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DS:	Good afternoon and welcome.

KN:	Thank you.

DS:	My name is Dimagatso Shongwe from the Documentation Centre.  Today we are interviewing Dr Kovin Naidoo.  Thank you for coming.  Should I call you Dr Kovin or Naidoo?

KN:	Kovin is okay.

DS:	All right.  Dr Kovin, could you please tell us a little bit about yourself, where and when you were born?

KN:	I was born in Chatsworth many years ago, and I attended Chatsworth Secondary School and thereafter came to UDW.  From UDW I went to study Philadelphia - I practised optometry for one year, studied optometry at UDW.  I've then practised for one year in private practice, got a bit bored with it and left for the U.S. to study on a Fullbright scholarship.  Spent two and a half years then came back and I joined the University of Durban as a lecturer.

DS:	Okay.  Just to go back a little.  Would you mind to tell us a little bit about the history of your family, whether your parents were born here in South Africa?

KN:	My parents were born in South Africa.  My father came from a farming community called Sawoti.  My mother grew up in ...[unclear] in an area called Kerwood and they - my mother was a housewife and my father was a bookkeeper and they then moved - well then they got married, they lived in Fairview in Chatsworth and one of the earliest people to get there and I basically grew up and schooled there.

DS:	Your grandparents?

KN:	My grandparents were born in South Africa as well; it goes back some generations as well.

DS:	Okay.  Will you still remember you started attending primary school?

KN:	I think roundabout '25, around there.

DS:	If I may ask, the community you lived in, how was it like?  Was it sociable?

KN:	It was actually a fairly close community, you know, we always got on very well with people and spending most of our time in each other's houses and very ...[unclear] close, everybody was in everybody else's face as well, you know?  Everything, the gossip was just tremendous but I guess it's part of the history of living in a township and I remember coming from my friend when I came to campus, I was just getting to the soccer ground for an hour because I used to stop along the road to talk to all the neighbours who are sweeping up their yards outside and my brother and I did well academically so immediately gave you some respect even if you were the worst person in the district but if you got good grades everybody would come and talk to you and stuff like that.  But it was nice, I mean it was a very supportive environment and I think in many ways it shaped our values a lot because I must admit that while initially my parents battled when they got married, my father had a lowly administrative work but in relation to our neighbours, you know, being a bookkeeper we didn't have excesses but we had everything we needed.  But that was not the situation with my neighbours, most of them their parents were factory workers and lived under much more difficult conditions and that and one of the things my mom would do was to bring the kids of the neighbours to our yard to help clean the yard and they'd get paid and we won't get paid and that was one of the early lessons we kind of had was because you had everything, you had more than them rather, therefore you don't get paid.  So I think, you know, living in that environment helped us a lot because some of our neighbours were really poor.

DS:	So if I may ask, who is the eldest in the family?

KN:	I have a sister who is older than me and a brother who is older than me but he is one year older than me so we kind of grew up together.

DS:	Okay.  Are they also educated as you are?

KN:	My elder sister is an accountant, my brother, PhD in political science and philosophy from Oxford University and my younger sister is a dentist.

DS:	From primary school you went to high school?  Can you remember where?

KN:	I think it's important to note that the primary school I went to was a ten-classroom primary school.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	With 60% - 80% of it ...unclear] percent was brick.  It was only one block, administration blocks that was bricks because it was one of the schools built by the early settlers in Chatsworth and I think it also shaped my experience with ...[unclear], it was very simple in outlook but it was very close-knit, you know, you only had ten classrooms to ...[unclear] about and it was, you know, didn't have much facilities in terms of a sports ground or anything of that sort but it compensated in many ways by the kind of attention that you got and it was always like debating class and discussions and I really think it shaped us.  In fact a lot of graduates from that school have done fairly well in later years because of the kind of grounding that we got.

DS:	Okay, it's from Sub A up to Standard Five?

KN:	I did up to standard four there and at standard five, when I reached standard five, just started standard five, I was desperate to go to school that had some decent facilities.  At primary school I wanted to see - I mean our sports grounds was sand only, it was just like a small car park and that was it and so they tried to force, keep me behind and they asked me to stay and I decided that I wanted to go to big school, a big primary school, to the Bennett School.

DS:	Did you play any sporting ...[unclear]?

KN:	Always, actually.  Athletics and primary school, soccer.  I did karate for many, many years.  I started very early in life.  You know, people don't believe me I was actually Natal champ twice.  So in karate but as I started growing bigger and the others were getting bigger than me and I was still small and so I realised to the strategic ...[unclear] from karate I was going to get bashed up and that but other than that I think that in a sense those are the main sports that we had.  Athletics was a big part of my life.

DS:	Okay, then you went to this new school in standard five?

KN:	Yes, they forced me to do gymnastics which I hated but they said if I didn't do gymnastics I won't be able to play soccer so I did it.  But it was a good school; it had more competition, Rhodes Memorial.  The first one was Chatsworth, State aided, it was aided by the State and it was good, there was more competition and that, you know, I think it prepared me for high school.  But it's still my life at that point, so that point it was very, very academic, you know?

DS:	Okay, so the conditions at school, how was it?  Social life?

KN:	It was fairly good.  Some of the schools, you know, it had more resources, facilities and the teachers were fairly motivated like in my previous school and I think it helped a lot.  It didn't have a lot of ...[unclear], you know, it was a simple school, just straight forward, just to ...[unclear] the ground, that's it and we didn't have fancy equipment etc. but the teachers were very levelly motivated and you know, something about education at that time if I think back on it and you know, my school teachers are coming at 6.30 in the morning to prepare for inter-school sports or prepare ...[unclear] in the evening to prepare for debates and stuff so I got very lucky I think, you know?  It was a school, was a typical Catholic school with the basic resources.  It had - the coacher was very good at that school.  A lot had to do with I think the leadership of the principal on top.

DS:	Okay.  Was it far from where you were living?

KN:	It was very close, you know, walking distance.

DS:	Okay.  So who were the teachers who, you know, who you were inspired by or who encourage you to continue with your studies or it suits them but you want to do the best out of whatever you're doing?

KN:	At Point school I wouldn't say that any teacher stood out.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	I really felt that at primary school level I got overall support, you know.  Generally I think if you were a good student you usually do well in class but all the teachers would give you encouragement and everybody wants to be like worthy, you know?  I can't really say so nobody really stood out but I think our history teacher stood out in a different way that when I think about it now, that was the first exposure to more broader thinking that I got, you know, around - actually no, I must go back.  There was a Mr Mohamed in our primary school whose interpretation of history, in the first school that I was, was actually quite good.  He would stop at a point, he always said - he would realise later that Dingaan was not bad, you know?  He will tell you the story upon which he's teaching and he said but, think about it, what you must think about is who is taking whose land, you know?  So he brought you to a point, he never spoke local politics and all, just modern politics.  He would in the course of explaining history that way because the text book's ...[unclear] that Piet Retief was the hero and it was the other way.  So there was need for him to make intervention, he doesn't ...[unclear] and then the history teacher and ...[unclear] was equally forward thinking in his approach, you know, as a debating master so I got to know ...[unclear] M.D. Naidoo.  So I think that those two may have thrown some of the first seeds of ...[unclear] but I must admit at this point the bad thing of this was this culture of competition.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	And I was really caught up in it.  So all I could think about was go to school and compete, you know, to be the best student, to be the best athlete, to be the best soccer - right, so at that point even though that was my focus, to come first in the standard, to be in the soccer team, to be the captain and it was - I really started being politicized as such.

DS:	Okay, why are you saying it was bad, the culture of competition?

KN:	To the point of competition, you know, to be good at only what benefits you, you know?

DS:	Okay.

KN:	It wasn't - I can't remember early messages, I think good at something that benefits other people, you know?  I mean they could have said you've got to be - I said to my students to be highly educated because it empowers you to change society, you know?  It's different from saying you must be - you must come first in class because you can be very - you can go some place eventually but everything is for yourself.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	You know, I think it's necessary to contextually it a bit different, you know, about why we should do well academically and I think we should encourage people.  I call my good students into my office and say you're doing very well, you know?  Think about it, think about an academic career, think about other things you can do with the skill you have and you know, maybe you should help some of your classmates or things like that, but telling them it's nothing wrong to be the best, you know, and strive for that.  So that message didn't come across in that way but it wasn't equally, I'd say it wasn't really a destructive message as such.

DS:	Okay, so you completed your Metric at the last school?

KN:	No, no that was one year then I went to Chatsworth High School, which was at that point was a strange school.  It was a basic school, you know, didn't have anything unique in its facilities, etc.  They were strange in a sense that it occupied a disproportionate amount of authority when you spoke about schools.  Chatsworth High was a D school so you wouldn't go to it in a working class area which is where I lived, we had a fair amount of middle class like doctors' children, lawyers' children, etc. coming from out of Chatsworth to that school because every year in the top ten in the country there'd be a Chatsworth Secondary person so the standard of education was very high and the competition was intense and then it also had a good reputation with sport.  

DS:	Okay.

KN:	In fact prior to that it had an extremely good reputation just on sport and then the academics became its major forte and I think it brought a lot of diversity in the class.  We had a lot of people from different backgrounds, economic backgrounds being particularly in the A class.  They'd grade you academically according to your performance and it led to very - lot of debates which are not always amicable debates, you know, but I think it helped everybody in terms of our perspective.  It also had a unique feature in the sense that a significant percentage of the students were of African origin.  They came from a community called the Zanzibari Community who happened to be Muslims but who came from what we - from what I understand is their roots can be traced to Zanzibar, the Island of Zanzibar and you must have been brought here by slave traders and because they were Muslim, the Indian community had supported them about being close to the Indian Community and somehow apartheid allowed that, the apartheid government allowed that because they used the religious reasons to classify them and not their ethnic origins.  Then they ended up being at school with us which means that, you know, I was friends with people who were with a different race which I think Chatsworth that made it unique, as such, Chatsworth School because they lived right next to the school there basically and we interacted a lot.  The sad thing is that many of them started to deny their African origins.

DS:	All right.

KN:	You know and would almost get very angry if you spoke to them in Zulu on the street or something, you know, because they would see themselves as Zanzibarian and Zanzibarian almost started becoming like another race, you know, which really wasn't the situation, it was just ...

