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DS:	Good morning today we are interviewing Dr Kreesen Naicker, the son of [the late] Dr Monty Naicker at his home.  My name is Dimakatso and on behalf of the Documentation Centre we are very grateful to have you on our project.  


KN:	My pleasure.


DS:	Thank you once again.  Dr Naicker will you like to tell us a little bit about yourself; when and where you were born?


KN:	I was born in Durban in 1943. I have one sister she is about five years older than me.  What else do you want to know?  You want to know about my studies and?


DS:	If you like it’s fine; if it’s okay with you.


KN:	Do I need to start - do you want my personal ones?


DS:	Yes just a brief history and then for about two minutes or 	so.


KN:	Well I matriculated in Sastri College here	in Durban, and


 	then I went overseas; and I obtained my medical degree in


 	University of Bombay in India and I came back in 1971,


	and I worked in King Edward [Hospital], RK Khan


 	Hospital and then


	when my father passed away in 1978, I took over his


 	practice.  And I’m in general practice at the moment.  


DS:	Okay I just want to take you a little bit back.  Now this 	time, I’ll be asking you about your father; if you still 	remember where he was born and when?


KN:	He was born in 1910 in Durban. They lived, the family lived in Central Durban, Grey Street area, Leopold Street.  My grandfather was there, named Papiya and my grandmother was Danamal.  They were born; both of them were born in Durban; their grandparents came from India as workers. I’m not sure which part of India - it was somewhere near Madras.  My father studied in Durban; matriculated in Durban also; then went over to Edinburgh to study medicine around 1930; I think it was, and then he completed his medical degree in 1934, I’d say.  Then he came back to Durban and opened up a practice in the Grey Street area.


DS:	So in the community where your father lived; how was it; do you know - did they ever tell you that, maybe?


KN:	In that area of Grey Street it was predominantly Indian area but it was mixed racial area there wasn’t any segregation at that time.  It was mainly a business type of area they were living in.  But his patients mainly came from the poorer section of the community like Magazine Barracks and Railway Barracks; these are all railway workers 	and municipal workers. So that’s where most of his 	patients came from.


DS:	Alright, by this time was your father married?


KN:	No he married I think it was 1936 about two or three years 	after he qualified.


DS:	Okay, so you said earlier on the area your father lived in 	was predominantly an Indian area but it the community 	was mixed and all of that.  And the people who normally 	came for medical treatment were Indian an African and 	come from a poor background.  So in those years was he 	politically active or?


KN:	I don’t think so. He wasn’t really politically active, but probably was aware.  And I think around 1940 or so he became part of the some liberal movement and I think from there he began politicised.  And because of his association with the patients you know with the poorer community he became involved with the social problems and the other problems that they were faced with.  And I think is what probably prompted him to go into politics.  


DS:	Okay can we pause please?  


TAPE SWITCHED OFF 


ON RESUMPTION


DS:	We are back you were still telling us about why your father became involved in the political struggle and by this time I believe he was married?


KN:	Ja, he was married in 1938, I said. 


DS:	Okay, his wife did she support him?


KN:	Yes, of course, she did support him.


DS:	Would you like to tell us a little bit about your mother?


KN:	Well she took part - well she attended all the meetings 	whenever he went; whenever he went there; whenever he 	addressed it; and during the Passive Resistance in 1946, she 	took part in it.  And they went to Gale Street and protested 	over there and she was actually one of them that was 	arrested and spent about a month in jail.  Apart from that 	just moral support, which was quite a lot, because we used 	to have meetings at our house and, you know, entertaining 	people.  And that’s what I think.


DS:	Okay, your parent’s political involvement, did they affect your life or the family life itself?


KN:	Yes of course! I mean we never had a normal relationship in the sense that there was - he didn’t spend very much time with us although whatever time there was 	available, you know, he did spend with us, as children.  But not as much as we would have liked him to have spent, because most of the time he was either attending meetings 	or he was banned or was in jail.  So it did affect us quite a 	bit.


DS:	Okay, would you like to tell us about his arrest?


