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MN:
Good morning and welcome to the Documentation Centre. This is another episode in our Oral History Project.  Today we are blessed with the presence of Mr Yunus Mohammed.  Sir, good morning and welcome to UDW.

YM:
Good morning.

MN:
Mr Mohammed, if we may start.  Where did it all begin?  Where were you born?

YM:
I was born in Johannesburg, in a suburb called Jeppe.

MN:
When was that?

YM:
l950.

MN:
l950.

MN:
Can you tell us about your parents?

YM:
Well, my parents, my mother’s name is Amina. My father’s name is Ismail. Ja, I think my mother, I think, came just from India, I think in terms of that Nationalist Government, the last few brides, I think in l948.  So two years later, ja I was born.  My father was a sort of small retailer. He ran a sort of grocery and then later on a crockery kind of shop.  Ja, so that’s his background. 

MN:
The father?

YM:
The father, no, my father, he's South African. You know, he, I think he may also, if I recall correctly, might have been born in India, but I mean he, because my granny was living here, my grandparents and I think my, probably my grandfather came, my great-grandfather, but then I think, my grandmother must have gone back to India, so he was actually born there and then came back when he was about one or two years old, so you know effectively he just kind of grew up in South Africa.

MN:
Do you know anything about your grandparents' background, who they are, where were they born?

YM:
Ja, no, no, I do know - I’ve actually been to the village, you know, from which I suppose they came. I think, mind you, both my parents came from the same area.  It’s an area, it’s around a city.  It’s called Baruch. You know it’s between Bombay and Delhi. If you’re going up on that route, just before you come to Surat, and so, ja, I’ve been to the village and you know I’ve grown up, maybe just to tell you one anecdote, is that, I mean, I, although I can’t speak, well I suppose I can, I’m sort of quite rusty in Gujarati, but, you know I grew up in a, it’s a very sort of extended family set-up, you know, and my great-grandmother was alive, I think for the first, till I was about five or six-years old, and my granny and my aunty, it was a home in which we spoke Gujarati.  I couldn’t speak English well when I started school, in fact, you know. And so, I say when I went to the village it was about 1967/68, when I was about 17/18-years old, and I looked, you know in those days, can I refer to you, Vino. Vino would know, you know, that was the days of the Hippies, and I think, you know, if you can imagine, I had these denim jeans, ja, you know, it was dirty, a jacket and a big beard and very long hair, and I ended up at this village, because I was going through India.  But they were very surprised, because my Gujarati was fairly fluent at that stage, you know and so, I now spent about a week or two weeks there, you know, but it was just, ja, it was a sort of quite an experience.

MN:
How many are you at home, I mean your siblings? 

YM:
Well, no, I’ve got no children.

MN:
No, at home.

YM:
You mean my brothers and sisters. No, I’ve got two brothers and two sisters.  I’m the eldest.

MN:
Can you tell us more about your family?  How was it like, how was it, as you grew up, I mean, your first memories of your family.  How was it like at home?

YM:
Well, my first memories were, as I said, I grew up in this extended family set-up, but if I describe the environment in which I grew up, it was an area, you know which, I suppose, because it would have been the early kind of days of formal apartheid, if I was born in ‘50, 
you know, so because the Nats came into power in ‘48.  So it was a very, there was, you know, it was not a - the race issue didn’t hit me because there were, well I suppose it did later, but I’m saying that there was poor whites living right opposite.  There was a kind of hotel, with people staying, and you know, down the road there was sort of different people.  So it was a mixed race kind of environment there, you know.  It was becoming a kind of light industrial area, as I grew up, so we played in those streets there. One next to me was a coloured family, you know, so, you know I grew up and sort of played in that kind of environment, which, you know was very different. I suppose it would be like, suppose Cato Manor, or something like that, if you take the Durban environment, in that context, ja.

MN:
How was Jeppe, I mean, in terms of infrastructure, in those days?

YM:
Ja, well, I mean look, the point is that there were, the dwellings we lived in were fairly old, right, so, I think if you must, remember Johannesburg was only founded in 1886, so it was still quite a young place, but, I mean, the childhood memories were that you still had, you know horse carts, you know horse-drawn carts, you know, and, so the streets, I mean it had cars and so on, and I think by about, when I was about ten- years old, they sort of, well they were diminishing, or declining usage of that, you know, they were there.  But it was, you know, the area where I stayed, the streets were tarred and so on, by that stage. I mean Jeppe is only about a kilometre from Carlton Centre, if you take that as the kind of centre of Johannesburg, and you know, the street where I lived is on Commissioner, just off Commissioner Street, you know.  So it’s very near the sort of, well the heart of the old, I suppose the current CBD, you know, but that’s where it was.  So that is the area, but as I said, that area, at that time, even now, I mean it’s now, there’s no residents in the area where I used to live, I think because the properties got sold and I think people would have been moved out, because of either the Group Areas, or because of the rezoning into a light industrial area.

MN:
Can you tell us about your starting, I mean your schooling. Which school and the life at school, how did you find it?

YM:
Ja, I went to school, it is called Gold Street Primary School. That was about, well that’s actually nearer towards the centre of Johannesburg, right, but a bit on the southern side.  Ja, I used to walk to school daily, it was about, ja, also just a bit, just under I suppose a kilometre, roughly that we used to do. And well in those days it was from Grade l to Standard 5.  It was a co-educational school.  I completed, ja that schooling by 1963, I completed Standard 5, I started in 1957, and then I went, then I think by that time, [because of] the effects of apartheid, so there was only one school in Johannesburg, which was in Fordsburg, and that could not be continued, right.  I think the sort of Indian, not only the Indian Congress, but all the Congresses joined the African National Congress, others had started a Congress school of some kind, but it never got [going], by the time I was ready to go to school, I don’t think they could carry on and they were not allowed, so you had two choices.  You had to travel, you know, either to Lenasia, which was on the western side, or to Benoni, and those were the only two schools.  So Jeppe is on the eastern side of Johannesburg, so I just elected to go to Benoni right.  So that was, ja I think, that’s when, I think my, sort of political consciousness began to awaken, right, because I had to get up at about four, five in the morning, and catch a train at half-past-six, right, finish school at about two, three in the afternoon and then it was a walk to the station from home, and then another, sort of quite a distance from the Benoni station to the school.  Ja and so, the point is, at that stage, ja I couldn’t afford, sort of bus fare or anything, so I used to just walk, you know those distances, up and down.  But I think what, I suppose what, why I noticed that, what I suppose began, one of the sort of factors, was that when you were riding back at three, four in the afternoon, you know the railway lines run along all these white suburbs, between Johannesburg and Benoni and you see all these kids playing soccer and rugby and cricket in those green fields and you know; you get home by about four, five o’clock; you’re exhausted; and then you’ve just got to get down to eat; and then start with your homework; you know, and then it’s the same slog everyday; you know, so compared to others who are going to school on their doorsteps, with all the facilities.  So, ja in that sense, you know, there was no kind of, the kind of life, the full life that you have, you know, it was just confined, you know, to the study sector.  Ja, and then, what had transpired was that by, I think by about, I completed my Standard Eight.  When I was doing my Standard Nine, I think a lot of my friends left, right, and then, I suppose I was just, I suppose, maybe one of the things that leads to becoming politically involved is, I don’t know whether all the others were rebels, but I suppose you’re just a rebel - you don’t - and that is what I was, I suppose, maybe I should have said, well make the comment, that it just applies to everybody, but it applied to me, and then, what happened was that I, you know, because of all my friends left, but I was also getting sort of bored, right, so I used to travel to Benoni and come back, but I used to take the homework from my colleagues, right.  I’d end up in school about two or three days a week, the other two days I was just kind of loafing, basically.  Then I had these friends.  They decided to study through Damelin, because, the options, at that time, was when you were, because it was two years away, you know, because I would then have matriculated and then it was a question of, where were you going to go to university, right.  At that time we had a, I suppose the predecessor to this institution, which was Salisbury Island right, and I wasn’t too keen on sort of going there, and you know, so, there was really nothing and we were looking at overseas, sort of overseas options.  So we ended up sitting in this, there was a sort of United States Information Service (USIS), in the centre of Johannesburg.  So I sat there, read magazines, coffee, you know, occasionally go and end up watching a movie, you know, in those days, we used to call them bioscopes, you know.  My parents didn’t know, right, and the point is when, you know, you become like a anti-hero in your class, you know, so everybody else says, “No, he’s sickly and he’s got asthma" and all that when I’m not there, you know, so they protect you in some kind of way, you know, and nobody found out.  But then, you know, I realised, look you know, I’m not fooling [anyone].  My parents wouldn’t have known. My results were fine, you know, because I was still studying.  I just didn’t need to attend formal classes.  What I decided to do, my friend said, "look why don’t you just, we’re writing Matric" because they decided to condense that, you see, they were studying through Damelin. This is about - just after July, August. So I said okay. Then I said, "okay, let me go and confront my parents." Because I don’t want make this trip now to Benoni and back everyday, and get up at six-thirty in the morning, I’d rather spend the time studying. So I went to my parents.  I said, "look this is the truth, right, this is what I want to do, and I want to then go study overseas, and I'm going to do my Matric in the next three months." And they said, "You're crazy. So you must carry on.” So I said, “look, you can send me to school, I’m going to leave and I’m not going to, my heart is not there.”  So eventually, I was able to persuade them, and I did that, then I wrote in a way that I, sort of I got some sups (supplimenteries), you know. I sort of wrote and I passed three subjects and I did well. Then, at the same time, I must have written to about, you know, I don’t know, tens of universities, a number of them in the States, for scholarships and so on, and obviously, they all politely declined.  You know expecting that. My Dad said to me, "look the only place that you can go is Pakistan."  So, I said, "fine, as long as I can get out of the country" I thought to myself. So that’s when I went. I went to Pakistan for, it was in 1968.  So I completed - because you see the years are also different. We have a calendar year.  I think everywhere in the north, it’s usually after the summer holidays, you know.

MN:
Did you manage to do, complete your Matric?

YM:
Yes.

MN:
You did your sups.

YM:
Yes, I did that in March.  You see, so I wrote in November, you know, the six subjects.  I got, I can’t remember how many, but I got some sups, and I passed some, but I would have passed.  I would have had to pass enough to write the sups and then I got the sups, and then I had a Matric, right, and then I went. Now, you know, if you, in all these overseas places, they have 0-levels and A-levels, you know, so what I had to go and do is the A- levels, so I didn’t need the equivalent of an exemption, because it would have been the same, it doesn’t really make a difference, because I don’t know what they have these days, but I mean that is what they had in those days.  See when I got - should I go on to Pakistan or do you still want to talk about South Africa?

MN:
No, I want you to tell us, can you tell us more about the friends, who helped you to loaf?

YM:
To ... [interruption]

MN:
The ones who gave you notes, who helped you to dodge.

YM:
Sorry, I can’t remember, the names now.  You know, to be honest with you, I just lost contact with a lot of them, because they're based in Johannesburg, ja, but let’s see if I can remember.  You know, I can remember their faces and I know that, because, you know, in Jeppe, just to tell you, what used to happen, is that, we used to live behind shops, quite often, you know, so I remember that his brother had a tailor shop, and I used to end up, because it was down the road from me, you see.  So you know, it was mainly the persons, you know one, particular fellow that I remember, but I can’t to be honest, I can’t remember his name.

MN:
Now, what also interests me, is that you were doing your Standard Eight in Benoni.

YM:
Then I completed the Standard Eight.

MN:
You completed the Standard Eight?

YM:
Ja.

MN:
Now, I want to know, what was pushing you?  I mean, what was your life like at school, or was, what you only hated the mere fact that you only wake up at half past four? 