DS:	So what did they speak, which language?

KN:	They spoke a language that originated from Zanzibar but they spoke English mainly and some of them spoke Zulu, but ...

DS:	They didn't want to be classified as a Zulu, ethnic ...

KN:	No, no, no, definitely not but their origin - and they were not Zulu.

DS:	All right.

KN:	You know, I mean but their origins were Africa, you know, and - but the nice thing about it is that it was my first exposure to racial diversity, you know, and I became friends with people, that's when I learnt to listen to Allegro’s music and those kind of things because you were influenced by the way you were growing up and I would spend a lot of my holidays in the so-called Zanzibari area, you know, because we would - I was friends with Area, very close friends and he lived there and it was - I think without realising it helped shaped your perspectives somehow.

DS:	So in your school as well as in your community you didn't have any racial tension?

KN:	No, actually we didn't.  There would be the odd problem between students but you know, I remember that none of those issues became Indian/Zanzibari issues, it just was an issue, you know?  So we didn't have much tension.  I think the religious connections and all that made differences.  I mean not to say that everybody was hugging everybody, there were still barriers I mean like because one grew up like separate from the others except that that area where they were separated, there were Indian families integrated there so there was people who came from those areas, Indian students who came from those areas were more integrated with the Zanzibarians and the community but people came from other areas obviously who had not interacted before but I came from the other area and you know, for me it was great because I got some experience of interacting with different people and there was the odd - there were couples, integrated couples and stuff like that because they had this classification it never really ...[unclear].

DS:	Okay, you said the religion was mostly - what about the other religious groups, they didn't have any problem with them?

KN:	No, I think generally in Indian community religion was not; in Chatsworth was not an overt issue.  In fact I realised what the issue it was about being different religion and being Indian, you know, with an Indian community.  When I came to UDW, you know, you could see Muslim students fit under the ...[unclear] in one corner, I mean you know, people were more dogmatic, the Hindu students and Muslim students were fighting with each other on campus and stuff like - we grew up like us when everybody's religion doesn't matter, you know?  There was a Milano from Cape Town, Faried Isak who once said, spoke here and he said you know, the reason he walks without religion is when he was young he had to go to his neighbour for food and it didn't matter that the food wasn't - that she was not Christian and the food was not Halaal because he said when you're poor and when you're eating the food from your neighbour you can't see your neighbour has a problem, she's your saviour, you know and you depend on people so I think in some way that's what happened in Chatsworth.  Religion was a lesser issue in Chatsworth than it was when we came to campus because I think in campus there were more middle class people here to who were coming from the more affluent Indian areas and perspectives were a bit different.  

DS:	Oh, okay.  So here we're talking about your high school.  So you continued with the history in high school?

KN:	No in high school I did until standard seven but then I did science like everybody else.  You know, if you were a top student you had to be a doctor but I'd like to be honest with you, in my earlier years I was going to be a lawyer, you know, and then it just when I - standard six, seven came and I just was into science and I thought maybe being in health care would be good for me because it merged both my science interests and my peoples interests, you know?  But my first two at high school I was very run-of-the-mill competing for first position and caught up in that and not socialising much.  Actually I was very introvert at that time.  Nobody believes it now but - and then in standard seven was when the school boycotts started.

DS:	Okay, why?

KN:	That was against the apartheid education in standard seven.

DS:	Okay, what year was that?

KN:	1979.

DS:	'79?

KN:	1979 and it - no sorry, no that was in 1980.  1980, ja and that really changed a lot of things for me.  It was also a tough year because my mom died that year and I was in standard seven at that point and in 1980 the school boycotts were quite prominent across the country and I initially, because my mom had just passed away, actually I was not really active in the boycott at all, initially I didn't join it.  I just didn't want to be a part of anything and just a couple of weeks after that but then I eventually joined the boycott and I was just part of it, my brother was more active and playing more a leadership figure but I was just part of it.  But when the boycott ended we formed a youth movement after that, just called Helping Hands.  It had been started some adults, one of my teachers were involved but more as a social club and then there was like we took it over and made it a youth club and my brother was first chairman and I was the vice-chairman but it had a broad agenda, athletics, you know, social activities etc. and one of the reasons we did that was that we'd come out of the boycott and we now wanted a political vehicle but in the Indian community at that time if you went in with an overt political tool there was a lot of fear, it wasn't like in the African townships where there was a culture of just rising up, you know?  If your parents scolded you then you stopped being involved, there was this whole ...[unclear].  So we need a vehicle that we could bring people into the political movement but through the back door and before the parent realised it they could then be politicized and it worked perfectly, it was helping us begin ...

DS:	Would you say that's when you started to be politically active then?

KN:	Not very - yes, we started at that point with the Helping Hands involvement but our first one was to raise funds for the KwaZulu drought relief.  In fact I think that started just before I joined, that's how my brother and some other people were involved and then after that when we took over we started things like extra tuition, an athletic club, a soccer club etc. and it grew quite dramatically and then the early politics we introduced in it, it was a non-racial sport, you know, not collaborating with Whites or what and explaining to people why we should play SACOS sport which was South African Council on Sport, why we should be SACOS sport and not other sport and that was the first bit of politicisation and the fact that we had affiliated clubs to SACOS was an excuse to say that oh, we're part of this organisation, what is it about and that's how we introduced the politics.  So it grew quite well and then in '81 when I was in standard eight, the anti-republic day festival boycotts occurred and I was very central to it, I was one of the leaders of the boycott.

DS:	Why was it boycotted?

KN:	Against the Republic Day Festival.  They wanted to give us the 31st May as a public holiday and we wanted to go to school because we felt that we should not celebrate your republic.

DS:	Oh.

KN:	So we said no, 31st May must be a normal day, we're going to come to school and they obviously refused so we went on boycott and protested and whatever.  It was initially successful and then they threatened the students with expulsion and a lot of students returned to class.  We didn't and 25 of us were expelled from school.  So we received banning orders, we were not allowed to get back to school that year from the Minister of Law and Order.  We then went to court on a trial case.  We kind of won the case, they allowed us to write exams at the end of the day but they refused to allow us back into school for that year.

DS:	You were doing standard eight by this time?

KN:	Ja.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	So I was not allowed to go into the school, set my foot  on school, not communicate with the students and the contention was that we were a danger but if you are at school we're going to start another boycott, whatever.  So my brother and myself and some other students - my father, every night we told him that - why you boycotting?  We said no, the other are boycotting, if we don't boycott we get into trouble.  Gets a call from the headmaster and said your sons are the ringleaders here.  So that burst our bubble that year because, you know, we were always scared of the situation of being at home.  But my father was very good, I must admit.  He said look, to the headmaster, said look, if they're expelled and I've got to support them and try to work out what they can do because we both were top students in our school and in fact just prior to the boycott one of my teachers had approached me and said you know, you're doing very well, you know, you'll be a head prefect at the school and then a week later I got expelled so they were not too thrilled with me, even the teachers, you know, because they felt that we shouldn't do it.  So we got - we spent that year, it was a good experience, at home.  All of us studied together during the day.  We got notes from students who were in school, they were very supportive.  

DS:	How long was your banning orders?

KN:	For one year.

DS:	For one year, okay.

KN:	For one year but we wrote the exam at the end of the year.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	Most of us passed and we were able to go back to school so in standard nine I got back to school.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	And then once I was back - but in that year was the year when a lot of other political activity.  We were at home so we were involved in the anti-local government elections via the Natal Indian Congress and you know, politics was at that time, the word got around there was these two brothers that were expelled and they fully knew it, the NIC which was the Natal Indian Congress, leadership was sitting in my house and trying to say they now say help.  When I think about it, I did that too.  You go there to help them but you really want to recruit them, you know.  Farouk Meer was in my house one night with all the parents and saying how bad it is, what happened and then after that they said you've got to come to NIC meetings, you know, on the said there they would talk to you and that's how we got involved and they did the right thing, it was for the struggle, it wasn't for their personal thing and so we spent that year, there were about ten of us in Chatsworth, people like Maggie Govender, Shoots Naidoo and Charm Govender played a big part - and Roy Padayachee, played a big part in our lives.  We were the kids, they were the university people, the working people and they got us involved in NIC and for that year there were about 10 of us and we basically did field work in almost every house in Chatsworth from one end to another.  It's a bloody big township but every Saturday, every Sunday, every evening.

DS:	So what were you doing?

KN:	Visiting people telling them not to support the local government elections, you know, trying to win people over to a progressive position, explaining to them the importance of non-racialism.  It was quite a problem for me because then I was young and most of the time you were talking to adults and they'd say who the hell are you to tell me?  How old are you?  You know, that kind of thing.  But we gained a lot of success because the minority of the community voted in those elections right through the boycotts.  At night we would spray, use spray cans to spray "sell out" on the houses of the candidates' walls, at the train station, the swimming pool.  So we lived like double lives.  Our lives really changed.  In that one year we started doing all these things that were considered illegal and it was a number prior to the - we were the top students at school, we were the model pupils and suddenly that one night we were spraying the station and the police started chasing us and then, you know, so our lives changed a lot in that year that we were expelled and then we went back to school, we continued organising students.  We fought for an SRC.  We were never successful, we had a prefect system and then I refused to be a prefect because I said that unless you give us an SRC we cannot support the prefect system and then we motivated ...

DS:	If I may ask, what was the difference then of the prefect system?

