure.

	On top of it of course for Europe if they attack Iraq, Iraq 

	is against fundamentalism, this whole [Bascist-unclear] 

	idealogy, ja, but never mind they are also Arab, Pan-

	Arabic nationalists and so on, and they will have an 

	avalanche of locations they already have of terrorists.  I 

	mean, I'm not with the terrorists but I understand that they 

	are just fed up.

DS:   Helene, I heard that you've written a book lately, what is it all about?

HP:   I've been writing the story of my detention for a long time 

	for the simple reason that I think it should be known, what 

	I've said little about, the mechanisms that's used, it's not 

	only in South Africa, it's an international thing.  And I 

	haven't managed to get it into shape yet and published.  

	Really good.

	The book I'm preparing now is for next year, that's a journalist book.  Different, not personal.  And it's - well, I told you that, it's about South Africa after, a kind of assessment I don't want to call it.  It's more a journalist thing, trying to have some facts.

DS:   And also your mission in South Africa?  You've been 

	giving interviews all around, would you like to -?

HP:   Ja, I've had now I've got a bit over 2-months and I hope to come back in a few months more.  My only reaction is emotional.  The first days I was like dazed.  It was very strong but I couldn't react, I mean, it was - ja.  I mean, someone would start crying or something, I can't.  It's just coming inwardly.  But I love this country, I love it, I mean, I would like to stay here but I don't think - I don't know.

DS:   Okay, now we have come to the end of our discussion, of 

	our interview.  Thank you very much for your time, we 

	appreciate it and I would like to say I'm honoured to 

	interview you.  Thank you.

HP:   Thank you very much, a very good programme you do.

INTERVIEW ENDS
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