YM:
Ja, well look, the point is that again, what has, well let’s just say the physical environment that was bad, was, you know, I just remember, we had, say when I was in standard six, two years early, we had snow, alright.  We were sitting in this prefabricated class, the windows were broken, it had a cement floor.  Now when you get up, the point is, when you get to these stations, there’s just cement floors, alright.  Trains are not always on time.  So you’re standing there, right.  Your feet are like frozen. You sit in that class, when it’s snowing, and that wind.  So, you know, I mean, like I used to have colds and flu quite often, but that was, you know, in the winter months.  So it was there.  Other than that, I think there were some, I mean, there were some sort of teachers who were good, others were not good in the normal course of events, you know.  I think some teachers, you know, tried to also, I think, help to awaken, sort of your political consciousness. You know they told you stories, you know, in like of sort of red ants and white ants and so, or whatever, and you know which dealt with those kind of social issues.  So, in itself, you know, the school, I mean, aside from those things was fine, I mean you know, I got along with the people.  The problem was that, I suppose in a sense you develop a kind of social circle, a group of people who are your friends at school, who are also, you know just kind of rebels, and because they are sort of rebels, you know, when they left, it is just sort of, you know, you could go to school, you knew everybody else, they’d support you. But you know, one side of that, that at least that kept me going, I suppose in the school.  You know, so when most of the persons who were in that circle with you, were not there, you know, it just became, you know, you said look.  So you know, you were going to school, you could do the homework, but I was, if they hadn’t suggested to me, I probably would have still gone through, nobody would have been too much the wiser, and I would have passed my Standard Nine and continued to do my Standard Ten. So I think, that it wasn’t anything extraordinary about the school, that made me leave, ja.

MN:
Okay. You also mentioned that your political awareness was awakened during one of your trips.  Did you say anything at home about it?

YM:
Well, ja, well let’s say that, ja, at home well I would have begun to talk to my parents, but you know, by, this by ‘64 you began to notice these things, these lectures came.  By ‘68, now you must remember, you see the Republic was declared on the 31 May ‘61. So, by 19... when I was in Standard Eight, I was already distributing illegal pamphlets at school.  I had already linked up with people, you know, who were producing these things, and so on.  Right, I’m not sure, there’s a chap called Moola, I’m not sure if he was linked to a chap called Mosie Moola, who was in exile, right.  But I can’t remember too clearly now and you know, who lived in that area. Now I remember getting 
pamphlets and distributing that. But also what struck me was the kind of fear, you know, amongst your fellow students and so on. They just thought that you were nuts, you know, trying to do that, and you know, I think if you remember that period, that was when you know, you had the Rivonia Trial, you know you had all these, and you know by that time the State had really smashed whatever remained of the Liberation Movement. Most of the people either, you know, the Rivonia Trial was ‘64, ‘65, you know that’s when Mandela and the others had gone to prison.  There were a whole lot of other trials going on and they had caught a whole lot of people who had started the MK cadres, who were doing that and many of them, the rest of the people had gone into exile at that time.  So there was very little remaining, but, ja, that time there was very limited kind of activity, you know, so it was, I had gone beyond the point of just being conscious, to becoming that sort of student, an activist of some sort, ja.

MN:
Yes.  How was it politically, because now during that time the organisations were banned. You find that in most communities, ratepayers associations will masquerade as ratepayers but yet come up politically, I mean pushing  political philosophy. 

YM:
There was nothing of that kind, you see because, see what was happening was that firstly, you see that, it was not a, you know, it’s not a classical township or suburb as you have it.  You know, the point is, next to where I lived was a big garage, right.  On the one side was a big wall right there.  I had a narrow kind of passage, you know about say, two, you know about, ja, say a metre or two metres wide, you know, where I used to just play soccer, it was cemented. You know, down the road, was a kind of factory, you know so nobody, people weren’t spending on houses, because it was declared an industrial area, so you remained and you know, in terms of the Group Areas Act, you weren’t going to be able to remain, you know, so by about ‘67, I think, my parents, in fact we had to move out by ‘64, because where that the house is now, you know there’s a kind of light industrial factory, that went up in l964.  So, you know, there was really, you know it was a community, you know, you were resident there, but your time was limited.  I wasn’t conscious of that, you know, at that age, but that’s what was happening, in that sense.  So there was really, you know, there were a few homes here, a few homes down the street, and maybe by l950, there were much more homes, but you know, as I grew up, you know there were more factories coming up or commercial sort of buildings, and the people were diminishing in the area.

MN:
Beginning of your political activism, you said it begun in high school, when you distributed pamphlets. Whose pamphlets were they?  Can you enlighten us more?

YM:
Well, they were just sort of an unnamed, you know, there was, you know if you read this Raymond Suttener’s book, he talks about these roneo  machines, you know.  So they were just roneod pamphlets, you know, you take that kind of paper, type out a stencil, and they run off.  They had no name on it, you know it was just condemning, that we don’t recognise this thing and so on, you know, you just wanted to remain anonymous, and the object of the pamphlet was to get people, you know to boycott these Republic Day celebrations.  You know at school, the students were asked to stand and salute the flag and, you know, so, you know, it was just trying to get people not to do those things.  To say, we’ve got nothing to celebrate, as blacks, you know, in terms of what the Republic, because it’s actually destroying our lives and it’s making current condition worse for us.

MN:
As a distributor, where did you get them from?

YM:
No, no, as I say, I got them from this, you know there was a chap, you know.  Well, there were some people that were linked.  Now, what is not clear in my memory is whether, you know at that stage, you know, there’s, I met, you know, some people around the area, where the mosque was, because you see, also what I may not have mentioned is that, well 
not when I was in High school, but in Primary school, you know, I’m trying to work out, I can’t remember.  But I had to come home and then go back to, ja, but you know what we call madressa, which is kind of religious classes, in the Islamic community.  So right for that whole period, you know, I used to go in the afternoon there, so I think it was in that area and I met, you know, so some of my friends, I think you’ve just got to pardon my memory, because I can’t remember now who these youngsters were.  I can probably remember more faces than names now, but I remember, you know, it was like Moolas or Mayats, or something. The exact fellows now I can’t remember their names. It’s just a long time.  But that’s maybe part of our problem, we don’t record our History, ja.

MN:
You wanted to go to the west but you ended up in Pakistan. Tell us about that trip?

YM:
Okay, well as I said, I ended up in Pakistan.

MN:
When was it by the way?

YM:
This was in l967, ja ‘67, ja right mid’67, because ja that’s right, I did, no, I would have completed my standard eight, no it was ‘68.  Right, it would have been, I finished, the matric I did in ‘67 and then March ‘68, right and I left in July ‘68. Okay, I think when I got again to Pakistan, I suppose your kind of rebellious nature, I suppose continues, right. So I, we were supposed to stay in a hostel, I suppose.

MN:
Were you still a hippie?

YM:
No, no then was when I became - I wasn’t a hippie.

MN:
So you were clean now.

YM:
No, no, well, I suppose after a certain time, my beard would have started growing.  Well, I suppose I had a beard, at that time.  I can’t recall when, you know, but when I got to Pakistan, I would have been growing a beard; and my  hair would have been long, and so on.  So we were students there, but what happened was, that we were staying, like, you know, if you had a university, there were university colleges, and it had residences like yours.  But, I didn’t like it there, and then some of us got together and we went and sort of rented a flat in one of the suburbs, you know, and then I went to a different college there.  Anyway, not much that happened by way of my studies.  If you remember l968 what you had was a whole lot of student uprising even in the West.  You find it was the days of Che Guevara.  There was a chap called, I think it’s Tarieq Ali, or Tarieq Aziz, one of the two, Ali, Ali.  Tarieq Ali, but he was a Pakistani based in the UK, right.  But I didn’t know him, because I was in Pakistan, he was in the UK at that time.  But it was that period, and what you had, but you had a whole student uprising, right, which occurred within a few months.  At that time there was a military dictatorship, I suppose, like you have today, I suppose, Pakistan has been kind of there.  So while I was there, at the university, and it was a very student lead, not lead, but very student involved movement, and also students.  So all your colleges closed down, so not much was happening.  What I then decided to do was to travel, after about a month or two.  I had very little money.  I remember it was about £50 and I decided - I had friends, you know, who had travelled up with me and who had studied with me also at the UIS.  I think that one of the persons was close, I haven’t seen him for a long time, is Farouk Karar, I remember that name.  He’s the one person, and what we had done was, I went to our school in Karachi, Karachi’s a coastal city, and Lahore is inland, you know it’s about, ja, it’s about more distant than from here to Johannesburg, but it would be like Pietersburg.  So I travelled there.  I spent about a few weeks with him and then I travelled across from the northern end through Firozpur to Delhi; but, I suppose you will have to look at the Indian and Pakistani maps to follow what I’m saying.  But anyway, it’s there and then, ja, so what we just did is that, that what I did, I had some friends, and we travelled across but we split up fairly quickly, because I didn’t like their style of travelling, essentially which is, you know - there’s a movie called "If It’s Tuesday, This Must Be Belgium."  Well, if you’ve seen that one, it’s that, and eventually what that movie says, just wait.  It’s these Americans that try and want to get cultured in Europe, alright. It seems Vino knows this movie; it’s a comedy; but it’s hilarious.  It means that if you go, they go through Europe in seven days, or whatever, you don’t know where you are, but you get up and look at, oh so, today, what’s today, it’s Tuesday, so that’s right, and that’s basically what you got.  We stayed in the train all night, we get to Delhi, we get into one of these tour buses, to go and see about twenty tourists at these mosques and temples, and historical sights. I said, look, I don’t want to, for me that’s fine, it’s one of the things, I’ll do it, I’ll read something, I’ll see which one I want to go and see, one or two mosques, one or two temples, but I’m not really here, that’s why I want to take in.  I want to go and sit in.  Even in those days, there was in Delhi, I remember, like a cafeteria, you know, where ordinary people sitting, you know, and you just sit there, and you can sit for a long time.  It was massive, you know, and people come and go and you just drink tea and then you bump into Indians.  One of the things that I could do, besides speaking Gujarati, is that because of my schooling, you know my mother, before she came from India, she had sort of, she had school in Urdu.  Now Urdu and Hindi are very similar, you know, and Hindi and English are about the national languages, except when you go to the south, you know, which is, there are a whole range of other languages. Tamil and others amongst them, and so it’s there, but I think that, but it’s accepted in the north.  It’s also the language in areas like Delhi and so on, so again what was surprising because, you know, people mistook my nationality, or well anyway, because they thought I was anything from French to American to what, looking with this leather jacket, and just, they didn’t sort of link you to being Indian or of Indian origin, you know, when they saw that, but when you spoke the language and when you told them where you were from, even South Africa for an ordinary Indian person, was difficult to physically place. Anyway, so that was the experience.  And then what I did was, I split from these guys and I travelled right to Bombay and then down to Goa, alright, all on my own.  I just wanted an experience, right.  But also you see, just to see that, you know that poverty in India and Pakistan was still prevalent there as well, you know, in all it’s extreme forms, and then what had happened was, that I got back to Pakistan, I had used up my allowance, so I was living off very little money.  Now one of the thing that people warn you about is not eating off the streets, but what they mean about off the streets is, you have these hawkers, because, again it is a sub-tropical climate, it’s not hygienic, the food is left there, flies sit on it and so on, and, you know, I was sort of just very kind of, just being a rebel again, it’s fine, I said now you are, you know we used to use the term, you are sort of bourgeois now.  What, you don’t want to mix with the people; you talk all these things.  I went, I used to go and eat that food. Partly it was necessitated by money, you know, because when you got there and then you know, you had to put your money, you went and sat in a nice hotel and had a good meal, right.  As the money ran out, now you had to find cheaper meals, so however, you rationalise.  Anyway, as a consequence, I got very ill.  I got typhoid in fact, and so I lost about thirty, forty kilograms. Fortunately, we knew students at the medical college there, and I got treatment. But at that time now I was planning to go and hitchhike across to Europe, you know, so it was still there.  My Dad had sent some of my uncle’s, you know, one I know from Cape Town, the other one’s late, but he was from Zambia, and they had gone to Mecca for Haj, and they came because they were going to India, so they stopped over. Now, what had happened is there was a friend of mine, who had a kind of very, it might have been owned by some South African but it was almost like a very dingy kind of room, big room, but, you know, it was just living on the very kind of difficult circumstances, because you know it’s not, it’s kind of that Karachi area is sort of a kind of semi-desert area, so your water is restricted, you only have water for two, three hours a day.  You fill your buckets of water, right, and that was like, you know, below old warehouses and so on, so you have bats flying around and so on. So it was an interesting, again experience.  You see, one of the things I used to do is read a lot.  So I was reading a book called “Crime and Punishment” by Dosteovsky, right, but it was bad to do it in a way, when you’re in that kind depressed kind of situation, because you know, it’s a very good book but it also a kind of very depressing book.  Anyway, when I got ill, there were some other friends.  This guy who’s flat I had moved into, well this place, because he moved into a nicer flat in a suburb, and when I got sick, he had friends who were from East Africa.  They were Ismalis, you see, which is, belong to this Aga Khan.  So I recovered there, but when my uncles came, now very few people knew where I was, so it took them some time to find a friend of mine, at one of these university colleges and trace me, but these Ismali guys, they are sort of less, how do you say, conservative or orthodox about their religious beliefs, you know, so they would go, their women are allowed to go to mosques in, where, sort of, my religious background, they’re not allowed.  So when they came to this flat now, they saw, somebody that was, had lost thirty, forty kilograms, there were these and these women, sort of students or friends were visiting in this flat, I don’t know what must have gone through their heads.  They saw me there.  Then they sort of phoned my father, they said, no, I think Yunus must come back, he can’t stay here and so on, and so they were going to.  So my Dad said, "look, you either come back or I’m going to cut off your allowance." And all that, and anyway.  I 
realised now they were going to, because now the stories that they would hear from your relatives would be worse, so I said let me rather just come back and then sort of rebuilt my life.  So I came back.  This was a year later.  So this would be about June l969.  When I came back, then I went and I had to, I said I must go and work now in Johannesburg, right and I worked for an insurance company, and then I decided, I said I would come, I had no choice now, I had to come to Salisbury Island after that, right.  