KN:	The teachers elected the prefects and the students elected the SRC and we kind of compromised and said we exist - co-exist with a parallel system.  You know, give us an SRC that deals with student issues and you can use prefects to walk around and do whatever and it was very tough, they wouldn't listen to us but I was, by this time, you know, in standard eight just prior to getting expelled, I'd broken the Natal record in long jump and I'd gone provincial colours so I was walking around with a green blazer in school which was quite prestigious at that time and then being, you know?  And obviously your influence from students was great because you were doing well at school but you were also doing well at sport so we had used all this during the boycotts and standard eight and the last exam we wrote unexpelled and ...[unclear] got biased in the standard for that last exam and then thereafter the - in standard nine, when we came back, we still continued with our sport.  Both my brother and I we both got provincial colours, you know, quite involved in winning all the competitions and stuff like that.  Mainly 100 metres and 200 metres but at the same time we started organising the students.  But I'd taken a conscious decision that I'm not going to compete with the level that I was competing in before and you know, I didn't spend as much time studying any more so my grades dropped and I kind of started finishing off.  My target was to just be in the top ten or so, you know, because you know, to compete at that level you have to give up everything and just do academic work only and after being expelled and being exposed to so many different things in life you suddenly realised there was so much more to life than just only studying, you know?  And it's a pity that our school system, in order to be at the top usually that's what it demands, you know, because you have very bright people who can give a lot to society and so I can strike a balance and it was great, I enjoyed the last few years of my school, you know, and I really went wild, had many - you know, all the girlfriends and all those things happened in that time, you know, I was like I'm just going to live life now, you know, kind of thing and I think standard eight and everything was a turning point in my life at least.  And then my brother left school to complete his Matric through the technikon because the teachers - one or two teachers were still giving him a hard time.  They were -and he was not comfortable in the school so he left to study on his own.  I stayed on, finished my Matric through the school and then came to UDW but I think just from the period maybe one thing to say is that we don't come from a political family.  What the reality is that we actually got socially conscious and involved through religion.  My parents were fairly devout Hindus but my mother in particular, always - her religion was the way you lived not how much you prayed.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	She did, she went into the prayers, we'd go to the services and the burgeons and whatever but she always raised this thing with us that, you know, if people gossip after the service group, you know, which is equivalent to church service and after she would say to us that these ladies think they are religious, you know?  They forget what they did in the last hour and so we had a very broad concept of religion, it was life, it was you had to be good to people and whatever and so when the political issues came it was like we had to be involved in it, you know, we were reading stuff about the - historically in India how the triumph of good over evil in Hinduism, whatever and I remember asking my what you called a Guru at that time, but like a Sunday school teacher.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	Asking her well then, if you say that good must fight over evil then shouldn't we as Hindus be fighting apartheid because there is racism in this country?  And I said to her, don't you think that it's wrong the way some of the people we live with treat the domestic workers because if you're saying that all are equal in Hinduism then as much as we should be equal to Whites, it should apply the other way, you know?  And you could see, I mean she was from Fiji or something and to her that was politics so we had a bit of argument, you know?  But what happened eventually, I think, is that my mom's values and even my dad, that was the way that they brought us up, to see religion in its broader context and I remember having long discussions even in primary school with my mom.  Large mental discussions, you know, and the discussions always revolved around values in life and I think it's what - which really somebody asked me, my family, then why did you get politicized?  I said I had no choice because the morals had been installed and the morals dictated that I'd get politically involved.  There was no NIC history in my family, you know, there was nothing of that sort, it was just, that was all that I could say influenced me in high school period to get involved and do things.

DS:	Okay, if I may ask, the death of your mother, I believe it had a very negative impact on the family and how did your father manage to raise you without ...?

KN:	You know, when we were in standard six which would have been thirteen years, my mum called us and said - she was alive then and gave us the front door keys and she said - we were going out one night and just started going to parties and you know?  And she said "Just tell me what time you're coming back but open the door on your own.  I've taught you everything I can in life, if you mess your life up I won't know what more to do."  Because we grew up, where we lived right at the base of our driveway the worst gang in Chatsworth lived.  That's where they stood 24 hours of the day.  I didn't have to smoke marijuana, I just had to go outside and sniff it.  It was in there all the time, that was where the drugs were sold from and everything and she felt that, she was like - she kept us like very tight, initially, you know, very strict.  So she felt - so she said, you know, if I continue doing this I'm going to hinder your development.  I've done all I can and this is what you guys must do.  So I think it was, you know, my father had the responsibility of fortunately maintaining us and providing for education which was tough for him, but I think in terms of values and going off track it had been instilled by them, by both of them but predominantly by my mom, you know, and so when she died in 1980, I mean, you know?

DS:	What year?

KN:	1980 when we were in standard seven.  By then, I think, the influence had been there and we've managed fairly well to continue with the things that she wanted.  In many ways it gave us the strength, it's like you could not fail because you promised us.  So that was it but you lost out in terms of affection and those kind of things but not in terms of discipline.  I just think it's maybe I wish I can one day say the same that I can instill values so early in somebody and it stays forever, you know, that you don't have to come back and keep reinforcing it because that's what happened with us and it was there and we lived by it, whatever we'd been taught.

DS:	Okay, coming back to high school.  So after you - when did you go to Matric?

KN:	1983.

DS:	1983.  You had no difficulties?

KN:	No.

DS:	Okay, after that where did you go?

KN:	I came to UDW to do a Bsc.  I wanted to do medicine but my grades were not as good as it should have been for medical school.  I had, obviously like I told you, I spent most of my final years in Matric.  The UDF was launched that year so we spent most of our time doing work for the UDF, hardly studied whatever.  I passed comfortably and then came and decided well, no I'll do a Bsc. first and then also it gave me a chance to decide where I wanted to go.  

DS:	Okay, so if I may ask, you chose to come to UDW, you didn't have any other ideas of going to other institutions.

KN:	Well unless I did medicine I would have gone to Natal Medical School but those days you had limited choices as to where you could go.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	I mean if you chose to go to a white university you'd had to have special permission and a special ...[unclear].

DS:	So you avoided all that?

KN:	I didn't want to go through all that, I only applied at Natal Medical School and here and I don't think you even applied here at that time you just came and stood in a line.  You register, it was Bsc. today, so you just came and stuff like that.

DS:	Okay, so your life at UDW, how was it?

KN:	Well I think it really took another turn because when I came here I'd come as a community activist.  By then there were people on campus who had known about - I mean my brother was here a year earlier.  So it's almost like people were expecting, waiting for you, so when you came you had to go straight into the South African National Students' Congress.  That's the new name, actually, National Students.  SANSCO, that time you just went straight into SANSCO.  I got involved and '84 was the year when the tri-cameral parliament was launched which I think was probably like another milestone here in the life of UDW.  So we had to work that whole year to convince the community not to vote in the elections and to boycott elections.  So it was quite a hectic year, my first year and I had to adjust to university life and still be working every night and in the UDF campaigns and the UDF had been launched so it was this whole excitement and we were really growing.  We were working now with people form Lamontville and you know, all exposure and then that year was the year of the boycott as well, a long boycott.  We went on a boycott, we precipitated a crisis so that the campus will get closed and the whole idea was for the campus to close so that we can take the students into the community and used them for the election campaign.  Of course the students thought that the closure was just something that the admin was being difficult but it was something that the activists said I almost plotted, you know, I went into -it must have precipitated a bigger crises of course so that that will happen.  And that was what happened.  We spent a couple of weeks in the community, all the UDW students, length and breadth of the country.  I involved in this anti-election campaign and I was given an area called ...[unclear] Evenside in Chatsworth to coordinate.  It was quite an experience because it was a middle class area.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	Mobeni was the first part of Chatsworth which was well, more affluent people lived and we were fairly successful, you know, it was only 14.9 percent of the community that voted in the tri-cameral elections so we were very successful and then after that I got involved in the SRC in '86.  Oh, I started the sports union first.  When I arrived here there was no sports union at UDW, people should play a bit of sport.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	There was a big debate that we should not play sport while our community doesn't have the facilities.  To be honest with you, I thought it was a silly argument because I'd been coming from a background where we had used sport to build a political organisation, I mean our entire youth movement became one of the most powerful youth movements in the country in terms of minority areas as a result of sport and so, as a first year student - no, second year student, was it '85, go and stand in front of all these guys who'd been on campus all their lives and believed that you're a sell out to play sport, you're a sell out to play sport and I had to argue politically for the launch of the sports union and we were successful, we won the debate and we launched a sports union and it became one of the most vibrant structures of the SRC, it generated a lot of the new leadership of the SRC and it also was the platform where Indian and African students started relating to each other because we started getting a few African students coming to campus and I'm just using those terms for the want of a better term, so - and then the sports union became a fairly militant structure.  In '86 I stood for elections and got elected as a sports union rep on the SRC and the State of Emergency was declared and the sports union, during the State of Emergency, was the only executive to continue functioning and everything.  You know, it was meeting, it was planning so that when campus opened again it could be active and vibrant.

DS:	Okay, can we pause please?  

	We are back.  I just want to take you a little bit back in terms of the years in 1984.  Like you still got the boycotting of the tri-cameral system.  Would you like to explain what the tri-cameral system was all about?

KN:	It was ...[unclear] by the National Party government of that time to draw Indian and Coloured people into the system without really giving them power and ....[unclear] of the country from that and the progressive movement felt that it was a divide and rule strategy and we shouldn't support it so there were people like Rajabansi and J.N. Reddy and stuff that felt that we must use it as a platform to do things.  Obviously some of them or most of them were driven by the fact that there were a lot of incentives offered to people to be part of it and as a result we went about a campaign to oppose it and said - you know, I can remember one of the things we were seeing to people on field work is that it's your choice, you need to give the majority of the people in this country a clear message on which side you stand, you know?  If you vote in your numbers you are saying you vote for the oppressor.  If you don't vote you're with the oppressed and fortunately throughout the country I think the total poll must have been about 12, 13% or something of that sort but it wasn't much.

DS:	Okay, so let's come back to 1986 when you were elected as a sports union rep.

KN:	The SRC I had served on at that time was - the president was Vasu Gounden from Accord.  Vice-President was my brother, Kumi Naidoo.  Actually he wasn't the vice-president he was on the Executive and they were fairly strong figures, they had been on campus before me and so - but it was the first SRC because prior to this SRCs had been banned at UDW so it was quite a challenging SRC to be on because it involved a lot of work setting systems and getting everything in place.  It's like building a new movement.  Fortunately Vasu and them had started the year before I got on and - but I focused most of my energy on the sports union and I was doing a Bsc. at that time and I continued with the degree, I didn't try to leave after my first year.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	And so it was quite a hectic period but it was also a very challenging period, you know, there was always debates, political debates, meetings, etc. occurring and protests were called a lot, in each year there was at least two boycotts which were called and protests in town and stay aways, you know, we would support issues that are occurring outside and there was a new dimension round about '87, from '86 onwards, I would say, more and more African students came to the campus.  So it had of the militancy but I must say the militancy before that was very high, I mean in '85 there was in the newspaper the largest cache of petrol bombs was found at UDW because we expected the police to attack and we'd all gotten together and made our a whole lot of petrol bombs and we had a whole military strategy to ambush them in our block and we had people on each block being on the lookout and whatever.  So it was a fairly militant thing, a scary jump for me, you know?  In the community it was really non-violent type of activity.  But here, you know, given the violence on the campus we had to mobilise.  And then '87 - '86 was a tough year because it was also the year for the State of Emergency, we were on the run for a period the entire SRC, we lived - all lot of us lived in a - well, ten of us lived in a one room place somewhere in North of Durban, in Greenwood Park area and then we split up so that we could - because we got more accommodation.  We just moved from house to house during that period and we tried to run the campus from outside.  I was the newer member of the SRC and I was tasked with the responsibility of coming onto campus that the army had occupied the campus in '86.