KN:	In 1946, he was arrested. He was - I think it was for six-months during the Passive Resistance.  He spent six-months in jail. I think this was somewhere in Newcastle and after that in 1948; I think he spent another six-months in jail.


DS:	Okay on these two occasions, I know you were still young in 1946 when he was arrested, but did they ever tell you the reasons behind his arrest?


KN:	No, no not at all.  I mean they used to come two, three, four o’clock in the morning, just come knock at our doors and take him away.  And that was the scary part, I mean, for all of us.  They weren’t very pleasant, these people.


DS:	Would you like to tell us the manner in which they came you know maybe they obviously there were people up and all this started they have guns with them or something?


KN:	I was very young those days, I can’t remember. But I mean ja, they used to come as I said they come very - they used to come very early parts. They never used to come at a reasonable time like you know eight, nine o’clock, when everybody is awake.  Three, four o’clock in the morning, just bang on the door, you know, but you get the whole lot - a couple of cars parked outside and quite a few chaps walking in.  And just coming in searching your house, where we would be sleeping and they come and wake us up; and search the rooms; search the cupboards; looking for what, we don’t know.  But you know just whatever docu-ments there are, and take him away.


DS:	Okay during his imprisonment how did your mother cope 	with the situation?


KN:	She was obviously very upset, but she you know, she tried not to expose us to it, you know, we were still young at that time, but quite frankly I don’t know she managed, you know.  Financially it was quite draining because he had a practice on his own I mean every time he had to go to jail the practice was closed.  So we had no source of income.  And I really don’t know how she managed but she did manage.


DS:	So you did your matric in Durban?


KN:	Durban.


DS:	Okay in Durban, so by then obviously can you still remember when was that, the year I mean when you were in matric, in high school maybe from standard eight up to standard up to matric, what year was that?


KN:	That’s around towards the end of fifties, that’s the time when he was arrested for the Treason, you know, the big Treason Trial, when Mandela and all were arrested this was in 1956, I think.	


DS:	Fifty Six.


KN:	1956 to 1960 - it was about three to four years, and they had to go to Johannesburg, so at that time his practice was closed.  We used to get people helping us, you know, the running of the practice and giving whatever money they got out of it but, you know, it wasn’t - we obviously managed, I don’t know how, I said I don’t know sometimes, I don’t know how we managed that.  And it was quite a trying time because treason - if a person is arrested for treason, you know, the sentence is death, so this was hanging on us all the time.  So ja that was around 1958 to 1960.  And afterwards in 1960, a State of Emergency was declared, is that correct ja, and he was detained then.  There was something - I don’t know what happened there was during the court case they didn’t get something right and they were released for a few hours or a few days I can’t remember.  But during that period, the Movement you know, the ANC and NIC and the congresses asked him to go underground because they were going to be arrested.  And himself and Mr JN Singh went underground for about five or six-months and you know avoiding the police and they organized the movement in that way.


DS:	Okay when you say underground you mean hiding or was it 	also involving the underground movement?


KN:	No it was just hiding.


DS:	Okay.


KN:	Just hiding, just hiding they you know moving all over South Africa, just driving around.  


DS:	Alright.  Okay can you - there was a so-called Doctors' Pact in 1947, the impact of - what was the ideas behind that Pact, can you - maybe your father once told you why he decided to have this Pact?


KN:	Ja, this was I think 1947 if I’m not mistaken, is that 	correct?  Xuma, Naicker and Dadoo Pact. This pact was 	formed I think basically to get the Indians and Africans to 	work together in order to fight the segregation laws of the 	country, at that time.  And actually it was quite successful 	there subsequently I think in 1949 when the African and 	Indian riots came about, they played, I think, quite a 	prominent role in defusing that situation.  


DS:	Okay you mentioned Dr Xuma, and so - the people who are 	associated themselves with him, did you ever meet them?


KN:	Yes, they used to come home quite regularly socially, and whenever they have meetings, they used to have meetings at our house, but I was still young those days.


