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MN:	Good afternoon and welcome to another session of the Oral History for UDW.  From the Documentation Centre, I’m Musa Ntsodi.  Today, we are privileged to have been given another opportunity by another activist in our history. Mr Spider Juggernath; good afternoon, and thank you very much for inviting us to your home.


SJ:	Good afternoon, it’s my pleasure.


MN:	Can you start when it all started, where it all begun.  When 	and where were you born?


SJ:	I was in born in Merebank in 1951, that’s where it started. When I was very young, nineteen years old, the Group Areas Act affected me a lot, and you could see people being uprooted and that type of thing and put into small council homes.  And soon we had to be uprooted too.  So that whole experience of people being moved out and of course I couldn’t explain why but it was traumatic in terms of leaving a very settled area, and having to move off.  But of course, my Dad was involved 	politically. He was very, very much in the civic 	organization, and then a few things that you remember when you were young right I think it must have been 1960, where my dad burning was papers, you know, Congress papers 	because people were being detained.  So this sort of small things, you know, actually had some type of effect on me.  


MN:	Please sir, tell us some more about your family, I mean tell 	us more about your parents where were they born?


SJ:	My parents were born in Verulam.  My great grandparents 	came from India, and then they came - then they moved to 	Verulam.  And then of course, you have got this whole 	book here, which relates to our history.  My Dad moved 	to Merebank, so we were in Merebank from very very early 


MN:	Tell us about your family, how many siblings?


SJ:	There is five brothers, four sisters, Dad and Mum. That was 	eleven of us and I’m the youngest male.  You have had the 	opportunity to meet my sister; she is the youngest.


MN:	Where do you fit in the ladder I mean ... 


SJ:	Eight.


MN:	Number eight. And your mother, tell us more about your mother, you were saying?


SJ:	My mother was Harbasi, she came from a family in the Welbedacht area, but exactly where, they called it Welbedacht before, but it was Cavendish. It is where RK Kahn 	hospital is, at the moment. She didn’t go - she was not educated at all, in a formal way.  And very young, got married. She came from a family, the Bahadur family, and of course, they too were affected in terms of the Group Areas Act, where farming lands were taken away from here. And 	actually, when we used to visit my mother’s family you used to jump off at the station here, Cavendish Station just up here, and in front here, we used to walk right to my


 	mother’s home.  


MN:	Can you tell us more about your family, what sort of a 	family was your family; I mean as a family how was do you 	remember, the memories that you have as a young person, 	can you tell me?


SJ:	First of all, my dad really, really, really very much interested in our education.  I don’t think it was only for the males hey, he actually very, very much encouraged that and therefore, it was like unthinkable that I don’t get through matric.  	Getting through matric was, you know, the thing you know, to go further.  And then of course, my uncles, two uncles were teachers and then two of my brothers are teachers.  	So, that academic thing was always there.  And of course, my brother, eldest brother he wasn’t really politically involved but yet he used to do the right thing, as well you know.  Like when we were young we used to support this white soccer team, and later on when were like in high 	school SACOS was very strong and then we were actually 	calling for a boycott of white soccer.  But he told us in those early days, “Where are you going? Why are you going to Kingsmead? Why not Curries Fountain? And, of course, we thought he was mad, you know. Because just no one spoke about non-racial football as such – that was amazing. And then of course at one


time he took me to Luthuli’s funeral, I just couldn’t remember that.  But we definitely went to Luthuli’s funeral what year was that, it was Banned Years, yes and he was convinced like his numberplate was taken and he never, never got promoted. He’s retired now. And he retired as a Level 1 teacher, and then of course, my second brother that went he got promoted very, very, very late in his life. So ja so and of course you know, there were political discussions at home. Gandhi had - there was always a photograph of Gandhi in our home. My grandfather had met Gandhi, so his political influences were there.  But of course, until about standard eight was an absolutely carefree, fun loving, laughter loving youngster. Until like suddenly, something hit like you know there was something’s not right in society. You know I think one of the other things that actually sparked that off when I used to go for holidays to Tongaat, the Isnembe area.  Then one day we went out on a Sunday morning or something, and I passed this African child sitting in the sun, sores and that type of thing.  And about three hours later we returned and I saw the child sitting in the same spot.  And you know, here a young, vibrant child, just sitting in one spot almost continuously and that really like hurt, you know.  And then of course, Merebank had a history of resistance.  Even before the Group Areas Act, there was a thing about the oil refinery being built there.  And my dad and all took the council to court but they lost that case because something about National Importance, that was for National Importance we were just a small community.  And then of course they took them to court again about the selling price of those housing schemes, you know.  The council never gave us a final price.  And as the end of the term came to pay they put it up substantially, and that substantially didn’t sound very much, okay.  But from that original price; to go up so much so; we fought them on that.  So there was that history of resistance in Merebank, you know. 


MN:	Can you tell us more about Duranta Road we have heard so 	much about Duranta Road and its activism, what can you 	tell us more?


SJ:	Hell man, you know I left there in 1961, no 1962.  So it was very, very because we just had a big yard; a very, very, very big yard where all the brothers stayed, and my grandfather’s brothers. And each had the separate kitchens but it was one just big yard with a lot of trees and life was like real, real fun there.  And then of course, your neighbour had almost the same thing, your neighbour had the same thing too, not that I can remember going very many neighbours away you know being ten, eleven.  But like it was just, just wonderful life; wonderful life.


MN:	You’ve told us about the community you’ve told us about 	Duranta Road, briefly.  Can you tell us then, about where 	you started your schooling?


SJ:	Schooling, it was Hillside School it was a government aided school.  It was actually bought from the government; 	it was an army barracks. And it was taken over by my Dad, who was a trustee of one of the schools - that was one of the schools.  And that’s where I got my name Spider, hey.  Took part in Little Miss Muffet in class one, and that name just stuck on.  Ja I was there until standard four, and then Group Areas had to affect that place too.  They wanted to build a better school there, so a high school and we moved to Merebank High.  And of course, one thing, I went late to school because my Daddy’s sense of justice was, get all the other children in school first, then if there’s place then we will put you.  So although I was above my school age I couldn’t get in.  And my Dad always had that, you know, that sense of justice, his children last.  


MN:	Can you remember any of your contemporaries, or your friends then, at primary school where you got your nickname; who went on in life?


SJ:	Yes, there was I mean Rabilall, Rabilall Family one of the sons was killed.  Krish Rabilall who was actually killed in Maputo in 1978, about 1978.  His family was quite close to us, and his elder brother is a principal of 	one of the high schools here.  But very, very few people 	that - we went to high school together that whole group - far and wide and they are - Rushnika Lallman who became 	a doctor.  Jaylall Rampersadh, he became a doctor.  Politically; that place I can’t remember any political influence; and that type of thing.  We had a teacher, Kisten Rajoo, the infamous guy who was in yesterday’s paper, consul in Canada. Ja and somehow we could see that there was something wrong with that man.  That he just you know his corporal punishment was the in thing then, you know. And ya... 


MN:	From that school where too?


SJ:	Then I went to Merebank High. It was Standard five, six, right right 	up till matric.  And ja, that is - those were very, very first 	couple of years was just fun, fun, fun, laughter.  Ja as I 	told you until I about the end of standard eight, and I took 	part in all sports that were offered. And one of the 	reasons why my name carried over was - Spider carried over was - because I was good in athletics, so the people used to shout, “Come on Spider.” I played football and 	cricket - was a cricket captain finally, in my final years.  


MN:	What sort of a pupil were you.  I mean were you excelling; 	were you good; or were you just fun-loving?


SJ:	No, no it was standard seven and eight, I thought I was going to be a science student if I carried on doing better in biology.  And I was an above average student.  I wasn’t a good student, by no means, and finally I started taking more 	interest in the arts.  And then of course, that was really detrimental because my maths went right down, and so I 	wasn’t I mean - maths is a, it still gives me nightmares. 


MN:	When can we say was your turning point, where you saw 	the South Africa that really is?


SJ:	As I told you when I was like just beginning of standard nine.  We had a history teacher, SS Sing who knew a hell of a lot.  He knew a lot, I mean when he walked into a classroom without a text book, without any notes and then he could do any subject, any topic, at any time.  So you know that and then being history you know we took to that.  But of course, he was very guarded in what he said.  	You know during that period it was very, very difficult to 	talk quite freely.  But just that, the amount he knew I think kept us all like you know, a bit interested in history.  And 	then of course as I said, there was that’s the time we were visiting Tongaat and so saw some realities over there, you see. What really started us off there, it’s so difficult, because there was there was a group of us that almost started the same time, you see.  In retrospect, I am sure that 	the movement that was taking place in America, had some 	type of effect, the BC Movement and you know as a congressite, I would deny that for a long time.  But you can’t you know, run away from it.  The influences that were coming from America possibly getting through the churches first, you see.  And in our area we had some youth actually getting involved quite strongly with BC Movement.  And of course, they were getting a lot of influence from the church, Baptist Marie, Myron [Peters], Mervin Jose, his sister, Vivian.  So there were people talking about things that actually started interesting us.  And of course they were getting, they had that opportunity to meet other church people you see.  They were moving beyond our area. But somehow, there was a group of us in Merebank that although wanted to get involved, we could see there was something wrong with that movement that was around, you see.  And we were lucky it was an appreciable number.  You had people like Vis Pillay; Sathish Juggernath [deceased]; Krish Rabilall [deceased] and there were quite a few more, but people who just fell of the way during the -  so it I think it was just a general feeling that was permeating our society at that time.  And of course that Vietnam War, you know, I used to have some nightmares, at times.  You know, the killings that were going on there.  We were very fortunate we used to get the Life Magazine at home. You know that big Life Magazine, and so you used to see some horrific pictures and the MyLai massacre, and things like that.  And it had an effect on us you know, and then of course being youth and one can be totally pure you had to defeat whatever was evil, you see. And what actually sparked it off - you can’t, I think it was just it’s very difficult for individual things it was just a social movement of the time that actually brought us to the fore.  And then of course quite early standard nine I went to Gandhi - to Gandhi settlement we used to have a holiday workshop there, where we used to stay over.  And that influenced us quite a bit.  People like Ric Turner you know came and gave a speech, late Ric 	Turner.  And like you know we just a whole camp there for 	a week.  And we went through a lot of papers and that type 	of thing.  And then suddenly you are introduced to things like papers and all.  We were very young - first you are doing a paper you must read the Daily News or something.  


MN:	 Being the son of an activist, one would have expected that - would expect that you will hear or you’ll get influenced by your father one way or the other, were political discussions thing of the home?