MN:
Excuse me.  I forgot to ask you.  What were you studying in Pakistan?

YM:
Well, what we had to do was, you know, it was called an inter-arts degree, it’s like your A Levels, you know, because what it would decide is, where you, you had to pass that course in the first year, and then you would do, the equivalent of a BA or a BCom or whatever you wanted to do, but it’s just that it’s an intervening course, between your Matric and a university qualification.

MN:
Now, your grandparents, having coming from India, do you know why did you go to Pakistan instead of India?  

YM:
Well, Ja, it’s because you see, from my parent’s point of view, although the village is there, the point is that, the whole issue is, they wanted an Islamic country, you see, they felt that for my culture it was better to go to Pakistan rather than to India.  I think that would have been their feeling.

MN:
So, now you came back.

YM:
Ja, So I worked for six-months in an insurance company that was, you know, just to earn some money to save up to come to university, right, and then at the beginning of l970, I came here and I tried to say.  Look I’ve done this course, I had some course credits from Pakistan, but I didn’t have a university exemption, and I was trying to enrol for a BA in l970 at Salisbury Island, and also at the same time, just get this one, I needed Afrikaans I think, it was an exemption subject, right, but anyway they were not buying that.  They said, 
no, you go and get your exemption and, so I decided I'll stay in Durban and I went to M.L. Sultan [Technical College] you know for the evening classes, right, and then I found work at a butchery, not, I wasn’t cutting meat, but I was, as a clerk, a creditors clerk.  It was called, it was in Old Dutch Road now, I can’t remember what it was called again. Orchid Butchery, right.  Okay, so that was, I worked there for the year, and at night I went to and I actually did, besides Afrikaans, I redid Maths, because I just wanted to improve my symbol and I did Economics.  So I just did a third subject, right.  Well, what I also learnt, I did a part-time course on touch typing, which helps me a lot these days, with computers, because, so that’s what I did.  Then in ‘71, that’s, you know, when I first met Vino, because we started that year at, at that time, that first year we were at Salisbury Island, ja, and that’s, ja, so that’s when I started, and then we came here to this place, in ‘72.  Not you, but we, or I came, okay.  Ja, and then, so again that was, by the time I had come into, I was sort of older than most, some of my, a lot of the students in my class, because I hadn't come out of school, because I had those years in Pakistan and working and so on, you know, so, although I had skipped a year.  So it wasn’t too much of a difference, right, but what I had was a lot of other experience, right, You know, one of the things, maybe give you one more anecdote about Pakistan.  When I got there, you know, you get, they had a lot of, in those days, literature from the Soviet Union in these places.  So you get the three volumes of Das Kapital by Karl Marx.  So they come to about three volumes, this thick.  So how much it cost, you know, really it is nothing, you know, it was like one rand today or something, you know, or maybe ten rand, but it was a very nominal amount, even in terms of the value for those books, because I think they had been subsidised by the Soviet Government.  Anyway, so I go like a big shot and I buy these things, right, and every morning I get up and I’m trying to read this thing.  I’m not getting anywhere, because I've got no knowledge of economics and you know, I mean I’m battling.  After, I think about it, about two or three months, I said hey, Yunus, whose time you're wasting and you know, you’ve got to tell the guys you’ve read Das Kapital, but you really not, you need to get grounding and that’s part of the reason why I went and sort of, started doing some courses in economics and so on, even in later in life.  But that was basically that.  When, ja, so, I said I became, you know, I wasn’t too active I think in that ‘71 period.  I was getting to know, but I met a whole lot of the people, who were active in the student politic days, so you know it would be, you know like Pravin Gordhan, your current Receiver of Revenue, Zac Yacoob, Krish Govender, there was a whole lot of persons who were again in the ‘72 period and there were, you know I was again on the more on the kind of - I suppose left, ultra-left as you would call it.  You know, because some people felt that you needed to participate in the system, and the system here would have been the SRC.  I assume those debates go on in student circles, they will probably go on.  But, what happened in l972, right, was that Abraham Tiro was killed, right, and then there whole national student boycotts, right, and this campus, there were also boycotts here.  At the campus here, what had happened was 
that, the SRC was trying to control the crowds, and we were having a lot of differences with some of the SRC people, but what I realised is, no these guys were, you know we used to call them sell-outs in those days, they were only interested in advancing their careers and so on.  But as the boycott unfolded and we interacted more, and generally, you know, because your policy is that, you didn’t want to be exposed, so that you didn’t want the Security Police to know you.  But, you know, I just said, no look these guys were in trouble. You know we were sitting here, in this same campus, cafeteria here across, and the point is that, they were having difficulty in trying to control this sort of crowd, and I think they were appealing to some of us, to say, okay, you’ve got some following and support.  So I went up and I sort of in a sense broke the protocol of my own grouping which was not to go onto a public platform, and just spoke a bit and so on.  Then there was a coalescing of politics, but one became fairly actively involved after that period.

END OF TAPE 1A
RESUMPTION ON 1B
MN:
Welcome back, Sir.  You were telling us about your return to the platform, breaking the protocol.

YM:
Yes, okay.  Ja, I think that was what I did and then after that I think, you know, I worked together closely, I didn’t get onto the SRC but I think what happened, was that as a result of that interaction, I then also realised that there was no point in continuing with the SRC, and then, there was a kind of coalescing of forces and the whole SRC was dissolved.  But that doesn’t mean that the struggle didn’t continue.  So we continued and then again, the second time now, I think it was again around Republic day, but this time I got caught because now we produced the pamphlets at university and I was distributing them in Beatrice street.  So I think that was my first interaction with the Security Police here. But I was taken, but it’s really nothing, because the pamphlets were not necessarily, I think they - but that time I think we had also linked up with the Natal Indian Congress, I think it was the Natal Indian Congress pamphlets, so there was nothing illegal about them, right, they didn’t like it, you know, so they took me in, and at that time, it was Fisher Street, you know, that is where they had the police headquarters before they moved to - I don’t know where they are these days.  So that was the period.  So then I think I just got slapped around and kept for a few hours and then they dropped me off, and so on, right.  Came back, but before that, while we were at Salisbury Island.  In those days, I suppose you heard the story now about the ties. You know you couldn’t come to this university, without wearing a tie.  So the rebel that I was, merrily walking in without my tie, and this, there was a chap called Olivier, who was the rector of this place.  You probably, you know, if you look at the period the 60’s and 70’s, he was an old Broederbonder who was driving in a chauffeur-driven car and he opens his window and he says, "Where's your tie". I said, "oh no, I forgot it" or something.  So he called me up, then there was a disciplinary about that.  That was in ‘71.  Then again in ‘72, or ‘73, then I got caught.  So by that time he knew me.  After that, I had, there was a whole formal disciplinary hearing and all that, and I think they just warned me.  But I think it wasn’t, because they couldn’t charge me criminally. So they just gave me a hard time and they wrote to my parents and, you know the usual things.  But, in terms of my academic side, ja maybe one should just state for the record,  ja, we were here, so that was ‘72, ‘73, right.  I had all my courses.  My majors would have been Private Law 3 and English 3.  So I passed English l and 2 fairly easily.  But what we had was, there was a chap from, a Prof from UCT who had come in at the beginning of that year, Prof Copeland or something.  So he was a kind of very liberal fellow.  But, we then went to see to, he invited us to his house and so on, but you know, I was just a very outspoken fellow.  I tried to keep my mouth shut it didn’t work.  We were sitting there and then so I had a big kind of altercation.  I told that whole English department what I thought of them and their kind of liberalism and so on, you know.  I realised that look, maybe somehow I always felt, because I spent much more time on English 3 than I did on Private Law 3 and the other subjects.  So I got all the other courses except for English 3, which still remains outstanding for the BA, but I decided look, I’m not going to stick around and repeat it just for that one course.  I got Articles and then I worked, I was articled to Enver Motala and then I was doing, sort of, and then I did that B.Proc which I completed by end of ‘75.  And I completed my articles in that two years.  At that stage, at the end of ‘74, well there was the Frelimo rally and so on.  You know that whole period and then you had this, the main SASO trial.  So you had all these guys, Terror Lekota and Strini and Saths, you know you have all these guys.  Now the attorney that was handling it, was a chap called Shun Chetty.  Now he had recently returned from overseas.  These SASO guys went to him and chose him as their lawyer, that was their right, but some of the legal establishment, I was still very young, I mean I was just studying my Articles still, you know, felt why are these guys going to him, where there are much more established black firms and who have got experience, and who also had more sort of Congress leanings, and they didn’t understand.  So while I always sort of Congress leanings, I mean I had also been, you know, in the underground and even by that period, I mean ‘73, ‘74, I had met Mbeki in Swaziland and so on.  But that was a different story.  But I still felt differently towards these guys.  Some of them I knew them and so on. In the ‘72 boycotts, we had worked together and so on, and this friend of mine who I had mentioned, Krish Govender who was at university, but he was articled, and he came to me, said, "look, these guys are there" and so on.  I said, "ja, I know we’ve got to do something, we can’t, because Shun doesn’t, he was new in town and so on, and he needed support."  In any event, what had happened was that they decided also that many of them were from Durban, or even if they were not from here, this was their base, because you know it’s more, not so much UDW, but Medical School and Alan Taylor [Residence], and so. I said, "no fine." Whatever, I’ll use, that’s "they have a right to choose their lawyer, we must help them."  And then we went and saw Shun and Shun said "look, why don’t you come and run the practice." So I spoke to my sort of principal at that time was not an ANC, although now he’s become an ANC guy, I suppose everybody has, but he was Unity Movement [NEUM] in those days, Enver Motala.  But I spoke to him, he was fine about it.  He said, " okay, you go in the afternoons and just help out" and so on.  And then, when I qualified in early '76, then Shun said to me,  "Look here, why don’t you just continue to run, because this trial is going to run for another year or so." So when I qualified I worked for him. Then, what happened, while he was running the trial, you had the Soweto uprisings, June ‘76, and Shun was, he had a small office in Pretoria, he opened up an office in Johannesburg, and because he was handling this trial, I think, you know, just everybody just went to him.  I mean that’s how it happens.  It happened to my practice, later in the 80’s, just that people just come to you, because you have the experience.  But also, that many ordinary lawyers are scared to deal with the Security Police.  You know, once you start dealing with them, it’s really, it’s just business, and you know, I had from that early experiences, I started, well I was picked up, anyway in that '73 period.  Okay, so that was that and then until I sort of carried on and I became after a year or so, a partner with Shun.  I was running the Durban office and we were discussing - [cellphone ringing].  