DS:	Why?

KN:	Because of the State of Emergency and we refused to stop boycotting during that time and protesting so they came and closed the campus, came to look to arrest all the leadership and stuff like that.  So there were soldiers on our block taking over every block, even tea block, outside each lecture theatre there was a soldier with a gun to make sure that lectures occurring, that no disruptions occur.  So we started functioning from off campus, sending in people, throwing pamphlets on the quiet.  I remember we had started this thing where we send a notice that everyday at 12 o'clock everyone must stand up on the campus and sing the National Anthem in the cafeteria and the cops couldn't do anything because they couldn't find a leader so at automatically 12 o'clock everybody stood up.  Now we were off campus at this point because they were looking for us.  So eventually I was tasked - for the first time I removed my moustache, you know, and I looked very different and I came in with Kadi Govender and Rajbansi Naicker who were SRC members and we were like the less high-profile at that point on the SRC so we came in, I stopped at the  boom gate, the soldier told me "don't worry, Sir, sorry to inconvenience you, it's not you we're looking for it's these people" and he showed me my photograph and I said to him, you know, my father works very hard to send me to university, I mean I don't like to get involved with politics and these guys are really destroying our future so he was very happy with what I said so he let me go, he didn't search my backs and I had a lot of pamphlets with me.  And then we set up base, I had some friends in the biology department, I was dating somebody from that department, so we set up base in that laboratory was really very out in the bundus on campus, it's right on that side and we operated from there and we'd make posters the whole day and get people to go out and the women would wear skirts to campus and keep the posters under their skirts and when the soldiers turned their backs they'll have the Prestick everything on there, so they'll just pull it out and placed it and run away and Colonel met with the Rector with our Parents' Association and said "we know they are on campus, we'll find them, they're somewhere".  So it became - the more they did that the more we wanted to drive it - we realised now we were really irking them.  And at that time there was a TV programme called "V", it was about aliens and getting aliens out?

DS:	Ja, ja I remember.

KN:	So "V" became our slogan.  The soldiers out of the campus and all we do is put up a "V", posters all over and the first couple of posters said "soldiers off" and after that you just had to make V's and you know, these things captured the imagination of the students, even the apolitical students and so everybody was like "where are the SRC students?  Where are they?"  We were on campus, we were attending meetings and I even went to a lab session and I people I worked with the whole year, I did my lab and they didn't know it was me, I was in disguise.  So we kind of really got the campus, I think that really helped us to build a student movement and then our parents association, through people like Mr Ramberos and academics, certain academics on campus like Prof. Butler Hadden and other academics on campus were supporting us at that time.  You know, we were able to influence the direction which resulted in many ways that negotiations between the parents and the soldiers and then the soldiers left campus and we came back after that.  But on one day during that period I was tasked with coming and addressing the students together with Anil Ransaraj who was a very eloquent speaker and so Macs Moodley who was the ...[unclear] works chairperson, the registration chairperson, came on board and just plugged this mobile system and the soldiers were on campus on our block and we just stood on the quad and said students come together and people just came together in numbers because they would just wait for direction from the SRC and said to them, you know, leadership is alive, the struggle continues, the boycott must continue.  Don't give in and there's no time for discussion, we are instructing the student body, that was it and then they - the soldiers started running towards us and Anil and I ran through and went through an anatomy department and Prof. Hafagia, still on campus, took us and hid us amongst the dead bodies and we were there for like an hour and it was my first experience in that situation.  I hadn't started dissections at that point, so I hadn't worked with human bodies and it was a very tough experience.  Then he gave us Muslim caps and black coats and we used those and then he smuggled us off campus through the corridors, you know?  So it was quite a year, it was quite a hectic year but the student movement really grew at that point and the militancy I think was at an all time high.  It was really encouraging because the campus was predominantly Indian.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	Well, it was just a few African students on campus so we were still able to mobilise the majority of the Indian students to support us which was quite an achievement at that time because their parents would have generally wanted them to stay out, not necessarily conservative but wanted them to stay out and when we came back to campus it had generated a lot of new leadership, our organisation just grew and I think in many ways my brother, Kumi and myself, Pravashni Naicker, Kapdi Govender, the people from Chatsworth and that, one of the things that we started bringing into the mix was this old thing about community development because we got used to functioning under those conditions of working with apolitical people and trying to use alternative strategies outside the political movement to actually draw them into the mix and we became involved in those things.

DS:	So these boycotts and all that, it didn't affect your academic work?

KN:	I passed all those years, you know, I really was - it became a thing where we got used to it.  I mean I hardly went to lectures, you know, I was a UDW correspondent student but you know, I made sure I go for my pracs and that and what I do is we'd be in meetings, SRC meetings the whole day and even night, you know?  I got used to sitting up and studying and last minute cramming and stuff like that.  I never slept before a test on campus; I would sit from night till six in the morning, write it and then come back and sleep.  That was the way we survived, it was the only way we survived but I think it helped develop us a lot, you know, it forced us in many ways to discovers strengths that we hadn't been aware of.  So ja, we - okay I always passed and stuff like that.

DS:	So after completing your degree where did you go?

KN:	Well I didn't just - I finished my Bsc. and in 1988 I wanted to go to Wits to study medicine and I applied and I approached people to sit because I'd done fairly well during the course of the Bsc.  In those days you don't decide what you do, the collective decide and then the SANSCO branch at that time when I consulted people said no, because in September of '87 I'd been elected SRC president.  I stood for elections again, I'd been a sports, you know, coordinator but the sports union had become very powerful on campus and I had the most votes and stuff like that so I became president and when at the end of that year, after that election it was very clear that initially they do it in stages.  They say no, stand for elections, when you leave we need to win the election, you can leave after that and after that they say no, you're SRC president now you can't go.  So end of 1987 I was told in no uncertain terms you can't leave.  So I had to look for something else and then I looked and quite frankly, I knew the issue was I wanted to do something in health care.  So I looked at psychology honours, to do clinical psychology and then optometry.  I was refused optometry initially even though my grades warranted a place.  I mean I challenged their department, at that time he said to me oh no, I hadn't calculated your marks and I said well, I think it's victimisation and blah, blah, blah, so eventually they gave me a place, I got into optometry, because I had to stay on campus, I wasn't going to go anywhere and if the collectives said you can't go, you can't go.  It was ...[unclear].  But to be honest with you, I started - I'd become too much a part of UDW, it was almost like they helped me take my decision, you know?  And then when I got a place in optometry it really was there, you know?  And it worked to my advantage, I mean you know optometry was a profession I could do a lot of new things in, especially in public health, community health and things like that because it had not really gone down that road.  But then I was SRC president in '88, I was also doing optometry at the same time.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	So my second degree was optometry.

DS:	So this time boycotting was subsided actually?

KN:	No there was always - every year there was two boycotts.  In fact we became much more militant, I think, in many ways because the repression got worse and there was a time when our campus was being raided almost every day.  In June of '88 I was SRC president, I was on the run from the police so I wasn't staying at home and myself and Dennis Nkosi who was then my vice-president.  We had, yet we knew the police were looking for us and we had been staying elsewhere and whatever.  In fact Dennis and I slept in the SRC van for a couple of nights, parked it in front of his yard and just slept and we then in June of '88 one of my friends Lennie Naidoo, whom I had grown up with, well we were in the same school together.  Actually we were not friends at school, I only really got to know him when he had almost finished school.  He was part of our youth movement Helping Hands, he was part of the residents association and we were very involved there and in that Bayview area where I grew up there was a - we'd all been in one form or another either in the military wing or the political wing being recruited by the ANC underground.  So he was part of the military underground and he and a group of other Helping Hands members from the military wing and they then were involved in certain activities and one of them was bombing Rajabansi's house etc and so the police had found out after they had arrested Raymond Mataraj who had turned State witness at that point.

DS:	What year was this?

KN:	1988.

DS:	'88, okay.

KN:	So no, this happened probably in '87 and then in '88 - by '87 Lennie needed to leave the country so he went into exile and in '88 while trying to re-enter the country, four young people from Clermont, the guy who was working with them in Swaziland was a double agent it seems like and so they had been informed on and there was an ambush and he was shot.

DS:	So what do you mean double agent?