SJ:	You know, our world like an intellectual centre.  A lot of teachers used to come there; my Dad was there.  And so all the time there was discussion.  I think I was too young to take part in it, I remember trying make points, stammering and stuttering.  And I used to disagree with a lot because like we were more - we wanted more action so to speak.  And somehow you know you - like Buthelezi at that time you know people actually saw him as some type of alternate leader. And somehow at that time you know we were saying no man you know, and so those discussions at home very intellectual but quite a few answers things I never agreed with you know.  


MN:	During your high school years, you mentioned that that’s 	where you started being a bit involved in politics.  Were 	you affiliated in any sort of organization. 


SJ:	We, there was a youth group that we got involved in.  But it was a good platform in that it got people together on the one hand on the other hand it started making us public speakers and that type of thing.  And I think they were really those youth groups were very careful not to go too political.  And then of course in high school, just as a grouping, just as a grouping we started something called the Sentinal Newspaper.  Again, for a time it was very, very political, but now when you look at those things, they were just very fundamental community things that we used to highlight.  Groupings and then of course just after school we got involved in ex-students you know, which became a very, very powerful vehicle for mobilisation in Merebank. When I was in standard nine and ten, we used to go to the rate payers’ meetings.  Now rate payers in an Indian area, was not like a rate payers in a white area, because that was your only place where you could like protest you see.  So we got involved in that and then of course, the NIC was being revived at the time.  And there was someone - very, very funny episode. Mewa Ramgobin came home to try to revive the NIC.  And he came for my father, he says, “No, you 	must lead the NIC.”  And at that time, my dad was quite old. 	And then he [my dad] told him, “No man, you know I want to get involved but you need a young person like you I’m too old to actually do that type of work.   And then there was you know finally, when my father refused he says, “So we want Spider Juggernath. We want your son.”  And the task was too, too enormous.  I think I would have agreed to take it on but my father said no again, he says, “No man, you can’t involve such a young person into the NIC, you see as leadership of the NIC.”  So it was one because he was too old and because I was too young.  But I think it was a wise move not to, because we were still very, very much finding our way, you know.  


MN:	Your father again, being an activist where you ever being 	harassed because of his activism, your father?


SJ:	Not really.  He wasn’t you know, as I told you that he wasn’t detained, but he was in contact with a lot of, as I told you, I remember the burning of congress papers and that type of thing.  But he wasn’t harassed.  He was very, very, very much involved in community work, as such - in community work and ja.  Like he’ll building schools and that type of thing.  The association, Indian association and community – there, what did they used to call it like a community centre.  He was involved in a corporative at one time.  Shop, they had in Merebank,	which actually tried to sell things cheaper.  


MN:	Can you tell us more about when you were still at high 	school.  What circumstances lead to the composition of 	The Route? The national anthem; The Route instead of Die 	Stem?


SJ:	Yes it was very talented guys, Coastal and Baptist Marie ja, who did this. Die Stem was you know, especially singing of Die Stem ja in Afrikaans, or it was so much, so much against you know, our distinct feeling.  And at that time, the State was trying to push it down very vigorously.  We remember in school or there was one episode, which I remember quite clearly where we used to do Latin and and the others used to do Afrikaans.  And one Latin period, our teacher said, “No, we are not doing Latin, but we are going to learn to sing Die Stem.  And we were caught in the class and I just stood up and I said, “Sir I do not want to sing this song.”  And of course, a big argument, I wasn’t a very good Latin student, and so  - big argument and finally I told him I want to leave.  He said 	no you just sit.  And then he said something about you know just sort of twerps like you want to change the country and then somehow I had the guts to say I said you know I’m a small chain and that chain is being linked but you are responsible for breaking that chain.  And he felt very - and then of course what happened finally he - or some children from the next-door class came in and some girls 	were standing in the front so finally I said, “Sir I want to give my seat to a girl.” So he said, “Oh, at least you’ve got decency.”  I said, “No, no, my rejection of the anthem and my decency goes hand in hand.”  And I actually was feeling sick in the class and so finally he told me, ”Okay you can leave the class.”’  But now when I left the class, I’m sitting under the trees the thought of you being alone you see, that there were so many activists in the class and you took that stand and no one’s actually with you.  And then suddenly I see about another ten guys come out they said, “No, no, we were there, but we weren’t singing and he caught us.”  So of course, the things I can’t remember exactly when The Route started, but, and of course, we were harassed by the police quite a bit during that time hey, during those school years. And just come home anytime, and that’s when one of those times, I came late from somewhere, and hey about six, seven guys were in the lounge.  And my home was in such a place you had, to walk about seventy-two stairs in Harcourt Place and then you could see the whole area. And whoever came up, friend told me, he says, “Hey, these guys are waiting for you.” So I just sat in one of their homes, but in those long, it was like quite long and they had discussions with my father. And they say, “You know, we supposed to be taking you in, because of my father’s political views.  My father told them, “You know, what are you going to do with me. I mean 	I’m you - are going to take my body, you can’t take my ideas 	away.  I’m an old man now, what are you going to do with 	me?”  So I don’t know what my father told them but they said, “We should be taking you in actually.”  So we were harassed quite a bit in terms of that, hey.  


MN:	During your high school do you remember any - what can 	you say I mean sort of achievements - I get a feeling that 	that’s where your activism started.  Do you can you 	pinpoint any achievement?


SJ:	You know what happened was, what we did in high school was conscientisation of generations of students.  Now that’s what - like we were in the senior classes what we were doing, the other pupils look up to you see.  And suddenly that permeation of that consciousness, that was very, very, very important that people actually looked up to us and there we were saying a certain thing.  But at the time I think that’s 1971, the Republic Celebration we would have sports celebrating the Republic.  We had one pupil who would go to that sports; one pupil.  We heard about schools from Chatsworth and other schools Clairwood and things like that, going and disrupting those sports, you know.  That guy would run the 400 metre, as he came to the winning post, he would step out, you see and things like that.  But our school achieved almost a total boycott of the thing, and we had a system where we would, if the prefects were allowed to go into the class and quite often if the teachers were having a meeting, and then we would politicise the students.  And if you want any message sent with each prefect who was responsible for each class would send that message.  So I because what happened in Merebank after that, was you had just class after class of activists.  And then you got people like Ridwaan [Pillay], Barry Krisnasami, all were from Merebank High and these guys became doctors’ and they were the most brilliant guys in the class.  And they were talking about certain things.  So the others just almost you know - this is the right thing to do, you see.  And like my political activism did not go beyond like conscientising people.  I did not get involved with the underground, although I went to Swaziland; Lesotho – met up with people. And that was because, by the time I was older than the generations coming, and I was so much known, that my task almost became, “You are in the Rate Payers, you are in the NIC finding the UDF, the police knows you.  You just carry on doing work.  And whatever you throw up, we will take care of them, you see.  And then people were grabbed into, by 	the ANC from the outside, you see through our structures.  But I didn’t want to know about that, and neither was I 	told about it and which was a good thing, you see.  So I carried on working we carried on a community conscientisation, which threw up a lot of people.  So suddenly like, you know, you would see something happening in 	Merebank, the whole place is plastered with placards and people point at me and really I don’t know about it.  Not supposed to know about it, and I don’t want to know about it, you see and which was a good thing in a way.  So and of course there were a few other like instances like our 	soccer team.  You know we have a five a side tournament in school, and we were the banned - no the Peter Hain Five.  Peter Hain was a big thing at that time.  So the principle says no, no, no you can’t have that name.  Then we said we are the Banned Five, b-a-n-n-e-d, you know small things like that just to wake up things.  And then of course, there was this instance of this stealing of	the flag.


MN:	Can you tell us about that?


SJ:	It’s Bobby, Myron and I, just after interval, went back to the class, and then just suddenly something got into Bobby’s head he says, “That flag must come down.”  It was not that big flag, it was that R10 flag that Republican R20, R10 I think it was 1971, hey.  And it was on the side of the school building its not very, very high.  And suddenly something got to Bobby he says, “No, that flag must go.”  And 	I actually tried to dissuade him, I said, “Look, the office is there man. I mean that staff room is there.”  And you know, 	but he just pushed him up he grabbed the flag and ran.  So Myron and I had to go back to the class and we told the 	class, “Look if anyone asks; Bobby was in the class all the time okay. He didn’t come late you see.”  Then, while still 	waiting for the teachers to come, Bobby comes back in the class and then we had to give a new order, we say no Bobby just you say nothing now nothing about Bobby because he just one of the pupils now.  We thought a teacher would come in and see he is not there and that type of thing, you know.  So we had to organise that, and of course can’t remember very much but of course, we were 	called.  And what happened was I was in the biology class 	and Bobby and Myron were in the Physics class, in the 	fourth period.  And the secretary came into the biology lab, but as she came in I stood up and I start putting my coat on.  And then she tells the teacher I am looking for Spider. The teacher looks at me and says, “Hey, did you know you were going to be called?”  Just a little slip there we knew we were going to be.


MN:	When did you graduate at high school when did finish?


SJ:	1971, finally.


MN:	Where to from there?


SJ:	Went to UDW, a very troubled year 1972 - just open at that time, hey.  And of course at that time, we were in the Rate Payers Association.  Our circle had grown a little bigger in that, we had some contact with Natal University; with Claiewood, with Roy Padayachee there; and even with Praveen Gordhan.  So when I went to ‘varsity, Praveen knew 	me already.  So ja, 1972 so when we went there we were 	just welcomed like, you know. 


MN:	What did you do? What were you doing?


SJ:	Did a BA, I spent three years there and gave it up.


MN:	At UDW I don’t know if then was already, but it used to be 	or it became a political den, where political activism did 	you find it also the same UDW?


SJ:	Yes, I mean that was we went to Varsity to change the 	world.  You know, when I see students studying now I envy 	them, you know. You never got that chance, whether you 	were doing work very systematically or not.  Your whole 	mindset you know was just to destroy apartheid, and beside 	my very lovely wife, which took most of my time or some 	of my time at Varsity, I met her in the first year.  So you 	know it was a hub of activity I mean you know we at any 	stage you could get you know, depending on the need, you 	get up to two hundred activists you know to do any type of 	community work.  And we often got that.  


MN:	Your father being an activist, you becoming an activist, I’m sure your father if we go back a little bit your father might have understood I mean what you were doing, what was your 	mother like to all the activities?


SJ:	Hey man she was you know we had that very, very big problem of - you see I’m the youngest and son, and the gap was very, very big.  She knew very little English and I knew very little Hindi, so that communication was really bad, but of course, beyond that you know I mean you could still communicate.  My mother was always, always, always supportive, very, very, very supportive. I mean she wouldn’t complain about the meetings and that type of thing.  And never with all my problems that I went through being detained and or being visited by the cops. Frelimo Rally – at that time we were – there was some problem. Never, never asked; never asked once, hey.  You know I couldn’t say open encouragement but I don’t think a mother would that too you see.  But she was never, never against us, in any way.  And as for my father - just be careful that’s all you know.  