TAPE SWITCHED OFF
ON RESUMPTION
MN:   We're back.


YM:
So what happened was then, I think he had to leave the country in ‘79 and then I just took over the practice.  But, there was some kind of negotiations with the Law Society, but I was able to show them that this practice had been different and it was just a matter of time, you know, to work out an arrangement with Shun to take over the Durban practice, because he really had no interest in coming back, because now he had been working in Johannesburg for about four, five years and he had a busy, thriving practice.  In the meantime, I wasn’t going to go back, you know, because I had already worked at this practice here, and to go back, because although my parents were in Johannesburg, things had just been developing here.  Politically then in l977, you know, I got raided, that was just about when, you know, Biko I think died, or just around that period.  And then, I was ja, again I, you know the point is as a kind of student involved in the struggle, by the time I was a young lawyer, but you know I had a whole lot of literature, you know struggle and sort of left literature.  And at that time, we had very kind of stringent Publications Control Board.  You could never keep record of every book that they were banning or whether, sometimes.  I never bothered sometimes, if it was a good book, I didn’t bother too much that it was banned.  Hopefully, I didn’t want to keep it at home for too long.  But I think there were some books that they had found. They eventually charged me, you know in terms of contravention of that Publications Control Act. Ja, for being in possession of unlawful literature.  


MN:
And your sentence?

YM:
No, no.  I got acquitted.  You know, it’s difficult to charge a lawyer and make it stick.  Ja, the reason, I think, you know again, I knew advocates and I got defended and so on.  I got, I think I was charged twice and I got on both those occasions, I got acquitted, you see, in terms of those kind of charges on that, or once, I can’t recall now.  But ja, that was basically what happened. So I didn’t serve a sentence.

MN:
Were you successful in defending the case that you were doing, Terror Lekota’s one?

YM:
No well, I really was more based in the Durban office, the lawyers handled it.  No, they all sort of well I suppose, I’m not sure, well, success in the sense, no not that they, they all went to jail, so I think in that sense, we weren’t successful.  I suppose in terms of the kind of sentences and so on that you did.  See I think, also one has to remember that for a lot of them, the measure of success was that you, they didn’t want to get off at any cost.  So in other words, they wanted political people to defend them, because they also, for them the courts became a theatre of struggle and you had to sort of, it was also a kind of finesse sort of thing, that you don’t break the conventions, and yet allowed a political statement to be made.  And unless you were a political being yourself, you know they wouldn’t be able to kind of have that nature of that discussion and plan a strategy to do that.  So, you know, for me it is always saying, that I couldn’t respect, you know, I went and helped out even in that case, and whenever I’ve acted for people, you know, it’s to respect their wishes, you know, to do that.  You know, I mean it’s like, Madiba’s famous statement.  The point is that, you say that you stand by your beliefs, you can get acquitted, if you deny what you believed in.  But the point is, do you want to deny that?  I think, those were the kind of questions.  So in a sense, whether it was a success or not, it depends how you measure it, you know.  And I suppose different people will have different views on that.  

MN:
During that period, when you started your practice, you were in company in your practice.  Were you politically affiliated?  Because in that time, the political organisations like the ANC were banned.

YM:
I was politically affiliated, but more as a underground operator in the ANC.  You know, the point is that - but I wasn’t, there were people,   what had happened in that time, was that these guys were on trial, there were people who were more antagonistic.  I wasn’t antagonistic, you know, to the sort of Black Consciousness people. We sorted of debated a lot and so on, I mean, I remember sitting with a lot of them, without you and this sort of thing, they knew that we differed on certain philosophies.  But the point is, that I worked with them, I respected them as people who were fighting for liberation as well.  But we might have differences in terms of ideas and philosophies but otherwise that was ja, how it was.  But, you know again, one of the things that I was raided for was, you know, worked with now the retiring Public Protector, Selby Baqwa.  We had, you know Steve had started, at that time, Zimele Trust Fund. I was one of the trustees.  I remember Thenjiwe [Mtintso]] who is also now, the Deputy Secretary-General of the ANC. You know, but some of us were trustees.  I think at least Selby and I were, so I think one of the times I was raided, I don’t know if I was charged, but you know it was ‘77.  Because this was a fund which was going to help families and education and so on.  So it was, more of a kind of thing, but again, because it 
was linked to Steve and so on, they sort of raided us and they wanted all the trust deeds and so on from my office and so on.  That’s right, I think what I confused, I think then I was raided again in ‘79, right, you know, and that’s when they found all the literature and they charged me.  So the ‘77 one was on the Zimele thing and then they couldn’t charge me, I think, they did that and so on.  I think around the time, I think, ja, that shortly after Steve would have been killed and so on, I think that’s when that would have happened.

MN:
Can you tell us more about your underground work?

YM:
Okay, ja well.  You see what we were involved with was just on the political side, right.  I’ve never been involved on the military side of the ANC. My involvement has always been on the political side.  Well, the point is, we had sort of the links, you know, with people in the ANC, and so at that time, I’d sort of gone out in '73, and then we were getting a lot of people who were coming out.  By ‘74, you know, you had Jacob Zuma, now the Deputy President, and he, there was a friend of his who was killed in exile, Judson Khuzwayo, right, I was fairly close to them.  We used to work with them.  They had the underground cells, you know, drive them around to go and see Harry Gwala, who was based in Pietermaritzburg.  That was the one sector.  But then Mac Maharaj came out in l976, so, you know, you had every year, a number of political prisoners coming out, you know, and then later, Ebrahim Ismail [Ebrahim] came out.  There was a lot of exiles right, who we worked with, but we also sort of trying to build up a mass movement, right, because we were involved with the Natal Indian Congress.  I didn’t become an executive member until ‘79, but you know, I knew a lot of the people, the President and most of the members of the executive.  So, there was a close relationship, but we also had differences with them, because, you see, they had their - some of them had a philosophy that all you must do is fly the flag.  And we're saying, you can fly the flag, but if you don’t get ordinary people to start believing and supporting you, so it was, the philosophy was, how do you get, you know, people, ordinary day to day people to become more active.  You’ve got to bear in mind that it’s a very different era from what you’ve got, you know, or what you had developed even in the ‘80’s. You came out where, your sort of open movement was kind of smashed by the State, you know, in that period of the ‘60’s and early ‘70’s.  You had Black Consciousness coming up and saying, "You’ve got to affirm yourself as black people and so on."  And now you had to take forward and say to people.  We started a lot of work around the civic movement.  I did a lot of work.  I started, you know, there was an area called Tin Town, where the Umgeni river used to flow.  I think now what you’ve got is, it’s called Springfield Park, I think it would have been Tin Town, but you know the road was very different and so on, this whole area.  This road that you come up now was, we used to take our buses from here, this is a corrugated road and the road used to curve around this river.  Anyway, ‘76 there were particularly damaging floods, there, and the problem was that those people used to get flooded every few years.  They were on the flood plain, they shouldn’t have been living there.  They had shack settlements.  Then we became involved and campaigned with them and then they were relocated in Phoenix, and we worked with them in Phoenix, because again they moved a bit more quickly, but you know around living conditions.  But around that we began to develop a civic movement and we gave a platform, you know to the NIC fellows, you know, so your, the executive fellows.  A number of them are now late like your MJ Naidoos, and so on, who actually had the ability to come in and address people, you know, at those meetings and so on.  But they were interacting with sort of working class, poorer people, within the community and not simply waiting for; getting a fresh statement issued on those kind of issues. And that carried on, that movement built up.  We worked in Chatsworth and so on right.  By l979 you know, particularly myself and Praveen, we took on a very controversial position. This you could read up in the papers, I used to read the papers again.  But we questioned a political tactic which was called, the same one which I mentioned about the SRC, that whether you should participate in the, at that time, I think it was called the SAIC, South African Indian Council.  It was a puppet body, a body of stooges, but you know it’s an old debate, which goes back to Lenin.

MN:
Can we pause, now.

END OF RECORDING ON TAPE 1B
RESUMPTION ON TAPE 2A
MN:
Welcome back.  You were telling us about the raid, in l979.

YM:
In ‘79, ja I was raided.  I’m not sure why we were raided, but anyway, I don’t think that the Security Police always needed a reason. After that raid, I think again it was around about the October period, right.  That’s when they found this, what we called banned books, unlawful literature, right, on me.  They took away a whole lot, I think.  They had to return many of them because they were not listed but the, eventually there were one or two books that they charged me with.  I was charged.  I defended myself and I was acquitted, right.

MN:
You didn’t take a lawyer?

YM:
No, no.  I did take a lawyer.

MN:
Oh, I see.

YM:
No, no I didn’t defend myself.  I had an advocate.  There’s a saying that says that  ‘a lawyer who has himself as a client is a fool.’  So I always followed that, because I think, if I’ve got my own problem, I can’t be objective about it, I need somebody else, because I’d be more emotional about it.  Anyway, that was l979.  Then also ja, what I had started telling you about was also that, we then started this political discourse about participating, and ja, and as a result of that, it was I think, within the political activist circles, a very kind of lively debate and so on.  What we, I suppose when we initiated a debate, didn’t understand, is that people are very emotional about an institution like the South African Indian Council.  So we were also, and the newspapers loved it, right, because you love controversy and fights and so on.  So people were vilifying us and so on and saying, these guys have sold out and so on.  I think, ja, so eventually what had happened was that we agreed, you know, that we said at a certain point in time.  Look, we weren’t saying that we should participate but felt that we must seriously consider the issue.  It has raised a debate, you know, and what it achieved for us our objective, which was actually to get people to think more deeply and not to sort of react mechanically, to issues.  And then we had a kind of conciliatory meeting and then I; I think both of us were co-opted onto the executive of the NIC, Natal Indian Congress, at that time.  But it also raised the public profile, because within a certain sort of sector of the press, you were getting a fair amount of coverage, you know, as I said, it’s what journalists like.  Okay, then, what you had is again, you know, I think the political activity was increasing; the Union Movement was growing stronger.  More people were, sort of I suppose coming off the Island; we had developed contacts. But there were civic movements developing.  We had one here, you know, people, you know like the present Minister of Finance [Trevor Manuel] were in this, the Cape areas housing action committee.  You had Motlana and Eric Morobe now and I suppose, even Thambi, the Mayor of Johannesburg were involved in Soweto Civic Association.  So we all knew each other and so on, and so there was this a kind of burgeoning movement, a student movement as well. Then I think again, you had in that l980’s period again, another set of detentions right.  I just remember that I 
know this Yunis Shaik and Avar, and Thumba [Pillay] and MJ [Naidoo] and George [Sewpersadh], a lot of the NIC executive guys.  There was another student boycott I think going on. That l980’s period, right and they all got detained, and again I acted for someone else.  I went and saw them, they were in Modderbee Prison. This was a preventive detention. I forget what it’s just called now, the Act.  No, no, this is what I was teaching now.  That’s a different one.  But what you had, this was some other thing, it was Section 77 or something, but you can look that up.  But it was, you don’t get charged.  What they just do is they detain you and they keep you.  You know, they did that in ‘77 to, I remember [Ntatho] Motlana, Diliza Mji; quite a few people who were detained under that Section, as well.  Anyway, what happened then in l981, right is when I got detained in terms of Section 29.  No, no I didn’t, it was Section 6 of the Terrorism Act, the same one as the SASO guys.  That was still the Terrorism Act, because the Internal Security Act came in and I got that for my later detention.