DS:	You said you studied abroad, why?


KN:	Well at that time there weren’t - I probably don’t know - 	there was very few universities over here that offered us 	you know medicine, and I think that’s the reason I went 	away.


DS:	Okay, can I say the apartheid system - did it affect you personally?


KN:	Yes personally.


DS:	Would you like tell us about that?


KN:	Personally what do you mean?


DS:	Like maybe it’s one of the reasons why you didn’t study here, you studied overseas?


KN:	Ja well, I can tell you something that not very many people know what I of - my biggest dream when I was growing up was to become a vet.  And you couldn’t do veterinary science over here because there was no schools available for us.  And even if I had to go overseas and get a degree I would never been able to come back, we found that never would have been able to come back and practice here as a veterinary doctor.  And when I decided, when I obviously - because of that and my parents actually wanted me to do medicine, so I decided to do medicine.  And because of the policies, it was difficult to get to medical school here, so that’s why I went overseas.  


DS:	Right can we pause just?  


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


DS:	We are back.  You pointed out that your father used to have meetings with some friends would you like to name those people who used to come around?


KN:	Well these were the old political personalities that were 	there, at that time. Of course, our great man Mandela, 	Nelson Mandela was there.  Winnie, that’s before they got 	married, she came, and I met her there at my house.  And 	then people like Walter Sisulu, the Cachalia family, Ismail 	Meer, Fatima Meer, Kathrada Ahmed, Kathrada, Dr Dadoo. 	 Dr Dadoo was very close, besides a political comrade, he 	was a close friend of my father because they studied in 	Edinburgh together, too.  So he used to come quite often 	there.  And there were many others, but I can’t remember 	them, you know.


DS:	Okay you said because of the suspended banning orders - earlier on when we discussed would you like to discuss it?


KN:	Yes roundabout I’d say after the Treason Trial, the Emergency, he was banned, you know, for periods of five years 	every time, after five years the banning order would expire. 	And they used to come back and ban you, so I think for a 	continued period for about fifteen, sixteen years he was banned.  Banning means that he couldn’t go out from out of the magisterial districts of Durban couldn’t travel out.  	So he couldn’t go to places like Port Elizabeth or Johannesburg or anything like that he couldn’t get of Durban itself.  I mean he couldn’t go to Maritzburg also, he couldn’t sit in a gathering.  Gathering means more than three people.  One incident was - when you look back now it’s quite funny - he was having supper with Alan Paton, my mother, himself, and Alan Paton were having supper.  	And our house was watched all the time. There was a 24-hour, somebody 24-hours watching them all the time, you know, watching, following him whenever he went to the rooms or anywhere else alone.  So my sister walked in that night, and because my sister was married, she constituted a crowd, I mean a gathering.  So the Special Branch walked in and arrested him.  I think he spent a night in jail but he got a suspended sentence because of that. But this is how they were living all the time, you know.


DS:	Did the banning orders affect you as individuals?


KN:	Yes, as a family we couldn’t go anywhere because we had to think of them all the time, we couldn’t actually go on excursions outside Durban, we used to go to the beach or places around Durban, but nowhere else.  We couldn’t you know even entertain friends, we couldn’t do - if people had to come to our house he probably had to go to his bedroom.  You know friends of ours because there is always that fear that these people the Special Branch were parked outside could walk in anytime they wanted to.


DS:	Okay the Group Areas Act, did that have an effect on your family?


KN:	Ja we lived - after then my parents, I think, initially lived in Central Durban, that’s in Short Street area for a while, then they moved, they bought that house in - at that time when they bought the house there wasn’t anything like the Group Areas Act.  In what’s today called Morningside in Stamford Hill area, and around the sixties, I think mid-sixties they had to move out of the house because it was declared a white area.  And my father being what he is, he refused to do so, and they eventually came there and physically moved him out of the house you know; they took his furniture out the house and he had to literally be on the streets.  And he didn’t find any alternative accommodation, and he actually had to go and live in a hotel for quite some time.  And eventually I think it was probably a year or two, you know, moving from one hotel to another until he eventually bought a house in Asherville.