MN:	From high school to tertiary institution is one step I mean 	higher, by then did you have a philosophy, which you 	believed in, besides being just an activist, did you have a 	philosophy that you were following?


SJ:	Communism was somewhere there, which carried on 	attracting you.  But definitely something we were not, we 	were not BC, you see.  And you know, you wouldn’t 	understand the pressure it was not being a BC person.  	You know, because just everything around you was BC.  I 	mean you know, about that guy being frog marched out of 	one of the BC congresses, because he spoke about what was 	his name, I can’t get his name I mean he just spoke about 	non-racialism.  And I mean he was basically frog marched 	out of that conference.  As I said we were lucky we had 	quite a few guys you know, that were anti-BC.  And that’s 	how we survived in Merebank.  The pressures were very, 	very, very great.


MN:	So you were, Communism was your philosophy?


SJ:	I wouldn’t say Communism, you know we were, we knew there was something Doctor Makwena ja, when I was in matric I went to Allan Taylor residence.  And he was, while in some discussion, and I had the cheek to ask him, “But man, just in case a white man lends a hand to you, do you refuse I mean?”  He says, “No, no, no he’ll take your hand but then he 	will leave it, you see.”


MN:	Can we pause a minute?


SJ:	Ja okay.


MN:	Welcome back.  You were telling us about the ...  


SJ:	Ja, at Allan Taylor.  You know, I was just saying that we used to question BC you know when we some strength he gathered up so it was like more non-racial philosophy that we were looking at.  Not clearly defined, not clearly defined, and somehow you know, they didn’t go through any rigorous training that there is that congress movement that we are talking about. This is what Mandela was doing and that type of thing.  We didn’t have any absolutely clear idea where we were going.  We know the society was wrong, we know the way the BC ways guys were doing was wrong.  But, to actually define our thing, was quite difficult hey.  But as I told you the Socialism thing very, very, very many debates we used to have.  


MN:	You were in the ratepayers and you were also in the NIC, 	what position were you holding, if you were?


SJ:	Ratepayers finally well I entered when I was very young, 	and I was just a committee member, and then finally I was 	a deputy chair.  NIC I was its chairperson in the Merebank 	area, finally.


MN:	Was it as you entered UDW or during the course?


SJ:	I think UDW actually, during UDW days. 


MN:	Can you tell us about your contemporaries in the NIC, 	during those days?


SJ:	Well you know I entered - see finally I entered the executive of the NIC in 1986.  And we used to meet - during those NIC days were early days.  We used to meet a lot of work 	went on through the community organisations.  And it was 	more statements by the NIC, and some anti-SAIC and that type of thing that took place.  But on the ground floor, the 	NIC work was actually being done by, you know, your ratepayers and that type of thing. And therefore I told I was our ratepayers was different from the normal run of the - you know.  


MN:	How different?


SJ:	In that it was more political, it was more political.  And in some ways it frightened people away.  And, but yet on the other hand, because of the ratepayers organisation it took up a whole lot of day to day issues too which interested the people you see.  So contemporaries during those days 	were people like Vis Pillay, then Vis’ elder brother, then Krish Rabilall, you know the names that you will be familiar, maybe familiar with, but then there were a lot of other people who just came and went you see.  And then of course, we start meeting with people like Roy, Roy Padayachee; Praveen Gordhan; Yunus [Mahomed]; Yusuf [Vawda]. And then in Chatsworth, we started getting to know people like Shoots, Maggie and Charm [Govender], but that came a little, actually a little later.  


MN:	You’ve also mentioned that you had this communication 	with the Natal University, while you were at UDW and 	you’ve also mentioned that as NIC you had problem with 	the BC.  You also said clashes, and was your problem only 	the fact that it was excluding whites or do you have a 	problem with the general philosophy of the BC?


SJ:	First of all black exclusivity.  You know, we curse them even now you know.  What I as an Indian am doing here now, you know.  Okay when you want to redefine what black 	is you have that problem.  And of course, but there was 	something else; due respects to - but something that came on 	later, hey.  That we felt that there was a lot of philosophising amongst the BC people, a hell of a lot.  And unfortunately booze and that type of thing went very, very much with that movement.   So people used to sit for 	hours and hours and hours you know, in the name of doing political work, used to just discuss and talk the whole night through.  And then later when we were married, 1978, like my home, my flat became an office like for political activism, which could be used like for seven days a week. And when we went out we left the key.  And one of the rules that we laid down that there will be no alcohol in this house, you see.  And that was just the throw back of 	you know, we don’t want this to become a centre of just discussion, you come here, you meet for work purposes. There you are. 


MN:	As an NIC you were meeting as?


SJ:	What we used to meet as, ratepayers, NIC ja, and then 	finally UDF.


MN:	So going back to the BC you didn’t buy their definition of 	the BC, I mean, you didn’t because you say you didn’t like 	the exclusivity of it.  Did you, I mean you didn’t when they 	explained the explanation of it the BC, you didn’t buy it 	you felt it was just a window dressing? 


SJ:	See one thing that we appreciated that it had re-activated people into some political type of work you see, and that was good you see.  And then I think your - you are leaning towards socialism will tell you that the problem has got nothing to do with black and white, you see.  Yes it’s going to uplift, it will help you to find yourself but where’s it going to end you know?  Are you going to then come back to what other people are saying you see?  But no, no this is just a period that we are going to go through, and of course when you are caught up in a period you don’t talk about - no ones going to tell you this is a period that we are 	going through. And later on we are going to embrace a congress type movement, no you know.  It was at that time when you are caught up in it you could see there was an end in itself. And what end are you talking about, you see? 	And you know you just couldn’t as I said when you are caught up in a situation like you know - we know I was in varsity, Natal Varsity continuing my studies.  And one lecturer told us, the Soweto uprising was a result of BC work.  And some of us laughed, but later when I came home and I really thought about it, I said that’s absolutely correct but, because a congress movement was not doing work, and a lot of work before that. There were batches of anti-BC pockets of people, but not powerful enough to lead to a thing like that, you see.  And you had to agree that, that 1976 was actually very, very, 	very much BC.  


MN:	The other people usually see BC as a unifying factor 	among the oppressed, then is the opinion that we had these 	NIC’s we had other political organisation or groupings 	that stood for Africans and so on and so on.  But they see 	they saw, or they say that BC was a sort of a unifying 	factor among the oppressed.  Do you agree or disagree 	totally with that?


SJ:	You see, again you know, we have heard that argument.  But your problem of - there were whites who were genuinely, genuinely wanting to help.  There were Indians and African people who were absolute enemies of the movement. So you know, then you start getting terms like okay then you are a non-white, you know.  So you are a black, now then you are a non-white.  And it just wouldn’t and then there were alliances, the Congress Alliances before that, which worked very well.  And now you are talking about - of course definitely it had some type of effect I mean.  The main thing is white BC was as successful as it was during its day, was I believe that after the bannings, 1960/61 and that oppressive atmosphere destroyed all political work.  And in the late 1960’s while black power was reviving in America, people saw some gap and of course the economic situation and all those things they’ve actually helped.  And the only people that articulated anything was the BC people, the gap that was there because they exploited, of course we don’t say exploited in a negative way but, and then of course - but the fact that it led to activists coming out, and then redefining that was good you see, that was very good.  That 	people like your Terror Lekota’s and people like that you know we were in that movement but we grew out you know.  Like the discussion we have if Steve Biko was around, it’s a very, very moot point whether he would have 	been part of the BC movement, you see.  It was very debatable, he may have been in parliament then you know, quite high, but he may have actually changed you see.  And I don’t know.


MN:	When did you leave UDW?


SJ:	1974.


MN:	Were you ever, I mean during those - because I take it you 	were very active were you every go across the management 	or the - at UDW how worried they?


SJ:	The management?


MN:	The management I mean towards the activism and all this 	stuff.


SJ:	They were we had some bad guys, hey.  Guys like Pretorius. Pretorius was my lecturer.  And then we had guys like van Niekerk, and who was the rector, ja there 	were. I was not one of the negotiators, so to speak.  You 	had people like Praveen, Krish, people like that, we were in the background doing our work you know in our lecture room.  But not in the forefront of that, like them. But there was a lot of the main, the main problem there 	was that SRC hey problem, of the SRC an independent SRC, constitutions and that type of thing.  Which you know, a lot of people debated I mean why the constitution so important.  You know, you will get a revolt in African University but somehow a constitution meant a lot in the Indian University where, you had a cross spectrum of people you know, from the very rich to the very poor.  	Whereas in the African University, when a revolt took 	place just everyone just rose like you know, but here this constitution mattered a lot.  


MN:	You grew up in during segregation or to its meanest period, 	one of its meanest period, and then you entered university 	how was the population was it mixed and how was the 	relation if it was at university?


SJ:	No, no.


MN:	It wasn’t at all?


SJ:	Not at all mixed, hey.


MN:	It was all Indian?


SJ:	It was just all Indian, at that stage.  You may get a 	sprinkling you know, someone coming from PE or 	something like that, mixed sort of.


MN:	Were you ever exposed into the lives or systems of other 	people like saying probably seeing the black communities 	and all, during those days while you were growing up?  	Besides being, I mean, you grew up in this segregated area, 	besides the domestic workers or?


SJ:	We didn’t have domestic workers, at that stage.  We had, 	we used to come in contact with a lot of African people at 	Duranta Road. People coming from the oil refineries; 	working in the oil refineries; and then going home.  Then 	they will walk right across Duranta Road to near the 	racecourse, to either go to Lemontville this way, and 	Umlazi and kwa Mashu.  


MN:  But no interaction. 


SJ:   No interaction, we just used to sell pears to them you know, avocado pears, there by the roadside. But no real interaction, and then of 	course, when we were very young in one of the yards we had an African couple that lived there.  And besides getting a penny now and then from that old man nothing much, you know.


MN:	You entered UDW in 1971, wasn’t it?  


SJ:	1972.


MN:	1972, and when did you leave?


SJ:	1974.


MN:	1974 you went to - from there, where to, with your BA?


SJ:	Well not BA.  I completed my second year of studies by 	then, and then in terms of work or academically?


MN:	I mean you didn’t finish your degree?


SJ:	I didn’t finish my degree there.


MN:	Why?


SJ:	You see it was just too, too, too oppressive, you know it was just, - you just couldn’t study and I know I would have made a good student, because you know I was good in history.  And well, the lecturer used to really, I mean you know every time he got a problem he’ll look at me and say, “You know, what do you think?”  And you know the potential was there, but the atmosphere was so oppressive that you just couldn’t – it’s quite difficult to explain, you know.


MN:	Oppressed by whom, by the management by what?


SJ:	Just, just the whole society.


MN:	The varsity society?