MN:
That was because of your underground work.

YM:
That was because of my underground work.  Now at that time what you had is that, there were massive detentions in Johannesburg.  It was mainly, but it was people, they were trying to, they were detaining a lot of, there were MK activities going on, so you know, your Bulalani Nquka, the national boss was in detention at the same time as us, right. However, I was at that time we were at CR Swart now.  Now remember Praveen’s cell was opposite and Bulalani was there; Praveen was next to him; and there was a youngster, Simon Tombela who was next to me and so on.  But they were involved with other activities, right, and we were involved with the political thing.  Anyway, broadly that time, I was detained for about six months.  You know, that was the period where either you were tortured and the usual things, and then what happened after that, they could never have enough evidence to charge me, right.  It was in that period that Neil Aggett was killed by them also, in l981, I think.  After that, I think things might have eased up a bit, I think you know, after his death, the protests from outside, were mounting and so on.  But at that time, they had charged, one of the people they charged was Barbara Hogan.  You know, she’s now in the portfolio - she’s chairs the portfolio on Finance, and then she served a prison term. But she was somebody that I had also worked with in that period, you know.  And then there was, they also charged you know, two other chaps.  There was a chap called Prema Naidoo and Sirish.  They were also charged, because they helped the guys who had escaped.  They had sort of allowed them to escape.  They took them across the border, up to the border and so on.  They served a two-year prison term as well.  So some people were charged.  Many of them they couldn’t, they didn’t have enough evidence.

MN:
Is that l981?

YM:
Ja, ‘81, ‘82.

MN:
‘81, ‘82.

YM:
Okay then when.  Sorry.

MN:
Can we go back to 1977.  The death of Steve Biko; because you mentioned earlier on that you worked for this Zimele.  How did it affect you, after that, I mean, you were raided because of that Zimele project.  How did you go on after that?  Did you stop, did you, what, how was your reaction?

YM:
Well, for me, it was just a matter of time, you know.  About, you know these raids and detentions and so on.  The point is that well, you know, I have always said that the first one, which I had an interaction with them was in ‘73, you know.  It might have been a bit more shocking and so on, but the others were really not too serious, but also because I was handling political trials, I had to phone these guys and they had to come into my office and, you know, exhibits in court trials and you’re interacting with them, you know, so it wasn’t, ja, I mean it didn’t sort of stop me, you know, I think what, just to go back to my 
parents, because they felt, you know, well I mean they were always supportive, but after I came out, because I was released you know.  I was kept here at CR Swart until about February, March and then for about two months, I was taken and kept there, because, you know I was kept in Kempton Park and taken to John Vorster, right. I was released from John Vorster, and then I went and spent a week with my parents before I came back to Durban.  But they always wanted me to sort of give up politics and change my life. You know, but I think after that period, now I think, in their own minds, they thought well, this chaps learnt his lesson now, you know, because see you know, just getting raided and charged is really [not] a joke. When you really get sort of, you're held in solitary for six months, you know that, I think for them I suppose it’s a test you see, ja.  Now hopefully, these chaps have taught this chap a lesson.  He’s going to now carry on and become a proper lawyer, and just carry on with his life and give all of this politics up, I mean.  They respected what I did.  They weren’t happy about it, because they had, it’s obviously for parents, it’s an anxious life, to find that you’re actively involved. Anyway, to continue with the story now, sorry.

MN:
Now we can go back to 1981, ‘82.

YM:
Ja, that’s where I was going to pick it up from.  So after I came out, what we then did was that in that early ‘83 was, you know you had, what had developed was, all these civic organisations, the trade union movement but, you know, there was a mass movement that was developing, but they needed coordination, right.  Then some of us were of the view that maybe the time is right to try and form - we were looking at, I had literature on the Philippines.  They had what they called in the Philippines the NDF, the National Democratic Front.  So we started a debate.  We felt that there was, you know, there was a meeting held in Johannesburg at the City Hall, by the, I think they had again, an anti-SAIC [South African Indian Council] committee, at that time.  They didn’t have the Transvaal Indian Congress; and Allan Boesak was going to be the guest speaker there.  So we spoke to him and asked him to say that this might be a good idea to - if he agrees with the idea, to mention it in his speech.  But we used that to form the committees, you know, to sort of to say that the idea is a good one, that we should go back and start investigate it. At least in the three, sort of major urban centres, where we had, you know the network, which was Cape Town; Johannesburg and Durban.  Then we spent a lot of ’82 - was just in the preliminary work, you know, which led to the emergence of the UDF [United Democratic Front] in l983 then, you know, there was a launch, right and that was in l983.  So when it was, in Durban I was always part of that committee, that formed it, and for I suppose, for as long as it remained, I remained the provincial secretary of the UDF, in the sort of KZN region and on the NEC.  So then, the UDF, I think, had it’s formal launch and I think all that is fairly well documented, that period, in ‘83, and then you know, what you had is the whole, sort of Vaal-Sebokeng thing.  But you know, by ‘84, you had these mass uprisings all over, and then you had, by ‘85, you had this Botha's Rubicon speech and the country was getting worse. You had the first State of Emergency in July ‘85.  Okay, so after that Emergency, that was when I was detained again, right. That time the whole of the UDF NEC, those were remained around, they could get.  So I think, you know, again it was myself; I know Kurnick Ndlovu was detained with me and Titus Mofolo we were in; Terror Lekota and Popo [Molefe] were the general secretaries, right; we were held in Pretoria, at that time.  I was taken from here, they were in Pretoria as well, but they were awaiting trial prisoners because the Treason Trial was going on in Pretoria.  So, although I had been an attorney, but again in prison you always establish communication and so on, so anyhow I was in touch with them and we had our methods of being in touch and so on, so I was able to maintain contact.  Again, after that they didn’t get enough evidence.  So after a few months, they released us, right.  But at the same time, you know, like Praveen Gordhan, Billy Nair and so on, were held in Durban as well, and I think they had taken in some more of the high-profile people, who were not involved.  Allan Boesak I think was detained for a while. Farouk Meer I think was also detained, I think at that time.  So there were, there were a whole lot of other people.  You see there were a number of people in that ‘85, ‘86 period who were being kept in Preventive detention, right, and they were being kept, not in Pretoria, in the Johannesburg prison.  So I think that’s, that period, then I think again - ja, what had happened was that in ‘85, you know one of the sort of things that had happened I think for me, which was significant is that, we had to interact.  The Commonwealth had formed an Eminent Persons Group, right, which was headed by Obasanjo, right, the current leader of Nigeria and the former, one of the former Prime Ministers of Australia now, I forget his name, I don’t think it was Hawke, it was a conservative guy, but I don’t know, anyway, whatever his name was.  But what I realised for the first time, was that when these guys came to us they said, look, they were really talking about a negotiated solution, settlement, right, because and we thought we must go through this exercise, but only after that did I begin seriously to, I mean I was just quite - I said "look, what do you guys want?"  We had our whole long list of demands, complete and unconditional surrender, you know, you wanted at that time.  But obviously it got you thinking to say, ‘look we've really dented these guys and basically you’ve got to seriously start thinking.’  But also during that period, although I was underground, I had more, sort of contacts, because I was acting in two Treason Trials, right, because well the other saga which would have occurred in that period in ‘84 would have been the consulate drama, again.  I think, you’ll probably interview some of the people who were in there, so let them talk more about that.  But the consequence of, as a result of that, what followed that was that, you know, immediately those people were released, the majority of them, from there, together with a whole lot of others, like Mama Sisulu, Frank Chikane and others were charged with that first Treason Trial in Maritzburg, right, so.  Now because of that, I had to have, because a whole lot of things were that they were saying that these people, using mass democratic, particularly UDF platforms, right, to propagate the ANC, that we were a front for the ANC.  I mean the essence of both the Treason Trials was that, right, and that gave me as a lawyer, a legitimate reason, I thought they won’t detain me.  It didn’t help too much, because they still did.  But you know to go, so I made a number of trips, I think, then to Lusaka and so on to see.  That time, ja so you know, it was Oliver Tambo was still alive you know, because I had to interact with some of the top leadership, with him usually, and other sort of persons, right.  Then one had got to know him and I used to go often to, because I had a passport, I was able to, although we were underground from ‘86, right, so let me jump to ‘85, you had one Emergency, it was in the national Emergency.  It hit certain pockets.  I was detained in that latter part of ‘85, but at least, ‘86 then you got a full-scale Emergency, right, you know, which we then went on, and then I think the situation was deteriorating.  But then I had arranged and facilitated the meeting between the leadership of the ANC and the UDF, right.  And that was in ‘86.  I remember we spent about just under a week together, it must have been less, about three or four days in a place in Sweden, just looking at strategies and policy and so on.  Then I think we had come back, and I think now increasingly I was involved, I managed to remain undetained, but there were people, you know a lot of people got detained when they raided.  Many of us were underground.  But slowly people were getting picked up and so we were trying to run, because Terror [Lekota] and Popo [Molefe], who were the general secretary and publicity secretary were detained.  Then you had Murphy Morobe and Valli [Moosa], right, our current Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism, then they got detained.  Then this guy Titus Mofolo took over.  He’s working with Eric, then they got detained.  But after that, I think, these guys, you know Murphy and Valli went to the Consulate, the US Consulate. The NIC guys went to the British Consulate here in Field Street.  So they were out at that time, but the long and short of it is, I remained underground until I was caught in l988.  By that time, when I was caught, I think Govan Mbeki had already been released and a few months later he, with Walter and Ahmed Kathrada, with that grouping of people, released as well.  So I was then restricted, right, and I think then although I was restricted, I was, oh ja, I went, we were going in December now, I was going to the Transkei now for a holiday, right.  So, now I was with a noisy group.  You know it was just the Shaik family, right.  Now the Shaik brothers; and Vino will know this lot, right.  So we go into this Wimpy restaurant at six, seven in the morning, because we left at four in the morning.  I realised now we shouldn’t have done that because they had a security policeman who had, you know, sort of arrested, detained me, seen me.  So they called me aside and all that, and said but, now I’m more worried about them not taking us because these Shaik guys had been underground, at that time.  They had just been released.  So I’m saying to them; I went and saw these guys and so on.  No look, I said, "ja man look, but it’s Christmas now." It was between Christmas and New Year or something. I said, "Where’s your festive spirit?  I’m not doing anything.  Can you see I’m doing anything political here.  I’m here because I’m having a holiday." And I told them some story, we were going to Oribi Gorge, and we’re just taking a drive and we’re busy going back, and all that.  And typical of my rebellious nature, let’s just, let’s wait for them to drive off, we’ll go to the Transkei, they can’t catch us there.  When I come back I’ll face the music.  So I got charged again, right.  Now, by the time, the law works slowly.  By the time I got back, it was early ‘89, they came and two, three months later, they brought this charge sheet.  So I was surprised that they were going to charge me.  Anyway, by the time we had all the - but by now, you 
know all these guys had been released, you know, there was Walter and them and there was talk and all that, and the trial kept on getting postponed, so then we knew that this De Klerk was going to make the statement, you see where, then there was that statement.  So the trial I think was scheduled again for February l990, you know, so we said to the Magistrate, no adjourn this, we want to go and listen to this speech.  So they came back and then we said, "no look, this is what he’s saying.  He’s unbanning the organisation and you’re charging me, well with a technical offence.  Should you not go and take instructions again and all that."   And they said, "no, let’s carry on with the trial."  So anyway we said "alright, we’ll carry on."   I think, we’re not going to carry on today or something.  We got some technical reason and we adjourned it.  Then I think a month or 
two later, they came to me, they said "alright, no the charges are withdrawn."  Because for them it would have been stupid to proceed, you know, if you are sort of entering a climate of this thing [negotiation].  Ja, then I think after that what had happened was that, as far as the UDF and 
you know, you had the ANC unbanned, and one of the problems that we had to always  contend with was, whether the UDF, whether we wanted to set ourselves up as an alternate leadership, that was more popular than those guys who were in exile.  I think in some way, the tension remains, but I initially said, not for the reason that we wanted to be an alternate, I just think that it would have been good, if the UDF had remained, I mean.  I argued that position openly, but I think the majority view was, that no we must disband the organisation. I realised that there was a climate of suspicion and so on, and so we then sort of decided and the decision for l990/l991 we closed the organisation, you know, and things discontinued.  But I had also, in my own mind decided that look, once you have this view, on the process to this political freedom, I didn’t want to be a politician in the classic sense, you know.  Now I don’t get it so much, but in the ‘94/95 period, people came up to me, "why are you not in Parliament?"   Because they expect that your, if you have had an active political life of struggle, that the logical place you want to end up is actually that.  What I decided to do was, then I came back to this institution.  I did an MBA, right from ‘91 to ‘93.  So I got an MBA degree, because for me, if you now had moved, you know to economic liberation, then so I didn’t sort of left politics.  When I completed my MBA; then I was asked again by people to run the election, so we, I had sort of, although you know you can’t undo your political history.  I hadn’t been involved.  I was, I think I was an ordinary sort of branch member, you know, at some level, but I had never been active, I probably didn’t even renew my membership, because I was so busy with my studies.  So I didn’t have time to actively participate.  I mean, I was called in from time to time but more as a kind of, I was a bit young to be an elder, but when these guys are fighting, the youngsters used to, I remember that area, Greenwood Park, it’s one of the areas where they always fight with each other, you know, between Effingham and Greenwood Park. And I was asked to come and mediate between some different groupings, but it was those kinds of activities.  But really I wasn’t holding an office position, and at that time, even the area where I was sort of staying, the Phoenix area, but I wasn’t actively involved.  So then it was fine.  I think, in the talks at CODESA, they needed to find people who, well every party trusted, because you know the person who was head of the directorate was the Director-General of Home Affairs and you know, there was myself and there was another chap called Chinga Madiba from Transkei, and he had been part of Holimisa’s government, he was a DEG.  So the three of us had to run this election.  So I was involved for a year, for ‘93, ‘94 until after the election.  So you know, just till I stayed around for a while to wind up.  And ja, that’s basically, after that I’ve just been sort of carrying on, more sort of serving on boards and so on.  What I did for Government was, I served on the board of the Airports Company, and then I’ve done some things for the Ministry. I think, at that time Pallo Jordan had got me, I wrote a fishing policy for them and chaired a transformation, a Fisheries Transformation Council, until ‘99, so you know that’s, now I’m sort of a lawyer, but I don’t, you know, I more into sort of, because of my MBA.  I just do corporate law and I’m doing business- related things, but that’s in summary, the essence, now of all that I have to say.