KN:	He was working for the State and as an ANC person.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	And so they were ambushed at the border post and was shot.  So when he died and I heard of this I went to his house to see his mother and I was taking his mother - obviously all of us were very affected by this, I mean it really devastated our youth organisation and the civic association etc. because working in the area there was a close knit group and people worked very closely together and so, you know, I think in that climate I had become a bit irresponsible, I knew I was on the run from the police from my campus activities but I took a chance and went to Lennie's house and the cops were watching his house, who was visiting and whatever and I had taken his mother, father and brother with me to town to meet with the parents of those who had died from Clermont because a lot of us were feeling that there should be a joint funeral, they lived together, they struggled together and they died together and unfortunately, the police followed poor me over on the highway and arrested me and said to me well, you know, we're arresting you because we've been looking for you and you know we're looking for you for a couple of months now.  So I wasn't arrested for the Lennie, for anything related to Lennie but it was around the campus activity.  So I ended up being detained under solitary confinement in June of 1998 and mistakenly thought that had no charges, this was going to be the usual two weeks type of thing but it never worked out like that it just stretched on and I was released in February of 1990.  During that time I continued being president of the SRC and then elections - students were protesting against my arrest.  Couple of weeks later Dennis Nkosi, the vice-president who was Mela Bob who is a lecturer now at UDW in Geography department and Abin Badel who is a lawyer in private practice, they were all arrested unfortunately because I'd been lying for the couple of weeks and I didn't want them to get arrested because the foursome had been quite active in orchestrating most of the things on campus.  So the police really thought, at that point I think they thought it was a time to destroy UDW SRC and then we moved in - I mean the pamphlets to sell racial division, the intimidation of students, they were camping on campus, I mean it really was they wanted to destroy us.  During my interrogation that is what they said to me.  We're going to keep you here, when you go out you won't recognise your campus because we will take it over, we going to destroy it, the SRC is nothing at the moment, etc.  And people like Ronnie Pather and Vanisha Govenor and Segen Reddy really stepped in and people in SASCO like Ganga, Japi, there was a whole lot of people that really came together as activists and they filled a gap, you know, and SRC and non-SRC people kind of made it, but they suffered, it was really tough.  People like Raja Naidoo were being attacked personally by students who were State agents and stuff like that.  State informers were joining SRC clubs.  It was really our darkest period.  So September there was SRC elections and there was a feeling - that my father came to, brought a document to me because they allowed him to visit me at that time and he said well, very unhappily, they want you to stand for SRC elections and they want you to sign the nominations form and he said to me you know, if you stand you're going to stay longer, if you don't stand you'll get released because the cops had spoken to him and said well, tell your son to back off.  So it was tough thing because my father was very supportive but the detention was taking its toll on him, he kind of looked like he had aged within a couple of months, you know, tremendously and I said to him, you know, look I know how you feel about it but this is my decision and I hope you'll support it but I'm going to sign this nomination form.  If I don't sign this form the students on campus are going to believe that we've been defeated and as it is we're under so much attack and we're so, you know, we're barely managing to hold things together because most of the leadership - not most but key leadership have been removed and other leadership have been under attack from all quarters.  So I signed it, so I stood and won the elections while in detention.  Dennis Nkosi got the second highest vote, and you know, we were all in prison at that time and you know, the students kept protesting for our release and things like that but we stayed for a long time, you know, when we came out in February of 1990.  During that time there was a death of a student on a sports tour.

 DS:	What was that course?

KN:	They went to Wits and it was a UDW student was fighting, it was political revellery and the reality is that the cops knew that some skirmish is going to happen before it happened because they told me in my interrogation not knowing that I had established a line of communication with the outside and they knew in advance, that they said oh, don't worry, there's a ...[unclear] happening, somebody is going to die and so I was in solitary and I wanted to get out because I wanted to write everything I said and smuggle it back into Dennis and ...[unclear], I mean so I faked illness in solitary, I didn't eat for two days and jogged on the spot and I thought I'd collapse, which I didn't.  So eventually I had taken the food from the night before, soaked it with water and kept it under my bed and then the next day I spread it all over as if I'd puked and then acted like I'd collapsed and they brought the paramedics and they checked my - I'd been studying physiology so I knew how to fake it.  They checked my glucose level and it was low and they said oh, he collapsed because of hypoglycaemia which is the diagnosis I was hoping they'd come to.  So they rushed me to King Edward Hospital and the doctors, they were very supportive, they admitted me and I said to them please admit me I just need 24 hours and then SRC people came to visit me and I said to them and that was it, somebody is going to die on that sports tour because that's what I'm picking up in my interrogation and people we thought were a risk who, because there was a target I think that Raji Naidoo was being targeted and here it would have been opportune, if an Indian student got killed on this campus during that time it would have driven a wedge between - they would have made it a racial thing because a part of their strategy at that point to create this racial tension between Indian and African students and fortunately and we then - I then told them that as president of the SRC I was asking for Raji not to go on that tour and he didn't.  Subsequently, being in detention I was able to -being in the hospital they transferred me to St Augustine's Hospital and I was able to communicate with the SRC a send messages back to other people as to what I'd said or hear what they had said, you know, it's easier to communicate with the outside than to communicate with another detainee who is in another police station.  I was at Brighton Beach police station at that point.  So we, I think, in many ways we all survived, managed, it's really the solitary and whatever.  We were eventually transferred to Westville Prison.  Dennis, Abeen and I were in the same corridor but when we were realised, myself, Abeen and Dennis were given banning orders.  Abeen was given a banning order first when he was realised.  I had to report, be at home every night.  I couldn't leave home every night to report to police station once a day, I couldn't address political gatherings and really it was trying to squeeze us out of the SRC.  So we got released on a Friday, I came to campus straight after that.  I went to my father's work place and came straight to campus and then that night all the activists came home because I couldn't leave home and the following morning I went to report at the police station but it was a UDW SRC rock concert and so I came and addressed a rock concert of ten thousand people.  So Monday morning the cops were back in my office, I was terrified, you're going to back and whatever and so we got warnings not to address meetings but I still continued, I still continued as SRC president and I still addressed meetings but if the meeting was billed as a political meeting I couldn't but as a student meeting I would because the feeling was that we shouldn't back down because that would give in to them to say we've been defeated.  That's the whole objective and that entire leadership lasted, we survived till our banning orders were lifted which was in 1990 when the ANC was unbanned on that day my banning order was lifted.

DS:	Okay, if I may ask, still on detention, do you still remember the people who were interrogating you from detention?

KN:	Ja, there was a guy, a Sergeant Caves who had made UDW his forte, that's what he wanted.  He wanted to specialise on UDW and destroy them.  So interrogated me most of the time but between him and I it was a psychological battle and I won eventually and I knew I'd won because he had constantly been trying to - I was concerned that they would know about my ANC links and he was trying to get it out of me and he knew of my brother's ANC links and he was using that to kind of draw a link and Lennie Naidoo - and he put Lennie Naidoo's photos in front of me and said impossible that you're not involved with the ANC.  These are your friends, these are the people you - I mean we recruited Lennie into the organisations and stuff like that and so he was pushing and I kept saying that I'm non-violent and they may be my friends but we don't agree on the question of violence, you know, that was my line and we kept having this debate and there was that Ellis Park bomb blast and during that bomb blast was ...

DS:	What year was that?

KN:	That was '88.  People got killed and he was really shaken by it, you know, he was angry and my bad luck on that day I made an excuse to see the doctor because I just couldn't take the solitary, I hadn't been interrogated for a while so I hadn't seen anybody.  In fact interrogation was an escape, you get out of yourself.  So I made a request to see a doctor for literally boil that I had on my finger, which didn't need to be seen.  Anyway, so he came to pick me up, all very frustrated and he said to me, you know, when you people take over I'll become a fucking terrorist, you know?  And I will come back and fuck you people up and he just lost it and I said to him "But you and I agreed in interrogation that we don't support violence, you're really disappointing me.  I told you I'm a non-violent man and I cannot agree with you."  And he was like a ...[unclear] because he tried to push me to acknowledge that I support violence and I got him and I put my arm around him through my interrogator and I said "you must be calm, you are disappointing me now", you know?  Remember I was psychiatry major at that point so, you know, and he just looked and me and it was like - and he said, "fuck you".  He took my file, took me straight to the Warrant Officer Dutton's office, he handed my file over and he said "you interrogate this guy, I'm not working with him any more."  Because I think for him he knew that the barrier, that's his strength, he had let his guard down and he had lost this battle with me and Dutton was really a joke.  I mean look, we went through the usual thing that everybody went through in detention but the quality of his questioning was weak so I could manipulate him, I mean and get around it and so, but still, it didn't help me, they still kept me there, you know, which became more and more frustrating because I think, you know, spending eight months without being charged is worse than eight months being charged because you know that this is your date of release and every Friday is a release date and you wait and you hope you are the one and you know, at Westville they announce over the intercom all the names of those being released and people would come and go and I'd be still sitting there and it just became a tough thing.

DS:	Okay, would you like to tell us about your ANC links?

KN:	Look, my involvement with the ANC was at a political level, I think there was political underground and military underground, very high-profile within the community and I would be involved in providing support to our people, you know, and we had a small unit with other people that will provide support to people.  We did, you know, various things like when people needed to go into exile or come in and support them and also make political analysis and supplied that.  One of the things we managed to sort of, which worked out quite well, is I made friends with Rupert Neville who was an optometry, white student from Kawisio who came to study optometry and when I was in detention I noticed a name Rupert Neville that had been written down all the multiple choice questions that they sent me to review because I wrote my exams in detention and we did that because I also wanted to, you know, also it became a big thing this writing of exams because I got one distinction and it was in the newspapers and stuff and it helped this whole thing about the State is victimising good students type of thing.  But when I came out I asked who is Rupert Neville and they said it's a white student in my class, so I went to him to thank him and I said - it was a Friday that I got released and I said I need to leave but some other guys are coming to my house and I said well, you should come with the activists, you know, he wasn't an activist.  He came home and then it's all history now, Rupert became one of my closest friends and you know, people I was closest to at that time I think would have been Rupert, on campus was Rupert and Dennis Nkosi and they - and also Kenny Mastry - and they, Rupert then got very actively involved and one of the things we did through that unit was we had set up a bullet manufacturing unit.  His stepfather was a rightwinger belonging to the - supported the AWB, would make bullets for the revolution, you know, and preparing and so on.  So we'd raid his - we made copies of keys to his armoury and we'll go in and we'll steal the shells and his bullets and eventually we bought a bullet making machine because if you had a white person doing it, it was okay to go in and buy all the gunpowder.  So we would do that kind of things, you know, in KwaMashu  people were fighting IFP at that point, they needed all this stuff when the police were attacking them they needed the thing so we provided that kind of support.  But I was very - the people I worked with was very limited people and because, you know, I remember that when we went on an SRC delegation to meet the ANC in Harare we met Thabo Mbeki and Jacob Zuma in '86 - '87 maybe.  '87 - We actually, you know, one of the things that was raised with us is that those of you have profiles to organise people within the communities must protect that profile, you know, because you didn't want to necessarily have to leave the country when you didn't need to because really, I remember in that discussions in saying to Thabo Mbeki that I think our role is more important than your role and he said why and I said well, because the struggle will be won inside and not outside and therefore it was necessary for us to have differentiated from.  So I worked with a very tight group.  My priority was not ANC activity.  You know, I know people like Bennie and Richard Vali and Derek Naidoo and all.  Actually they became much - they were much more involved in ANC activities because they belonged to formal cells that were involved in military work and stuff like that.  Ja, so - what else?  I'm a bit lost now.