SJ:	Ja, and the whole political situation, and it was just too oppressive and you couldn’t make a justice - you couldn’t do justice to study and yet you knew that you know, if you put your head down you could do very well, but you couldn’t do that because of your social responsibility.  But somehow you just couldn’t continue.  And it was a period, where a lot of students who are forgotten today, you know, who left the place mad; they went off their head, and therefore you know when you talk about reunions.  When they have this reunion of graduates, of graduates who didn’t attend the graduation there was a whole lot of people who just left university, because they were almost well, crazy.  And those people are forgotten.  


MN:	Can we pause please?  Yes, you were telling us about the 	oppressiveness of the - can you expand on it?


SJ:	First of all, the history that you were doing, and I was a history student.  History that you were doing was all just Afrikaner history, Afrikaner perspective, Afrikaner - the text books they would give you all very limited.  You go to the library wanting to know about Soweto, and you would see the textbook with all white pages, all censored and that was a university, right.  And then we did education, and in education, they got lecturers who had retired from the University of OFS or places like that to lecture to you.  And they would absolutely - irrelevant you know they are reading from the textbook you can’t question them because they can’t give you a good answer. 	 I remember that there was this one instance; we had this	one student actually asked a very, very, very stupid question.  And that lecturer actually praised her; this is the type of students I want who can ask questions.  Now we at that stage, had given up asking questions long, long, long, ago, you know.  I mean because you’ll never get any real answers.  And history - I mean we had Pretorius as our head of department, you know.  One day our history lecturer was absent, and he walked into the class he says, “No, Mr van Wyk has gone off for a couple of days and for the next two days I’ll take you.”  He came in and he said, “Today, I’m only going to talk, we all are going to talk about the positive 	aspects of apartheid, only that.”  And someone protested - he says, No, no tomorrow we’ll talk about the other side,” you see. Then as good students we like okay fine so he spoke through all the positive things about apartheid.  Come the next day he doesn’t come in.


MN:	Can you remember any good points about apartheid?


SJ:	You know no, no I can’t actually remember directly.  But we were very, very angry. I mean and that guy had calculated that, you see.  I mean like our history lecturer one day he’s talking about this fantastic magazine, while talking about pro-apartheid he says this fantastic magazine you got called Fiat Lux.  Now if you know of Fiat Lux. I mean you know, and that guy says it’s a fantastic magazine.  It was a total, total propaganda, pro-government it was basically for Indian consumption.  And	it used to land in the staff rooms in a big pile in each 	school. You know we never used to like to read it you know, possibly the department of information you know, produced it.  And that guy acted so about that fantastic magazine, where a lecturer is telling you that, you know.  And so, and then of course, you’d - all other types of activities, there was nothing in there in campus.  So whether you were sportingly inclined, drama; there was no activity you know, we had everything had ceased, you see.  The men, there were the lecturers, some lecturers trying to organise things - backdoor like you know.  Promising pupils, students something you know we’ll take you to Cape Town 	we’ll take you to Germany and things like that.  And then some students get pulled into that you know, so that like added to that frustration.  I then of course, you were doing political work outside, and you ask yourself the relevance of varsity, 	suddenly.


MN:	You are enlightening yourself on the other side, and on 	their side you are crawling in the dark?


SJ:	Ja.  So are you wasting your time?  In retrospect every-thing you know, is different, but I don’t know.  But you just 	had to do what you had to do, at that time, whatever sacrifice it meant.  And I know my family actually battled to send me to university, but at that time you know, you would just say it’s a sacrifice you have got to make, you know, for the struggle and you know you didn’t see anything about their sacrifices, you know.  And which makes you feel, hurts you at times, but in the bigger plan of things we have been.


MN:	So you left without completing?


SJ:	Ja.


MN:	You always ended up I mean as an institution with 	Afrikaner head of departments and a principal.  Do you 	think was it because of the nature of UDW that it always 	ended up with Afrikaners as heads?  When one especially 	thinks that of activism that was going on in it?


SJ:	I think so, because I mean it was it wasn’t a university for 	South African university for Indians, you know, it was 	Durban Westville.  First of all it was a very small 	university, they wanted to make it smaller and not 	recognized, you know.  And I think it was part of their 	plan.  I mean at one stage, the number of Broederbond that 	were part of that university was very, very high 	percentage.  	So I’m sure it was, you know, part of the total plan and..


MN:	Ever arrested by security forces, you know students?


SJ:	Ja at that time, well you know visits at home; just raiding at 	home, that’s all.  But then that FRELIMO rally thing, that I 	was taken for quite some a number of hours, you know but 	released.


MN:	While you were still at Westville?


SJ:	No, in 1974.


MN:	Were you still at the university were you out of?


SJ:	I was still there.


MN:	Where did they take you?


SJ:	They were just Fisher - in Fisher Street; Wentworth -  Wentworth Police Station, about twelve guys sitting around and grilling you.  One of my cousins was actually arrested, Ranjith Ramkissoon, and he was I think he had some - he had a printing machine or something kept at this home in Tongaat.  And then he was picked up, and so in Merebank when he was in town he came home often, still in contact with me.  So they picked me up, and the whole thing was trying to get Jeffries, Colin Jeffries, Allan’s brother, and you know they wanted to know where he is.  And yes, we knew him, but we don’t know where he is at the moment.  You know, that we had a FRELIMO rally and then a lot of people went to Beatrice Street after the rally.  And that’s where the police came, and that’s where they arrested - I think that’s where Colin must have escaped from, but they arrested Ahmed Bawa, from Natal University, one of the top guys there.  


MN:	You were not harmed.


SJ:	Not harmed, but terrifying, because I spoke a whole lot 	of lies the first day, so they came back the second day and 	picked me up again.  You know, you tried to hide things 	but finally.


MN:	So now when you left, where did you go academically?


SJ:	Now what happened is during my high school days, I got to 	know Omar Badsha, photographer, quite well.  He used to 	organize, he was part of the organising of the Gandhi 	settlement.  So we got to know each other quite well.  So, 	somewhere around March of 1975 he pulled me into the 	trade unions.  The trade union I am talking about is TWAC. 	TWAC is the Trade Union Advisory and Co-ordinating 	Council.  It was the forerunner of FOSATU, so it actually 	started off there.


MN:	Which year are we talking about?


SJ:	1975.


MN:	1975.


SJ:	Now, before that, of course, there was the 1973 strikes hey, 	which we remember a little about.


MN:	What was it all about?


SJ:	The 1973 strikes especially in the clothing industry, where 	wages I mean they were very, very, very bad wages. But 	they got a very significant increase.  But then again, you 	see, where that all started from is your white universities, 	your labour commissions, and things like that.  Where 	the left wing whites actually started something like this 	you see.  And then I started working for the trade union, as 	an organiser.


MN:	As an organiser.  You were there since when until when?


SJ:	1975/76/77 ja, midway 1977, I had to leave.  So basically, I 	was stuck with the chemical workers union.  But then what 	happened was discussion amongst the executive, decided 	that I should actually join the TWIU, the Textile Workers 	Industrial Union.  And because it had so many Indian 	workers, you see.  So I would be able to work.  But what 	happened, those unions were such, our unions were such at 	that time that although you had your Indian union, your 	Indian and Coloured union, they were at the same time 	organising the black workers the NUTW, the National 	Union of Textile Workers.  So our work was like together, 	so when you call a shop steward meeting you had African 	workers there too, you see.  So ja so like I was getting paid 	by a richer union, a registered union, but our work would 	cover African workers too.  So, and that’s when people like 	secretary of Natal was Johnny Copeland, and Chris 	Albertyn was an organiser with me, and so we used to do 	basically work together.  


MN:	Where to from there?


SJ:	Where to from there in 1977, the banning orders of the unionist took place, these guys were banned for five years. And then we had our general secretary the registered 	union general secretary was in Cape Town.


MN:	And who was that?


SJ:	In Cape Town it was based in Cape Town our head office, 	Norman Daniels.  So he comes down and he says okay I 	don’t want to hear anything about the non-registered union, 	you are going to leave that office, you are going to get an 	office in town.  You will get an increase of 300% with 	a car, but we won’t have nothing to do with the 	unregistered union.  We used to earn our about R90, about 	R90 we started off with R90.00, when I left it was about 	R110.00 a month.  And he was promised me something 	around R300.00/R350.00 and that was very, very I mean, 	you know the top guys in the industry they used to get 	about R450.00 that was very, very high wages.


MN:	Did you take it?


SJ:	No sir, I had to leave.  In retrospect, I don’t know, I think it would have been more easy if I actually took that offer because then you could have worked to have brought those Indian, you know, workers closer to the - continue basic, for them to continue to work in that old style.  But you know, even Cape Town and they would come here seldom so that time you behave.  But I don’t it was in those times, decisions like that you just didn’t debate.  It was just 	clear you can’t, you can’t take it you see.


MN:	Was it because of your beliefs?


SJ:	Ja.  Indirectly, but I needed a lot of money, but I couldn’t.  	Ja it was definitely against my beliefs.


MN:	Were you married by then?


SJ:	No.


MN:	You were not.  


SJ:	But we were courting, hey.


MN:	Can we pause please?  Welcome back sir.  You refused the 	offer, where to from there?


SJ:	Well very fortunate, I was at that time there was a job 	going in the municipality - librarian, which I took.  So.


MN:	And financially, compared to what you had been?


SJ:	Oh ja it was much, much better, it was more that double 	hey in the unions.


MN:	What you were getting.  But now where near what you had 	been offered?


SJ:	Ja of course about R100 plus a car plus you know that 	was.


MN:	And how was your political life then because now you I mean you were changing the environment, you were in politics? 	And all of a sudden into the municipal.


SJ:	Oh no, no, that no, that the change came from a worker 	situation, to a just another job.  But our political life just 	continued hey, outside, it’s like my life was not just the 	trade union.  But outside life just when you left work then 	you were a political activist, at home so that didn’t change 	much.


MN:	We are talking here about the period around 1977.  How 	long did you stay with the municipal?


SJ:	About five years.


MN:	So about till about 1982.  What did you do after that?


SJ:	What I did, I completed my BA and then in 1981 I 	completed my HED, and then I could get into teaching you 	see.


MN:	Where at Westville?


SJ:	No teaching.


MN:	I mean you completed your degree.


SJ:	UNISA.  Ja so I got into 1982 I got into a got a one year 	contract with Parks Estate that’s a coloured school in 	Overport.  And then in 1983 I got a job in House of 	Delegates I don’t know how. 


MN:	I’m interested in that I mean with your political views you started as a communist you went to - how did it come about?