MN:
Can we come back to l989?

YM:
Okay.

MN:
What do you think led to the Nationalist Party opening the doors; I mean starting these transformations or changes?

YM:
You know, the point is that, you know there were, as I said because when I realised when these guys, this Eminent Persons Group, you know came here, they were saying that, the Government was in serious crisis right.  Okay, I think firstly that, you know we had a slogan in the UDF  "make the country ungovernable."  The point is that they were losing, there were situations, I don’t want to go into too much of a political discourse, what we call, you know, you have situations there are certain townships that they couldn’t enter. The point is that I must say myself, that you know, our analysis was correct, when we sort of launched the UDF, right, but the extent of the kind of pent-up mass anger and support we got, was beyond our expectations, right.  I mean, you were sitting in that NEC,  you were not in control of that organisation, you were in control of the organisation in a formal sense, but the point is, it was a front.  So what was sprouting up all over the show and the rate at which it was growing. So firstly, that  happened.  Secondly, that after that Rubicon speech, the point is when you become, when you don’t have control, people didn’t have faith. They were not going to invest. People were divesting from the country. So there was only one path.  You could have gone you know, like maybe, Israel and Palestine is a classic example we’re living with. That’s what we could have become or you had to sit around right.  You know, I mean, I remember sitting in some room... [interruption]

MN:
Can we pause?

END OF RECORDING ON SIDE A
RESUMPTION ON SIDE B
MN:
Welcome back. You were telling us about the Rubicon speech effect and you were taking us through the reasons of why the National Party relented.

YM:
Okay, ja I think, ja in a sense everybody uses that Rubicon speech, you know as a kind of turning point, you know.  For me you know it was, as I say I was interacting during that period and shortly there afterwards, this Eminent Persons Group right. But you know I also said to you because of both my old underground [work] and as a lawyer for a lot of the high-profile defendants.  You see, because you know, although even from my firm, we handled a lot of the trials, you know I had the youngest staff members dealing with the public violence cases because the problem is, if you’ve got, you know you’ve got Terror [Lekota] who’s your client; or a Mac Maharaj, you know, you’ve got to interact with them; they expect to see you; and the point is they’re friends also; you know so it was at a different level, but also I was interacting.  So I had, just meetings with a lot of the leadership people in the ANC, at the top, whether it was Tambo, Mbeki or Slovo or Mac, you know, it was or Zuma, you know it was, you were interacting, so maybe I had more insight.  So I knew that the regime was in difficulty, right, and they needed to go for a compromise.  I don’t think, I think what you had is that one a situation of dual-power but on the other hand, the ANC was not in a position militarily, to overthrow the Government. The point is that they realised that, right, and it became evident to me over a number of discussions, you know, that we have to look at a negotiated settlement, and we need to, and we're going to have to kind of manage the militancy on our side and that was going to happen. You know, recently I met one of these youngsters, now he’s a kind a general manager, regional manager for the Afrox-grouping here in Durban, right. In l989 he was a student, medical student somewhere, but in NUSAS.  So, he’s says to me, "you know, Yunus..." - remember when I met him now about a month or two months ago -  "I’ll never forget you."  I said, "what, why, what happened?"  He says, no I was addressing a lot of small groupings all over.  So I went to the guy and said what you need to start thinking about, is that look we’re going to have a negotiated settlement here, not we will, but there’s a high probability. You know, the regime is in trouble, we can’t take power, I’m saying exactly the kind of things, and I think the point is, that we can move the country forward best, and I think that’s a lot of the debate that is going on within the leadership.  You’ve got to start considering that.  Then he tells me, he says,  "After you walked out the room, I said who’s this looney fellow here, talking about a negotiated settlement?"  He says, "but when this thing happened, you know, I couldn’t forget you, because you know, you had said that to me."  You know, but I think that’s the short answer to your question.

MN:
Thank you. Now CODESA came. CODESA the negotiations, when you said you were part of it.

YM:
Well, I was marginally involved.  I said you know, the point is I was doing my MBA, right.  The point is that, you know, they had included all the sort of political organisations and so on, so you know, I was still on the -  by that time the UDF was dissolved, but you still had the Natal Indian Congress, and so we had seats and so on, and I you know, sort of be a gap-filler for some people.  But it wasn’t what I wanted to do with my life, you know, so I used to go, just to help out, but I wasn’t central to discussions and I used to go more as a kind of a duty to assist others.  You know, but my heart and soul wasn’t in it.  I was doing that you see, because when I started the MBA, you know, Farouk Meer said to me, look you’re going 
to drop out after six months or so.  So I said no, Farouk.  But anyway, let’s see. You know, I decided I know where I want to go with my life, then.  You know, I was clear that that MBA was going to get preference. You know, because the MBA is a course, you know, I don’t know how they value it now, but basically you have to work during the day.  You have to attend courses from five to eight, nine o’clock at night.  A lot of my friends ended 
up having their own domestic kind of lives in difficulty, and they tell you that before.  You have to go for a psychometric test. You know, so it’s demanding.  You know, you’ve got to make choices about life and I think that’s a choice I had made.  

MN:
Some people have voiced some reservations about the composition of CODESA. Some people have like have reservation about the inclusion of the Homeland leaders and all that.  Were you okay with the composition?

YM:
Well, let’s say that, the point is that I didn’t see it as the Homeland leaders, you know, should have been there.  But I think, the point is that, you know, what Mandela said, that if you’re genuinely negotiating, it is about compromise. So you can’t have everything that you want. A good negotiation succeeds because each side is saying, "this is what I’d like to have, but okay I’m giving in on this and you give in on that."  You know, and for me, giving in on the issue of, those kind of, you know those sort of what we had called the collaborator kind of parties, those Homeland governments and so on, being there, was something I could live with.  

MN:
Even the inclusions of the, are you in that Homelands, do you include the Rajbansis, and all?

YM:
Ja, I was, I mean you know, I still think I mean, I think today it’s the wrong strategy, still.  But I’m saying, you know it’s something, you know I don’t in principle have an opposition to that, you know because, what I’m saying is that he will argue that he was doing what, because you must remember when I told you the other story about ‘79, you know it’s a tactical thing, right.  You know for me I don’t think, I don’t think that’s a tactical issue for Rajbansi, I mean he’s in a different kettle of fish.  But I don’t react emotionally to that, I mean I’ve heard the debate and I’ve said to them.  I was on the other side because again, you see, maybe because of my interactions, a lot more with the leadership, you know in the ANC.  You know, because the point is, you see, when you meet Obasanjo and he says to you, "Yunus, do you want to rule this country, or are you going to keep on making these unrealistic demands?  You know, you are not in a position to defeat these guys.” You know, because you know, aside from meeting them formally, you know I remember.  I mean, the one thing for me, you know just to give you one.  We were in Cape Town at the Cape Sun Hotel and I remember it was Kurnick Ndlovu, Trevor Manuel and myself.  We were sitting with Obasanjo in his private suite now, not with the other guys.  The SA Air Force at that time, in l995 bombed the refugee camps in Botswana.  So I said, I was, it’s bad in a sense, but people were being killed, but it was a relief but the point is that, that put paid to those talks, you see, because the EPG [Eminent Persons Group] said, well these guys are not serious, right, because I was worried that, you know.  We needed to, you know, I just needed to do a lot more thinking within myself, you know, in my own mindset to start saying.  How are we prepared to govern this country and what does it do, right.  Now, you know; then when I went to Lusaka you know, like O.R. [Oliver Reginald Tambo] was saying to me.  Look, and you know, by that time I was meeting, you know, all these guys, Zola Skweyiya and Matthews Phosa and [Penuel] Maduna, because they came down to us.  Now we had started a legal thing, but they were preparing saying, how are we going to run the justice system, you know.  So it wasn’t, the point is that, you know, it depends where you’re coming from.  I suppose, you know I was in a different context, it was different.  I mean, you know the point is that the Rajbansi's or the Mangope's, were really going to be irritants, they had nuisance value.  They really, they, it was De Klerk and ourselves, you know, who were going to really be the guys deciding on the power thing.  So whether he wanted to use these guys to bolster himself a little bit, and they made a bit of a noise.  They really didn’t matter at the end of the day, and you know my view, when I had argued with some people, that you’re mis-focusing, by focusing on these guys, because they’re peripheral.  I know emotionally, you’re right, I mean they are, you see there’s a lot more noise, you know and this was some of my friends who were making it.  So it’s fine, I’ll tell them, you know I’ve said this to them also, so it’s nothing to hide.  That you focus too much on those kind of small issues.  So I don’t know whether, it wasn’t an issue for me, but fortunately or unfortunately, but that was the fact.