DS:	Okay, so after you were released do you think your release from detention was due to a dampening of political organisations?

KN:	No, I was released during the - before the unbanning.

DS:	Before the unbanning?

KN:	My unbanning or my banning order was lifted when the unbanning of organisations occurred.  So I spent the best part of '99 and part of 1990 being banned but I was still SRC president.  I served two terms and then in 1999 - ja, there was elections again and I was really at this point I was not keen on being SRC president again.  My head of department in optometry had called me and told me that nobody ever passes optometry doing anything but optometry.  It was quite a demanding course and I was enjoying it and I hadn't been to lectures and I really wanted to be a student.  So I went and the clinics I was going for and I was enjoying that so I kind of wanted to ease off on the SRC but one of the main concerns that I had was that I was concerned that three terms as SRC president looked like I was monopolising the position but at that time, the activists forum decided and both Dennis Nkosi and I almost cried, you know, we were so down but we both were asked to stand again and not asked, we were told.  We stood and you know, UDW became a site of great protest activity, it was really vibrant at that point and people felt that we should stay and lead it and we were the key leaders at that point.  So in 1990 I was still SRC president involved and I did three terms as SRC president.  

DS:	Okay, who were your role models in the struggle against apartheid?

KN:	You know, when we first got involved we didn't know much, you know, obviously then we started reading because we didn't have like a sort of history of - a political family history or something.  We then started reading and obviously Nelson Mandela was the first, you know, first that - and people like Sisulu but they were people that were away, we couldn't relate.  I must admit that the people that we could relate to was the Farouk Meers, the Roy Padayachee, these were the people - there was a guy Joe Hoover who had an influence on our lives.  They influenced us on a, you know, direct because we were working with them.  I admired them most during that period, the person I admired the most within the ANC circle.  You see the ANC represented two people and it was Archie Gumede and George Supersadh because they were very humble leaders and we had come into the NIC from this background of we must make politics humble, we must develop working class leadership because it means that people in Chatsworth were becoming more powerful within the political organisations and be able to mobilise other people.  The factory worker at that time especially an Indian factory worker would listen to another person and the machine would dip and you know, and so people like George Supersadh was NIC leader at that time, was an extremely humble man and Archie Gumede, everybody was aware of his humility.  They had a big impact on me because, you know, these were people, you were in meeting with them, you could respect and you could see how good they were and there was one other person that made a big impact on me was - I'd read about - Neil Aggett was killed, he was a white doctor that was killed in detention by the government and he became a - he was won of the people that had an impact on me.

DS:	By the South African government?

KN:	Government, ja. 

DS:	Okay.

KN:	And Neil Aggett became one person also that kind of had an impact on me because remember, I was coming from the health science field and here was somebody that was similar to my background in a sense so he had a big impact and that's basically.

DS:	What was the hardest about life under apartheid?

KN:	I think the hardest was the repression we faced personally.  Like I told you, you know, we lived a life in terms of our own growing up was we had food at home, we were like just on the boarder of working class and middle class, that's the way I'll place us but - so there was no starvation stories, I don't have all those stories.  But what was difficult, I think, would have been in terms of you're talking about living worse, I remember the time of not having access to things and not being able to go to this place and not being able to do this and not being able to - I mean, you know, my father coming, my father being called Roy at work.  I remember that frustration of that, I mean his name is Shanwogom, people call him Shan for short but it was too much for them to call him even Shan, they named him Roy.  It's almost like calling somebody boy, you know?  And I remember the frustration of that and the fact that he basically ran his company but when, you know, he'd have the keys, he'd open up, he was the kingpin but never got the rewards.   I remember all his frustrations, would come home with him every day, you know, so I remember that and then I think the general lack of opportunities because remember, we were doing well at sport, doing well academically but there was nowhere to go, you know, breaking the Natal record for athletics but then what?  You know?  You were principal so you couldn't represent your country, you couldn't - so those were the tough things about apartheid, having a school with limited facilities, you know?  Fortunately, I was exposed to schools in the township because of the South African Youth Congress activity etc.  I'd go into the township so I kind of knew what the situation was there so sometimes that helped you because you felt at least I have something a bit better than somebody else, you know?  But it was tough parts of it.  But the personal pain and hardship was definitely the period of the detention, the harassment which was the years, it was -in my final year of exams and Matric the cops raided my house and I had to go away, I didn't stay at home for a couple of nights and they were threatening to arrest me and that was the week I was writing exams and I was totally disoriented so in that sense it was tough, you know?

DS:	What do you consider to be the defining moment in your life?

KN:	Personally would be my mother's death.  I think it forced me to grow up much faster.  Politically I would say being expelled from school, it was the best thing the government could have done for me because, you know, I learnt how to teach myself, you know, which helped me when I came to university.  During SRC days, you know, there was always crises, you know I remember I counted year I went for 10 lectures the entire year, you know?  So having spent that standard eight studying on my own, etc. I got used to teaching myself which was great for me and I think it helped me in later life and also politically I developed because we started reading political literature, we had the time to do political work because until that we were driven by just pure morality, you know, it was a religious morality but then we started getting all the correct political theory and trying to understand what we're doing.

DS:	Okay, can we pause?

	We are back. I was still asking you the question of the unbanning of the political organisations in 1990.  How did you feel?

KN:	Would you believe it, I was in lectures and my lecturer, Moe Shaik, was quite an active ANC person involved in the Vula Operation.  Then he came and took me out of the lecture and said you are unbanned, the ANC is unbanned.  I said you're talking lies and he ...[unclear] there was an announcement in parliament and I said that's a shock ...[unclear] it would never happen, you know?  In fact I think it was a crisis for a lot of us because we never thought about the future how we're going to live and live normal lives.  I never thought about life beyond thirty, you know, and suddenly the ANC was going to get unbanned and there was all this change occurring and life was going to become more normal, it was like the second crisis in our lives, you know, and I don't think ...[unclear] felt that way, like almost ...[unclear] life now.

DS:	By then you were not married?

KN:	No.

DS:	Okay.  Why do you think the National Party ...[unclear]?

KN:	I think they'd reached a stage, you know, which was at that point where we were neither going to topple them, they were neither going to defeat us.  ....[unclear] a lot of ...[unclear] from the outside and so it really was a realisation that the battle was going to be on and on for so much longer.  But looking at apartheid, apartheid was really developed to ...[unclear].  Racism is not the - is part of the equation.  ...[unclear] the driving force, you know, it happens at that point function on the basis in countries even amongst ...[unclear] people, you know, one is ...[unclear].

	Hear ...[unclear] sanctions especially in the '80s ...[unclear] starting biting them.  The quality of life of white people in this country was ...[unclear] and you know, people like De Klerk and the National Party ...[unclear] they were asked to protect the interests of those who have amongst the whites, you know.  That's why you have Terre'blanche and the right wing because they really were closest to the white working class and the lesser ...[unclear] amongst the whites and if you look at the people like the De Klerks and the National Party, the protectors themselves, they're the ones who owned the companies and ...[unclear] trade in the international market and then they had good lifestyles etc. and if they were losing that there, they'd rather relinquish political power, you know, that they hold on that they had a choice.  I think that that too influenced them so it was the protest movement and the strength of the protests etc. but I don't think we were at the stage when we were like going, like marching to Pretoria, you know, and they were going to run out to see us.  The enemy was very ...[unclear] and it was ...[unclear] from all sides because once you start to eroding the privileged, then that's eroding ...[unclear] and I think that that's the reason the negotiations took place.

DS:	Okay, I just wanted to - you know, I can remember that recently you were like - you had Mbongeni Ngema from the ...[unclear] and all that stuff and you said earlier on when you were campaigning for tri-cameral parliament to be boycotted and you asked people that you know if you go and did these things you're allowing the Africans to be oppressed even more so which means you're with the Whites.  So when Mbongeni Ngema sings this song what do you - how did you relate it actually or how do you relate it with what you were fighting for?

KN:	Look it's very disappointing the fact that he raised the issue because I don't think that the Indian Community ...[unclear], that's when people have responded "how could he say that, no Indian does anything wrong, that's not true" you know?  The ANC is not homogenous ...[unclear], it's biggest crime it likes to be apolitical, it likes to be silent ...[unclear], that's its biggest crime but there is another sector that has been progressive and those are not in the majority.  I'm talking about the ones that were active in the struggle.  ...[unclear] in the majority and the majority ...[unclear], you know, that supports the silence that they didn't want to get involved.  But there was a group that collaborated, that's the thing that ...[unclear] discipline from the community they ...[unclear] and those would be the people that can fit into the kind of sentiments that Mbongeni had referred to about, you know, ...[unclear] people.  I mean for example I had experiences where arriving with friends ...[unclear] I was a student that time and come across a shopkeeper and stopped to buy something they're so rude the way they talk to local people.  They ...[unclear] making a living out of that.  Those things - but then ...[unclear] they're equally rude to you, sometimes they're not rude to you and so - but a fair amount of them have done those things and it's the truth, you know, and obviously that all you experience in the Indian community, that's your perception of Indians.  There are people who have treated Indians badly, Africans badly when they have employed them - I have experience ...[unclear], so there is a percentage of the Indian community that needs to look at itself.  How big the ...[unclear] I can't say for sure but I can tell you that is the situation.  The bulk of the Indian community that doesn't really ...[unclear] is guilty of not making an effort to integrate itself and the reality is that that guilt creates the gaps for the sentiments that Mbongeni is expressing.  It's not the ...[unclear] that's a problem, it's the generalisation that ...[unclear].  I mean he doesn't say that some - if he used the word some this could have actually made the song very acceptable to a lot of us but when he says Indians, when he says all Whites, you know, because we fought battles on this campus where people said that Rupert Neville as a White person should not be on their side.  You know ...[unclear] because we had come from a situation that we believe that we must always define that ...[unclear] racial labelling that we were involved in and that we believed in a non-racial culture.  So I think that how the issue be raised if you won't ...[unclear] it's not an issue.  I think it's - and whether it's positive or not, positive or not if that it's open to debate, okay?  ...[unclear] negatives that in some cases the majority of the people that won't be part of the debate would have ...[unclear] and I think that there were problems in the Indian community and there are problems now in the Indian community.  But it's not ...[unclear], I'd like to hear Mbongeni write a song about people who collaborated through the KwaZulu government ...[unclear] system, they wrecked havoc and death and destruction, you know?  It would be right to raise something about that, you know?  There has to be consistency.  I've never heard him stand up especially in South Africa and say ...[unclear] about Buthelezi's collaboration, you know?  It's a real issue, you know, and so I think that - but at the same time I don't think that this qualifies him being part of the discourse or ...[unclear] comments that ...[unclear] and on the other hand in the community the response has been ...[unclear] response of ...[unclear] what he said.  I mean the truth is these things happen, you know, I mean African people ...[unclear].  If you talk about it openly they judge you but ...[unclear] experience that is reflective of ...[unclear] and given our racial history it's not enough for the Indian community to say I don't do it.  It's not enough, they've got to know that there was a force that consciously tried to divide us.  1949 was there, Inanda rights were there, those things drove wedges between us so we need to now make an effort to show where we stand on issues.  You know, to say for example that you go to a family function and somebodies race isn't there and you ignore it is not enough.  The time must come where we need to challenge that and because what happens is, is that those people become an expression of us and then we all get labelled and people use the term the Indian Community, you know?  I mean I personally, I mean, you know, find it difficult to relate to these concepts because my life is so different.  I'm on the ANC, RSC I'm employed to Umlazi, I'm not deployed to Chatsworth, you know, that's where I work.  Before that I was deployed to all the hostels.  You know, so I don't function like I'm an Indian Representative so I have a difficulty relating to that.  But I realise also that those of us who feel that, you know, we need to start getting more, we need to look at ways in which we can bring this discourse out into the open.  