SJ:	How did that - it’s possibly they needed a teacher desperately in Umkomaas, and some clerk just said some one applied, go through.  But you know it didn’t go through the any higher than that you see, just someone they got someone to travel to Umkomaas and they were quite happy, you see.  So I don’t think it went beyond the clerks, this thing there.  Ja because that was surprising that, you know, that I actually got a job so easily.  Ja, but that didn’t last long.


MN:	Where to from there, again?


SJ:	Of course our political activity continued, at that time you 	are talking about 1982/83 we were married and we were in 	the flat.


MN:	Who are you married to?


SJ:	 Usha, there she is. At that time we were very, very, very heavily involved.  I remember like travelling to Umkomaas from Merebank, now we had quite a few teachers there from Merebank, so a lift club like, you know.  And if it was my turn to drive, before we reached Amanzimtoti, I used to start feeling sleepy, right.  I just had to jump off the car; park off; jump off; someone else would drive. Go to school, back 	almost the same thing.  Because like we just had a - sleeping late every night; this political activity; meeting in the flat few minutes; going out doing our work; coming back and meeting again.  But then during the UDF period, you go out, you come back, you just analyse your work and then we have to go to David Landau, where political activists from all the areas meet.  


MN:	Can you tell me now about, before we go even further, can 	you tell me more about the birth of UDF, I mean you when 	UDF was started.  Where you involved with it I mean how 	did you get involved now you start talking about UDF, 	while we know that your flat was being used as an office 	by the NIC; the ratepayers; and all.  Can you please tell 	could you please tell us about that when ... ? 


SJ:	With the UDF I think was happening, is it seemed quite 	obvious that the struggle was going was being conducted 	separately by a lot of different race groups.  And although 	like we in Durban, all those late meetings that we used to 	have were basically Indian Activists, and when you talk 	about the different areas you are pinpointing different 	Indian areas that would meet, you see.  And it became 	quite again the social movement, where you needed some 	type of unifying force.  And then of course, we used to 	work very, very, very closely with DHAC, Durban Housing 	Action Committee.  And.


MN:	What was it responsibility?


SJ:	Basically what happened was a lot of ratepayer organisa-	tions in Merebank, Clairwood, Phoenix, Chatsworth all 	very, very active, but then you needed to come together in 	some way.  And then that, in a formal way, they came under 	an organisation called Durban Housing Action Committee. 	Ja, so it seemed quite obvious that you would like needed 	the struggle to be more united and more universal, more 	inclusive of other races.  And at stages, it seemed like 	political activity that was taking place in the Durban area 	led by Indian activists only, you know.  Of course, we 	didn’t know the sharpness of the struggle in the African 	areas, but like in meetings and that type of thing there was 	an absence, you see.  So there was that need for people to 	come together and I think that need was felt throughout the 	country.  And but slowly we start discussions were being 	held within the NIC; within DHAC. And I remember it 	actually being introduced into our meetings, long before 	the birth of, you know, people are talking about this.  And,	then we actually went to a meeting in David Landau to 	talk about a birth of bigger organisation.  I remember very 	clearly because ex-students were having some exchange 	with Asherville ex-students.  So while all the youngsters 	were there to enjoy themselves, we were going to that 	meeting and we are in the same area but we were going to 	that meeting and these guys are going the other way.


MN:	Was that meeting of different race groups?


SJ:	No.


MN:	No, it was only Indian?


SJ:	Ja. And then we started working with the coloured community quite a bit.  I think the proximity you like Wentworth was right there, entry into Wentworth the fact that we were playing football together, and you know its unlike you going into an African area where you will be followed from the time you go, in see.  Entry was in - and the Sydenham area, I mean it’s totally difficult to stop that mixing, you see.  And we start working with the coloured communities quite a bit. That’s where Virgil Bonham - and we hear more of Trevor now but Virgil was very, very, very active, his brother actually was very, very, very active.  


MN:	What was discussed in the meeting, I mean because now 	you see here you are being a racial group, you are 	discussing a - one would have expected that a meeting was 	between these different race groups?


SJ:	No what I think may have happened you see there were 	some things that we are not privy to that definitely 	possibly in Lusaka and somewhere, possibly within the 	country too.  Leaderships start meeting and definitely at 	the time, the nature of politics was such, you couldn’t have 	a meeting with African, Coloureds, Indians together like, 	you know.  You had to work from where you are so and 	that was one of the exploratory meetings, you see so.  And 	then of course I think, I remember when they were talking 	more about the UDF, where other race groups came in, 	where other people actually came in. I can remember some 	white faces there, even white faces.


MN:	Where was it held?


SJ:	Mike Morris, I remember he - I think he - at David Landau again hey. So you know that was a bigger 	meeting, and then finally of course, the launch which I went 	to in Cape Town. 


MN:	Which year again are we talking about?


SJ:	1983.


MN:	1983.  Can we pause please?  Welcome back, sir we were 	talking about the birth of the UDF.  Can you tell us more 	about it, because you said you went to a launch in Cape 	Town?


SJ:	Launch in Cape Town, 1983.  Well I was teaching at that 	stage hey, and I wasn’t supposed to go.


MN:	Where you teaching again?


SJ:	At Umkomaas, at that stage. And we needed a ratepayer again, you see the ratepayers offered a ratepayer rep.


MN:	Can we pause please?  Yes sir.


SJ:	I was supposed to go, I was elected as a MRA, Merebank Ratepayers Association rep, but we couldn’t get off from school, you see.  Because you had to leave early, and the bus was going and I just couldn’t, and there’s a tension and the expectation start building up.  My wife told me, “Hey man, how can you ever miss that. I mean we worked our whole life you know this thing - to make it possible?  And even it means taking the plane you know you just have to go.”  


MN:	Were you going out of your own pocket?


SJ:	Ja.  And so, ja so that’s how I ended up, we took the plane oh I took the plane yes and of course, the richer guys were all there.  I can’t remember much.  All the notes you write you had to destroy.  So I can imagine Allan Boesak, at his prime. 


MN: 	We’ll talk again about Allan.  


SJ:	And of course the organization, and a funny thing happened I entered the hall and I asked one of the guys do you all need help?  He says no, no, no just go and sit and you see it was a nature of activism, at the time you see.  But wherever you went you want to give a hand.  And there I go to a launch in Cape Town and I ask the guy do you want help?  You know he looked at me. It was - the rest is history.


MN:	Where about in Cape Town was it held?


SJ:	 I will have to check that up somewhere. 


MN:	How was it like, I mean the first meeting of different 	groups, one would imagine?


SJ:	Very, very, very crowded very, very well organised.  You 	know, that really, if you thought about re-organising a 	country, you know that gave you even greater strength.  	The way people could organise things and very, very well 	organized, big banners and very good speeches.


MN:	Can you remember some of the people who were there, the 	Allan Boesak you’ve just mentioned?


SJ:	Not, not really, hey.  


MN:	You can’t?


SJ:	No.


MN:	So what was the final word on it, I mean was it was launched then, the Presidency and all was it decided, the leadership?


SJ:	Don’t ask me about all that.  All that was decided, yes, which you will find in history books.


MN:	So you came back?


SJ:	And then of course, in Merebank you know the pre-launch thing was a big thing.  Because when people talk about the Freedom Charter people going around, like we said almost the same thing in our area.  You had to go to every organization, present the case for a UDF.  And at that time, everyone was asked to actually, every progressive organisation was asked to affiliate to the UDF.  So you know and then it was our task to actually go to each organization, explain that.  And then you have got the conservatives saying no but we are a community, you know we are just this organisation.  And then of course then you have got to explain how whatever you are doing is being affected you know.  If you are a football association then you are playing you know you are not playing normal sports you cannot, because of the countries situation you are not represented in the World Cup, or that type of thing.  	So you know and there was a lot of work to actually go you know, to make that possible you know.  And of course, I think - and then you know when the UDF was functioning and the type of the support they had was basically due to that, the groundwork that you did.  Then of course, I a lot - I believe in the general situation you know where that leads you that’s where people go, you know.  If the ANC was around, they would have had an overwhelming Indian vote at that time, you see there was a feeling that things changed, subsequently.  Ja so that was - so at this time we were like in the flats, which was basic full time office, doing ratepayers work.  And there was the community centre over there in Merebank, which we built.  Then there was the ratepayers; then of course, you have got to go to DHAC meetings and organise things Durban wide, so there was no time for.


MN:	If I can back one step, please.  Considering that during 	those days I mean when the UDF was launched, did that 	political organisations were banned didn’t you find any 	harassment when you launched this UDF? 


SJ:	Well, I think that we were taking a change, you see.  Things 	were changing and political harassment of the 1960’s and 	early 1970’s were receding, you see.  I mean the voice of 	the people started coming forward, and so yes you had 	harassment on a level but the wave was moving.


MN:	When you came back then you went back you were 	teaching at Umkomaas up until when?


SJ:	1984, 1983, 1984 ja. And then I got a transfer to 	Westcliff, which is like five kilometres from here.


MN:	And you were doing teaching again in 1984.  Then in 1985, COSATU was born.


SJ:	COSATU yes, but I wasn’t part of it.


MN:	You were not part of it.


SJ:	In 1985 my child was born too, my first son.  That was an 	interesting change in my life, a lot that year.


MN:	In 1985?  The political changes, they were particular - winds of change had arrived in South Africa, during that period we were starting to see the government changing.  How 	was your - you said that your life changed how was your 	political life during those days knowing you that you have always taught, but you maintained your activism one way or the other?  Can you tell us what was happening?


SJ:	Well what had happened is, work was at a very, very, very 	frantic pace.  NIC - I was still going as a Merebank rep to 	the NIC.  And after doing your political work you meet 	and then, you know, you could go on till about one.  And 	sort of - almost daily it went like that.  Until like you, you 	know, just didn’t know you whether you are coming or 	going.  And that’s the year I was detained, 1985.


MN:	1985 for?


SJ:	October 28th.


MN:	The reason being?


SJ:	I just- what had happened is, I think, that just prior to that 	there was problems in Phoenix, racial problems they put it 	down to.  And of course, the state was becoming desperate 	at that stage hey, because there was proof that the people that 	attacked the Indians, were not even from this province.  


MN:	They were brought in?


SJ:	They were brought in and they were getting really despe-rate.  So when things were at its - when the progressive organisations took a knock basically, that’s when the 	state moved into leading activists from throughout Durban.  Praveen [Gordhan], Yunus [Mahomed], Roy Padayachee was on the run. Paddy Kearney, just a whole lot of people were arrested. And knowing that you know, we were on our back foot, so it was just under Section 29 of the Internal Security Act, which basically meant they could keep you as long as - without 	charging you.


MN:	Where did they pick you up?


SJ:	They picked me up from school.


MN:	From school.