MN:
Am I right in saying, that you don’t feel like the freedom fighters or the freedom movements, compromised a lot during the negotiations.  I'm basing this on your quotation of Madiba that "you cannot win all, you cannot have everything."

YM:
Ja, I mean for me that is just, there’s no doubt at all in my mind, right.  You see, because I think if we hadn’t gone that route, that what would have been happening in this country, then Palestine would have been a joke.  You know the point is that, because you see the thing is we would have been in a kind of situation, we’d not have; they were militarily very powerful.  We were not in a position to do that yet. We could have caused a whole lot of untold damage; that the country would have gone down the precipice and nobody would have been better off, but we would have ended up with a devastated country, in a situation.  You know, war is for me, the point is, you see the difference with the ANC again, I don’t want to come across didactically, but the point is, every time when MK was formed in ‘61, you know the debate there, the divisions it caused, it’s always there.  You see, you only undertake a military struggle, though I supported it, you know, and would still support those decisions I think, I think those were correct.  But they are, is an extension of your political - the politics always remain in command. You don’t become militarist in the process.  So for me there was never any question that the decision ultimately was the correct one.  

MN:
Now, coming to the question of the Truth and Reconciliation [Commission].  Was it a necessity, was it right?  Did we need it in this form?  The reason I’m asking is because I’ve heard some views, saying that we were too lenient, we should have had a Nuremberg kind of a thing, a Nuremberg trial kind of a thing, not the Truth Commission. What’s your opinion on the TRC?

YM:
Well, my opinion on the TRC is that, no I think it was fine. It served a purpose, right.  If you ask me, I didn’t mention anything, any role myself in the TRC.  You know, I suppose I just take a view that, you know you’re involved in the struggle,  you know you have casualties, so I went in with my eyes open.  You know, I know what the consequences were, so for me I didn’t sort of find the need, but that’s not, I’m not saying, therefore there was no need, I’m distinguishing, so think there was a need because there were a lot of other people who felt it was a good process.  I think it was the correct process.  I mean, I think there might be problems with some of the details.  But I think what you’re focusing is on the big picture between the Nuremberg.  I think that the Nuremberg thing was not going to be for me the right kind of thing.  See, it comes back to the earlier point we were making, when you asked me whether I was comfortable with the negotiations.  You see, once you go for compromise, then all your institutions that you set up after that must, are based on that premise, that you know.  You had Nuremberg, because the Nazis were defeated by the Allies.  They were victors, they could hold Nuremberg.  Here you had a negotiated settlement.  Where you have a negotiated settlement, you need to negotiate that.  You know, the point is that there were excesses on all sides, you know.  The point is we were not in control.  I think necklacing of people, you know, which was happening to, there may have been collaborators, in some cases there probably were.  My problem is that, you see Tutu was right. Initially I reacted to Tutu when he said that.  Look, you see for me, it’s to say.  It doesn’t matter how inhuman my opponent is. You see it’s a question that we always confronted, as a lawyer, you’re always confronted with that, you see this in the TV series, right.  Is that, you can’t go and operate by the rules of your enemies, you know because you dehumanise yourself in the process, you see.  So, sometimes, you know, you’re going to do things which don’t seem to be very fair.  My point is that, if you lose those values, you know, that you stand by and you don’t apply them universally, then there’s a problem, because it becomes difficult to say when you’re going to draw that line.  

MN:
Did we achieve the truth, though, out of the Truth Commission?  The reason I’m asking is because up to now, we don’t know how Steve Biko died.

YM:
Ja, you know, I think there are shortfalls, in terms of that process.  The point is that what I’m saying is that for me; I know that the police killed Steve Biko, you know, so I know how he died.  I mean I don’t know it as a fact.  The problem is, that I mean, but the point is so much is circumstantial evidence.  Okay, you know, I was there, you know, I was maybe much more closer to events in 1977, when he died and so on.  There were people who seeing him and coming and so on, at that time.  But you know for me it’s really, you know, it doesn’t, I mean I’m talking very personally now, because it’s a personal interview.  The fact that some commission is going to find that the cops killed him, you know, is really not going to tell me, it doesn’t help me, you know.  I’m saying that there were a lot of people who gave their lives for the struggle.  Steve was one of them, and I don’t have any doubts that he was killed by them.  I mean, the point is that, there are incontrovertible facts, even, the point is that, if you take the inquest records, you know, which [Sydney] Kentridge ran and so on, I’ve read all those records.  I mean, you don’t have to be really, I’m a lawyer, but I’m just speaking.  So for me, you know, well let me maybe make a sort of final point on that.  You see, I sometimes feel that, look you have bad experiences in life, let’s say even in business, you know.  Not all your ventures are successful, right.  The problem is that you need to sometimes, close the chapter and move on in life, right, and say, yes there was a bad period, a lot was done wrong. You needed the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  You see I supported Truth but I also said that it must have limited sort of lifespan and a limited terms of reference.  The problem is, if we keep on sort of going back, you know, we're now eight years since ‘94, you know it’s since 1990 when Madiba was released and a lot of these things happened.  You know, we now twelve years past.  How long do we go on trying to find that out, and I’m saying there’s a lot of peculiar thing here.  You have people from the holocaust still, kind of almost obsessed, you know, with trying to find these Nazi criminals.  I’m saying those guys are in their nineties now, right.  You know, the point is, even if you find them really, you know, it might, you know, okay some truth is going to come out.  I think even their victims are now most of them would be dead or are sort of reaching old age.  At some point, you’ve got to close chapters in history, you know, otherwise you spend too much of time and energy focusing on those things, and I’m not sure, for me, right, personally, whether it’s really sort of helps you or deepens your understanding.  

MN:
Well now we’re now still on the TRC thing.  You say that you didn’t submit, you didn’t do any submissions on it, you didn’t participate at all?

YM:
No.

MN:
Coming back to, you’re wearing your ANC cap now.  The ANC was more advocating the nationalisation as a policy.  All of a sudden now, they lean towards privatisation.  What’s your opinion on it? 

YM:
I agree with it.  You see, you can call me - the point is that, you see, you know, you’ve got to take a kind of practical view, right.  I may not agree with the Government on some of their policies, but as far as their policy, you see I’m not, I don’t agree, I think I support the policy of privatisation, right in the way that the Government is doing it.  So you know I don’t have a problem with that.  You know, I think I have a, you know that’s for me, maybe just having, you know from and I say from having done my MBA and becoming just more involved in the business world, right.  That you know, you’ve got to take a realistic view, right.  And the point is that, you live in a world where you can’t prevent globalisation, you see.  Now you can’t take a view that you’re going to go 
backwards, right.  One of the differences I had with certain sort of sectors of the Black Consciousness movement was, this business of what they call communalism, right.  Means to say that we were, before the white man came, we lived very nicely in our kraals, we were cattle herders and so on, and we must go back to that.  That’s romantic.  That’s an idyllic view of life.  To me the world, there’s a global world, it will become smaller.  You know, your means of communication are just going to spread, and the point is, we’re a small part of the universe, so advances are going to do that. There are developed countries that have got work.  You’ve got to relate to them.  Not all, I’m not saying in a servile way, 
but you’ve got to be realistic about it, right, otherwise you are not going to get economic development and growth.  If you don’t get investments, you’ve got to manage how you get that investment, but you see, if you don’t, what you need.  We’ve got high unemployment, unless we going to get investment, we are going to say how we are competitive.  We are not going to grow the economy.  Now I’m saying, you can’t pull out and say, as South Africa, we’re not part of this globalisation, we’re going to go it on our own.  I mean, that’s what apartheid, well I’m not saying that’s what the people are trying to do, they are not going to bring in the other parts of apartheid.  But there was a policy of inward industrialisation, they wanted to isolate themselves from the rest of the world, it didn’t work.  

MN:
Are you happy with the transformation in the country, in all spheres?

YM:
Well, I can’t say, I suppose, I’m not happy with it in all spheres, but ja, I think on balance, right, I think that yes, we’ve got a country that is, that’s peaceful, that’s stable, that’s growing, that’s playing a leading role in Africa.  Ja, I think if one has, on a lot of detailed issues, I will have a lot of questions and differences.  But that is going to require a whole detailed discourse now, depending on what policies one’s talking about.

MN:
Are you happy with what is happening now, I mean throughout your activism and throughout your life,  what you’ve been struggling for.  Are you happy with the outcome of your struggle in the country? Not you personally, but is it what you fought for?

YM:
Well, it’s partly what I fought for right.  Let me say that in a short answer.  The part that I’m not happy about is that, I think that, is what I fought for was a better life for all our people. The one thing that the Government is doing is focusing too much on external issues and not enough on improving the lives of ordinary people.  So I do feel we can do much more to create jobs and to eradicate poverty, to have economic development and there must be a much more inward focus.  So to that extent I support the COSATUS and so on.  What I differ with them on is how you go about doing it right, because I don’t feel that you can isolate yourself and say you don’t want to interact with the World Bank or so and so, or you can’t trade and so on, right.  I think that’s the part that I would differ on.

MN:
Yes.  The ANC was known, or used to be known as the party for all nations, there’s African meaning all those who are Africans, including, I mean it was an non-racial thing.  But now there are, these grumbles or voices, opinions, that are saying that the ANC is sidelining the two other African races, or black races, as we know them, the Indians and the Coloured people.  What’s your opinion on that?

YM:
Ja, you know, that’s a discourse that has gone on through the history of the ANC.  You know when Sobukwe left the ANC, right, may not be around that specific issue, right, but it was also a question of whether Africans must go it alone or to what extent must they play a dominating role, you know, and I think the difference was that there were people who left and formed the PAC, who actually held a much more Africanist position.  Now and I think that, and even after that, you know we’ve had, you know struggles, not, there was Robert Drescher another group in the sixties. There were these discourses, these debates, these fractions, these breakaways, it’s called A Gang of Eight.  You know, if you go and read the history books, what I say it’s all there, you know in the sixties.  So for me, it’s probably, you know I don’t want to disappoint, but I’m taking a philosophical view, because that’s, you know I have, I’m sort of now in my fifties, I have this, you know, all these experiences, so these debates will come up. You know, in twenty years time, they will take a different form, right.

MN:
What’s your opinion?  Do you feel that the Indian people are being sidelined as well as Coloured people, by the ANC?

YM:
Ja, well I’m not sure.  You see I think that the problem is not so much a racial issue, right.  What I do feel is that, what is, what and it relates to my earlier question, right, that what we need is that we need people who have a capacity to implement. The point is that, one of the difficulties I had with the UDF, one thing we succeeded was that we made; we were very articulate.  We could sit in meetings, we could challenge anybody.  But, that is why and I say I had that difficulties is that, when you said to us, run the country or do something.  Put in a water system, right.  I think that is the problem, right.  So I think what I’m concerned about is that the point is that, because of educational levels, right, not just in Coloured, I think even some white people, where you want to implement things, you need technical skills.  You’ve got to recognise that for historical reasons, there are certain people with those skills.  If they are going to occupy certain positions or they just have been skilled, as a accident of history, not because of anything else, you know, because to acquire that level of technical expertise, skill and experience, it takes time, there’s no short cuts, unfortunately, there’s no quick fixes.  I’m saying the point is that, if you don’t utilise that resource, right, the point is that, the country is suffering and the poorer people are suffering as a consequence of that.  That’s my concern.  So I’m less concerned about who holds political office and the fact that they’re not being, you know that.  I mean this issue, you know, of sort of political positions really, is not something that I’m too concerned about.