DS:	So how is it possible that to bring all this discourse to the open especially to the grassroots level whereby people don't have access to maybe say - to even go to the debates or listen to radios?

KN:	I think that organisations like the ANC, other cultural organisations etc. need to make a contribution, you know?  I think that we need to have joint discourse.  You know, Chatsworth is right next to Umlazi, it's right next to Lamontville.  I mean Chatsworth people have not made conscious efforts to build bridges and vice versa, you know?  But the reality is that those who history judges as having been more privileged usually carry the greater risk burden to do it, it's not enough for the Indian Community to say no, you know, they don't do it, we don't do it, you know?  But it's to start building those links, to ensure that people start interacting with each other.  There are a lot of kids from the African townships in our schools, we need to look at what efforts are being made to ensure that the Indian and African kids start interacting with each other.  The teachers are not making that effort.  They'll march and be militant for the SACTU meetings but ask them what they're doing in the schools to promoting integration, it's the progressives that get to, we are the ones.  We were preaching that now we need to start getting involved to bring those skills to make this happen and I'm one of those people, I'm working in Umlazi every week, I'm not doing anything in Chatsworth, you know, and maybe the nice thing about Ngema bringing out these issues that it's been a wake up call to a lot of us that things just don't happen naturally because when we stay quiet the conservative voice for the Indian community becomes the voice of the Indian community.  You know, you can see what Rajabansi's role right now, he's a voice of the Indian community because the progressives are not creating enough of an alternative in the community to turn to, you know?  So I think those are the challenges that exist and there's a lot of places we can start.  All the Indian townships have students from African townships.  That's happening big time.  We're usually the closest, they usually put us between an African township.  Indian township, African township and then you had your whites on the other side.  A lot of time that's how it's structured and I think that we need to look at those avenues and start creating those bridges and breaking away from it.  In our work environment, if you look what happens, you know, do we make an effort to find out or interact with somebody else?  Look, excuse me, you still got your functions in South Africa and automatically the three Indians in the room will be with each other and the three Africans in the room are finding each other, you know?  They probably would not even greet each other if they walked past each other in Umlazi and in Chatsworth, you know, but suddenly in that room they identify.  We come from a very racially divided society and we need to make the extra effort to change it, it's not going to happen naturally.

DS:	Okay, you know, that isn't why I asked this question, it's because I was saying to myself I'm going to forget it if I in turn ask it later on.  I was still asking you about just the unbanning, why the National Party has agreed to a negotiated settlement.  I just want to find out from you whether - did you have - like when you think about South Africa's future, do you feel hopeful?

KN:	I am.  I think that no matter what problems we have nothing can be worse than what we have, okay?  We lived under conditions and we must not always judge it from our personal position, you know, but in society in general people have more freedoms, people have greater access, you know?  You just look around.  Yesterday I was in Johannesburg and I was flying back and all the ladies that check you in, the majority are of African origin, you know?  This was never the situation a couple of years ago, you know, you'd never see people in those jobs and stuff like that.  It just shows that our society has changed, that there are opportunities that exist and we've seen some of the benefits of that, you know, right now all the activity and we're part of the international community etc.  The downside has been, I think, the biggest downside has been the issue of crime, you know, which has been the most negative thing in most people's lives but then that was expected and we need to deal with it.  So I'm hopeful for the future but I think that the government in particular needs to be the crime issue because it seems to be the issue that nowadays when you go to any function or anything, Black or White, that's the issue that people are complaining.  I don't hear people saying any more we're not happy to have a Black man as the president or we're not happy to have this or that, you know, and that usually is the key issue so I think that if we can deal with that, create more opportunities for our people so that they don't have to turn to crime and deal with the criminals harshly, you know, South Africa's future can be a very bright one.

DS:	Okay, looking back is there anything you would have done differently?

KN:	I'm sure but that's not things that I can talk about but no, I think there were choices that I made in life which at that point may not have appeared as the best choices even to me but I later on realised they were great and I wouldn't change things, I think my generation is a fortunate generation.  When you're sitting in solitary confinement or being harassed you feel sorry for yourself, you know, and there were times we went through that when we had spend all our - we lost our youth in some sense.  All I can remember of my youth is  politics, you know?  Didn't do the normal things that people should do when they're 14, 15 years old.  So you kind of feel sorry for yourself, I think, to a certain point.  But I think we're gifted in a sense that we lived through abnormality and we're living through normality, you know, apartheid and post-apartheid and it's great to see society from two aspects so it's not much I would change, you know, in a strange way it was probably good for us individually that apartheid existed because we grew up in a different culture.  I compare my students in my class right now, the level of development.  It's very different from when we were on campus because - and it's they're normal, we were abnormal.  We were talking about dilecting materialism and discussing Karl Marx in high school which is really not how it should be.  Well, it can be like that but too much of that, you know?  They've gone through a more normal development so we were fortunate I think as a generation so it's not many things I'd change in that respect.

DS:	Okay.  Can we pause?

	We are back.  You said earlier on, I just want to take this interview a little bit back that the unbanning of political organisations in 1990 meant that you could have life again, be a normal person again?

KN:	Look, it didn't happen immediately because we're still very political, I mean you know, most of us suspected that in a year or two they'll change their decision and then they'll, you know, re-arrest everybody so we were cautious and still not willing to change our lives so we're still very political whatever.  But it created this thought that jeez, life could become normal.  So in '91 the good thing for me was that unbanning allowed me to travel out of Durban so as a result I was elected national vice president of SANSCO and it was probably one of the most amazing years of my student career.  I was vice-president so most of my task was to visit the campuses and address meetings and develop - monitor the branches and I travelled the length and breadth of South Africa and mostly in taxis.  From here to Umtata in a taxi, Umtata to King Williamstown, King Williamstown to - I'm not talking about fancy taxis, our regular kombi taxis and Grahamstown and I visited Ciskei technikon and I smuggled in Zwelethema Technikon and you know, I saw conditions that were just so bad how students were living and I was able to contribute to the student movement and you know, I was involved in the merger talks between SANSCO and NUSAS when we were merging the Black and White student movement and there were a lot of debates at that time about these issues about whether we should be doing it etc.  So '91 was quite a vibrant year, it was also my final year of optometry, which meant I was hardly around, you know, I was just always juggling things and trying to keep up.  Fortunately I was off the SRC by May of '91 so I was okay and you know, it decreased my ...[unclear] but that was a good year and in terms of experiencing life beyond UDW.  I'd become too much a part of UDW at that point.  UDW was everything I did, you know?

DS:	I believe you were a Fullbright scholar?

KN:	Ja, when I graduated in '92 I worked for a year as an optometrist in the private sector but in 1991 I applied for the Fullbright scholarship.  I was awarded the scholarship, I was quite surprised because you know, at that time the U.S. had a very conservative regime and they gave me quite a hard time during my interview because they had a Reagan representative that was there who kept trying to point out that I was too radical to go and study there.  Eventually I got the scholarship and he asked me what guarantees we have that when you go to the U.S. you won't do the same things that you've done here?  I said none and he said so if we invest in you, you could go and be just involved in politics and don't study?  I said possibly and he said why?  And I said well, I always fight immoral governments but since you're a representative of your government, can you tell me whether I'll need to study or fight because you know your government and he said no, no, no, we don't need to do anything so I said so, why do you ask me the question?  I told you I fight immoral governments.  So I think that was ...[unclear], it won me over a lot of the other people there and I knew I wasn't going to sell myself for the scholarship but I was very happy to get it, I mean there was no ways with my family background I would have been able to afford to study and I really wanted to for the main reason that I had never known what it was to be a normal student at a university.  There was never a day that I could say today I'm going to campus and at 8 o'clock I'll go to my lecture.  8 o'clock I'll go straight to the SRC office, you know, to see what problem is it, what crisis is there.  Half the time you get ambushed by students before you reach campus, any way, walking to campus even.  So I wanted to know this normal experience and I was glad I was able to get it, they allowed me to study two degrees at the same time, which was great.  I did a masters in public health at Temple University, had a doctorate in optometry at Pennsylvania College of Optometry which Americans thought was not doable, in fact they were so shocked when I graduated it was on the 6 o'clock news that you had been able to make it, you know?  But again, what the struggle gave us, is gave us capacity to stretch to an unlimited extent, you know, and be able to juggle your lives and whatever.  But I came back with good skills, it was clinical, one was very clinical, one was very public health community orientated and then when I came back I felt with all these skills I really had a passion to teach and I enjoyed it when I did it in '92 part time, I really enjoyed it.  I came back and joined the university.  I wish it could have been another university sometimes because it's not good to spend all your life at one place.