DS:	Okay so they move you and they don’t find you a place?


KN:	No, no, no.


DS:	You have to find it yourself?


KN:	Oh of course, yes.


DS:	Now that was bad.  Can we pause?  


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


DS:	Okay we are back when your father was in prison was he able to do his medical practice?


KN:	No not while he was in prison.  The practice was still 	running, you know, a few of his colleagues helped him.  	You know coming over from their practices - when patients 	came there they used to see them.  But obviously it 	affected his practice quite a bit.  You know, people are not 	going to come and sit in empty rooms waiting for a doctor 	to come, so it did affect his practice quite a bit.  But when 	he was banned it didn’t affect him so much because he 	could practice medicine but he couldn’t - when he had to 	go for a house call he couldn’t go out of Durban, you 	know.


DS:	So he could go around Durban?


KN:	Go around Durban but not outside.


DS:	Okay I just want to find out about - you know I do believe 	that his arrest and being banned and all this stuff it did 	have an effect on his political activities.  So how was it 	possible for him, even though he was banned to still 	maybe say continue to have some discussions on how the 	apartheid government affected the people, and maybe how 	to do this instead of doing that?


KN:	Oh yes I mean throughout his banning I mean they used to go underground and meet the people and have meetings.  I mean he wasn’t just sitting at home doing nothing. I mean the people used to, you know, to my understanding - used to go I mean even coming to the rooms the political colleagues used to come there maybe posing as patients or something and discussing things.  But he used to attend meetings also underground without the Special Branch being there, he used to be taken over there so he was, he was active all the time.  And ja, I know he did carry on with his work, even while he was banned, while being banned.


DS:	Okay I just want to find whether did he have any contact 	with Mahatma Gandhi?


KN:	Mahatma Gandhi, yes. They went to India; himself and Dadoo went to India; I can’t remember the date now in the fifties I think, was it?  Ja and he met him, Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru also, to get support for the cause of the struggle against apartheid, which they did, which they get support from them.  So he did meet him there.


DS:	Only in that time?


KN:	Ja only in that time.


DS:	Okay.


KN:	I think subsequently they he wanted to go back again but 	that’s the time they took the passports.  That is why they 	couldn’t go, you know, they couldn’t go whenever they felt 	like it.  You know because it wasn’t easy getting passports 	those days, and when they wanted to go again they, both 	himself and Dadoo, they refused them passports to go.


DS:	Okay I don’t know whether it would be proper if I say it, was like I read some article about him that he was a close friend of Albert Luthuli?


KN:	Yes, yes of course, I forgot to mention that. I mean he was also a regular visitor to our house.  Albert Luthuli they were very close, very close. I mean everything; I mean there 	was always liaisons with them; there was political rallies and meetings.  They always spoke together.  Ja, they were 	very close.


DS:	Alright, can I pause?  


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


DS:	We are back you mentioned earlier on that your father and Dr Dadoo went to India, would you like to say something about the significance of that meeting?


KN:	Ja well they went to India where they met as I said Mahatma Gandhi and Nehru, and they informed them about the situation in South Africa the segregation laws, and you know all the other laws against the Africans and the Indians.  And I think they wanted them to highlight this at the United Nations, which they did.  And India was in the forefront of this, and they were I think one of the first countries in the world that imposed sanctions against South Africa.  And they had a lot of support, you know, as the Defiance Campaign and Passive Resistance, whatever they can, whatever support India could have given them, they did give.


DS:	Okay, I know maybe you by this time maybe you are not 	even involved in, or in the bloody clashes between the 	Indians and the Africans in Durban.  How did your father 	view all this disputes?


KN:	1949 the 1949 riots ja they were, of course everybody was


 	upset about it, but a lot of it was instigated by the Whites


 	also this was something they had some proof of it.  That the


 	Whites were involved in it, you know, pushing the Africans


 	to attack Indians.  Well look, blacks, which as you know, a


 	lot of blacks were killed also by the police.  But the


 	situation was defused quite quickly, you know. I think if I


 	can remember, the riots started on a Friday and Saturday.