SJ:	Unfortunately, I had been there just couple of months, I mean, so - hadn’t worked very, very much with the students, 	you see.  And then I was taking in the lower classes too, you 	know, standards five and six.  So ja they came to school and - came to school; three cars for one person; took me home, and so my eldest son was just born then, so my wife was 	still at home.  So when they took me home, she was there.  And then of course, went to CR Swart for forty days.  


MN:	Solitary?


SJ:	Solitary.


MN:	Solitary.


SJ:	And basically, they were - just they wanted as much information as possible.  But I was fortunate in that I -  there wasn’t very much to hide because I hadn’t got involved in underground work as such, you see.  Even the underground work we - I was called to start it, but then after 	that we changed our mind, you see.  Ivan [Pillay], you know Ivan, I was linked with him, and we met and then finally they 	said - he told me, “No you’re just too, too known, you know, lets 	just continue our other type of work, you know.”  So we used to send all - sent letters about all things that’s 	happening in Merebank and surrounding areas.  Basically 	supporting the ANC with knowledge of the community.  And forty, and the funny thing was, when I landed in 	prison. You know, that like for a couple of days they just 	throw you in there, and forget about you like, you know.  	They want you to unwind or think.  But hey, in bizarre way 	that relief, that rest you know, that if you like some of the interrogators told me, “You sleep when you drive.  We 	followed you to Umkomaas for the last three weeks.  We followed your every movement.  But not one time you caught us.  It was just a state of mind that you were in you know you just.”


MN:	Not aware of the surroundings. 


SJ:	I mean you wouldn’t - you can’t explain the tiredness 	because that became part of your life, you know.  You took 	that for granted, you see, until I was thrown in prison and 	suddenly you got that rest permeating you, that you 	couldn’t explain, you know.  You know the feeling that I 	have sometimes, now, like when you just you have got a 	Sunday, and nothing to do you know.  No political work to 	do as such.  And you are not used to it like, that you can 	actually go to the beach you know, and it’s a funny feeling. 	But when I landed in prison that was so, so defined 	because we were meeting like every night before that, you 	know.  And then suddenly, thrown into prison, they didn’t 	even give you a book to read, only gave you the Bible after 	five days.  


MN:	But no harm?


SJ:	No, no harm. It was, I think, you know while the 	communities were in the defensive, they decided to push 	there, they became offensive you know and just picked up 	certain people.  So and of course I got back to school, no 	problems, but at the end of the year we got a letter 	terminating my services.  And it’s a very, very sore point 	because it’s a battle that I’m still going through at the 	moment you know.  


MN:	Where to from there, I mean where did you go?


SJ:	I then it was for a couple of years, about two years I tried 	to sell books, stationary to offices and that type of thing.  	And it was okay, we just managed somehow, had my wife 	being you know, employed full time that helped a hell of a 	lot.  But then there were few other things that happened 	that was really nasty.  That when I was dismissed, the 	following year, my wife got a letter saying that she must 	report to Umzinto.  


MN:	What’s the reason?


SJ:	No reason.


MN:	Just to report.


SJ:	To teach there, at Umzinto High.  Unzinto is, you know, quite far from Merebank.  So of course, I was unemployed we went to the department, and this guy just says I couldn’t go in, but he told my wife that we want to get rid of every UDF person.  Because my wife was very, very, very much involved in it, I don’t know why you don’t interview her.  And she was to report to Umzinto, so we had a long she had a long chat and finally, they pushed to her to Shallcross High.  So at that time, it was quite far from Merebank to Shallcross, you see.  But then of course also in 1984 she had applied to do her B.ED counseling, what, guidance and counselling course, through UDW.  And she went for an interview in 1984, was 	accepted - the day she went to register, they told her no sorry we cannot register you.  That means how much the university worked with the state organisation.  And she couldn’t do that course you see, that was terrible. Then of course, I carried on selling stationary, and then I got a job at Phambili, which I taught therefore about how many years, about 1985 to 1989, 1986 to 1989, you know lot of experiences there, of course.  See, it was a school for pupils who were having problems in the townships.  But then, what happened also was the state could put its agents over there, and it became it was real mess, at times you know.  We had some protests - one time very, very ugly, you know, during the Tshabalala time, and he was causing havoc in Ntuzuma. And there was a protest in school because students were actually affected.  And we marched; we had a march in town.  And when we came near Cross Street, the police attacked us.  And hell, some people fell, you know, there were some stairs from the road down, some 	people broke their legs, and we as teachers knowing this, had to court arrest you know, we just had to walk into the van.  And as they were pushing students in, we couldn’t very well try to escape.  Pushed the students to escape, but we had to go.  


MN:	During that time, during the late 1980’s, it was when most 	political leaders who were in prison were being released, 	the Govan Mbekis’ and all. I mean during that time, what 	was your political activism because now I mean you could 	see that changes were almost at the door, I mean can you 	explain your political activism during that time?


SJ:	You know I – we, our mean our work just continued.  Exactly what you mean by you know the fact that you guys were 	being released, it didn’t change anything, it didn’t change things very much.  But of course, you used to organise for welcoming parties and their appearing in FNB [Stadium] and that type of thing, there were those types of things.  Then of course, we went to [Griffiths] Mxenge’s funeral. 


MN:	 Griffiths or?.


SJ:	Griffiths.  And somehow, it was - Griffiths was working 	quite closely with us, at that time.  And I remember that 	death affected us very, very badly, very badly - it was just so 	natural to go to that funeral, you know.   And ja, so I left, I 	was relieved of my teaching post in 1985.


MN:	When in 1985? Then you taught at Phambili for, until?


SJ:	For about till about 1992


MN:	Till about 1982.


SJ:	Then at that time, I thought I would get into something more relevant, joined SACHED [SOUTH AFRICAN COMMITTEE FOR HIGHER EDUCATION], But SACHED was at a bad, bad, bad stage, at that time.  Somehow you know, it survived during all the apartheid times, but when it was suddenly free, it didn’t know what to do.  And then I was caught up in that.  Then again finally, I 1993 everyone was 	being very, very, very friendly to the liberation organization, then I applied for a teaching job again and then I was accepted, so from 1993.  Ja so ja, the problem that I’m having, at the moment, is like my teaching experience goes back to 1993.  


MN:	All other years have gone down the drain?


SJ:	And unfortunately, no one seems to be able to do anything 	about it, you see.


MN:	What could be the problem, why I mean why would it 	doesn’t count, was it?


SJ:	Well they say you’ve its broken service, you see.  And I’m 	trying to argue that it wasn’t broken by me, and I’ve been a 	victim of apartheid you see, of that system.  If I didn’t go 	to prison, and then my years of teaching would go back to 	1983.  And that’s why I’ve been redeployed to- from my 	last school to Spepile.  


MN:	So you now you are still in Spepile?  Now getting into the 	mainstream politics, I mean the post 1990 politics, then 	when the negotiations were started in Kempton Park what 	was your opinion or how do feel now about them were you 	happy the way they went?


SJ:	Well, it’s very, very you know, it is complicated.  Negotiations – you know, you say that we should have put a lot of things right, at that stage.  Enemies of the state should be put into their place, and that type of thing.  Because a lot of government are - government departments are unable to function at the moment because they got the old bureaucrats still in their positions.  And using the new freedom they got to buck us even more, you know.  But then, during that period what was our alternate to negotiation, you see, because INKATHA was very, very strong, at that stage.  You had all your homeland leaders ready to fight against you with the military might of the white government.  And you know, it could have been a blood bath.  So you know, which way - do you take this or do you take that, you know.  And at the beginning I said the ANC did, you know, did the right thing.  But nego-tiations can - you avoid that blood bath.  But it was the ANC of the old, you see, that you approved of.  But the ANC of the present, you know, when you’ve got such control of the country - 66% - you don’t have to stand for, even your Rajbansis and you know that type of thing.  When you had to do it, you had to do it.  But when you become powerful then you, you use that power in a righteous way.


MN:	Did you approve, I mean of the composition of parties and negotiations in the - because you had the homelands; you had the Rajsbansis you’ve just mentioned; you had the white government; you had the unbanned, freedom movements.  Was it the way it was supposed to be, or were homelands - because I am saying the reason I am asking you that, some people tend to feel that the homeland leaders were not supposed to have been included.


SJ:	See like, okay on the one hand, like we very close to us was the fact that NIC was so powerful, at that stage.  And Rajsbansi was included you know, as part of the talks.  And of course, it was but then again it was whether you accept those negotiations, the whole package, or you don’t, you see.  	And what do you do?  


MN:	Do you feel they compromised too much though, the ANC? 	 I mean they?


SJ:	To me, I didn’t, in retrospect I don’t think - you see you can compromise on anything.  But when you start getting power and, like the ANC got then all those, some compromises they made were like the Sunset Clause and things like that.  Now for the history of a country, those periods are very small, you know.  You allow a bureaucrat to stay in a particular job, its fine, leave him you know.  But in the history of the country, that small period means nothing you see.  And in that way, you didn’t mind those compromises but then when the ANC got power.  To use that power to actually bring about real change, the opportunity that they missed you know, because they were not being dictated by any white threat; Bantustan threat; that type of thing, you see.  And that was the sorry part you see, that the power they had they didn’t use or we didn’t use correctly.


MN:	Mr Juggernath, the point that I missed to ask you, when the UDF was disbanded or when it ceased to exist, were 	you politically affiliated?


SJ:	To NIC.


MN:	The NIC, so you continued working for the UDF.  Okay 	from the UDF you went to the NIC?


SJ:	Well both were concurrent.


MN:	Okay. Now the Kempton Park negotiations went on and 	resulted in the formation of the transitional government or 	the government of National Unity, what’s your point or 	what’s your take on it?


SJ:	At that time, we said every thing must just stand, you see.  	There is no need for any other progressive organization, be 	it the NIC, UDF.  Now that you have got the ANC, that’s it, 	you see.  So in retrospect again you say, you know some of 	those organisations should have been allowed to exist, 	right.  But at the time, you must be candid that we saw the 	ANC as the umbrella body quite clearly.  


MN:	Now looking at the period that - I mean the new government has come in, in 1994 do you see any change I mean what 	has happened is what is happening now what you aspired for or what you fought for?