MN:
Is the ANC still your home?

YM:
Ja, I mean, it’s still my home because I don’t think there’s a, you know, I may have a lot of differences with the ANC, but again it’s not something that’s new, even when I was in the 
underground, I never agreed, right. Neither did everybody in the ANC agree with everybody else.  So the ANC I know, right, is not an ANC, you know that asks you to put on blinkers.  There is no line that can come right.  There is no person in the ANC, whether it’s Mandela or Mbeki who has the monopoly over the truth.  So my, I’m still part of the ANC, which is an ANC I must be loyal to and support, but which I must be questioning about.

MN:
There are also opinions or rumours with the incoming or the embracing of the ANC of the Rajbansi's or the Minority Front that the other Indian people who really fought, who were in the NIC, who were more aligned to the ANC, are now feeling that they been rejected, or though they are not uncomfortable with that, and there is talk of the revival of the NIC.  What’s your opinion?

YM:
Well, look that debate is an open one.  I think  the chairman of the Chatsworth ANC has called for that.  To say, you know, it’s again, the point is that if you, for me, you know I’m sort of out of the political environment, right. I’m knowledgeable, but I’m not an activist, in that sense. I don’t operate in the political terrain.  So I think what, the point is that what, the question that’s been asked and you know I don’t mind sort of some point, maybe I need to go and see, Eli has been asking to speak to, I must go and talk to her.  But the issue is, are you, is the ANC successful in mobilising that sector of the Indian community.

MN:
Can we pause there.

MACHINE SWITCHED OFF
ON RESUMPTION
MN:
Welcome back.  We were talking about that problem, I was telling you about, the opinion.  That said that people were having problems with the ANC embracing the Minority Front with the Rajbansis; the people who are viewed as collaborators, while some members of the ANC were of Indian origin.  Who then, to such an extent, then now there’s talk of the revival of the NIC and I was asking your opinion, and will you explain that when you continue please.

YM:
Yes, okay.  The first thing is that, I think that the debate in my view, is an open one, right, and I think it’s an important one.  It has to continue.  I think the first point that I’m making is that, you know, I’m not as, well I’m not actively really, not even as, in the political sphere any longer, so in that sense, you know, I can’t talk with the authority, in a sense which I would have been able to, had I been more in touch with what was happening in the political dynamic.  However, I think that the point that are raised, right, I think that had been alluded or to the chairman of the ANC branch of the ANC, you know the ANC branch in Chatsworth, right, where he was asking, right.  I think and I understand the argument.  It’s as follows.  One, you’ve got an alliance with the Minority Front; which is a kind of; which mobilises in the Indian community, I’m not sure what it’s Constitution says, and the ANC’s very comfortable with that. Yet, it does not want an Indian Congress, well the Natal Indian Congress to be revived in some way.  I think they find that there is a contradiction there, the behaviour, right.  The point is, is it not better, and that is the question that I’m posing, is to have somebody with whom the ANC has had, in the past, a principle alliance, where you’ve got people, who’ve not been, like the Bantustans, who don’t have that kind of collaborationist history, right, and credibility.  The point is that, if the strategy, you see - you see, for me I think you’ve got to start off by saying, okay, we tried it and said okay, the NIC stopped functioning, whatever, in ‘92 or whatever ‘93, somewhere around there, right.  We said, let’s form ANC branches in those areas.  Because the problem is, it takes decades, you see, to unravel the sort of machinations of apartheid.  You’ve got Group Areas, now people are there, they’ve got social communities, so your Chatsworth, and your Phoenix’s are going to be there, right.  Over a period of time, you know, the colour of your neighbourhood will change.  I mean, I now live in Durban North, you know, but most of my neighbours are white.  I think when I moved in there, I was the only black, now there’s probably half a dozen families.  Now in the next ten years, another half a dozen, but the character will change, but it’s a, you can’t force people to sell their houses and say that’s again also, that’s not how societies evolve. So what happened, so I think what happened is that that community is going to be there.  Also the question is linked to the fact is that, the ANC is getting sufficient support, you know from the Indian community.  Now it remains a kind of problem.  But for me again, I’m more now like a political observer, right.  But if you take the comment by Buthelezi, that the Indian people are very industrious, they did this, they did that.  Even if he sort of waxed a bit more, right than he should have, but he’s a shrewd politician.  Because what I can say to you is, a lot of people are going to say, but look that man recognises  that we work hard, that this thing and you know, maybe it’s better to support him.  The problem with the ANC leadership is that, you know there’s a resistance, because you must remember that the one thing we did, which I also didn’t cover was all that in the ‘84 period, we had all these campaigns against the anti- SAIC.  We littered the streets, but the point is we succeeded, because you had such low polls you know in that period.  Now a lot of those people around, we told them these guys are collaborators, but they know from their own 
experiences that they were corrupt people, you know.  They had butcheries or whatever, from that.  Now for me, it’s really to say, if you want to have support, popular support as the ANC, amongst all sectors, right.  What is the best strategy for organising that?  If it means that you actually have to look at a Indian Congress, it might not have to be the 
Indian Congress, but some kind of organisation or formation, that is going to be able to reach out to those people, but that is accountable to the ANC, I think because that is what they are talking about, because they are not talking about a structure which has no relationship and no accountable, ultimately to the ANC.  There’s a question of more, how you work on the ground in terms of mobilising.  I think, that’s for me, and I think there’s merit in looking at that issue, analysing it, debating it and taking some decisions around it.

MN:
Now, thank you for that.  If I may ask, what’s your opinion, now, again wearing your ANC cap, even though you’re no longer active, what’s your opinion on the Government’s stance on HIV/Aids?

YM:
Well, I’m very critical of that.  I think that, if there’s anything that’s going to result in the undoing of the ANC, that is going to be it.  I’m very unhappy with the kind of comments 
made by the Minister of Health.  You know, I think the issue is that I mean, I know enough about the disease.  I don’t think it’s good enough to say that you proceed on the assumption that HIV causes Aids, because the problem is, once you say that, it leaves doubts in people’s minds, as to whether it causes Aids.  If you accept the assumption, then you should stop saying that.  I mean, every time Essop Pahad says that I just say, you know, if I meet him one day, I’m going to tell him, but the point is that I think that for me, you know, what 
worries me most about our future, is the fact that we're not tackling a pandemic.  You know it’s like the black plague in the 14th century in Europe.  It’s worse than that, in fact.  Because it is actually affecting your able-bodied people.  Now it’s at two levels.  The one level is you know that, you have to have the Government and the ANC has to give leadership on the issue, right.  I’m worried that they’re going along the right direction.  So what I’m saying is not different, Madiba is saying a similar thing, you know in his own mind, because he’s worried, you know.  I mean, it’s not nice when you go to Barcelona and Graca, the former president’s wife gets a standing ovation and the Minister of Health has left, you know when she’s speaking. You know there’s something not right about the way that policy is being handled.  So if it’s the one topic on which I’m very critical of Government, it’s that issue.  I just feel that there’s much more that we can do, right.  You know, it’s every level. I mean I don’t want to stop at robots, when I know there’s enough money for the street kids to be looked after.  I don’t want to give them money, because I don’t know whether there’s a vagrant standing in the background, who’s getting the money.  I also don’t want to, but we’re a country with resources, with people and we can tackle this problem, right, so that I think that in short, I’m fairly open on that issue, critical, so I don’t know whether you have a different view, but that’s mine.

MN:
Looking back at your life in general, what is that you can point out and say, "Whoa, if given a second chance, I’ll do differently."  Something that you feel you’ve done wrong.

YM:
Okay.  Look, the one thing that I’ve learnt, you know is when you’re young, you have maybe, a good IQ, as you grow older, you realise there’s something called, now they call it emotional intelligence. While I realise, in my interactions now with people, you know these days I’m working a lot with health professionals or these professors at the medical school and they must all be having sort of high IQ’s, but their emotional quotients are so low, you know again I’m putting it on tape, but anyway - laughs - I needed to be careful, but anyway, but my final problem is, that you find academic environments, right, and I suppose including this one, and you’ve people and they’re always fighting with each other.  I don’t know for some reason, I don't whether you two are academics but you know I found that in my experience, you know, that they have little to do. So it’s the one thing that I would do differently and what probably the experience has brought in my mind, is that you can be hundred percent correct about something, right, if you don’t read the situation, you don’t understand how that person is emotionally going to react to you.  I mean there are hundreds of situations, where today, if I had to go back, I wouldn’t change the views that I had, I think they were probably were correct, but I would definitely, you know, do things differently.  I would mediate the situations, I would interact with people differently.  I'll keep quiet and shut up and try to introduce things much more subtly.  I mean I was like a bull in a china shop in my younger days, and I think I failed as a result, because people just closed the doors, you know, they became equally emotional and we ended up swearing past each other, you know, I think that’s the one, I think lesson that my life experiences have taught me.

MN:
What does Mr Yunus Mohammed do in his leisure time? What do you read?

YM:
Well, what do I read? You know, I suppose I read a whole sort of cross-section of things, right.  I try to- to try and get a balance of sort of non-fictional stuff and fictional, right, and also, you know so, I read, you know and then I’ll have the book on the history of the UDF, you know which came out recently or Raymond Suttner’s book on his prison experiences and so on.  On the other hand, on sort of fictional literature, I suppose I’d read Le Carre, you know on The Constant Gardener, on what is happening in Africa, but also his own sort of slant on whatever the Aids issue is related.  But I would try to read, and then what I find, last week I was in London, but what I’m finding fascinating, you know, and again it’s just a comparison, because you have, you know again, you don’t have to be racist, but you cast it in a certain way.  Now the book I bought which I’m currently reading, right and Vino will know, but there’s a young lawyer, she’s a friend of mine, she’s a judge’s [daughter], she got married recently but she had a very traditional Indian wedding, and because I’m close to the family, I spent the day, but there was a book by another sort of young Indian girl living in Britain and it’s just describing and I’m trying to understand.  You see for me also, there’s another, it’s also becoming a kind of generation issue.  James Bond that we watched, was Sean Connery and these other guys, now you’ve got this Triple X, so I think what fascinates me is not just, it’s younger people like you, it doesn’t matter what race you are, but there are different life experiences.  A hippie experience was our experience you know, so why is James Bond, he doesn’t have any martinis, he’s got much more muscles and he’s got higher firing power, but it’s all those kind of things, so I would read those kind of things, and also on technology, we’ve done fictional.  What is happening on technology trends.  So it’s like this guy Wolfgang Pulker, which is just,  where he writes on what he thinks, that what would 2020 be like.  

MN:
What’s your favourite musician or kind of music?  Your old-time and your current favourite music, musician?

YM:
Ja, well look again, I like sort of different kinds of music.  So I would agree with Tim Modise, because I’m sitting there and I was listening now and I’m hearing Manenberg, you know, which is a favourite Abdullah Ebrahim song, right.  And they were talking like when you say, in this programmes, sorry this is just latest on my mind.  But you know you get this, and Tim was saying, well some guy who phoned in and - you’re saying  we’re running tight on time - Just to say that on jazz, but I wouldn’t like that heavy, intellectual kind of jazz, it’s like you know, the lighter jazz, or light classical but I would listen to classical music and I like a lot of Indian music, as well.

MN:
Thank you very much for your time.

INTERVIEW ENDS 
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