 	They had joint meetings addressing people in Cato Manor


 	with the Africans and Indian leaders.  And by the next by


 	Monday, Tuesday, most of it was defused and people, I


 	Mean - it turned back to normal. I can remember that.


DS:	Okay you mentioned that it was instigated by Whites. But 	the Africans, what really were they fighting for, do you 	know?


KN:	Well apparently it did start with some - whether it was a rumour or it’s a fact that a young African boy was either killed or beaten up in the Grey Street business area.  And after that they rioted against the Indian businesses, and the Indian people in general.


DS:	Okay would you like to tell us about the your father's 	involvement in Natal Indian Congress as well as South 	African Indian Congress.  I believe he was the president 	of both the parties.


KN:	Ja he took over presidency in the Natal Indian Congress I think it was 1945.  But that is from - I think it was PR Pather and AI Kajee. They apparently had a big 	meeting in


Curries Fountain and the previous committee had accepted the partial Indian representation in parliament, which meant that they would have had white members in parliament representing Indians, which my father was totally against.  And that was only for Indians, nothing for Africans, of course, and in 1945 they took over 	the presidency of the NIC, you know, about the same time Dadoo took over the presidency of the Transvaal Indian Congress in Johannesburg.  I'm not sure when he became president of the South African Indian Congress, I can have a look at it. I must look it up.


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


DS:	We are back. Although your father was a Passive Resistor I 	believe, was he ever - how did he feel about the idea of 	joining MK or ja, the armed struggle, the ANC armed 	struggle?


KN:	Ja, as you said he was a Passive Resistor, although he didn’t join the MK or armed struggle he did support, not overtly, but he did support it.  Because during that time, you know, I think it was just after the Treason Trial, and the State of Emergency, you know, despite them making, having petitions to the government asking them for negotiations, they got nowhere with this.  And anyway they kept going against a brick wall, so you find a lot of these people, a lot of the pacifists, although they didn’t support armed struggle they overtly supported the armed struggle. I’m sure they supported Umkhonto.  And his cousin was MP Naicker, was a founder member of Umkhonto we Sizwe, who went into exile in London.  And during this period of about 1960/61, I think the ANC, just after the Emergency, asked him and a few others, including Dadoo, to go into exile to do some work overseas.  And it was decided between Dadoo and himself and maybe a few others, that he should remain in South Africa to coordinate the struggle, and that’s when Dr Dadoo, Dr Yusuf Dadoo went overseas to London to carry on the struggle there.  And he said he will remain here and do the work from inside South Africa.


DS:	Do you think that your father’s involvement, your father’s political involvement was for a just cause?


KN:	Oh yes. Although he was a president I want to make this point, even though he was a president of the South African Indian Congress, he fought for everybody, he fought for the Africans, the Indians, the Coloureds and the Whites also.  He fought for the freedom of this country not only for the Indians, even though he was the president of the Indian Congress.  So it’s just a pity that he wasn’t allowed to see the fruits of his struggle.


DS:	Can we pause?  


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


DS:	We are back. I just want to take you a little bit back, I am going to ask you about the NIC after the ANC was banned, their activities.  Can you still remember how they functioned, like did it change its mandate the NIC?


KN:	I don’t think it changed its mandate, but after the ANC was banned, I think it was in the 1960’s, the NIC continued and it probably acted as a front, and an organization, which coordinated the struggle in conjunction with the ANC.  And a lot of instructions were sent to the ANC via the NIC via the ANC.  And so I think, you can say this like a front for the organisation, which was banned.  And there were a lot of meetings held between various groups at our house and in my father’s surgery.


DS:	Did you attend any marches they organised?


KN:	Ja marches - we used to go the marches they had, we used to have meetings at - those days we called Red Square, which is Nicol Square now, Nicol Square parking lot.  But the whole area was vacant and we used to have massive meetings there. I mean thousands of people used to come and they used to be addressed by both African National Congress	and the Union Congress.  People very close in those days, 	both the African and the Indian community as compared to now.  And the working class marches were organised from there.