SJ:	See you know there’s tremendous changes within this country, there’s tremendous changes, and I mean, you know, people glibly talk about how nothing has changed.  You know, 	we’ve forgotten about your door being bashed down at two o’clock in the morning.  Where an African lady having her home marketing basket ripped apart just trying to look for 	juba, you know. And where people just disappeared, where you couldn’t use the word ANC, couldn’t use the word ANC.  So I mean the changes that has taken place are really, really tremendous.  But ja, some things are really frightening. I mean, the rate of unemployment, the rate of unemployment, which is leading to all the other problems, you see.  And then, of course, the continued - the continuing the relationship with the West.  You know, at some stage, we must learn that you know, the West promised us fantastic investments and this and that and that hasn’t taken place.  And then at some stage, we must start saying, you know, that’s over you know, that our hope does not lie in that direction.  And some meaningful other direction we should take.  Because 	you know, that I remember, in a SADTU [SOUTH AFRICAN DEMOCRATIC TEACHERS’ UNION] march, when the GEAR policy was just introduced and we read things and I had a placard saying, “WE ARE IN REVERSE GEAR”, you see. And it liked proved true, you see.  Social cut backs, and that type of thing.  And what is absolutely frightening is that when you got tried and tested politicians, who are in parliament; people who were prepared to give their lives behaving in the way they are behaving now.  What’s going to happen, in the next generation, hen we’ve career politicians?   People who haven’t been tested at all, but just getting positions because of their glib tongue, so that	terrifies me you see, that terrifies me.


MN:	The other question I forgot to ask you earlier on, which I 	may bring it if you allow me, is that the what makes you 	think that what do you think made de Klerk or the 	National Party allow the - to unban the organisations


SJ:	That to me, is quite obvious he was in such a corner lose 	everything, lose everything or you know negotiate and 	get something. That you know I didn’t do a lot of 	economics, but everything was pointing towards a 	steady destruction of this country.  And you may have 	negotiate now and get something, you see.  Well I do not 	belief that it was a good will of de Klerk.  As I’m a very, 	very staunch believer in social forces determining history 	rather than individuals, you know.  De Klerk just had to 	come there because he was a little more liberal, it was the 	feeling of the time, within the Afrikaner group.  


MN:	Do you feel there’s enough or has enough transformation 	taken place in the country?


SJ:	Look in certain areas yes, but in the fundamental areas, man.


MN:	Like?


SJ:	Like the employment and that, you know, to me that is such, such a big thing because you talk about a dignity of a person.  And you know, our society has been built under such social structure that when a person is unemployed that person feels so, so, so useless.  And you know and then of course all the problems that arise from there you see, crime and that type of thing, that is terrifying. And then, of course, the lack of accountability that before - you know, during the UDF days - any, any policy was discussed by all activists.  So I could have been called to a welfare meeting although I am not in that field.  I could be called to a women’s meeting, any meeting for our inputs, you see.But we have totally totally, totally lost that and the ANC, which has been, whose greatest strength was hearing the voice from below and totally, totally, totally destroying that.  I mean, you know, your consultants, they are determining where the ANC goes and yet within your communities you know you just take AIDS for that matter. 	A guy like Jerry Coovadia was an ordinary member of the UDF of NIC and he would have given his expertise free of 	charge, through the organization. But suddenly no, no we 	don’t want that, we want someone (else), you know, and yet we had those guys in the community. Intellectuals belonged to the ANC.  And that’s why INKATHA is so bankrupt, they didn’t have intellectuals belong to the ANC.  But no, no, no we don’t want to listen to branches, we don’t want to listen to – we don’t want things to come from them, that’s very frightening.


MN:	So now what do you think of this stance of the government, 	now you have touched on AIDS?  I mean their AIDS policy,	what do make of it?


SJ:	You know, there’s a difference between you know real knowledge about the subject is so, so, so very deep about the AIDS problem, the virus and all those things, it’s very, very deep. And when you, when we as laymen, hear reports from the newspapers - I mean they are so much off the mark from what scientists discuss, you know.  Like the other day I heard something, it was terrifying that an HIV couple will have only 25% chance of having an HIV baby. 	Out of that 25, if they had Nevirapine you’ll reduce that number to about 7 or 8. But 7 or 8% will actually be saved by that.  So this whole debate is about 7 or 8%. I	don’t want to sound, you know callous – every life counts, but in medical terms, that is negligible, you know.  You can’t say you, every - your money must be used to save one life, I mean you can’t do that.  In medical terms, it	is just accepted 7 or 8% is very low, you see.  And then of course, that whole problem of if you don’t take your Nevirapine, I think there’s three drugs that go together,	you miss it for two days then you can’t take that drug anymore. Your body becomes immune to it you’ve got to go a more costly drug. Now that is terrifying, because with the silence in terms of AIDS a person taking tablets and not accepted in the home and that type of thing will the person take his drug so faithfully you see?  And then do you waste all that money then you know.  A guy is afraid to tell us, medical people that look, you’ve got AIDS you are going to die, simple as that. Now how do you cope with having as normal life as possible?  Let your family accept it there is a lot of myths about drugs that they must understand that they don’t have to give you your separate utensils and that and all that all those things.  That you 	need four litres of saliva to catch AIDS you know.  What 	I’m saying is shouldn’t that money be spent on counseling, that type of thing. I’m saying is again is that Mbeki, as a person has got all the rights to hold his own views, he’s got all the rights.  And you can’t take that away from him.  And it’s unfortunate that people look at the President as he’s, he’s talking for the country you know.  So you know.


MN:	So in your own opinion, you feel that the policy of the 	country in this regard, in the AIDS in the HIV should focus 	more on counselling?


SJ:	I think a lot of counseling, you know, as they say is the 	layman cannot understand the complexities of that AIDS 	problem.  And unfortunately, that while the debate is going 	on the press grabs on certain things and blows it up you 	see. And we, as laymen, only read that and that’s a 	concerted drive by the press to you know continually do 	that.


MN:	Can we pause, please?  Welcome back.  Mr Juggernath,	you’ve spoken about the HIV/AIDS and your opinion on it. 	 Now I need your opinion on the…


SJ:	No just one more thing of HIV.  Some how, you know, it doesn’t seem to be happening man - is that approach you see.  We have got that ABC in AIDS; the condom last.  But somehow in its expression to the communities that condom thing is coming first, you know.  That it is so readily available school kids and that type of thing, so even if a person hasn’t thought about sex, you know, somehow our campaign is, they are telling me it’s okay, you know.  So, and I think you know, as I said we’ve got the ABC, abstain but,	somehow we are changing the thing you see.  


MN:	 Getting involved, is safe. It’s as if they are saying get 	involved is safe.


SJ:	Yes, and I think they are sending a wrong, wrong message 	man, you know.


MN:	Now I need your opinion on the TRC.  What do you think, was it, I mean, was it needed, was it justified,	everything that went on it including the financial, its financial I mean what implication?


SJ:	Well you know, if the wounds of a nation is not healed, you know, then that nation can never, never settle down, man.  That this had to come to the fore.  I mean, how can you justify people just vanishing from home and the mother, still living, not knowing what happened to her son.  And no, no, no I think it was very, very, very necessary; very necessary.  And what’s going to happen is, I think, as time goes by, you know, some of the perpetrators are going to be brought to book, you know.  As we get stronger and the forces, ja other forces take the backseat.  Like Buthelezi, you know, I mean he’s implicated so much; and just now when he hasn’t got his impis, and hasn’t got total control of those police stations, and hasn’t got control of 	the KZN province, I think they going to move on him, you know.


MN:	So you feel it was justified?


SJ:	Ja I think its very, very, very necessary.  See, you can’t, 	you know - its so unfortunate that people don’t want it to 	take place, but yet when it is being revealed, people for the 	first time, I see what happened in this country.  And yet 	those are the people saying no, it shouldn’t take place.  I 	mean that’s amazing, just for the value of this is what 	happened in our country, you know.  People should accept 	it for that reason.  And people are actually learning a hell 	of a lot of what happened in our country through that.  	And you cannot just, just cover history, cannot just cover 	history, and think it will vanish.  And if you want to build,	you have got to build on truth, you know.  You can forgive 	people, you must forgive, but you can’t forget you know,	you can’t forget.


MN:	Some people tend to feel that we should have a Nuremberg 	kind of a thing.  What’s your opinion?


SJ:	You see a lot a lot of people of have done a lot of harm.  And those people, I think, must be brought to book, you see, especially when for a number of reasons.  One, those people those very same people under our new democracy are holding very, very high positions.  And because of our democracy, because the freedom that they are given, they are using that freedom to continue the conservatism, you see.  And that’s basically - that’s like you know, in a lot of ways destroying our country.  And then not to talk about activists who cannot get positions, you know.  I mean you want to be redeployed, you want to start building the country, but you are being overlooked.  And a lot of those positions are being taken by guys; the old enemy, you see. Like you know, if people tell me that again you come to the TRC, you see.  If a person is prepared to come and tell us this is what happened, I was part of a movement as an individual I had to be very, very, very strong to swim against the tide.  And I am very sorry but now we start building a country it’s fine you know.  But a lot of the opposite is happening, hey.


MN:	What do you think of the fact that some people are saying that you - when people were invited to tell the truth, they were lured into bringing the truth, then in return, they will be given, they would be immune from prosecution.  And they feel like the people did something and they went 	scot-free, do you, what’s your opinion in that regard, of walking scot-free?


SJ:	You know, you either go this way or go that way, you know. You either persecute all of them. Look what happened to Mussolini, strung up on a pole and, you know, hung.   Or 	you say you want reconciliation and I don’t know it’s, you know, it’s difficult for us to say if you haven’t lost someone close, you see, he had been tortured by a certain Boer and now that Boer is walking free.  But you read a lot of 	instances were people are saying look I forgive that person, you see. And if that can be reciprocated from that side then it’s fine.  You know, again it hasn’t happened to me, you see. If you are building a new country and if you say individuals, per say, were not really to blame, it was the system, and if those people want to really change,	because I frankly believe, that you know that the ANC is (holding an)	olive branch to the NP, it has got some merits, you see.  In 	that there is a whole lot of Afrikaners who are very, very, very nice people.  And they want to part of this country.  	They have got nowhere to go, they don’t want to go anywhere else.  They won’t be accepted, neither do they want - Holland is foreign to them. And this is their land,	and they want to, very enthusiastically, build it.  And you know, it’s a very, very, very small minority that is prepared to stand against the forces of history you know.  	When the Nazis came into power in Germany very, very, very small percentage of those very intelligent Germans, were prepared to stand up, you see.  And that goes - if that is the fact about human society then that’s a fact here too, you see. For an Afrikaner to go against that big train that 	was carrying them it was very difficult, very difficult.


MN:	Now what about the conservative element of it, like what happened (to those) who are now reported to be stockpiling arms?


SJ:	You know those people must be crushed. I mean the full 	might of the law must take its, must take its course.  I 	mean they will be crushed because I mean you’ve got all 	your democratic structures in position, you see you’ve got 	that in position.  Now why are you talking about after that 	you know?  So you know I feel the might of the law should 	go against that.  


MN:	What do you think, Mr Juggernath, of what the TRC said, 	that just like the NP, the Freedom Fighters or the Freedom 	Organisations were guilty because in their operations, they 	also killed civilians?