DS:	Oh, okay.

KN:	But on the other hand UDW have been always vibrant and all the debates and discussions.

DS:	Is it vibrant now?

KN:	Not as vibrant as I think it should be. 

DS:	Okay, obviously.

KN:	I think that there is crisis for the student movement and it's not a UDW phenomenon.  When we were in the National Student Movement a few of us in the national leadership, Mike Koyana, Moseko, myself etc. Lincoln Mali, those are some of the people that at that point were arguing that we need to diversify our operations because the ANC is unbanned things are going to change.  But I think the new leadership at that time took over from us so I wanted to hang on to that struggle that we were involved in because I think we had an easier time as students, we could say, snap our fingers and get ten thousand people together because all we had to do was blame apartheid for something, you know?  Because today, if you want to win students over you've got to serve them, you've got to really get activity in place, etc and so we were arguing for like health programmes for the National Student Movement then called SASCO.  Programmes around environment issues etc. to draw in apolitical people I chaired that session when NUSAS and SANSCO was merged and you know, in concluding that session for some of the things I said to people we need to diversify this organisation, to build it so that it becomes relevant and important.  Unfortunately I think it didn't happen to the extent that it should and not just SANSCO, all political formations, PASO, ESASCO etc.  Also the SRCs, you know, and we even had those problems in our time.  Indian students will travel with the busses and leave campus early so they won't be part of student activity.  So we organised a Friday matinee disco.  Well attended, made the SRC very popular.  So basically I think that students, it's tougher, UDW is less vibrant, obviously because of that but, you know, I think it's still a very exciting place to be and it's a place that unique, the fact that we debate and fight with each other so much is what makes it strong and what makes our people strong.  You know when you go off and go into another meeting where there's debate they're like so simple because UDW tests you to the fullest.  Being like that from the day I walked on the campus and sometimes I get frustrated, I wish it stops but it's still like that today.  Even when I was an academic in the circles there's always problems and always debate and but the strength of this institution that people on the outside don't realise.

DS:	Okay, I just want to find - understand your perception on the USA?

KN:	Look, I have mixed feelings.  I think when people look on the outside we always see the USA as the big bully, especially those of us from progressive background, we had that impression.  When I got to Philadelphia, you know, my optometry school was one of the most elite optometry schools in my country.

DS:	Which year was that?

KN:	In 1993.

DS:	Okay.

KN:	And you have people who come into that school right now.  I'm on part time staff - well, what they call adjunct faculty, it's like an honorary position.  Whenever I want I can go and lecture there and I do that, I just went in June during my student's holidays and I lectured for two weeks there.  So it's - and that school I mean I'm familiar - it's right now they're paying 30 000 dollars a year to register, it's very expensive and then another 30 000 dollars for other stuff.  So it attracts a certain calibre of people.  My public health school obviously attracted very socially conscious people and Temple University is in the inner city, it's predominantly Black and it was a great school to be in, university to be in and so I've got various views.  But I didn't let stereo types influence and I interact with people.  I had a friend who lived in the inner city - opposite our house was a crack house, I went and stayed with her, we would have meetings at her place because she was part of the anti-apartheid movement.  I had a friend that I met in the course of my research was a white American whose father was a street sweeper and I would interact with his family and that was a totally different experience.  I have a friend - friends are Black professionals, friends are White professionals, so I kind of interacted right across so I had good and bad experiences in the U.S.  Some of the things are frightening, I think the racism is rife there and they're not dealing with it.  I did my research in the inner city amongst African American children and I interviewed them.  I did an evaluation of a violence prevention programme.  So I went into the projects, I saw things that Americans don't see.  I had to evade bullets in the course of collecting my data because the people I was working with were involved in violence prevention when I evaluating the project.  But I saw America from all sides and there are some really great social ills that are masked by the successes.  But it's a diverse society, there are some good aspects to - I mean they're very accountable in their work situation.  You've got to produce or you don't make it and I like to see that in our context here.  I mean sometime they may do it for the wrong reasons because they're driven just by money or whatever.  But, you know, if you don't make the cut, that's it, you know?  There if you're a student when I finished they appreciated you as a student.  Immediately I got a letter asking me to apply for a job there.  They wanted to keep you behind, you know?  They phone you, you know, you're doing well in your work, they'll phone you.  They'll go after quality and they want to choose the best for everything and that's what makes the - and there's less nepotism and stuff in their system, you know, the position I was offered their were Americans waiting for it.  They could have gladly given it to them; I wasn't even a paying student at college.  I was a non-paying student on a scholarship.  They were not even being paid on a Fullbright because they decided to give me a scholarship.  So I liked that aspect of their society, I mean part of what they achieve is through their exploitation, manipulation of the world markets and all those things.  But a lot of what they deliver is this demand on quality, people have to perform and that I like and I must be honest, when I came back and I come back to UDW and I see the lacadasical approach we have even amongst academics being not totally accountable, you know?  People are here ten years and no publications.  You could never survive it in American university like that.  You know, so those are things that are good about the U.S. you know and we should import that, you know, because it will make our society stronger and better.

DS:	We just had words on sustainable development.  What's your perception on it, do you think it's going to benefit those who are marginalised?

KN:	To be honest with you, I think that in most of these international gatherings can go either way, it can bring real meaning to people's lives or at the end of the day it can just be a talk shop.  So there's always that risk and we've seen it happen at various times but at the end of the day, if you really look at the World Summit and all these gatherings, they're necessary to focus, to bring focus on the agenda.  But the real decisions are getting taken by governments, that's what happen, you know?  You can have all the speeches whatever, from the developing world, but at the end of the day it's the ministers who negotiate a final deal and that's what happened.  So I think it was successful in focusing attention on the plight of the poor in our world the issue of the environment and how it relates to development but I don't think we must expect too much to come off the summit per se because at the end of the day those governments are going to determine things.  I am a bit disappointed by how the world operate like United Nations.  I mean every now and then the big super powers said to the United Nations up yours.  I mean it does nothing, it doesn't have the power to do anything, you know?  So it's more of a moral coercion than real rules and regulations changing.  But I guess some of the things that came out of the summit I've heard world wide, you know?  Even though there may be a reaffirming of what may have happened in Rio or the ...[unclear] but I think that some of the things that have come up, refocusing on the ...[unclear] may help push it forward.  But the real challenge is going to be how governments respond and you know, hopefully our government by having played a key role in the summit would give leadership on ensuring that the decisions of the summit are implemented, you know, like brought back onto the agenda.  So a long answer to your short question but I think in many ways the jury is out, you know, it's not -I wouldn't agree with the perception that was totally a failure that some NGOs and other people are saying but I do think that the jury is out, you know?  It depends on what happens after this.  History is not very much in our favour, that I'll agree with other people, I mean unfortunately the world has changed, it's America runs the world, you know and it's frightening, you know and George Bush is not a great presidents so it's not - and that creates additional problems.

DS:	Okay, now I just want to focus our question on TRC, your perception on TRC?

KN:	Look, I supported TRC process.  I think that there was a sense of unfairness could have emerged but I often juxtapose it amongst what other choices we had.  If we went down the path of absolute revenge it would never stop it would just be a never ending cycle and we would have created immense chaos in a society that we were expected to run.  But I do think that government needs to move very fast on reparations and there are some administrative bunglings that have created, you know, Black people have been most forgiving in this process and government should have moved fast to just respond to the needs, you know, in terms to the decisions like providing reparations etc.  So that has kind of tainted things in that sense but I don't think we had any other choices but the TRC approach, you know, because I mean look at the issue with ANC and the IFP in this province.  If the deals had not been struck the violence would have continued.  One needs to be very cautious, you know?  At the end of the day we could sit at universities and in our comfortable homes because we now are professionals and politicians and whatever but if we don't take some unpopular decision some time to bring people together, people in the rural areas, people in the townships, they die.  It's their children who die, you know, and if it meant that the compromises that have been made have prevented people from dying because of the violence that had occurred, then I think it's good, you know?  It doesn't satisfy our immediate lust for revenge, it doesn't.  It doesn't serve the needs of those parents that lost children and we cannot compensate them adequately and we would always have to accept that they would feel short changed and it's quite normal for them to feel that way.  But I think that we needed to take a decision beyond that, unfortunately and it wasn't because of our own creation, you know, and therefore the TRC needed to come into the mix, it needed to do the things that it did.  It made mistakes, don't get me wrong.  I don't agree with anything the way it operated by I think the TRC was a necessary step.  You know, we lost a very close friend, a colleague and comrade and it's tough, you know, I'd like to see the people responsible for it in jail all their lives or whatever but if - and I know if Lennie was alive he probably would say if he had a choice between satisfying that feeling and getting greater stability in our society so that more people can benefit, I'm sure even the people like Lennie and other students at UDW like ...[unclear] etc. would have themself said to us that's the route that we wanted.  You know, they've stood for advancement of society and I think South Africa needed to have a TRC.

DS:	So you said earlier on it had some mistakes.  Would you like to ...

KN:	I think that maybe the process dragged on a bit long and as a result, you know, I think people, there was an expectation of reparations, etc.  They made administrative mistakes in the way it functioned but overall I think it worked under very difficult circumstances to achieve what it did, you know, and maybe in the ambling of individual cases there were individuals who should have been dealt with more harshly that were not dealt with more harshly.  It's said, it frustrates you but, you know, it's difficult running a process like that, it's not a simple thing to do.

DS:	Okay, now we have come to the end of our interview but before we close would you like to give us word of encouragement especially for the youth?

KN:	I think this is a time of opportunities and the youth of today really stand at a crossroads.  They can either make their future or let others make it for them and the history of the generation before you has not been a great history, it's been a history of division and fights and apartheid and racism etc.  I think this generation needs to take the bull by its horns and develop the society.  It's wild to me that - it seems that you'd feel less empowered to do so in the new South Africa and I hope that we create their homework structures through the existing structures that ...[unclear] to become more a part of changing society.  If it gets messed up now you pay the price later for it.  Thank you.

DS:	Thank you.  Goodbye.

INTERVIEW ENDS
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