DS:	Okay I just want to, you know, just to move away from the questions. I just want to ask you about your personal view on Mbongeni’s[Ngema] song?  You know, it's because you touched on, you know, the Indians and Africans.


KN:	It’s unfortunate the way he brought it out, but there are probably problems, but I think there could have been a better way where it could have been addressed.  He is quite a popular man, I have listened to some of his music, which I quite enjoy, but I think he should have been more responsible in the way he approached this topic.  There probably is a certain amount of truth in what he says from what I can read in the articles, from the other side there is a lot of feelings amongst the Africans that this is really what’s happening.  And I think something should be done to address the situation.  It’s sad because I mean as I said during my 	father's time this thing wasn’t thought of at all. I mean we were very close, I mean the Africans and Indians were very close, worked together without any problems.


DS:	Okay, coming back to the questions your father’s death 	would you like to tell us about it, where were you when 	that happened?


KN:	Which way was I what?


DS:	In 1978, during your father’s death when he died?


KN:	Oh no, I was here.


DS:	You were here?


KN:	I was working here. I was working in Durban.


DS:	So what does the impact of his death on the NIC.  I believe he was still involved in politics?


KN:	Ja he was still involved in it, but they still carried on I 	mean it was I’m sure it did impact on them, but they had 	other leaders also.  But they weren’t very active, I think, 	towards the end there.  They tried to revive it a few times 	but…


DS:	Can I pause?  


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


DS:	Okay I know I took you by surprise asking you about that question, I just asked but I just want to take you a little bit back and tell us about your father himself, how was he like socially, besides being politically involved you know, at home and all that?


KN:	He was a very social person; he liked company; I mean he thrived on company.  I mean if you listen to people talking about him then, you know, he thoroughly enjoyed people themselves.  He liked going to parties and social gatherings; he played sport; he played tennis; table tennis; towards the end golf.  He liked to interact with people all the time. I mean my friends became his friends, you know, that sort of thing. I mean people used to come here; he just liked people all the time.  And as I said he liked having parties, and meeting people, going to dances, that sort of thing.  So in the end he spent, although his life revolved around politics - his spent in whatever free time he had he spent with us took us out, and all.  He was a good father you know, although we wanted more than what he could give us, but I mean he was there all the time. 


DS:	Can I pause?


TAPE SWITCHED OFF


ON RESUMPTION


DS:	Okay we are back I know its so unfortunate that your 	father is not here today or didn’t be with us when we 	voted, or even when the ANC was unbanned in 1990, so I 	just want to find out how do think he would view South 	Africa today.  Or how do you think he’d love South Africa 	to be if we had a discussion on that one or so with him.


KS:	You know well this is what he was he lived for actually. I 	mean his whole life revolved around getting freedom for 	this country, for all the people, and as you said it’s a pity 	that he wasn't alive to see this.  He was a born and bred 	congressman, so I mean he would have supported this 	government and its policies throughout, so I don’t think he 	would have been disappointed about anything.  I mean he 	would have supported it wholeheartedly.


DS:	Ja okay, just in closing, I just want to find out would you 	know that your father was involved in Passive Resistance, 	obviously as a non-violent person.  And I just want to find 	out whether the idea of Truth & Reconciliation 	Commission for him, how would he view it?


KN:	I think he would have supported the process.  He wasn’t a 	vengeful person, as I said he was a pacifist.  And I think he 	would I mean for the betterment of the people of South 	Africa he would have supported us, you know, the 	reconciliation part of it also.  Just to get the truth out into 	the open.  Tell me what else to say.


DS:	I think it’s fine.  Now we have come to the end of our interview, thank you very much, Dr Naicker, for your time.  I know this is a difficult interview, we're interviewing you about another person. It is difficult I know.  Thank you once again.


KN:	Thanks a lot.


INTERVIEW ENDS


--- oOo ---
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