SJ:	That’s, no that to me was nonsense, hey.  But that the ANC 	was fighting a war mandated by so many thousands of 	people.  And the same, the killing from the other side I 	mean from an illegitimate government, which not only 	would - we call it an illegitimate government, which the 	world called.  And using apartheid, which was a crime 	against humanity, declared a crime against humanity so, 	you know, it cannot be equated that, you know with the 	ANC people.


MN:	But do you really believe that the truth came out of the TRC, the reason I am asking is because up till today we don’t know who killed Steve Biko.  We don’t know who killed many, many other activists; we still know that they slipped on the soap.


SJ:	Yes, see, so therefore I think see it’s a, it’s a failing within 	the TRC, where that vigorousness of that investigation or 	 the concluded investigations came to conclusions to 	quickly.  But when you said that the whole truth should be 	told then that’s what should happen you see otherwise the 	guy should not be given that amnesty.  Because, to me, if a 	normal policeman from one any one of our stations, starts 	talking, and if he is talking the whole truth, then he’s going 	to expose a lot of people that have not asked for amnesty. 	And those people we can’t allow to continually run our 	police stations.  So you didn’t come when you were called,	but we have got evidence that you did something, now you 	must be charged.


MN:	Now, finally, Mr Juggernath, what does Mr Spider 	Juggernath do in his leisure time - what do you read?


SJ:	Leisure time?


MN:	Its because - it seems like you have toned down from your 	activism.


SJ:	Actually no, I’m still the secretary of the ANC branch here, 	you see. Still on the civic organisation. I’m in AIDS, 	Chatsworth AIDS committee.


MN:	But at least you sleep now.


SJ:	Ja, I sleep now. 


MN: 	Unlike the old days. 


SJ:	You know, that’s another failing of the ANC - you see that 	the branches have been like just pushed aside.  We are not 	important anymore.


MN:	The grassroots?


SJ:	Ja, and as a result our activism has stopped, you know - been 	watered down quite greatly.


MN:	Only when the elections are coming you become active?


SJ:	Then we become active, you see.  Well we try to do things 	here, you know, in our way but, but its hard.  But as I told 	you I’m involved in a lot of other things, you see.  My 	leisure - what I’m reading at the moment Koontz, Dean 	Koontz.  Ja, I still read some political books, but it just 	doesn’t have that same type of attraction as before, you 	see.


MN:	What is your old time favourite publication in the books?


SJ:	Hey man, you know, there is one book that really, really, really - well actually another book something called ‘The Ragged-Trousered Philantrophist.’  It was really, really, really fantastic, you know - it spoke about socialism right at the bottom level, ja.  You know, a guy arguing for socialism, things just that goes around his work place and have 	debates from that.  It was really, really nice.  And then of course, I believe Christianity although - or the way it is practised has done a lot of damage in this worldright.  And then the book, The Word by Irvin Wallace, that somehow	I seem to like very much because it exposes a lot of myths. And then of course, other leisure things I play tennis now and then.  I love going to the beach and I’m a cricket captain.


MN:	What do you listen to, music wise, what kind of music?


SJ:	Oh my music is - people tell me I’m mad. I’ve got Adam and 	the Ants.  I’ve got; I like rock music.  I seem to be caught up in the 1970’s era and it quite difficult to get out of it.  There is a group called Crosby Stills and Nash.


MN:	Suite Judy Blue Eyes?


SJ:	Ja, that type.  I’ve got, I mean I - you just can’t get away from it: Pink Floyd, Jethro Tull, Deep Purple, Santana, of old, ja that type of music.  I like classical music, to other people’s irritation.  But actually I’ve got - I’ve just got way-out music, some Adam and the Ants and Alice Cooper, you know, some really heavy stuff; and then, of course, lately I’ve been liking some Indian music.	And lately, in my philosophy, just to go back a little now - is that a person needs to find themselves, you know, before trying to rule a country, you know.  Because - but the place of religion, not in a traditional sense, not in a traditional 	sense but when you actually start finding the power of your mind, you know.  And those types and, I think, that is very, very, very important, you know - it would have done a world of wonder for socialism.  That had socialism actually embraced real religion, not popular religion.  It was so similar, you know, that one is the freedom of your material, and the other is the freedom of 	your spiritual - so similar.  And yet it has been propaganda 	has put them too many miles apart, you see.  It was very, very, very important that people find that inner peace, you know, something that we just threw out. We said we will worry about that later in our lives, after we get liberation, you know.  


MN:	Is Mr Spider Juggernath religious at all?


SJ:	I light the lamp everyday.  Ja I - no I’m not religious in that way, of going to the temple or church, or that type of thing.  I feel that your own, you know, service to humanity is -	should be, you know, or is my religion that you serve and God doesn’t need you to pray every day and or spend hours in the church and temples.  


MN:	If you were to relive your life all over again, is there 	anything you can say you did wrong, which you want to 	correct, you can put your finger and say, “This is what I did 	wrong?”


SJ:	As a political activist I wasn’t articulate enough, in some ways, you see.   A lot of people relied on me, but I don’t think I came out very, very clearly.  And it’s a funny situation if you studied more to sharpen yourself, then would you have done the political work, you see.  But one had to be sacrificed almost, and I wasn’t like your Praveen Gordhan who had a brain like a machine, you know. Hecould do his political work and yet study at the same time	you know - become a pharmacist.  So that put some regrets. And of course, I think that within that political activism time, if we took more time for your family, you see, which somehow we just lumped the whole thing together, and you didn’t spend that the time that you should have spent, you see.  But again, as I say this you know, if you had done that, then something else would have suffered, you see.


MN:	When you came up, as you came up growing politically and 	socially, I mean you personally, did you have a role model. 	“Who was the role model you look upon and said…” 


SJ:	Ela Gandhi, who has really, really, you know - she was outstanding to me because she had so much.  She would have just, you know, basically dumped the struggle, so to speak. And she just gave and gave and gave.  And you know, she is still proving it. “She got $ 126 000 and which she pumped back into the community, you see.  I was just telling someone this person, that was representing the donors, “Did you know, your people, you are giving, - you give 	money for the poor for aid, and people spend it on themselves.  Here you give money for someone personally, and she spends it on the poor.”  So then of course, I don’t know if this is news or what, I think she is going to leave Parliament.


MN:	If you are given a platform with the parliament on one 	side and the youth on this side and you are asked to advise 	them, what would you say to them?  Parliament is here and 	you are over here, you are just given a platform and they 	say, “Spider Juggernath, here you are address them, advise 	them?”


SJ:	I see - I think that we just have to start creating jobs, we just have to start creating jobs.  And I think that, you know, you’ve got that opportunities we have a lot of opportunities.  Like the land that we’ve got and farming is not being spoken about you see.  Of course, our literacy programme, I mean there is no programme, you know.  You’ve got things in place adult education; and you’ve got nurses; you don’t know how to read and write, you see.  So you know, I think that job creation has a spin off in a whole lot of other things, you know - your crime your dignity and that type of thing.  


MN:	And to the youth?


SJ:	To the youth, you know, education - you know however, it may not lead you to anywhere directly, you may not find a job so easily, but I think that need to continually educate yourself because that no one can take away from you, you see.  And the sooner you are educated, you start, you can start finding things, you see, and you become more creative. And its difficult you know because at the best of times it’s difficult to study you know.  When a youth tells you that educate myself for what?  It’s difficult to answer, you see.  And of course, questioning man, questioning yourself,	continuously, you know.  Somehow the youth of these days just superfluous like, you know - superficial don’t want to get involved in any type of serious discussion, you know. 	And that is frightening.


MN:	What would you say finally, what would you say to if you were to address Mbongeni Ngema today, after Mbongeni Ngema - after that infamous song and what would you say to the Afrikaners who want a homeland as a Volkstaat?


SJ:	Afrikaners who want a?


MN:	A homeland, a Volkstaat.


SJ:	You know, I would like to me the more you isolate yourself,	the more there will be a lack of understanding of other people right.  And if the Afrikaners want that they are 	putting themselves in a laager, which is easy to be attacked, you see.  And it’s actually very, very naïve thing to do at the moment when you haven’t got any military power.  You haven’t got any political power, and then you try to form a laager.  And you were saying about.


MN:	 Mbongeni Ngema’s song that he produced. The reason I am asking you this question, is because of what you told me earlier on about that unity that was 	formed that came out as a UDF now here is a song 	perceived differently.


SJ:	You see, that song was to me very, very unfortunate, because you know like the Indians you know, when you talk about shop keepers; in Soweto what is happening; but same in Umlazi; everywhere you’ve got shop keepers, you see.  But that’s the very nature of a shopkeeper, it’s a very nature of a capitalist to get as much profits as possible.  So it was unfortunate that he had to attack the Indian shopkeeper, you see.  And then of course, the lack of understanding of who the Indian is, you see.  Such a small - 60% of them, of us are working class. You have to understand that first, you see.  And would Ngema, in Northern Natal, in the heart of Ulundi, actually talk about the, what the chiefs are doing there, well because he’ll get a knobkerrie, you know - he’ll be killed with a knobkerrie, you see.  Would he tell that about the whites, the whites still got guns, you see.  It is easy to tell it about the Indians, not that he’s a myth of a peaceful race or something.  We haven’t got guns, and we don’t carry knobkerries, you see.  But I mean where the real sufferings are in this country, its African people suppressing African people.  And a question he’ll never dare raise because he can’t go into that area again, you see.  And why pick on the Indians then, and then of course, when he with his intellectual level, 	when he started ducking out from interviews to discuss the issue, that is bad, you see.  I mean you don’t even apologise - why you didn’t turn up for an interview.  And so that you know, things can be put on the table.  And has he really caused a debate?  I - you know people said Africans are very, very angry.  Now I drove into the heart of an African area the next morning, and ever since that day I’ve got no bad reaction at all.  So I think to a great degree, like our 	Minister of Health, past Minister of Health, was it Zuma - the way you know the newspapers carried on playing anti-Zuma articles.  Our newspapers have done the same thing here; we just carried on reporting on that song.


MN:	Making it popular in the process.


SJ:	Just - ja that if Ngema wrote a song and some people heard it and it was over then I think it was over there.  But I think the newspapers over-played it maybe the feeling amongst Indian people you know I go out quite a lot to meetings. And they say the song is influencing this killing the song is - But I think criminality will find any any, any reason they don’t need it from Ngema it’s a type of mindset it’s a type of economic conditions we are in that sets those things off.  And I don’t think a song would actually set people off.  It will get a lot of ordinary African people saying hey he maybe got some truth in it but does a song make ordinary people go and start killing?  Do ordinary people just go and start killing everywhere?  The answer is no you see.  And so but I think that song was very, very, very unfortunate because it is not it is not addressing the real problems of our society.  


MN:	Sir, thank you very much for inviting us to your home.  It 	has been long. Shall we start again? Thank you very much.


SJ:	Thank you.
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